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ADVS&TISSMSNT. 



Ta« following Historioal Dociuneuts, written ia the 
TcniMikF Lwiguage in the Reign of King Edwafd the 
Fourth, hy eyewituesaes of the transactions thej de- 
scribe, are now fifst preeented to the reader, freed fima 
the repaluYe and uncouth orthography of that period. 
It is acknowk^t tl by all writero of English History, 
that our Kingdom has fewer authentic records of the 

^ Fenn'a prc- 

transactions, during the reigmi of Henry VI. Edward cfFvioD ' 

Lfttcn. 

1V« and Biehard III., than of many earlier p^nodst" 

and that those we have **are coufbsed, mutilated and ■Hto^kOdgi. 

Ml Letten, 

dl^inted. They, who wrote Histinry in those times, ^.i. p. m. 
had no talents for the. task; and there was a ferocity 
abroad amoi^ the partizaps of both the rival houses^ 

which prevented many from even ajasembling the mate- 
rials of History/' 

The introduction of the art of printing, by the tacility 
it afibrded to multiply the great works of the Claseio 
ages, rendered them available to all. In lims rescuing 
the Litenture of Greeee and Rome ftom the n^ect 
into winch it had fallen dmring the long period of Noiv 
man away, our eariy imnteia and their patrons, eonsiderw 
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ly ADYBRTISBMENT. 

ing the transactions of their own times as of secondary 

importance, took no pains to perpetuate any recordti of 
that period ; whilst the writers of Manuscripts, seeing, 
as it were, their occupation annihilated by the new art, 
scmght employment in other channelst 

This is much to be lamented, and there is great pro- 
bability, that if the docoments preserved ui many of 
the houses oi the noble families, whose ancestors took 
part in those stirring events, were carefblly examined, 
much new light would be thrown upon that portion of 
onr History. 

The importance of thus examining the MSS. collec- 
tions whidi still exist is fully borne out by the public 



Vtaton Let- tion of the Faston Family Letters, by Sir John Fenn ; 

ten, SUM J ^ J 

numpton"'^ the CoDeotion of Original Letters, by Shr Henry Ellis; 

Correspon- 
dence, the Plumpton Correspondence, by Mr. Stapieton. 

The additional light, thus aflforded, by which to estimate 

the causes of the instability of life and property in those 

days, alone enables the historian to account for trans- 
actions, which, but for such a due, would be considered 

little better than the fictions of a romance. 

To the industry and research of those eminent anti- 
quaries Leland and Hcarne we are indebted ibr the pre- 

« 

servation of two of the docoments contained in the 

Wnrk- present volume: Dr. W ark worth's Chronicle and the 

worth's 

Chronicle. Historical Fragment, quoted by aU our historians. In 
the Second volume of Leland s Collectanea, First Edi- 
tion, p. 295, are nnmerons extracts, amounting to nearly 



Digitized by Google 



.ADTSRTttimNt. V 

n' iranseript of the fomer. Mr. Hartahonie in his 

Book-rarities of the University of Cambridge," p. ^90, 
has the merit of having disooyered, after ihe lapse of 
three centuries, the volume extracted from by Leland. 
Mr. Hunter, in tfae Appendix to the Reports of the 
Record Commission,*' published in 1837, acting upon 
the infoimation fumidied by Mr. Hartshome, agun 
pointed out this important volume, and Mr. J. O. Hallir 
well has recently given a verbatim copy of this Chro- 
nicle, preserving it's obsolete ortliogcsphy, as his contri- 
bution to the Camden Society. It isj tu L 
that for the sake of the genml reader he did not adopt 
the plan of Sir John Fenn, by placing opposite to the 
original text, a transcript in more modem spelling. Dr. 
John Warkworth wa^ Master of St. Peter's College, 
Cambridge, from A. D. 1478 to A. D. 14d8. From 
the Register of Donations to the College he appears to 
have presented his Chroniele in 1488. 

Hearnb's Fbagment of an old F"gli<?h Chronicle," hcwm's 
was probably written by a member of the Howard fiunily. 
The little information which could be obtained respecting 
it*s author, is given at p. 8, in the short notice prefixed 
to the Chronicle itself. The writer was evidently, a 
person of consideration, and a staunch Yorkist. The 
date of it's compilation must have been between the 
years 1500 and 1522, as Thomas Howard, Duke of 
lioriulk, to whom he refers as Lord Treasurer, held that 
office daring that period. 
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VI ADVBBTUKMBMT. 

I he History ThE HiAOBT OF T0B AbBIYAL OF EdWaIID IV. Ill 

of theArrivml 

of Edwwd Engi^ J ^ Recovery of Im lungdoms Irom 

AO. WU 

Keary VI. A. D. 1471/' b preserved in Stowe's Trans* 
eiiptB (MarL MSS,, ^o. 543.) By permisaioa the 
IViiAteeB of the Britiah Museum, Mr. Jolm Bruce, 
F.S,A. has given an accurate transcript to the Memhers 
of the Camden Society. However important a doen* 
meat may be^ it loses half it's utiUty if not aooompanied 
by such a Key as will render it aviulable to the general 
reader* In the foeeent ease the many barbaiODs wordsy 
and most uncouth spelling particularly require such 
aid* In eof^ring out this most vahiahle Yorkist Memoir, 
the orthogiaph^ of the present day has been adopted, 
and the interpretation of all obsolete words given within 
brackets (in italic letters)y whilst the many redundant 
terms whieh would otherwise oonfb8e> are inclosed within 
brackets of this description [ ]. Whatever informa- 
tion could be obtained of the Anonymous writer is pre- 
fixed to the Narrative itself. The slur he attempts to 
cast upon the dyhig Warwick is unworthy of a noble 
mind, and from the total absence of a personal relerence 
to the important battles of Bamet and Tewkesbury, it 
may reasonably be concluded that the author followed a 
more peaceable calling than that of arms. Mr. Sharon 
Turner's Turner, who never uses secondary evid^ioe in his in- 

Htstory, 

t^iJ;^^ valuable History, where Contemporary records are ob- 
tainable, has availed himself of our I^iarrative. Though 
transcribed by Stowe from Mr. Fleetwood's book, our 



Digitized by Google 



JLDVBRTIIBICBIfT* Vli 



industrioitti Annalirt does not appeir to bave made me of 

it in iiis own chronicle. 
To 8ir Henry SUis wo aie indelited for ^^Tbb Maniier Manner and 

' Ouiding of 

AND Guiding of the Earl op W arwick at ANoifiiu, w«^5i?' 
wluoh ie iieie merely put into modem speUmg, in other 
reqpectfi only traoAoribed irom iik Ck)iiection of Original 
Letten, irol. I. p. 182, Second Seriea. 

Inseleotinff &cts from Obioinal LsTTKas and othxr ortginai ut. 

^ ten of the 

oocommnB of the period the Editor*s object mm to fbmish '*^* 

the evidence of eye witnesses as to the traiisafitions of the 
hat years of the evmstM reign of Edward tiie Fourth. 

Thb Nabbativb Of the Visit of Lobd G&authusb, i<otd onnt. 
Earl of Winchester, Gofemor of Holland, to Edward the kj^I^ i v. 
Fourth in 1472, is a graphic picture of the domestic 
life of our Sovereigns in the fifteenth c^tory. It was 
communicated by Sir Frederick Madden to the Boyal 
Society of Antiquaries, and published by them in the 
26th Ydume of the Archseologia. 

Stowe's Transcripts, preserved in the British Mu- stowe*« 
mm ; MS. L. 9 in the Ck>llege of Arms, containing an 
account of the siege of BamLurgii Castle in 1464" ; and 
the Close BoUs, X. Edward IV. are the principal MSS. 
authorities quoted in the Introductiuu, vviiicb contains 
a cursory sketdi of those eventS) couseqnent on the Mar^ 
riage of Henry the Sixth with Margaret of Anjou, which 
oltunately led to the dethronement of the former, and 
the accession of Edward the Fourth to the throne. The 
subjoined list of Authorities will furnish the reader with 
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Viii ADVBBTUBMCNT* 

the mettOB of obtuniiig all the infomutioa he may desire 

concerning this mobi eventful period of our History; 
though he must e?er bear in mind the party biaa of the 
writers, particularly of those whose narratives were com- 
piled after the down&ll of Riehaid the Third, during 
the Bucceeding reigns of the Tudor Dynasty. The 
Editor has endeavoiired to bring into chronological order 
the scattered fragments of various authors, introducing 
letters^ pvodamationa, and othw documents of the time* 
and has thus, in a great measure, been enabled to give 
the Histoiy of the Rise and Fall of the House of York 
in the words of eye witnesses. Should this volume 
meet ivith enoonmgement from the liteiary public, a 
similar collection of the disjointed fragments, liaving 
reference to the reigns of the three Sovereigns of the 
House of Lancaster, will iullow imder the title of The 
CHBamcuM OF THB Rbd RoflB." 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The Civil Wars of the Two Houfiesof York and LaD-A.D.i444. 
tiHster may be said to have commenced with the Usur- 
patioQ of Bolittgbroke A.D. 1399 and to have continued 
to the Battle of Bosworth Field in 1485. The events, 

however, which ultimately led to the expulsion of the 
Ked Kosc, and the exaltation of it's paler rival must be 
traced to the marriage ^ of Henry the Sixth with Mar- 
garet of Anjou in 1444, The Earl of Suffolk, William The Fsri of 
de h Pole, who had been employed in negociating this 
marriage in France, was created Marquis and after- h^^Tl 
wards Duke of Sufiblk, and so iDgf^tiated himself, both or ,' 



with the Kinn^ and Queen, that he graduail) sup- 
planted all his colleap^ies. The Cardinal Beaufort had 
already retired in disgust from the Court, and the King's 
uncle, the Duke of Gloucester, seldom attended the 
council, but to oppose the plans, or to protect himself 
irom the intrigues of the royal favourite. Misundei^ {irhettmn. 
standings consequently arose between the uncle and 
nephew, which increased to such a degree, that on tlie 



* After this spousage the King's 
IHenflU fdl from him ; the lords of 

liis realm fell into diTisionfl amongst 
themselves : thf romnions rebelled 
against their uaturai prince ; tieldii 
were fought ; many tiioiuands slain ; 



Jerusalem in the Abbey of Titch- 
field, in the county of Southampton. 
On the 30th of May 1445 was the 
Coronation of Margaret, Queen to 
ilenry the Sixth* at Westminster. 
And ■fber the Coronation, Ibr three 



and finally the King deposed, his days there were held before the 



SOD slain, and his Queen sent home 
again, with as much misery and sor- 
row, as she was received with pomp 
and triumph." — (^HaWs Chronicle, 
p. 205.) " A. D. 1444 and in the 
23rd year of Kiug Henry VI. he 
marriai the Princess, the daughter 



Sanctuary at Westminster noble 
sports for Lords and People, the 
King and Qneen gracing them with 

their presence. And in thr si-ne 
year the Earl of Stafford was creuled 
Duke of Buckingham, and the Earl 

of Warwick, Duke of Warwick."— 



of the King of Naplea, Si«Uy and I (IT. H'yrmler, pp. 462, A^.) 

b 
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IXTRODUCTION. 



[kino henry 



A.l>. 1447. 

Firltancnt 

ot Bttiy St. 
Kdmancla, 
loth Feb, 
1447. 

Amtt and 

Death of 
Glouceater, 
FlBb< 28th* 



Death of 
CurdiDitl 
Beaufort. 
April nth. 



Parliaiuont^ having assembled at Bury-St.-Edmunds, on 
the 10th of February, 1447, to which (iloucester had 
repaired from his castle of Devizes, he was arrested on 
a f^hfirge of high-treason, by Lord Beaumont, Constable 
of England, and seventeen days afterwards found dead in 
his bed, without any marks of violence.' It was said 
that he died of apopkx) , though it was suspected that 
he had been privately murdered by the orders of Suffolk. 
In c(>iisid('ring this event more fully in " the Chronicles of 
the Med Mose,*' we shall probabls ho enabled to prove, 
on flio mitbority of his friend, Abbot Whethamstede, 
that he died, in the words of the conscientious and reli- 
gious Henry, touched and stricken by God, as disloyal 
to his King." Within six weeks of his nephew^s death, 
the Cardinal Beaufort expired at his palace of Wolvesey, 
distributinjy his immense wealth chieflv in charitable 
bequests, of which the Hospital of St. Cross, at Win- 
chester still attests his munificence. The highly wrought 
scene of this prelate^s death-bed, is a fiction of our im- 
mortal poet, founded upon the improbable account given 
by Hall. An eyewitness fhmishes us with these last 
particulars of his life. ** Three weeks after the death of 
the Duke of Gloucester, the Cardinal ordered himself to 



< «<Tbe Kniglitt of the thire re- 
ceived orders to come in artns : the 
men of Suffolk were arrayed: nu- 
merous guards were placed round 
the King'i residence : and patroles 
during the night watched all the 
roads leading to the town.** — {Lin- 
gardt toI. iii. p. 450.) 

' ** A parliament held at Bury, 
where Humphrey the good Duke of 
GlonoMter died, the friend of fhrtne 
Mid <rf his connby ; but chiefly the 
staunch promoter of the clergy." — 
{W. Wyrceuter, p. 463.) *' Hia 
arrest snd dose eostody flurew him 
into a sickness, which destroyed him 
in a few days." — {Whethamstcde, 
p. 365.) *'He died on 23rd of 
mnMiy, 1447."— (IT. Wj/remUt^ 
p. 464.) <* Fbr his honoumhle and 



liberal demenunir he was named the 

good Duke of Gloucester." — {Fa- 
byan, p. 444.) ** Leo Aretino de- 
dicated to him his translation of 
Aristotle's Politics; Peter deMonte, 
his book on Virtue and Vice ; Cas- 
tellio his Work on the Comparison 
of Study and a Military Life ; Peter 
Candidus his translation of Plato's 
Republics. He was the patron of 
Lydgate, the Foet, aadXitus Livias, 
the Historian." ** He washnried at 
St. Albans."— (5/010*, p. 174.) 

" Henry Beaufort, Cardinal of 
England, brother to King Henry 
the Fourth, died on the 11th of 
April 1447."— (JT. Wyrcetter, p. 
464.) He was greatly fhstin- 
guished amongst all the nobility for 
his pnliity, wisdom, ridies, and 
flory."— (Kiaf.CI^JLCbiif. |».»210 
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be carried into the ^rreat hall of his palace of WolvpRev, a.d. i447. 
where the clez^ of the city and the monks of tli • ( a- CMtin^"*''^ 
thedr^ were aeaembled. There he was pboed, whilst the ^ 
dirge was chaonted, the fiinend service performed, and 
his will read publicly.^ The next morning they assem- 
bled again : the mass of Requiem was celebrated, and 
his will was again read, with several new codicils." His 
executor offered the King a present of -£*2000 (equal 
in value to. ^20,000 in the present day,) which the King 
refused saj^g: He was always a most kind uncle to a ^ nan. 
me, whilst he lived : God reward him : Fulfil his inten- T^^T^* 
tions: I will not take his money It was presented to 
Eton College, an*! King's College Cambridge, which 
Henry had just lounded. 

Thus within a few weeks were removed two of the 
principal supporters of the House of Lancaster, and 
though the uncle and nephew were violently opposed to 
each other, their one bond of unity was the upholding of 
the descendant of Henry the Fourth on the throne of his 
grandfather, who had raised their House to the crown. 

Henry w^as doomed to ex])erience a harder fate Unpopi». 
than had fallen to the lot of any of our Sovei^igDS be- hJ;^^ 
fore. Married to one of the most beautiful and accom- 
plisfaed women in Europe, whose a£fectioa met a mutual 
return in the King's breast, he had a right to anticipate 
a happy future. But the circumstance of Anjou and 
Maine having been ceded to her father jc^ave rise to 
serious discontent. From Dr. J ames's MS. extracts from 
Dr. Gasooigne's Manuscript, preserved in the British J^^J^^ 
Museum, ^ we glean the angered and disrespectful feel- p* >m.) * 
roga with which the criticising part of the nation now 
contemplated that event, and the remarics they made 
upon it. ' Dr. Gascoigne was Chancellor of the Univer- 



X ^ IKtiPedChivuimiiMnfle. '<He 
appean to have lent to the crown in 

one year, jf20,000 ; m the next 
;^10,000; aod m another j£50,000. 
AAormidtimOO; £18,000; 9000 

^2 



nuum, and 7000 nant, uid to hxn 

giyen the King 13,350 marcs for 
some castles and manora."-~(3W*» 
ner, toI. iii. p. 152.) 
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A,D. 1447. sity of Oxfnr*! at tho time. "Lately," he says, in a 
certain Kingdom, a womaa was married to a certain 
King, and the person who contracted thia marriage, by 
a secret and fiEdse compact, alienated a great duchy from 
this Kingdom***-*^' England received no advantage with 
Queen Margaret, but the loss of Anjou and Maine, 
which her liusliand Henry VI. gave for her under his 
great seal to the Knig, her father.'' — " The Kinu; and 
Council authorized Adam Molins, the Bishop of Chi- 
chester, to give up these Provinces, who delivered them 
to Ren^ her father." At first no notice was taken of 
these comphunts, hut they became louder , and louder, and 
teSiuc'^ Suffolk's name was coupled with them. He demanded 
MtaceuMn. to be confronted with his accusers in presence of the 

— 'rtywu'r'jr * 

King and Council. lie obtained the re(juired hearing, 
and was pronounced not guilty. A Koyal Proclamation 
enjoined silence on his accusers. 

Some difficulties arose as to the terms of the cessbn 
of Anjou. Charles determining to bring the matter to 
an issue invested it's Capital with an army. The Bishop 
of Chichester was sent over, and delivered up the entire 
Province, stipulating for a truce of two years, and that 
the English, who held grants of land should receive the 
value of a ten years purchase. Henry at the same time 
made a protest that he did not resign the sovereignty of 
Anjou, but only i£% actual possession, on condition that 
the revenue should be enjoyed by Rene and Charles of 
Anjou, the father and uncle of Queen Mareraret. The 
consequences of having thus ceded these important pro- 
vinces was the entire loss of Normandy. The aspiring 
Charles availed himself of the circumstance of a party of 
soldiers, who had been thrown out of employ by the ces- 
sion of Anjou, having pillaged the town of Fougeres,^ in 



Faedira, 
vol. xi. 



CcMion of 
Anjou, 



of 

Nomuuidy. 



' " In 14-1^, an Enirlish Kniirht truce ; and this was the o<"f"n?ion 
named Sir Fmucu deAra^oms took that ei(lsr{ward*) the Frenchmen 
atomiofNaffinaiuljiMiiicdFogiers, got all fiovmuidy. "^{Siowe, p. 
{FBm0«nt,inBr^ttgnef)$ffiMt the 1 174.) 
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Bretagne, to demand bo exhorbitant a anita as eompenaa- aj9. liis. 
tion, that the impossibility of it's pajnnent might mUhrd 

him a pretext for Vin aking the truce. The Duke of So- 
merset applied tiirough the Abbot of Gloucester in Par- 
liaiDent for succours in 1448, and as this masterly com^ 
position is one of the finest specimens of the English 
language of that period it is given here entire. 

^Credence by my Lord of Somerset^ Zieutenant of ^om^mevn 

9 9 J . ' . application 

Francte and Normandif, committed to the Lord Hastings, ^l^^ll'}^; 
Chancellor of France^ and the Abbot of Gloucester, ''^y-^'^^j''^- 

opened by the mouth of the said Abbot, in the Parlia- ^"^^^^-^^ 
ment by the Kings Commandment, both to the Lords and 
to the Commons,^ 

^ It » not unknown to your great discretions, how it 

liked our aovorei^ii Lord iiuL long ago, to commit the 
governance of the c ountry now being under his obeisance 
in his realm of 1^ ranee and l>utchy of Normandy, to the 
high and mighty Prince my Lord of Somerset* The 
which prince in his notable wisdom seemg by experience 
the great continual and daily dai^rsy that there be 
done by the adversaries ; — seeing also the very likelihood 
within short time ol" intollerablc liurt tli< reof, unlubs 
then convenable and speedful remedy be prudently pur- 
veyed here ; sent hither my Lord Hastings Chancellor of 
France, and me in his company, with letters of Credence 
to our sovereign Lord ; to let his Highness have know* 
ledge of the doubtful and dangerous disposition of that 
country ; the which Credence as compendiously as I oan 
I shall open to your wiiidoms. 

Our Credence containeth principally three things. 
The first is to show the great puissance, and long advised i« 
ordinance furnished with all manner of habiliments of 
war of the adverse party ; the which dauly fortify, repair 
and stuff all their garrisons within the frontiers of the 
King^s obeisance, armed in gi( ;it mmibers against the 
tenor of the truce ; doin^^ murd^ris ^iji^iner^bif, taking 
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A.D. 144a 1lieKiiig^8 8abjeotapnBonerB,M(tf)it werepleyn (open) 
appitoftUoa ^^^iS ^^'ith other ^eat and lamentable injuries, as open 
toMta* robberies, oppressions and pillages without number. Of 
the which offences they have been divers times sum- 
HKHied and requircid by my said Lord of Somenet to 
make oeaae, and lepair them after the tenor of the 
truce ; but neither remedy nor reasonable answer, may 
in any wise as yet be had. Wherefore it may be pre- 
supposed by their froward deeds, and contrarious dis- 
position, that their intention is not to proceed effectual 
to any good conclusion of peace. Also the King^s uncle 
hath commanded and made cry throughout all his obei- 
sance ; that all nobles prepare them to be ready horsed 
and armed, in all wise habitted as belongeth to men of 
arms, within fifteen days warning ; upon pain of forfei- 
ture, of all their livelihuod the nmuher of which men 
is great and inestimable. Also the King*s uncle hath 
commanded to be cried in every parish of his obeisance 
under the same pain of forfeiture, that every thirty men 
furnish a man horsed and armed in bri^^anders^ and 
legemesse with a long bow, or a cross bow ; and diarged 
expressly that they do none other labours but exercise 
them to their said bows and harness; the number of 
which men so habitted and arrayed, as it is said by 
credible persons, that of reason should thereof have very 
knowledge, exceedeth forty thousand men. This is the 
first part of our Credence. 
11. The second part of our Credence is to show, that (if 
the war should fall, as God defends.) the country of Nor- 
mandy is in no wise of itself sufficient to make resistance 
against the great puissance of the said adversary for 
many great considerations. First, for there is no place 
in the King's obeisance there purveyed, neith^ in repa- 
lations, ordinance nor in any manner (of) artilleiy; but well 



" Armour consistiDg et many- I and eaty for tlw bO(ly.««*(JKeJkartf* 
j«^tod fcale^Uke platM fory pliut { am.) 
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nigh all places be in such ruin that though they were a.d. lus, 
stuffed with men ami ordinance they be so ruinous, that ^j^^taiuoo 
they be unable to be defended and kept. The which re- 22^"*' 
(Muration and ordinance to be purveyed sufficiently vill 
draw to inestiniftble costs. Also, by the last grant of 
the aid in Normandy, it was openly proposed by three 
estates there, that the ^eral poverty of the country 
was so great, that it was iinposjsihle for them to hear 
any more hereafter such charges as they have borne 
heretofore ; wherefore they desired to have the number 
of men of war made less, or else to shew to the King*s 
Highness, that there might be had goods of Engbnd to 
bear the same charges. For of necessity they said, they 
must be spared for certain years of such payments, or 
else they nmsi be needly constrained to go their way 
and forsake their country, and suffer the land to be 
abandoned to the adversanes, the which God ever defend. 
This is the second part of our Credence. 

The third part is to remember^ that the final term of iii. 
the last truce approacheth &st. For as your wisdoms 
have well in mind, it shall last now not to four months. 
And therefore it is thouirht h\^h time to begin your pur- 
veyance, for the safeguard of tliat noble land. Wherefore 
my Lord of Somerset most humbly beseecheth the King's 
Hig^ess, tenderly prayeth all my Lords his counsellors, 
wisheih, willeth all your wisdoms^ to have that noble 
land in your good and spedal remembrance, calling to 
mind the great, inestimable and well nigh infinite costs 
and etiksions both of goods and lilooti, that this land 
hath bom and suffered for that land's sake. Whereof 
the shameful loss (the which God ever defend) shall not 
only be the urreparable hurt of the common profit, but 
also an everlasting q>ite and per{)ctual derogation in the 
fame and renown of this noble realm. In eschewing 
whereof, and also least his silence in that behalf might 
in any wise be laid to his cliarge hereafter ; my said 
Lord of Somerset for his true acquittal, gave us in corn- 
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A.D. 144a. 

Somerset's 
application 
tu THrlia- 
meaU 



mandment to open his CredeDce on this behalf to the 
Khig*s Highness, or to siieh as it pleased his Grace to 

command to hear us. 

\Mioi-efbre, as by his commandment ye have benignly 
heard us, as we have in the name of my Lord of Somer- 
set in tho most humble wise besought the King s High- 
ness, and hereby prayed all my Lords in this parliament 
assembled ; in like wise tenderly we desire all your wis- 
doms that now represent all the Commons of this land ; 
that it lil<e you to weigh well all the con.siderations of 
this Credence in your j^rcat discretions ; and so help to 
pursue such aid, remedy, and brief expedition, as the 
merits of this matter requireth."^ 



A.D. 1449. 



May IfS and 
July mh. 



Rouen "sur- 
renders, 
Nov. 4lh. 



A.D. 1450. 
Ap. iStil. 



(IT. fTyr- 

ee»ter, 

p.40».) 



It has been objected to Somerset, that when a short 

time after this Rouen capitulated, he had his wife and 
children with hini. and in consequence it is implied, that 
such an attendance, at such a moment was, sufHcient 
evidence that great military vigour was not intended in 
the defence of the province. The important document 
above quoted shows that the Duke was fully aware of 
the dan^r that beset him, though the sudden breaking 
of the tniei: by Charles the Seventh left him no alterna- 
tive, but to keep his faiiiily with him. Surrounded on 
all sides by disaffection and treason, without assistance 
from England, he was unable to face the enemy and there- 
fore shut himself up in Rouen. Pont de FArche and 
Verheuil were surprized and taken, and in less than 10 
weeks, half Normandy had submitted to Count Dunois, 
the T^astai<l of Orleans. Rouen at last surrendered oa 
honourable terms, and the Duke of Somerset, who was 
promised a reinforcement of 3000 men, under Sir Thos. 
Kyriel, from Enghmd, fixed his head quarters at Caen. 
These troops never reached their destination, for inter- 
cepted by superior numbers under the Count de Cler> 
mont at Fourmigny they were mostly slain or taken 
prisoners. On the news of this defeat the towns of 
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Avrancfaea, Bayeux, and Vabunges immediately opened a.d. i4f0k 
their sates to the Conqueror. The Duke of Somerset <^<^n 

rendtrf, 

surrendered up Caen upon Capitulation, and thus of all ^ 
Normandy Cherburgh remained alone to the English, 
which however wa5? taken after a short siege. JnAu«. 12th. 
the space of twelve months and six days Charles had 
entirely recovered Normandy from the English, the 
loss of which with it'b hundred fortrems and seven 
bishoprics, was severely felt at home. William Wyr- 
cester records this event with more than usual brevity, 
thus : " In the same year, and in the same month all 
Normandy was lost." Cherburgh had no sooner sur- 
rendered, than the French King marched towards Gui- 
enne, and so supine were the Enslish that not a battle ^ ^^^s of ow^ 
was fought to retard his progress, but fortress alter 
fortress was delivered up to him without a blow, and, 
before the following; AntTust, nothing remained oi' the "The Bngiidi 

, . possession! 

Englisli posROftsions! in France, but the town of Calais gjjjj^ 
upon whicli the banner uf Henry waved, in mockery uf 
his title of King of France. 

The Nation was clamorous for vengeance on the heads 
of the Ministersy who were supposed to have sacrificed 
the King's foreign castles, towns and territories for large 
sums of gold." The iiishop of Chichester' probably p •'^25.) 
discerning the coming storm, resigned his scat in the Resfgnaoon 
cabinet, and was shortly afterwards murdered at Ports- lin^'' 
mouth, and the Duke of Suffolk^ on the meeting of 
Parliament in January 1450, rose up in the House of 



7 About the time of the Epi. 
phany of the Lord, M. Adan Mo- 
litis, Bishop of Chichester, was bar- 
barously murdered at Portsmouth, 
whither h^ bad gone to pay the sol- 
diers and niion, the people crying 
out that he w^s a traitor to the King 
and Uueen, and one of the barterers 
ofNonnaiidT.*'— (IfiUI. WfremUr, 
p. 467.) 



in the art of deceiving*" . . " He 
conferred bishoprics and benefices 
for n^nnpy, and did many things in 
tiie Kingdom against justice^ for his 
power alone.'' . . '* He introdnced 
his own faction, to the exclusion of 
tbe King's relations, into the King's 
peculiar senrice» and divided with 
tbem the great sams rnsed from tbe 
tenths and taxes for the Royal Tree* 



" He is drj-ir ted as ** a man of j sury." — {QroffL Omtm* pp* 521- 
Mugular cuaumg, and well versed 525t) 
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A.9.i4Ba. Lords and requested ihem "(o admit his Buppllcatioiu 
SSS?. de. desire, that he might make life declaration of the 
[j^Jj^P^/ great jiiianiy and defamation which vvaa .said uj)uii him, 
fTia^y l>tH>|;ie of this land." He obtained the desired 
permission, and his speech on this occasion is still pre- 
served in the Parliamentaiy Rolls. The Commons, how- 
ever, were not so easily satisfied as the Lords, and on 
the 28th of January they accused him by their Speaker 
of high crimes and misdemeanours, and requested his 
inpcKhcd coiiiiiuttal to the Tower. The commons then exhibited 
b7 the Con- ^^j^^^ j^-jj ^j- impeachment against him. On the 19th of 
March he v as brought from the Tower to the Kiticr'g 
palace at Westminster, and after a private hearing be- 
iitar fore the King and the Lords, he was sentenced to five 
ft ymn, y^^^ honourable exile by command of the Kmg. That 
this was intended merely to satisfy tlie eonunons by a 
show ol justice is evident from the accouia of a con- 
(Fem't Fas. temporary, for it is said that the Duke of Suttblk is 
y 1 ; ; A) pardoned, and hath his men again waiting upon him, and 
ofiSSli^' is right well at ease and meny, and is in the King's 
good grace, and in the good conceit of aU the lords as 
well as ever he was." He addressed one of the most 
beautiful Compositions in the language, ;l letter of moral 
advice to his son, dated April 28th 1450 and mailed from 
Ipswich in the first week in May. The following letters 
givmg an account of his barbarous murder, with the 
remarks which precede them, are extracted from Sir 
John Fenn's CoUecdon of Letters, vol. i. pp. 38-52. 
(«r jUfi ** The Murder of William De La Pole,9 Duke of Suf- 

/•Viitt'* Pas- 

umLetteri, folk, is, bv our liistoriaus, vaiiouslv related ; some in- 

vol* i* p> 48. ) " 



^ "On the 27th of January Wil- i some sailors oft' Dover.'' — {W. 
iiam de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk ] Wyrcetter, p. 477.) "And on the 



WM accused and examined before 



following day, being enticed on 



the whole Parliament, at it's sitting ' board a ship called ^ncola,^ of tf)$ 



in Westminjiter Hall. On the 1 7th 
of March following he was by the 
Kin^ and all the council sentenced 

to five years banishment, and in a 
few days afterwards beheaded by 



Colors, he was taken prisoner, and 
beheaded at sea on the 2d of May 
off DoTer."— (IT. Wjfreuimr^ p. 
469.) 
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fonniiig iifl» in general terms, that it WM committed by a.d. i4ii^ 
the oontrivanoe of the Party then in oppontion to the 
Queen ; others, that it was done by order of the Party 

then in the Duke of York*8 interest ; and others, that 
a Captain Nicholas, of a ship belonging to the Tower, or 
a Captaiii of a ship called the Nicholas, met him on the 
sea, and there took and murdered him, but whether in 
conaeqnenoe of being employed for that purpose, or on 
his own authority, does not snffieiently appear.^ 

A (Aort dcefcdi of the Proeeedings of Parliament, and 
of the Duke of SufFolk's situation previous to his leaving 
the Kingdom, is necessary to the dearly understanding 
of the following account." 

" Upon the meeting of the Parliament at Westmin- The com- 
8ter,in [November 1440] (January 1450) the Commons Pfj^^'^l*^^^ 
presented to the Lords seyeral Articles of Impeachment f^k. Nov. ^ 
against the Duke of Suffolk. The Queen fearing the I^P^y**** 
consequences ui these, persuaded the King to send the 
Duke to the Tower, hopmg by this step to satisfy the 
Commons." 

After this, by her address, the Parlianient was ad- 
journed to Leicester, to meet m April 1450, [idiere the 
Duke, bdng released from his imprisonment, appeared. He is rc* 
with the King and Queen, as Prime Minister. This 
proct( ling extremely oiiendinG^ the Commons;]^® they 
presented a Petition to the King, praying that all, who 
had been concerned in the delivery of Nonnandy to the 
French, m%ht be punished.^ 

The Queen's fears were now renewed, [and she pre- 
vailed upon the King instantly to hanieh the Duke for 
five yeai*s, which he did and the Duke very s>uua em- 



The paasages placed within 
brackets [ J are probably those 
I 'tfar t ed to in tlie foUowtag Botet 

'* It may be observed that there are 

many misUkes in the remarks of the 
editor on these letters." — (Ltnyard, 



vol. iii. p. 463.) The Duke had 
been banuhed by the King on the 
17th of Maidi,--( W. Wyrtmitr, p. 
477,) previoua to ih» a4jQiinwneat 
of fwliMMiit. 



Digitized by Google 



INTBODUCnON. 



[kino 



Enmity of 
the Duke of 
York, 



barked with an intention of going to Fiaaoe, where Ug 
Friend the Duke of Somerset was Regent." 

** From the plain state of this historical fact, ck livered 
(ln\Mi to us ill these letters, the following Observations 
are deduced, first prerai8in<r tliat, in 1447, the Duke of 
Suffolk in conjunction witli the Queen and her Ministry^ 
had been one of the principal Agenta in the murder of 
the Duke of Gloucester ; an event which, in all human 
probability, was the immediate occasion of the Duke of 
York's thoughts of asserting his claim to the crown, a 
claim, in which he could have had little hojM ^ of snecess. 
during the life of a Prince, the Uncle ot the reigning 
King, and the brother, and the son of the two preoedmg 
Sovereigns." 

A Prince likewise well beloved by the People, and 
endowed with abilitieB which would have adorned a 

throne." 

" The Duke of York at this time most certainly had a 
pei-sonal hatred to the Duke of Sufiblk, as by him he 
had been not long before dismissed from the Regency of 
France, and was very lately sent into Ireland, to quell a 
Rebellion with a force inadequate to the purpose/' 

The Duke of Suffolk^s undoubted attachment to the 
House of Lancaster, nuist be, at all times, a great im- 
pediment to the taking of many necessary steps by tlie 
York Party, towards carrying this meditated claim into 
execution ; the having him therefore put to death, must 
be a very desirable circumstance to the Duke of York 
and his friends." 

" The arrival of the Earls of Devonshire and Warwick, 
at this critical time at Leicester, with such large retinues 



*i The writer of these remarks 

evidently conskleretl theDulce guilty 
of the murder. Had he been at all 
implicated in the death of the Duke 
of Gloucester, it would no doubt 
have been broup-bt fnrw^ird in the 
articles of bis impeachment. As 



neither of flie authorities already 
quoted, nor his public accuRers 
bring this charge against him, it 
was probably a report spread to hia 
prejudice by the JDoke of York end 
his partifaaa. 
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of Men * well hyiBen^* furnishfls very sufficient reasons a.d. 

for thinking, tiiat the murder of the Duke of Suffolk was 
a premeditated scheme ; and that these noblemen came, 
thus attended, to prevent any proceedings which might 
have been adopted by the Queen and ker Party, on their 
knowledge of this event being accomplished ; for these 
two noblemen eonld not arrive at Leicester in conse- 
quence of the murder, as it was impossible for them to 
know of it, to get their men t-ogether, and to enter 
Leicester, the one on the 4th, the otJier on the otli of 
May, the account of it not arriving in London till the 
4th ; they therefore most probably came in consequence 
of their previous knowledge of the plan that was laid, to 
wait the event of it, and to act as circumstances might 
require." 

" The sentence of banishment seems to have been 

the rmirder 

almost instantaneous, this method therefore of taking him 
off, must have been as instantaneously resolved upon, by 
those of the Party thra near the Court ; for though the 
People in general and the Commons hated the Duke, it 
no where appears, that he was thus taken off by any 
generally concerted plan for that })ur})ose, but by a party; 
and as these two noblemen, both at that time professed 
Friends to the Duke of York, arrived thus critically 
with such numerous attendants so well arrayed and ac- 
coutred, it gives the greatest reason to suspect that it 
was by their Party." 

" What Captain of a ship that had met the Duke on 
the sea, unk^ss his ship liad been sent out on purpose to 
take him, could have known what had passed at Lei- 
cester, otherwise than from the Duke s own people in 



^ After featence of banitiUment 
M been prcnunmoed be wis per. 
mitted to enjoy the qoieC of hU own 

home in Suffolk for fiv« wf^fks. It 
was oa the ete ot his dcpurture that 



he wrote the letter to his sou, giveu 
in tiie Fttton Celtoetion, and which 
coold never have proceeded from the 
pea of the unrderer of Glotioetter. 
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A. D. 1450. the Spinner, and from that account only would have 

dared to take and murder him?** 

" n iiih torce too, the Nicholas, with the other ships 
waiting on him, s\as certainly much superior to the 
Duke*s two ahips, and one little spinner; otherwise, how 
can we account for hia own ahipmen not holding with 
him! for however lowly faDen in the public esteem^ a 
nobleman, of his consequence and pomeasions, must have 
still had faithfid adherents enough to have defended him; 
and to have accompanied him to France ; unless they 
found that resistance in their situation to such su}>erior 
force, (a force sent out on purpose to take him)« could 
be of no service ; but would most probably have listened 
his (ate/* 

" The words, * God save the Kynge and sende us Pees,* 
seem to insinuate a suspicion of the King-'s personal 
saiety at this time, and a fear tliat the disturbances 
which then overspread the land, might be productive of 
civil wars ; for the Prayer for Peace being coupled with 
that for the King's safety, plainly refers to the distur- 
bances at home, and not to those in France.** 

*' From these, and all other circumstances, therefore, 
as stated in these two Letters, it may he justly con- 
cluded, that the York Party not only contrived, but 
perpetrated the murder of this nobleman ; who thus fell 
a terrible example, that Blood requires Blood ; and had 
it been the only, instead of the first blood spilt by the 
Yorkists, happy had it been for England, who would not 
then have had to lament those deluges of it, which soon 
after flowed in the dreadful Civil Contests between the 
two Houses of York and Lancaster."" 

PaSr " Jiight Worshipful John Paston, at Norwich. 

tSlSStm Right worshipful Sir, I recommend me to you, and 
am right sorry of that I shall say, and have so washed 
this little bill with sorrowful tears, that uneths (scarcely) 
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ye shall read it. As on Monday next after May Day a 
(4ith May) there came tidings to London, tliat on Thurs- 
day before {30th of April) the Duke of Suffolk caiue 
unto the Coasts of Kent fall near Dover with bis two 
shipe and a little fipinner; the which qpinner he sent 
witii certain letten, by certain of his trusted men unto 
Calais ward, to know how he should be reoeiTed ; and 
with him met a ship called Nicholas of the Tower with 
other ships waiting on him, and by them that were in 
the spinner, the Master of the Nicholas had knowledge 
of the Duke's coming. When he espied the Duke's 
ships, he sent forth his boat to weet what they were, 
and the Duke himself spoke to them, and said, he was 
by the King^s commandment sent to Cali^ ward, &c. 
and they said, he must speak w-ith their ma^ster ; and so 
he with two or three of his men went forth with them 
in their boat to the Nicholas ; and when he came, the 
Master bade him, ' Welcome Traitor,' as men say. And 
further the Master desired to weet if the shipmen would 
hold with the Duke, and they sent word they would not 
in no wise ; and so he was in the Nicholas till Saturday 
(2nd Maij) next following. Some say he wrote much 
thing to be delivered to the King, but that is not verily 
known. He had his Confessor with him &c. and some 
say he was arraigned in the ship on their manner upon 
the Impeachments and found guilty, &c. Also he asked 
the name of the ship, and when he knew it, he remem- 
bered Stacy that said, il he might escape the danger of 



13 i« William la Pole, Earl of [ Duke of Suffolk ; of whom d^d de- 
Saffolk held the othce of High Ad- scend Johu da la Pole, Earl ol Lin- 



niral during the minority of Henry | coin, stain with Martin Swnrth, at 

Holand, Duke of Exeter, Dc- Stokefield in King Henry VII. time ; 
prived of his hif^h offices, sent into ' of whom there is no issue." — (Harl, 



exile, and captured at sea, he was 
beheaded on the 2nd of May in the 
28th year of Henry VI."— (BiW. 
Cot. MS. FauJitina, c. IX.) *' This 
■Wiiiiani de la Pole was created Mar- 
qniaofSuffblk,Sep.l4,AnnoXXIV. I Thomas, Duke of Clarenee.*' 
Henr. VI. He ww after cNeted 1 (HurL MS8. No, 235.) 



MSS. 7371.) " He was elected a 
Knight of tiie Garter, May 3rd in 
the 9th year of Henry VI. and 
placed in the stall the seventh of 
the Prince's side, after the death of 
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A.D. 1480. the Tower he should be fiafe» and then his heart failed 
him, for he thought he was deceived. And in the sight 
of all his men he was drawn out of the great ship into 
the boat, and thoro was an axe and a stock, and one of 
the lewdest (nieanesi) of the ship bade him lay down his 
head and he should be fiurly fared with, and die on a 
aword ; and took a rusty sword and smote off his head 
within half a dozen strokes^ and took away his gown of 
russet, and his doublet of velvet mailed, and laid his 
body on the s<ands of Dover ; and some say his liead was 
set on a pole by it ; and liis men sit on the land by 
great circumstance (by great numbers I) and pray. And 
the Sheriff of Kent doth watch the body and {h€Uk) 
sent his Undershenff to the Judges to weet what to do ; 
and also to the King {to know) what shall be done. 
Further T wot not, but thus far is it, if the process be 
erroneous let his counsel reverse it &c. Also for your 
other matters they sleep and the Fryar also &c. 
Sir Thomas Kyriel is taken prisoner and all the leg 
harness and about 3000 Englishmen slain. Matthew 
itwastbe Gooth {GmighX) with 1500 fled and saved himself and 
cSiStiiit them. And Peris Bruoy {Piers Bnusy) was chief Cap- 
wluluer tain and had 10,000 Frenchmen and more, &c. I pray 
you let my mistress your mother know these tidings, 
and God have you all in his keeping. I pray you (that) 
this bill may recommend me to my Mistresses your mo- 
ther and wife, &c. James Gresham hath written to 
John of Dam and recommendeth him, &c. Written in 
great haste at London the 5th day of May, &e. 

[Byj/ouT Wife] 

William Lomner** 



^ •* Hit My, with the head, was 1 iu^Mk.**^{I)uydaW»Barimge. 
Iiaried ia the Chateh of Wingfield, | vol. iL p. 189.) 
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A.D. 

To my Bight WumJnpfiLl Cpum, John Pofton of jdo. cnot'* 

Norwich ^tquure, >petuog8ttr. 

Right woraliiplui Sir» I recommend me mito you in 
the most goodly wise that I can ; and for aa much as ye 
deaifed of me to send you word of divers matters here, 

which have been opened in the Paiiiament openly, aud I 
send vou of them siieli <us I can. 

First more especial, tliat for very truth upon iSaturday 
that last was, the Duke of Suffolk was taken I'n the 66a» 
and there he waa heheaded, and hia body with the ap- 
purtenance set at land at Dover; and all ihe folks that 
he had with him were set to land, and had none harm, 
&c. And also the King hath somewhat granted to have 
the resumption again, in .some but not in all &c. 

Ako ii' ye purpose to come hither to put up your bills, 
ye may come now in a good time, for now every man 
that hath any, they put them in, and so may ye if ye 
come, with God's grace to your pleasure. Furtiiermore 
upon the 4th day of this month, the Earl of Devonshire 
came hither with 300 men well beseen &c. and upon 
the morrow after my Lord of Warwick with 400 and 
more, &c. 

Also aa is noised here Calais shall be besieged within 
this seven days, &c« God save the King, and send us 
peace, &c. 

Other tidings be there none here, but Almighty God 
have you in his keeping. Written at Leicester, the 6th 
day of May. 

Your CouHn 



John Crane, 



The King and Queen who were plunged into the 
(ieepeat distresR by this unlooked for and tragical occur- 
rence, were roused from the indulgence of their sorrow 
by a sudden and unexpected danger. 
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A.D. 1450. ** Tlio Comnions of Kent, in frren.i nnniLors, assembled 
on Black-Heath having to their Captain Jack Cade, 
against whom the King sent a great anny ; but by the 
^ai^icie, Baid captain and rebels, they were discomfited, and Sir 
^^'^ Humphrey Staflbid and WiUiam his brother, with many 
others slain. After this victory the rebel came to Lon- 
don, entered the city, and struck his sword upon London 
Stone, saying, Now is Mortimer Lord of this city.** 
Upon the 3rd of July, he caused the Lord Say to be 
arraigned, and at the standard in Cheap smote off his 
head ; he also beheaded Sir James Cromer at Mile End. 
After this succeeded open robbery within the city. But 
the Mayor and others sent to the Lord Scales, keeper of 
the Tower, who promised his aid witli shooting of ordi- 
nance and Matthew Gough was appointed to assist the 
Mayor; so that the Captains of the city took upon 
them in the night to keep the bridge, where between 
them and the rebels was a fierce encounter. In con- 
clusion the rebels got the draw bridge, and drowned and 
spoiled many. 

This conflict endured till 9 of the clock in the morn- 
ing, in doubtful chance ; so that both parties agreed to 
desist from fight till the next day, upon condition that 
neither Londoner should pass Southwark, nor the Ken- 
tishmen into London. Then the Archbishop of Can- 
terbnry and others passed to Southwark, where they 
shew * ] a general pardon, for all offenders ; whereupon 
the multitude retired home. The Captain fled through 



^ Cade bad accepted this pardon 
with the others, but repenting again 
collected his followers on the 8 th of i 
July. " Anr! on the same night this I 
captain and his men fell back upon | 
Rocfaeiter, and awhile after, in the 
same year, Alexander Iden, was in- : 
ducted in the office of shrrifT. Also ! 
at Hocbester on the same day, the j 
fDlIowen of th« Captain ftu out j 
among tiMimelTea leqiecting tiie 1 



division of the booty, whilst he 
taking horw fled away, and wai 
killed by the afbreaaid n<}w sheriff 
of Kent in a certain garden. After 
which his body was conveyed to 
London, and by an order of Conn- 
cil, beheaded and quartered, and hit 
head placed on London hrid^rp IdtV- 
iug Keutward*.''— (ff. IV^rce^ier, 
p: 472.) 
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the weald of Sussex (Kent) and there was slain. After am. 14m» 
this the King rode into Kent, where many were drawn fii/SS^' 
and quartered." 

The foUowing letter^ written a few years after theee 
events by a servant of Sir John Fastolf, who was taken 
by the Rebels, presents us with a curious account of the 
Commons of Kent, and shews ns the violence and bar- 
barity of a body of men, collected chieHy from the dregs 
of the people, combined together for the pretended pur- 
pose of Reformation^ but really for the destruction of all 
good order and legal government. These contemporary 
accounts give many minor details, which are necessary 
to elucidate the transactions of this eventful period of 
our history, and which we seek for in vain in the more 
legitimate sources of information. 

*' To my Right HonourabU Master^ John Paston" ^.^^J^^** 

Hight honourable and my right entirely beloved cS^^s 
Master, I recommend me unto you, with all manner of 
diu )\ \ erence in the most lowly wise as me ought to do, 
evermore desiring to hear of your worshipful state, pros- 
perity and welfare ; the which I beseek {beseech) God, 
of his abundant grace, {to) increase and maintain to his 
utmost pleasance, and to your hearths desire. 

Pleaseth it, your good and gracious Mastership, ten- 
derly to consider the great losses and hurts, that your 
l*etitiouer hath, and hath had ever since the Commons 
of Kent came to BJackbeath and that is at 15 years 
passed ; whereas my master Sir John Fastolf Knight, 
that is, your Testator, commanded your heseecher to 
take a nmn, and two of the best horses that were in his 
stable, with him to ride to the Commons of Kent, and 
get the Articles that they come for; and so 1 did ; and 
also {as) soon as I came to the Blacklieath, the Captain 
made the Commons to take me ; and for the salvation of 
my Master's Horses I made my fellow to ride away with 
the two horses ; and I was brought forthwith before the 

c 2 
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A D i4,'.o. Captain of Keot; and the Captfiin fl inanded (of) me, 
iHu/n* what was my cause of coming thither, and why that I 
Sl£*°!^. made my fellow to steal away with the Jiones; and I 
said, that I came thither to cheer with my wife^s 

bretlireii, and others that were mine alhes, and gubbip;^ 
of mine, that were present there ; and then was there 
one there, and (who) said to the Captain, that I was one 
of Sir John Fastoif 's men, and the two hones were Sir 
John Fastoif 's; and then the Captam let cry Treason 
upon me throughout aU the field, and brought me at 
four parts of the field, with a Herald of the Duke of 
Exeter before me, in the Dukt V ( oat of A mils making 
four Oyez at four parts of the field ; proclainiing openly 
by the said Herald, that I was sent thither for to espy 
their puissance, and their habiliments of war, fifom the 
greatest Traitor that was in England or in France, as 
the said Captain made proclamation at that time, irom 
one Sir John Fastoif Knight, the which minished (di- 
minished) all the Garrisons of Normandy, and Manns, 
and Mayn, the which was the cause of the losing of all the 
King's title and right of an heritance, that he had be- 
yond the sea. And moreover he said^ that the said Sir 
John Fastoif had furnished his Place with the old sol- 
diers of Normandy and hahilimeiits of war, to destroy 
the Commons of Kent, when that they came to Soutli- 
wark. and therefore he said plainly that T should lose 
my head ; and so forthwith I was taken, and led to the 
Captain's Tent, and one axe and one block was brought | 
forth to have smitten off mine head; and then my 
Master Poynyngs your brother, with other of my friends | 
came, and letted {prewnied) the Captain, and said 
plainly, that there sh ould uii liuinlred or two, that in | 
case be, that 1 died ; and ho hy that mean my life was 
saved at that time. And then I was sworn to the Cap- 
tam, and to the Commons, that I should go to South- 
wark and array me in the best wise that I could, and 
come again to them to help them; and so I got the 
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Whereupon T came to my Master Fastolf and brought cSSe** 
him the Articles, aad informed him of all the matter, ^'^^ 
and counselled him to put away aU his habiliments of 

war, and the old Soldiers, and so he did, and went him- 
self to the Tower, and all his meyny { family) with him, 
but Betts and Matthew Brayn ; and had not I been, the 
Commons would have brenned {burnt) his Place, and all 
his Tenuries; where though it cost me of my own proper 
goods at that time more than sax marks (^4) in meat 
and drink, and {yet) notwithstanding the Captam that 
same time let take me at the ^^ hite Hart in Suuthwark, 
and there commanded Lovelace to despoil me out of 
mine array, and so he did; and there he took a fine 
Qown of Must' dewyllrs (qy. Dowlas) furred with fine 
beavers, and one pair of Brigandines covered with blue 
velvet and gilt nttJs, with leg-harness ; the value of the 
Gown and Brigandines £S. 

Item the captain sent certain ui his men to my Cham- 
ber in your rents, and there they broke up my chest and 
took away one obligation of mine, that was due unto me 
of ^36 by a Priest of Paulas, and one other obligation 
of one Knight of £\0 and my purse with five rings of 
gold and 17s. and 6d. of gold and silver ; and one har- 
ness complete of the touch of Milan ; and one Gown of 
fine Perse blue furred with Martens ; and two Gowns, 
one fun*ed with Bogey, and one other lined with frieze ; 
and there would have smitten off mine head, when that 
they had despoiled me at the White Hart; and there 
my Master Poynyngs and my Friend saved me, and so I 
was put up, tiU at night that the Battle was at London 
Bridge ; and then at night the Captain put iiu» out into 
the Battle at the Bridge, and there 1 was winaided. and 
hurt near hand to death ; and there 1 was six hours in 
the battle and might never come out thereof ; and four 
times before that time I was carried about throughout 
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A. p. 14BA. Kent and Stisaex, and there they would have Bmitten off 
LteVr^^ my head ; and in Kent there as my wife dwelled they 

cw«'«!- took away all our Goods moveable that we had ; and 
there would have handed my wife and five of my chil- 
dren, and left her no more goods but her kirtle and her 
smock ; and anon after that hurling {commotion) the 
Biehop of Roeheater impeached me to the Qneen, and ao 
I was arreflted by the QueenVt oommandment into the 
Marohalaea, and Uiere was in right great dureas, and fear 
of mine life, and was threatened to have been handed, 
drawn, and quartered ; and so they would have made me 
have impeached my Master Faatolf of treason, and be- 
cause that I would not» they had me up to W cstminsterY 
and there would have sent me to the Gaol House at 
Windsor, but my wife's and one cousin of mine own, 
that were Yeomen of the Crown they went to the King, 
and got grace and one Charter of i'ai <lon. 

Per le v*re, 

J. Path." 

A.D.1451. **Tn the beginning of September the King heard 
Y^JkleJurn. ^Idlngs of the suddett arrival of Richard, Duke of York, 

— (if-.'/iv- Wales from Ireland, whereupon the Lord Lyle and 
p.'^SL) otliers \v( re despatched to intercept his progress. About 
Death of tlie same time William Tresham, the celebrated lawyer 
3JjJJ*32' (Speaker of the House) was killed l)y the retainers of 
Lord Grey de Kuthyn at Multon Park near Northamp- 
ton on the 22nd of September, on his road to join the 
Yorfecfiterw Said Duko of York. And on the 30th the Duke of 

liOlldon with , , . . ^ A 

au armed ^ ovK With a letmue o\ 4000 ai liii (I men entered the 
8ept,'30. Palace of \V estniius^Lt r, and witli insolence desired the 
King to call a parliament forthwith, retiring shortly 
after the feast of St. Michael to his Manor of Fother^ 
ingay." 

The Duke of In tho OctobeT f(^owiiiir the Duke of Somerset re- 
return fwmi turned by way of Calais from Normandv." His arrival 

Frani-e. — . , . 

(jotd.) xvas hailed by the King and (^ueea as a blessing, for since 
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the death of the King's imdeB he was the nearest of a.d.i4»i. 

kin to Henry, and it was hoped his presence and in- 
fluence would check tlic ambition of the Duke of York. 
The following table shows how nearly he was allied to 
the King : 

John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster. 

John Beaufort, larl of Somerset. 

1 1 r . 

Henry, John, Edmund, 

Earl of Somerset, Duke of Somerset, Duke of Somenet. 
died young. died 1444. 



Bolingbroke, in usurping the throne had challenged 
the crown in right of his lather and mother being both 
descendants of Heniy the Third, and exhibited the fol- 



lowing table. 



Kino Henry III. 



Pedigree of 
the lied 



Edmund, Earl of 
Lancaster. 




Henry, Earl of 
Lancaster. 



Henry, Duke of 
Lancaster. 



King Edward L 



King Edward II. 



Kmg Edward HI. 



John of Gaunt, Duke of Lan- = Blanch, Duchess of Lancaster. 

caster. | 

King Hbnbt IV. 

But this pedigree could give him no legal daim to the 

throne, for the young Roger Mortimer, Eari of March, 

was sprunof from the Duke of Clarence, the elder brutlicr 
of John of Gaunt ; and his mutiiei s title was not tenable 
as her descent was from Kdmund, Earl of Lancaster, a 
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Aj>. I4N. younger brother of King Edward I. The conseqaences 
of this inurpation were now to be yiri ted on the head of 

his imiucent p^andson with fearful vengt aiu e. The 
Duke of York was descended as just stated ironi Lionel, 
Duke of Clarence, the third son of Edward the Third, 
the elder brother of John of Gaunt, and Clarence^s great 
grandson, Roger Earl of March was (he legitimate heir 
to the crown at the period of Bolingbroke's accession to 
the throne. 



Pedtoree of 
the White 



I, Dl 



lionel, Duke 
Clarence. 



of 



Philippa, married 
Edmund, Earl of 
March. 



Roger Mortimer, 
Earl of March. 



King Euwaud III. 




Edmund, Earl of 

CamT)n(^^p in 
1361; and Duke 
of York in 1385* 



Anne Mortimer, married 



Richard, Earl of Cambridge, 
younger brother to Edward, 
Duke of York. 



Richard, Babl ok Rutland, in 1402 ; Dukb op York» 
in 1415, Father of Edward IV. 



Parliament 

meettieNoV. 

1461. 

(Jfilliam 
ff'yrcetUr, 



Chief tup- 
porten of 
York. 



On the 6th of November 1451 l^arliament met. The 
rival leaders openly opposed each other, and York pro- 
ceeded so far as to employ one of his creatures, Thomas 
Yonge, the Member for Bristol, a Uw-^tudent, to pro- 
poee that as the King was without issue, the Buke of 
York should he declared heir apparent. For which 
cause the said Thomas was afterwards committed to the 
Tower of London."*' The chief supporters of the Duke 
of York were, John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk; the 
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Nevilles, Richard Earl of Salisbury, Richard Earl of a d. i4ii. 
Warwick, Edward Lord Berg-avenny, and William Lord 
Falcunbridge ; Courteney Earl of Uevon; the Lords 
Cromwell, Latimer and Cobham. These noblemen formed 
B Very strong party, but though they threatened the life 
of Somerset, and instigated the populace to pillage his 
property, they could obtain no decided advantage. The 
partizans, however, of the Duke held frequeol consulta- 
tions, the result ol which was a <leteruiiiiation to appeal 
to the sword on the first favourable opportunity. Even 
during the sitting of parliament, a short time after the 
member for Bristol had proposed to settle the succession 
on the Duke of York, the Earl of Devon besieged the 
Lord Bonville in the Castle of Taunton, which caused a BonHiieii 

mi TmnlOB,— 

ureat coniiuotiou m the West of England. The Duke (^««»«« 

«=» ° Wyrcetter, 

of York, the Lord de Molins, William Lord Herbert, p- ^*-) 
and others joined the Earl, upon which Lord Bonville 
surreDdered."" This Lord Bonville was a staunch loy- 
alist, and haH been raised to the peerage by Henzy the 
Sixth. Party dissensions already caused disunion in 
privato families. "In August Thomas Neville, son ofQ"""^^ 

* *^ ^ ^ ' tween Lords 

the Earl of Sali^^ljury was married to the niece of Lord 8«u«^nr 

and Egre- 

Cromweii at Tatershall in Lincolnshire, lietuming J^-^^ 
from the wedding a serious quarrel arose between Tho- 
mas Percy» Lord £gremont» and the Earl^ which was 
the commencement of the most grievous disturbances in 

England. John, Eari of Beaudiamp s resignation of the 

office of Lord 1 re;usurer was accepted, and John Tiptoft 
Earl of Worcester, appointed to succeed him. And 
although the Lord Cromwell was still Lord Chamberlain, 
the Country was entirely governed by the Duke of So- 
menet and his associates.* 

In the following September a council was held atcbmcuac 
Coventry to reconcile the differences of the Dukes of a«ptemiifr. 

and Somerset, and their quarrel was referred to 
the King and Council of the Peers." Concerning this 
and other events connected with the period, a letter 
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A.D. I4SL from James Gresham to John Paston furnishes these 

additional particulars : 
Change of "Aa for tiding, my Lord Chancellor is discharged, 
(iSmVi'M. and in his stead is my Lord of Winchester. And niy 
vol. i. pp. 'h J.ord of Shrewsbury is Treasurer. Brown of your Inn 
^ '''^ is Under^Treasurer, if ye would send to him to grant you 
the naming of the Escheatorship of Norfolk, ete. it were 
well done, for it is told me, he would do much for you. 
Master Laurence HoolIi is Privy Seal. 
It is said that my Lord of ^ ork hath boon with the 
King, and is departed again in right good conceit with 
the King, but not in great conceit with the Queen. 

Some men say, had my Lord of Buckingham not have 
letted {hindered) it, my Lord of York had been dis- 
tressed (seized) in his def^rting. 
A.i). \4b'2. On Monday l.i>^t past, was a Great affray at Coventry, 
CwentS. between tlic i)uko of Somerset's men, and the watch- 
men of the Town, and two or throe men of the Town 
were killed there, to (the) great disturbance of all the 
lands there, for the alarum bell was rung, and the Town 
arose, and would have jeoparded to have distressed the 
Duke of Somerset, and had not the Duke of Bucking- 
ham taken a direction therein, 
^•content Also it is said, the Duke of Buckingham taketh right 
ofBiMUa;- strangely that both his brethren are so suddenly dis- 
charged from their Offices of Chancellery and Treasurer- 
ship; and that among other causeth him that his ojnnion 
is contrary to the Queen*s intent, and many other also, 
as it is talked. 

Item, some men say, the Council is dis-solved, and that 
the King is forth to Chester, etc. Also some say, that 
many of the Lords shall resort hither to London ac^inst 
Ali-haUowsrtide. And as touching the election of She- 
rifis, men ween that my Lord of Canterbury shall have a 
great rule, and specially in our Country. 

T can no more, hue Almighty God s»end us, as his 
most pleaiiurc is. 
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Written in all haste, the Saturday next after Saint a.d. 14S9. 
Edward's day. 

Yonr servant, 

James Gresham,''' 

Tliis letter implies that the Queen, probably mistrust- The i>ukeof 
ing the proiestatiuiia of the Duke of York, looked upon forvcsto 
him with an eye of suspicion. Dissatisfied with the 
position of afiairs he hastened to his castle of Ludlow, 
and raising his tenants in the Welah Marches, sent the 
following Petition to the King : 

^ Bichard Duke of York^s PetUion to King Henry for PMicknwthe 
the Punishment of Traitors etc. ^h'-*^' 

Please it, your Highness, tenderly to consider the i^. ifp?».) 
great grudging and rumour that is universaUy in this 

your Realm, of that justice is not duly ministred to such 
as trespass and ofteiid Mi^ainst your laws; and in special 
of them that (tiave) been endited of Treason, and otiicrs, 
being openly noised of the same ; wherefore, for great 
inconvenience that have fallen, and great is like to fall 
hereafter, in your said Realm, which God defend, but 
i^nless) by your Highness provision oonvenable be made 
for due reformation and punishment in tliis behalf; 
wherefore I, your huml le subject and liegeman, Richard 
Duke of York, wiliiug as effectually as X can, and de- 
sirinnr surety and prosperity of your most royal person, 
and welfare of this your noble Realm, counsel and ad- 
vertise your excellence, for the conservation of good 
tranquillity and peaceable rule amon^!^ all true subjects, 
for to ordain and [jiuvide, tliat due Justice be liad against 
all such that {have) been so indited or openly so noised ; 
wherein I offer, and will put me {myself) in devoir (duty) 
for to execute your commandments in these premises, of 
such offenders and redress of the said misrulers to my 
might and power. And for the hasty execution hereof, 
like it your Highness to dress {address) your letters of 
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* 

A.D. i«s. Privy Sea] and Writ8» to your officere and ministers to 
do take and arrest all such persons so noised or endited 
of what estate, degree or condition so ever they be» and 
then to oommit to your Tower of London, or to other 

your prisons there to abide without bail or iiiaiiipiize 
unto the tinie that they be utterly tried and declared 
after the course of your law.^ 

He sent copies of this petition to all the [Mincipal 
towns, and to many private persons, and to the latter 

circumstance we are indebted for the document given 
above. In his subsequent attainder he was charged 
i^r!' ' having by this means incited many private per- 
p.a4<».) sons to rebellion.^ The Duke now at the head of a con- 
siderable army prepared to march towards London, first 
addiessmg the following letter to the dtiiens of Shrews- 
bury. 

DnkeoT Richord Duke of York to tke Citizens of Shremhvru 

York's tetltf »f 

to fh«cm. A, 1}. 1452 ; upon kU march towards London to over- 

sens of 

Shrewsbury. throw the Duke of Somerset. 

^uu^f. Bight worshipful Mends, I recommend me unto you, 
mitSi.) and I suppose it is well known unto you, as well by 
experience as by common language said and reported 

throujrhout all Christendom, what land, what worship 
honour, and manhood was ascribed of all Nations unto 
the people of this realm, whilst the Kingdom's Sove- 
reign Lord stood possessed of his Lordship in the realm 
of France, and Dutchy of Normandy; and what dero* 
gation, loss of merchandize, lesion of honour, and villany, 
is said and reported generally unto the English nation, 
for loss of the same ; namely uiito the Duke of Somer- 
set, when he had the commandance and charge thereof; 
the which loss hath caused and encouraged the King s 
enemies for to conquer and get (xascony and Guienne, 
and now dafly they make their advance for to lay siege 
unto Gahus, and to other places in the Marches there. 
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for to apply them to their obeisance, and so for to come a.d. 14&2. 
into the land with great puifisaace to the final destruc- v^'^etter 
tion thereof, if they might prevail, and to put the knd t^.!!*';,^'*** 
in their subjection, which God defend. And on ^'^<'«**^^"'7- 
other part it is to be supposed it is not unknown to you 
how that coming out of Ireland, I as the King^s true 
hege man, and servant, and ever shall be to my life's 
end, and for my true acquital, perceiving the inconve- 
nience before rehearsed, advised his Koyal Majesty of 
certain Articles concerning the weal and safeguard, as 
well of his most royal person, as the tranquillity and 
conservation of all this his realm ; the which Advertise- 
ments, how be it that it was thought that they were 
full necessar}% were laid apart, and to be of none effect, 
through the envy, malice and untruth of the said Duke 
of Somerset ; which for my truth faith, and allegiance 
that I owe unto the King^ and the good will and &vour 
that I have to aU the Realm, laboureth continually about 
the King''s Highness for my undoing, and to corrupt my 
blood, and to disherit me and my heirs, and such pei-sons 
as be about me, without any desert or cause done or 
attempted on my part or theirs, I make our Lord J udge. 
Wherefore, worshipful Friends, to the intent that every 
man shall know my purpose, and desire for to declare 
me such as I am, I signify unto you that with the help 
and supportation of Almighty God, and of our Lady, 
and of all tlie Company of Heaven, I, after long suffer- 
ance and delays, not my will or intent to displease my 
sovereign Lord, seeing that the said Duke ever pre- 
vaileth and ruleth about the King's person, that by this 
means the land is likely to be destroyed, am fully con- 
cluded to proceed, in aU haste against him, vdth the help 
of my kinsmen and friends, in such wise, that it shall 
prove to promote ease, peace, tranquillity, and safeguard 
of all this land : and more, keeping me within the 
bounds of my liegeanoe as it pertaineth to my duty, 
praying and exhorting you, to fortify enforce and assist 
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A.D. 1462. nie, and to come to me with all fUliiyence, wluTosocver I 
Y5*k?*J?t?J ^^^^J draw, with as many goodly and likely men as 

Mni'of^'^' ye may make to execute the intent abovesaid. Written 
sbrewsimry. ^^^^^ ^ LucUow, the drd daj of 

February. Furthermore I pray you, that such strait 
appointment and ordinance be made, that the people 
which shall come in your fellowship, or be sent unto me 
by your aj^recment be demeaned in such wise, by the 
way that they do no oftence, nor robbery, nor oppression 
upon the people, in lesion of justice. Written as 
above, &c. 

Your good Friend, 

It» Yorkm 

To my rigJit uor.shipfnl Fiiends^ the 
BaiiiffSf Jhir'/''ssr<, tind Commons 
of t/i€ good Town of iShrcmburyr 



The prompt measures adopted by the King's advieers, 
however, had placed a large force at the disposal of 
Henry, who forthwith marched against him, and the 
HcmareiiciB Duke feariiiiT an imiiiediate collision would ruin his 

t(i i.onflnii, 

and thence fausf, coiiliiiut (I liLs t>iuiiiuj^rt bv bye-i uatl-s and fureod 
to Dartford. . * 

marches to avoid the Koyal army, and, tiuding the 
gates of the City closed against him, on his reaching 
London, he crossed over into Kent and set up his 
standard at Dartford, in the hope of alluring the Kentish 

Henry en- men to joiu him. Henry followed him, and encamping 
BiMkiiauii. on Blaekheath, sent the Bishops of Windiest i and Kly 
to expostulate with him and to recall him to liis duty. 
The Duke asserted that he had no intention to injure 
the King but that his sole object was to remove from 
his councils ^ the blood-suckers of the nobility, the 
plunderers of the clergy, and the oppressors of the 
commonality." 

York's sui»- To pacifv liim the Duke of Somerset was ordered into 
custody upon which he disbanded his army, and visited 
Henry in his tent unarmed and bareheaded. Per- 
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eeiving the Dnke of Somerset still m attendance upon a.i>. 

the King the Duke of ^'ork conipliiincd of liaviiig l)een 
deceived and cliargcd his rival with treason wliich was 
retorted from one to the other. On leaving the royal [^^^^ 
presence York was arrested, and Somerset advised his 
being brought to immediate trial and executed. Heniy, . 
however, could not bring his mind to shed the blood of 
his cousin, and on the latter taking an oath of fealty on 
the holy saerament, at St. Paul's, belnre all the Lords, 
and a full congregation, he was granted his liberty and 
retired to his castle of Wigmore, 

Quiet having been agun restored the eyea of the kx, . .uumi 
country were turned towards the recovery of the French covery of 
provinces of the Crown. The inhabitants of Gasoony, PMvfncei, 
impatient under tlie yoke of their new master, offered 
to renew their allegiance to Henry, and solicited .su( ( ours 
from KjQglaud, The great Talbot, the veteran Karl of nndorTaibot, 
Shrewsbury, though in his 80th year ^^ as despatched s^wwjbwy, 
with 4000 picked men, and soon after joined by his 
brave son, the Lord Lide with a tike number. Success 
attended his efibrts at first, and before the winter, Bor- 
deaux, the whole of the liordelais and Chatillon had 
submitted. On rcceii)t of the news Henry summoned a a.d. 14'»8. 
parliament, which in the exultation of the moment, 
besides liberal supplies of money, voted an army of 
20,000 archers to be raised by the Ck)untie8. Amongst {Pari. rou$, 
the chief of these were Norfolk, 1012 men ; Lincoln, 'p.m,) 
910; York. 7L3; Kent. 575 ; and Wiltshire, 478. 
The fulluwing cities and towns, which were counties at 
the same time, were thus rated: London, 1137 men; 
York, 152; Norwich, 121; Bristol, 86; Coventry, 76; 
Newcastle, 53; Hull, 50; Southampton, 44; Lincoln, 
44 ; and Nottingham, 30. This calculation shows the 
probable proportionate wealth of each at that period, 
and not, as has been surmised the relative population. 
It was intended that Henry should accompany this 
armament in person, but the state of his health not 
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Talbot. 



Death of 
LofdLttk. 



Lok« of Aqui' 
tainr. — 

(A'; 
vol. V. 



peimitting it, the embariaitioii of the troops was de- 
layed, and the yigouTons measures of Charles obliged 
the Earl of Shrewsbury to take the field against him 
without these reinforcements. The personal prowess of 
the ancient chivalry had been rendered less formidable 
by the introduetioD of artillery, and the great Talbot» 
whom no single opponent could ever sabdue, was struck 
by a stone from a park of three hundred field pieces, 
placed within the French lines, during the siocje of 
Chatillon, by the French Marshals Cbabaiieb an*l tlie 
Count de Pentheviere. On receiving his wound, and 
seeing the impossibility of retaining his ground from the 
great superiority of the number of the enemy, who in 
the commencement of the battle were as three to one^ 
when compared to the English forces, the dying veteran 
sent for his son. Sir John i albut, Lord Lisle, and ex- 
horted him to save himself for another opj/uriiuiity, 
when he might render his country better service. But 
the brave son of so brave a father chose rather to die 
by his side, than disgrace the name of Talbot by flight.^^ 
The English lost 2000 men out of their little army of 
7000, but the most fatal blow to them was the death of 
their general. The consequence of this defeat was the 
total loss of Aquitaine, which had been possessed by the 
English for nearly three centuries. Thus of so many 
conquests made by the English in France, since Ed- 
ward III there remained only Cahiis and Guisnes ; poor 
remains of so many provinces, several whereof had be- 
longed to their sovereigns by hereditary right, and the 
rest acquired by so many victories, and at the expense 
of so much blood ! " 



M <* It my name Talbot? and an 

I your son ? 
And shall I fly ? Oht if yom 

love mj mother, 
Diahonour not bar honov- 

able 



To naake a Baatard and a SUkvo 

of me: — 

The world will say:— ha ia not 
Talbot's biood, 

Thift baady lled« wban nobla Tal- 
bot atood."— 

{Hmry VL pari /.) 
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It WB8 during thw nnsacoenliil CMnpaiga In Fraaoe a.d. i4u. 
thai MargMiet sought to ingratiate herself with the ^^T*^ 
country gentry, by visiting them at their homes. Mar- 
garet Paston writes from Norwich an account of one of 
thopc \ isits, which show's that the Queen's nia^iculine mind 
could uubend in female society^ and enjoy the lehucation 
of domesiie gosaip with true womanly aeeBt. 



*' To the Might Worshipful Master John Pcuton^ be Margaret 

this delivered in lm$te, umw. 

Right \V orsliipful Hiishniid, I recoiuiuend me to you, 
praying you to wcet &c. (here follows some account of 
money received ^tc.) As for tidings, the Queen came 
into this Town on tuesday last past altor noon and abode 
here till it was Thursday three (o'clock) afternoon ; and 
she sent after my Cousin Elizabeth Clere by Sharin- 
boum to come to her ; and she durst not disoljey 
her commandment, and came to lier ; and wXn^n she 
came in the Queen's presenc6» the Queen made right 
much of her, and desired her to have an husband, the 
which je shall know of hereafter; but as for that he is 
never nearer than he was before ; the Queen was right 
well plessed with h^r answer^ and reported of hor in the 
b^t wise, and saiih by her troth slie saw no Gentle- 
woman since she came into Norfolk, that she liked better 
than she doth her. 

Blake, the Bailey of Swaffhani» was here with the {p^hjm^ 
King'b brother, and he came to me» weening that he had «oi.i.p.«»') 
been at home; and said that the Kii^s Brother desired 
him that he should pray you in his name to come to him 
for he would right fain that he had come to him, if ye 
had been at lionie ; and told me, that ye wist well that 
he should send for you, when he came to London, both 
for Cossey and other things. 

I pray yon that ye wifl do yonr cost on me against 
Whitsintide, that I may have something for my neck ; 

d 
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when the Queen was liere I borrowed my Cousin Eliza- 
beth Clere's Device, for 1 durst not for ahame go with 
my Beads amongst so many fresh GenUewomen as here 
were at that time. The blessed Trinity have yon m 

his keeping. 

Written at Norwich on the Friday next before Saint 
George. 

By yours 
Margaret PasUm.** 



TheKlQg'li 
Oet.l4M. 



We now approach one of those events in the history 
of nations, which completely baffle all our endeavours to 

unravel the mysteries of Divine Providence. Unless for 
the wisest of pur|)ose8, the sins of the father are visited 
on the children of the third generation, the pitiable state 
into which the pious King now fell is beyond our com- 
prehension. 

In October 1453 Henry the Sixth was attacked by 
that disorder,^^ which deprived the administration of his 

sanction, and which by causing the removal of the Duke 
of Somerset from the head of aiiairs witliin three months, 
placed the King in the hands of the ambitiuus Duke of 
York« who now assumed the reins of Government.^* 
We are told by a contemporaxy writer that the Royal 
#^'^3^') patient ^ lost both sense and memory, and the use of his 
limbs. He could neither walk, stand, rise up, nor move." 
Birth of Ed- It was durine this severe affliction, that the Queen pre- 
«f Watea. sented iiim with a son, the unfortunate Edward, Prince 
of Wales; and to whu^je birth may be ascrilii d the con- 
sequent contention between the Royal ir'amily of Lan- 
caster and the House of York. By this event the Duke 
of York^s expected succession was set aside, and that 



V " In this year, 1453 Henrv VI. 
was attacked at Clarendon suddenly 
wltib so ferere an infirmiCy in hte 

head, that it seemed his senses had 



ter, p. 477.) 

^ In the Parliament assembled at 
ReadBng in 1454 1m addrwted tiw 
House as the Royal CommiHUMier* 
^Farl. BoUt, roL t. p. 239.) 
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noUeouui left no means untried to maintain his positicm. a.d. i^st. 

The Queen was slandered, and the legitimacy of the (FtUt^an, 
Prince questioned, and all her fiicnds i<jiiii»vtd from the ^ 
high offices which they held. The Duke of Somerset 
was sent to the Tower, the Lords of the Council 
adopting this apparently harah measure to ensure his 
nfety from the Duke of York. The death of Cardinal Death of 
Kemp, the Archbishop of Canterbury, hastened the Crisis xtmp. 
which was already i'iisi ai>[>iuachin^. It wa^ necessary 
tf) fill up the vacajit see, to do which required the King's 
pleasure to be known. A deputation of twelve temporal comaitttM 

iff PWTf TWt 

and spiritual peers waited upon him at Windsor. They ^^^f^^^^ 
were to express how earnestly his recovery was desired, ^oiu, 
and, if they found him incapable of attending to them, ^ mi. ms.) 
here their mission was to end. On the contrary if his 

capacity ailuwcd they were to communicate the death of 
the Cardinal and to ascertain his Majtisty's wishes re- 
specting the Archbishoprick. 

After the King had dined the Bishop of Chichester 
addressed him, but obtained no answer. It was evident 
that his senses were gone, and that he neither noticed 
their presence, nor comprehended what was said. The 
Luiils withdrew for a time and hM\iii!^ consulted toge- 
ther they again returned to the King. " They moved 
him ; they shook him ; but he heeded them not. They 
had him taken out of one room into another, and strove 
hy pulling him about to rouse him from his lethargy.^ 
It was apparent that though the King could breathe and 
eat, he could neither hear, undunsUaid, nor ^peak. Ou 



* Harl. MS. 543, quoted hf 
Sbarou Turner. " At for my being 
in the Tower, it was done by thp 
•drice of the Lords of the CouqcU. 
whidi, M I nnderatoodj wit most 
Ibr the surety of my person.'^ 

* In the elpventb volame of Ry- 
Bicr's Foedera u jpresert cd ao order 



ill CkmneQ dated April 6Ch to ad> 
minister to the Royal Snlbnr: 
"electuaries, pot^ion*!. water«, sy- 
rups, confections, laxatives, ciysters, 
gargles, liead psnet, iMtfaiogt, fo> 
mentations, embrocations, shafS^f 
of head, unctions, plaisters, cerates^ 
bii8l«rs, scarifications, etc. etc." 



d2 
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A.D. 14U, their return to parliament, with this report, the Duke of 
The^Dukeof York was nameid Protector and Defender of the realm, 
^uu^^urd till Prince Edward should arrive at years of discretion, 
{FarNm. when this dimity should be conferred on him. 

mentary 

itoij*,roL r. In the mean time tlie friends ot" the Queen and the 

p. MO.) 

Protector continued to annoy each other. Accusa- 
tions followed on both sides and angry passions were 
aroused, which ultimately ied to the most fatal results, 
and which were at length only aUayed by fields of blood. 
The young Edward had been created Prince of Wales, 
and Karl of Chester and the Kin? s half-brothers, by 
his mother's second marriage with Owen Tudor w^ere 
made Earls of Richmond and Pembroke. On the 28th 
July 1454 the Duke of York was appointed Oovemor of 
Calais, the highest military Command in the gift of the 
Crown. 

•jhr K.nK s As suddenly as the King's malady had seized him as 
iDw'!^,ii»4. suildenly did it al-^ dir-^ippear. At Christmas he offered 
up thanks for his recovery,^^ and in the l^'ebruary fol- 
lowing the protectorate of his ambitious kinsman ceased. 
Somerset The Dukc was recalled from Calais, and Somerset after 
Yo^'^du!"'^ an imprisonment of fourteen months appointed his suc- 
fSlb!?'i4M. ceasor. Sullenly the disgraced nobleman retired to his 
{Whethmp. estates in the North, and, there brooding over the alliuut 
aJifj put u[)on liim by the Queen and her [Jarty, he entered 
into conferences with the Earls of Salisbury and War- 
wick. He pointed out to them that their safety de- 
Salist)ury manded the most violent measures against the Duke of 
widt. Somerset, by whose advice Henry was collecting a 



« ♦♦The Prince shall be created 
at Windsor upon Pentecost Sundaj 
{June 9th 1454), the Chancellor, 
the Dttke of Bvdcitif ham, and nany 
other Lords of estate, present with 
the Queen."— P«t|o» Letttn, ?ol. 
i. p. 77.) 

>>^"Bl«sied be Qodl Che King 



iewdn ainended,a]id hatl) been sin« e 
Chrigtmas day ; nn<\ on St. .yohn's 
day, commanded his Almoner to 
ride toCeateriiiirywitb hie offering, 
and commanded the Secretary to 
offer at Saint Fdwrird'^ " - (See the 
wholeqf thu interetiin^ letter o/Ed. 
dert, PulmLtti9r$t vol. I. p. 83.) 
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powerful party at Leicester, with the intentioii of con* a jo. i4m» 

vening a parliament in that town to which should York 
and his friends repair they were certain of destruction, 
and, should they stay away, as certain of being charged 
with contumacy and thus deprived of their dignities and 
property. 

Before entering upon the details of the deadly Crisis, 
which ensued, we may be pardoned for presenting the 

picture of the upright, meek and gentle Henry sketched 
by the hand of one wlio had studied his ch^acter in all 
it's various points of light and shade.^ 

" He was a man of pure simplicity of mind, truthful John bwi- 
almost to a fault* He never made a promise he did not 
keep, never knowingly did an injury to any one* Recti- v^i- 
tude and justice ruled his conduct in all public affiurs. ' 
Devout himself, he soufi^ht to cherish a love for religion 
ill ()tlioi*s. He w oLilJ exliort his visitors, particularly the 
young to pursue virtue and eschew evil. He considered 
sports and the pleasures of the world as frivolous, and 
devoted his leisure to reading the Scriptures and the old 
Chronicles. Most decorous himself when attending 
public worship, he obliged his courtiers to enter the 
sacred edifice without swords or speai*s, and to refrain 
from interrupting the devotion of others by conversing 
within it^s precincts. He exhorted his clergy in frequent 
letters^ and charged them to ctmsider their trust as 
emanating from the authority of the most High.'* 

**He delighted in female society, and blamed that 
immodest dress, which left exposed the maternal pans of 
the neck. "Fie, fie, for shame!" he exclaimed, "for- 
sooth ye be to blame." Fond of encouraging youth in 
the path of virtue he would frequently converse fami- 
liarly with the scholars from his college of Eton, when 



^ Jo. Blakman CoUectarium 
Mamraetadiniim et bonornm Mo* 
nun R^8 HennAYl^dapud Ueame, 
Otterbmmt et WttHamiede) fnm 



whose masterly sketch of the cha- 
racter of King Henry, theie extracts 
are made. 
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A.D. 1466. they visited his servants at Windsor Castle. He gene- 
JJjy^*' rally concluded w'lih lliis address, adtliiig a present of 
money : Be good lads, meek and docile, and attend to 
your religion.'* 

*^ He was liberal to the poor» and lived among his de- 
pendants as a father among his children. He readily 
forgave those who had offended him. When one of his 
servants had been rohbed, he sent hitu a present of 
twenty nobles, desiring him to be more careful of his 
property in future, and requesting him to forgive the 
thief. Passing one day from St. Albans to Crippleg^te, 
he saw a quarter of a man impaled there for treason. 
Greatly shocked he exclaimed : *^ Take it away, take it 
a\^ay, I will have no man so cruelly treated on my ac- 
count." Heai'ing that four men of noble birth were 
about to suffer for treaaon to him, he sent them his 
pardon with all expedition to the place of execution." 

" In his dress he was pkin, and would not wear the 
8hoes» with the upturned points, then so much in fashion, 
and considered the distinguishing mark of a man of 
quality.** 

** He was careful to select proper persons in the dis- 
tribution of Church preferment; and anxious to promote 
the real Happiness of his two half brothers, the Earls of 
Richmond and Pembroke he had them carefully brought 
up under the most upright and virtuous Ecclesiastics." 

Such a King in more peaceable times would have 
been a blessing to his country; but in those tuilmlont 
days, when personal ])rowr'ss was considered the first of 
virtues, it is not to be wondered, that he should have 
been looked upon almost in the light of an idiot. 

The Duke of York, the Earls of Warwick and Salis- 
bury, and the Lord Cobham marched in the May fol- 
lowing their forces towards the Metropolis, where the 
Duke's popularity was sure to gain him in;uiy partizans. 
(England' t " But Henry being advertised of his march, would not 
jIaST** wait his coming to London, and being accompanied by 
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the Dukes of Somerset and Buckinffham, the Earls of a.d. i4w. 
Pembroke, SLairurd, Northumbcrlaud, Devonshire, Dor- 
set, and Wiltshire, abundance of Barons and gentlemen 
q£ Quality, and what other foroeB he could get together 
mei him at St» Albans, and aooording to the peaceable 
iDstmct of hk nature, aent to know his pretenaioiia.^ 
The Duke of Bnekingham, the Royal menenger, re- 
cei\ ed the following reply from the confederated nobles. 
" Please it your Majesty Royal to delis t r up such as we Therae*»af« 
will accuse, and they to have Uke as they deserved. And to«ML— 
this done, you to be honourably worshipped aa a most Vmmc' 
rightful king. We will not now alack for no such pro- p< m».) 
miae nor oath, until we have them, which have deaerved 
death ; or eke we, therefore, to die.^ 

On this occasion the King's repl) was \vorthy of the 
grantisou ot Henry IV, and nmst have been as little an- 
ticipated by the Yorkists, as by the Koyal party itself; 

I, King Henry, charge and command, that no manner The King's 
(of) person of what degree, estate or condition that ever TJ&T 
be be, abide not ; but that they avoid the field, and not 
be so hardy to make resistance against me in my own 
realm : for I shall know what traitor dare be so bukl to 
array any people in my own land, through which 1 am in 
great disease and heaviness. By that faith I owe unto 
St. £dward, and unto the Crown of England, I shall de- 
stroy them, every mother'*a son ; and eke they to be 
hanged, dravm, and quartered, that may be taken after- 
wards of them ; to make an example for all such t raitors, 
to beware for to make any rising of people ^vitlu^ iiiine 
own land, and thus traitorously to abide their King and 
Govemour. And for a conclusion, rather than they 
shall have any Lord that here is with me at this time, I 
shall this day, for their sake in this quarrel^ myself live 
and die/'* Although the royal forces amounted to no Battle of st. 
more than 2000 in* n and the Yorkists to 3000, so judi- ^jlld?l465r^ 
ciously did Lord Clirt'ord defend the place, that for some Tr'amse! 
time victory was doubtful. But the Earl of Warwick m»o' 
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A.D. 14U. seizing his opportunity, moved to the garden side of the 
town, and attacking it at the weakest point forced the 
barrien. The King and his nobles were foremost amongst 

the defenders, aiid fought hand to hand with the as- 
(Kngiami't sailaiiUs, whilst York, kcoi^inn: himsi If aloof, *' })laced 
p. J2»,) ' himself upon a rising ground, from whence he okserved 
all occurrencest and sent fresh soldiers to supply the 
places of such as were slain or wounded till at last from 
the inferior numbers of the Royal army, and the loss of 
The Doit or its leaders, he obtained the victory. On the King's side 
\at\o^%^ were slain ^ the Duke of Somerset, the Earl of Nor- 
m thuinlu'rland, and the Lord Clifford. The Duke of 
Buc kiugham, the Earls Staiford, Dorset, and Wiltshire 
and the Lord Sudeley were wounded, and according to 
contemporary authority six score ^ persons fell on the 
King s side, of which number, says the Harleian MS. 
were 14 squires, 1 gentleman, 4 yeomen, and 25 whose 
names were unknown. Abbot Wethenij^tede sfiw him- 
{WMhm^ self, " here one lying with his lirains da^ihed out, here 
* ^ another without his arm ; some with arrows in their 

The King throats, others pierced in their chests.*' The King him- 
self was wounded in the neck, and sought reiuge in the 
house of a tanner,^ where he was found by the Duke of 
York, who conducted him the next day with all seeming 
respect to Luii Ion. The town was given up to pluiider, 
and thus commenced that fearful Civil \V ar, which con- 
tinued with slight intermission to devastate the country 
for thirty years. 



taken 



** Every man fought wilh at 
much fierceness as if they had taken 

up a rrsolntioTi, that not a man in 
the whole held should have aurvived 
the BatOe."— ( Aif^. Sueetttkm^ p. 
128.) 



Sfowe nya 48 of fSbmm wlio fdl on 

the Royal side were buried in the 
Abbey of Albans.— (p. 400.) 

* " having found Hean in a 
poor man'e home whither he had 

withdrawn himself, he carried him 



* Fenn'8 Paston Letters, vol. i. from thrnre with all seeming re- 
|>. 100. ''There was at most slaiu | spect, leiiing him that Somerset's 
[z] vi. Score ; and as for the Lords deaths had ettabliahcd hUi fhrooot 

that were with the King, they and and settled his crown the firmer 
theirmen were ])lunderfd and !>poiled : upon his head.''— ^£fi^/aJM{'« ^MC- 
outofaU their haruess auU horses." | cetsion, p. 129.) 
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The Duke*8 army suffered less. He was accompanied a.d. 1455. 
by the Duke of Norfolk, the Earls of Salisbury and 
Warwick, the Lords Cobham and Falconbridge, but so 
complete was his victory that he lost scarcely any person 
of note. Treaaon prospered for awhile, and summoning 
a parliament in the King's name at Westminster ^he ^'^^i;;"^' 
procured all things that had been aeted, from the very J^j^gth-^^ 
first day of Ilenr) ^ reign, to that time, to be revei\si^d ; 
hii]ts( If, Salisbury and Warwick with the rest of their 
Associates, to be indemniiied, from future punishment, 
for their late insurrection. And as for a foundation 
whereon he intended to raise the superstnieture of his 
designed monarchy, he caused himself and his two chief 
confederates Salisbury and Warwick to be elected into 
a triuii IV irate whereby he left nothing remaining to 
lldiry, but the bare title of King, for all power and 
authority was vested in those three : the Political j in irork.8«u». 
himself, being made Constable or Govemour of the Warwick. 
Kingdom ; the Cm/, in Salisbury, who was made Lord winic. ' 
Chancellor; and the Military in Warwick, who was 
appointed to the Government of Calais.^ The following (Fenn't ras-^ 
letters addressed to William Wyrcester, give many cir- vol if D.Toi 
cumstances connected with this first battle of St. Albans 
and the subsequent events, which have been passed over 
by historians. 



To WiUiam Wurcetter, he this letter delivered tauttertto 

^ WlUiwn 



haste. 



Wjrcester. 



Sir, 



1 recommend me to you, and as for tidings y^ i^y 
inform mine Master that for new(«), there is none but 
thai he hath knowie<^ of. 

But that the King, the Queen and the Prince, re- hm lumi 
move to Hertford tomorrow without fault; my LordStaSS^ 



^ *♦ My Lord of York is made 
Comtable of England ; my Lord of 
Wcnriek it made Captain of Calaia; 



my Lord Bourchi«i' is made Trea- 
aoMT of Eagland/'— (Poffo* tM- 
ttnp^oL L p. ie3.) 



Digitized by Google 



liw 



INTRODVCnOIf. 



[Kma Henbt 



A. O. I4H. 

meeting of 



The Duke of 
Buckingham 
and Karl of 
WllUhire 
make th^ 
pcact. 



Lords Dud- 
ley and 

Dorset la 
w«rd. 



Sir Ph»Hp 
Mid othera 



of York to tlie Frian at Ware ; my Lord of Warwick 

to Hunsdon, the Earl of Salisbury to Rve, and there 
they sliall abide to the time the Parliament begins. The 
Duke of Buckingham is come in, and sworn that he 
shall be nilcd, and draw the line with them ; and thereto 
he and hia brothers be bomid by tecognizanoe in notable 
sums to abide the same. 

The Earl of Wiltshire sent to the Lords, from a 
place of his, called Pet^rsfield, a If tier desiring to know 
if he should come and abide about the Kinsr*s person a-s 
he did before, and if he should not then that they would 
license him to gp into Ireland, and live there upon his 
lands &c. 

And before this done, the Lords were advised to have 
made him to do as the Duke of Buckingham hath done 

and no more ; but vviiat tliat will fall now thereof, no 
man can tell as yet. 

The Haron of Dudley is in the Tower, what shall 
come of him God wot. 

The Earl of Dorset is in ward with the Earl of War- 
vnck. 

It was said forsooth, that Harper and two other of the 
King's Chamber, wore confederated to (hare) sticked 
(slabbed) the Duke of York in the Kmg's chamber, but 
it was not so, for they have cleared them thereof. 

But London upon the same tale arisen and every man 
to harness on Corpus Christi Even (5th of June) and 
much ado there was. 

Sir William Oldhall abideth no longer in Sanctuary, 
than, (till) the chief Justice come; for (at) that time 
he sludl go at large and sue all his matters liim- 
self etc. 

The Baron Dudley hath impeached many men ; but 
what they be, as yet we cannot weet. 

Sir Philip Wentwortfa was in the Field, and bore the 

King's StaiRluid, and cast it down and flod ; my Lord 
of Norfolk saith, he shall be hanged therefor, and so is 
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he worthy; he is in Suffolk now, he dares not come a.i>. i4i». 
about the King. 

Edmund Standale was with Wenlock there in the 
field and fouly hurt. 

iyiongley is at home at his own place with his wife, 
and shall do right well, but we have a great loss of his 
absence this term, for it will be long ere he come this 
term, I am afraid. 

AH the Lords that died at the Journey {B<Utle) are 
buried at Saint Albania. 

Other things he none here, but ye shall see by Thomas 
Scales' letter the rule of the Frenchmen etc. 

God speed us well in our matters thb term, I pray to 
God, who have you in his keeping etc. 

W, B, 

London 
June 1455. 



Unto my most faithful brethren^ John Bocking and ^JJfffii!** 
WilUam Worcestery and to either of them. 

Worshipful Sir, and my most heartily and best be- 
loved Brother. I recommend me unto you in more 
lordly wise, than I can either think or write ; and with 
aU my service and true heart thank you of your gentle 
letters, full brotherly written unto me at many times of 
old, and in especial of late time passed. And truly 
brother T thank Alndorhty God of } nur welfare, of the 
which the Bearer of this my poor letter certified me 
of etc. 

And Sir, as touching all manner of new tidmgs, I 
know well ye are avarous (denroue) ; truly the day of 

making of this letter, there were none new, but such (as) 
1 Itcard of, ye sliall be served withal. 

As for the first, the King, our Sovereign Lord, and Digrwco 
all his true Lords stand in health of their bodies, but 
not aU at heart's-ease as we amongst others marvel. 
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A.D. I4M. Two days before the writiiig of this letter there was 

tiel^war- language between my Lords of Warwick and Cromwell 
LmdSwB- ^J<-'*^rc the King; insonmch as the Lord Ctoinwell would 
have excused himself of all the stirring or moving of 
the mail journey {battle) of St. AHian's ; of the which 
excuse making, my Lord Warwick had knowledge, and 
in haste was with the King and swore by his oath, that 
the Lord Cromwell said not truth, but that he was the 
IJeginner of all that journey at St. Al])an's; and so be- 
tween my said two Lords of Warwick and Cromwell, 
■ there is at this day great grudging, insonmch so, the 
Earl of Shrewsbury hath lodged him at the Hospital of 
St. James ^ bende the Mews, by the Lord GromweU*8 
desire, for his safe guard. 

And also all my Lord of Warwick's men, my Lord of 
York's men, and also my Lord of Salisbury's men, go 
with harness, and in harness, with strange weapons, and 
have BtuflTed their Lord's bai^ges full of weapons, daily 
unto Westminster. 

And the day of making this letter there was a Pro- 
clamation made in the Chancery on the King's behalf ; 
that no man should neither bear weapon nor wear harncbS 
defensible, kc. 

The Duke of Also thc dav bcforc the makins of this letter, there 
Tho^^i' passed a Bill both by the King, Lords, and Commons, 
^tuw^** putting Thoip, Jos^h, and my Lord of Somerset in all 
the default, by the which Bill, all manner of actions 
Poll pardon that should ow to any person or persons, for any of- 

graiited to . \ • J • C ' 

the Yorkbu. fcnccs at that journey done, iii any manner ot wise 
should be extinct and void, affirming all tliln'_!;s done 
there, well done, and notiiing done there never after this 
time to be spoken of ; to the which Bill many a man 
grudged full sore now it is passed. 
And if (that) might be recommended, unto my special 



* St. JuQca's Palace now occupiei this site 
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Master and yours, with all lowliness and true service, I a.d. im. 

beseeeh you (as) heartily as I can. 

And also to my brethren Th. upuii Lode, Wick of 
Tole, Williaiii Lynd, Calyn and John Marshall. 

No more, but our Lord have you both in his perpetual 
keeping. 

Written at London on Saint Margaret's Even in 
haste ; and allber this is read and understood, I pray you 

bum or break (tear) it, for I am loath to write any 
thing ol lay Lord, but I must needs, there is nothing 
else to write. Amen, 

Your own 

Henry Wind$or, 

In the early part of the ensuing June the King again [Rymer, 
gave symptoms of declining health, for the order bearinpr p"a«ii.') 
the date of the 5th of that month commands the attend- 
ance of the Dean of Salisbury on the King, as physician, 
and states that " His Majesty then laboured with sick- 
ness and infirmities.^ Parliament met in July, and York 
and his confederates took a solemn oath of allegiance to The Yorkists 
King Henry. Laving his hand on his breast, and taking oath or 
the King by the hand the Duke said : ** I shall truly and (Aoi^.voi.T. 
faithfully keep the liegcance that I owe unto you, my ^ 
most Sovereign Lord \ and to do all that may be to the 
welfare, honour and safeguard of your most noble person, 
and royal estate, pre-eminence and prerogative. And I 
shall, at no time, will or consent to that which might 
in anywise be to the prejudice of your person, dignity, 
crown or estate ; and I shall, with all my power, resist 
and withstand all them that would presume to attempt 
the contrary." This oath was repeated by the Duke of 
Buckingham and the other peers kneeling, requesting at 
the same time the King to shew no more grace to the 
Duke of York, or others, whoever attempted similar 
hostilities. Upon this the parliament was prorogued 
to the 12th of November. 
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vol. i. 
p. 



pointaa 14 
Fiotcctor. 



CraaUt 



A.D. The King appean to have been at Hertfoid in Oo- 

iSr^u^V.' tober, *'and to liave been sick agmn,"* and aeoordingty 

in November the Duke of York opened parliament, as 
the King's lieutenant. A farce was < an lt d on in both 
YoriMyj^ houses,^ In the last act of which the ambitious Duke 
was appointed Protector and Defender of the Kingdom* 
with an income of 8,000 mark8» which oifice was only to 
cease when Prince Edward reached the years of disere* 
tion, if he should then wish to assume it himself. The 
Duke played his part to admiration, excused himself 
from the ta.sk, whilst his creatines expostulated in both 
houses, the commons claiming his protection to suppress 
the illegal acts of Lord Bonville and the Earl of Devon, 
and the Lord Chancellor consulting the Lords, on the 
necessity of his appointment. On the 17th of November 
his scruples were removed, and having by his cunning 
ol'tained his desired object, he publicly accepted the 
tiu6t, and in the middle of December prorogued parlia- 
ment for a month. 

The Duke of York, to render his high station the 
more secure, had inserted a clause in the patent, by 
which it was enacted that he should only be removed by 
the voice of parliament. He now took steps to retain a 
majority in that Assembly. He called Sir Thomas 
^>taniey and Sir liichard Welles to the house of Peers, 
the one as Lord Stanley of Latham, and the other as 
; , Lord Willoughby. From authentic sources we find the 
you r. House of Lords then consisted of 2 Archbishops (the 
Cardinal Bourchier, and Dr. William Booth) 2 Dukes, 



^ The same Parliament amused 
iUelf with a reform in the abuse of 
lav processes hr more stringent 
than any thing proposed in the pre- 
sent day. It enacted " that as 
there were fourscore attornies or 
more, in fhe eoootiet of Norfolk, 
Suffolk, and the City of Norwich, 
rnoitt of rrhnm had HO other thiruf to 
live uj/oa but iheir practice, and iht 



TTtf^jor part were not of sufficient 
knowledge ; that therefore from 
heneeflDrthy there tbonld bo bat Hm 
Common attoraiM ill the County of 
Norfolk, the same number in the 
County of Suffolk, and two in the 
City of Norwich, upon psin of for- 
feiting twenty pounds." — {jBi&tmtm^ 
Henry VL Ckt^. 7.) 
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11 Bishops, 6 Eails» 2 Viscounts^ 18 Abbots, 2 Priory a,d.iim. 
and 17 Barons. Lolled into security by the exercise of 

full regal power, he appeared willing to await his oppor- p. ml) 

tunity for taking the final step \sliic'li would place the 

crown on his head. The Kins and (4ueen were left at The King a 

. Sheen } and 

liberty, the former mostly residing in the quiet of his ^f^^J^^*!** 
palace ai Sheen, the Utter with the young Prince in the 
strong holds of the Lancastrians, at Tutbiuy in Staffi>rd- ^ 
shire, or Chester, her motions, however, careftiUy watched 

by the Duke of \'ork, from his Castle of Sendal. ^/.^si) 

The King having again recovered from the attack The Kin g'» 
of his malady met Parliament on it's reassembling in ^ff^r^^njof 
January, and on the 26th of the ensuing month thej^^Mi!^ 
INike of York at the request of the Queen, was dis- 
charged of his oflfice of Lord Protector, the King having 
personally called upon the House to rescind the appoint* 
ment. With apparent willingness he descended from R«si(?n«tion 
his high station, the Earl of Salisbury again resigning and **»u^ 
the great seal into the hancls of the Cardinal Archbishop 
in the beginning of the March following, and thus the 
principal offices in the state were filled agam by the 
King's friends. 

The Duke and the two earls retired into Yorkshire, 
and " though apparently separated they held frequent 
secret coiiferances together, at which several other p-^ai.) 
lords of their party were present.'' It was currently 
r^<Mrted that in an affiray between the Lords Beaumont 
and Warwick, the former was slain *^and my Lord War- (P"^"'' 
wick sore hurt, 1000 men slain, and six score Knights ^'^^^ 
and Squires hurt ; and nothing true, blessed be God.** 
These idle rumours kept the nation in a continual state 
of excitement, and added much to the ferocity of the 
times. 

These disputes of the great were extremely prejudicial 
to the commerce of the country, and serious disturbances 
took place between the English and Foreign merchants, 
often ending in bloodshed and murder. Tiie Duke of 
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A.D. 1466. York is generally supposed to liave instigated the mob on 
one of these occaaioiis» which has been recorded by most 
r^a6jNM, of our annalietSy when the popokce overawed the power 
Aow«.) of the crown, which the Duke had just surrendered 

again into the hands of Henry. 
Serious riot '*A young merclmnt which before time liad been in 
(6'«iSo«, divers cities, within the country of Italy, and there pro- 
^ hibited by the magistrates and rulers to use or wear any 

weapiHis, either invasive or defensive, challenged an 
Italian in Cheapside, for wearing of a dagger confuting 
him with the laws of his own country, which like a 
choleric knave and piL.suinptuuus person, so disdainfully 
and with such taunts and checks answered the Mer- 
chant, that he not willing to suffer so open a re- 
proach, in so public a street, and that of so proud a 
viUain, took by force from him his dagger, and with the 
same a little cut his crown and cracked his pate. This 
Italian in great haste complained to the Mayor of this 
offence, which at the next Court, holden at the Guild- 
hall, by the consent of the whole senate, sent for the 
offender, and declaring to him his crime, commanded 
him to ward, whereof divers other light merchants 
within the City, sore abhorring the Italian nation, for 
licking the fat from their beards, and taking from them 
their accustomed living, by reason that the said strangers 
imported nml transported into and out of this realm, all 
such nierciiaudize, commodities and necessaries, as the 
Englishmen only were accustomed to do, assembled 
together in great plumpes (masies) and by force com- 
pelled the Mayor to deliver the prisoner out of New- 
gate ; and yet this multitude, witli this doing, nothing 
satiate nor appeased, like mad persons, and frantic fools, 
ran to the several houses of divers Venetians, Luncaens, 
and Florentines, and them spoiled, robbed and rifled, 
without reason or measure. The Mayor perceiving this 
great enormity, assembled a great number of substan- 
tial and grave Citizens^ which not without great blood- 
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shed, and uiaiming of sumh j persons, finaHj appi a.sed a-J*- ^^••^ 
their rage, and caused the people to depart to their to liiJui! 
houses. The banner of this commotion and sudden 
uproar, either persuaded by his friends or fearing his 
chance, which for his first fact might suddenly ensue, 
departed to Westminster, and there registered himself 
as a sanctuary man. The Queen which ruled all things, 
heiiring of this great riot and unlawful inisd* uioanor, 
sent the Dukes of Exeter and liuckingham accompanied 
with many other noble men to London with a commission 
of oyer and determiner, for the punishment of this out- 
rageous oflfence and seditious crime. When the Mayor 
of the City, the two Dukes, and the two chief justices, 
were set in Guildhall for the performance of their com- 
mission and began to call the empanels for the iin juiiy 
as the use and order is, divers light witted, and less 
brained persons of the city, privily armed them and by 
the ringing of Bow Bell, thought to assemble t(^ther a 
great multitude of their mind and opinion and so by 
force and might to take from the keepers all such pri- 
soners, as were before apprehended, for the late com- 
luittetl r(>l)bery and riot, as they were going to their 
trial or arraignment. 

But this great tumult and sudden fuxy was by discreet 
and sage Citizens a little and little appeased, and finally 
quenched, but in the mean season, the Dukes and other 
commissioners, being untruely advertized, that they were 
in jeopardy of their lives, suddenly departed from the 
Guildhall, and left their inquiry for that day. The Mayor 
on the next day perceiving how the grudge rose, called a 
common council, whereof the number was one hundred, 
four score and odd persons, and by authority of the same, 
ordained that all wardens of mysteries should assemble 
their fellowship in their particular Halls, where they 
hliould exhort Hi* ni to the observation of the King's 
peace, and keeping of good order within the City ; and 
if they espied any man, either prone or ready to raise a 
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A.i^. i4se. rumour desirous of the deliverance of such as w ere ac- 
toiMMku.^ cused, and in captive custody, that their names should 
be secretly written, and covertly delivered to the Lord 
Mayor ; which politic doing, finally ended the outrageous 
doing of the insolent people, after which appeasing, the 
commissioners returned to the Guildhan, where many of 
the robbers were attainted, and Aher(wards) condignly 
put to execution, besides divers great fines and ransoms 
paid which were set upon many merchants for winking 
at these doings or assenting to the same. 
The Kin^ « UndoT prcteuce of change of air the Court removed 
%KS!iricki°^ to Coventry, that the King might enjoy the sports of 
the field. The Duke of York, the Earls of Salishury 
{f{,irin, and Warwick " were invited by letters under the King's 
p^48k) own hand to attend at Court, where aftairs of the utmost 
Lo?d?TJf' importance required their advice." The object of the 
Queen was to break up their confederacy, and aware 
that they would be less powerful at Coventry than in 
London she sought thus to ensnare them into her power* 
{Jirid.) "The Duke of York had not yet done anything? 

openly which shewed that he aspired to the crown, l iiis 
was a secret between him and his principal friends. It 
is very true the Court was persuaded of it, but it was 
not possible to convict him. Hitherto he had varnished 
his actions with the good of the Publick, and for that 
very reason was formidable to the Court hut, how- 
ever artfully he concealed his designs from the people, 
he knew that the Queen perfectly understood the part he 
was playing, and would not scruple to employ any means 
Lilt marie to couuteract his plans. Nevertheless the King s invi- 
c^it^n^f de! tation was accepted, but warned by private emissaries of 
•igo.. they danger that awaited tiiem, they hastily separated 
without entering the town, the Duke withdrawing to his 
stronghold of Wigniore, in W ales; Salisbury to Mid- 
dlehani, and \Varvvick to Calais, and although they de- 
feated by so doing tiie Queen's object, they were ren- 
dered less formidable than when acting in concert. 
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Two years pa*5;sed over without any oceiirrcnce of a d Mr.?, 
importance to the rival liouses. Some predAtory incuE^ ^'J^tch^ 
sions of the Scots, and a boccaneering expedition from 
France,^ under the command of Sir Piera de Bracy and 
the Count de Pomiers, may have recalled them to a 
flense of the danger their common country was placed in 
by their continual quarrels. Henry, almost the only ini- a d. ms. 
partial person in the country, during his quiet seclusion, {Wh»tk»n^ 
whilst readiog his books alone, formed the noble resolu- 
tkuk of reconciling the conflicting interests of both par- h 
ties, bj the sacrifice of Ins own feelings and the emolu- teth^^ 
ments of the crown. He invited the chief lords of each 
to London, permitting them Id appear with armed re- 
tainers sufficient to prevent nny sudden treacher} w hich 
each expected from the other. "The Duke of \ ork They Mxire 
came to London with his own household only, to the (F«nn*« Pa$i 
number of 140 hoiae, as it is said, (and took up his vui.i p.isi'.) 
abode at Baynard's Castle the Earl of Salisbury ^"""'^^^'^ 
with 400 horse in his company, four score knights and 
squires ; the Duke of Somerset came to London {the) istowe, 
last day of January, with 200 hoi'se, and lodgeth without 
Temple Bar.''^^ The Earl of Northumberland, iheu^i^. 
Lords Egremont and CliflGord had fifteen hundred re-i».4M') 
tainers, and were quartered in the King'^s Mews at 
Charing, probably where the present noble mansion of 
the Duke of Northumberland now stands. Warwick 
received permission to bring over 24 foreigners from 
CalaiS) besideii his English retinue, and arrived in Feb- 



* Sir Piers de Bracy pillaged 
Saodwiehttiieii neither peopled nor 

fortified on acrount- of thr plaprue 
having broken out in the town ; and 
the Count contented himielf with 
plundering the little town of Foy in 
Cornwall, exploits uttrrly unworthy 
of the great forces placed at thnx 

" Bajnara^i CitCle if ttiU pee- 



served in name in Upper Thames 
Street. Stowe lays ^ Dake liad 

400 fnllo'H'rrs'. 

The present Somerset House 
staodt npon the site of the old Dtt- 
cal Palace. The Dukes of Somer^ 
set and Exeter, the latter residing 
at his house near the Duke of So- 
merset, ttttnlmd BO leaa tfrna 8eQ 
armed retidaon. 

2 
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A.D. 1416. 
Febnuurj. 



p. 488.) 



Cfironicle, 
p. 176.) 



Outward re- 
iuiuiliHtkm, 
Aprii 6th. 



niary, having been detained by adverse winds, and went 
with a laige body of retainers to the Grey Friars.^ 
In the month of March the King and Queen arrived, 
and made the Bishop's palace^ their residence. So 
great was the influx of armed men that Sir Godfrey 
Boleyn,35 the Mayor, had daily 5000 citizens well armed 
by day, and half that number by night to rrimrd the city. 
Stowe records " a fray in Fleet Street bi'tween men of 
the Court and the inhabitants of the same street, in 
which fray the Queen's Attorney was slain. For this 
fact the King committed the Governors of Fumivall's, 
Clifford, and Barnard's Inns to prison, and William 
Taylor, alderman of the ward, and many others were 
sent to A\'indsor C^astle.** 

By the exeilionsof the Cardinal Archbishop, at length 
an outward reconciliation was effected, and the following 
short letter addressed to Sir John Faatolf at Caistor 
shows how difficult a task his Grace had undertaken. 



i^tt«rto9ir ** Like it your Mastership to wcet, that as for tidinsfs, 

John Fastolf. , ^ . , - . 

— v the Council is, the forenoon, at the Black Friars, for 
^^'^j.^voU. tlie ease of resorting of the Lords that are within the 
Town ; and, at afternoon, at the White Friars in Fleet 
Street, for the Lords without the Town ; and all things 
shaJl come to a good conclusion with God's Grace ; for 
the Kinjy shall come hither this week, and the Queen 
also, as Hoirie men say, and niy Lords Buckingham and 
Stafford with her and much people. 

My Lord of Canterbury taketh great pain upon him 
4aily» and will write unto you the certainty of such 



* The Earl of Warwick's house 
ivas in Warwick Lane. Hw re- 

tainers were dressed in scarlet, em- 
broidered with white ragged staves, 
before and behind. Stowe says they 
iamoanted to 600 men. 

The Biihop'a PaUwe nM near 



St. li^aui's. 

» " This Sir Godfrey Boleyn was 
Ancestor to two famous Queens ; 
Anna, wife of Henry VIII. and his 
daughter Queen £lisabetii."'-^Jte- 
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tidings as faU ; and should have done ere thk time, save a.d. i4»s. 

for that he would know can end of the matter. J^hnFaitfllf. 

Other tidmgs here a.rp none, save my Lord of Exeter 
is displeased that the Karl of W^arwick shall keep the 
Sea^ and hath therefore received this week £1000 of the 
Hanaper. 

The messenger was on horsehack when I wrote you 
this Bill, and therefore it was done in haste, and our 

Lord Jesu keep yua. Written at London the Wed- 
nesday after Midlent. 

And my Lord of Canterbury told me that the French- 
men have been before yon, and that ye shot many Guns, 
and 80 he told all the I^ords. 

I have desired him to move the Council for refireshing 
of the Town of Yarmouth with stuff of Ordnance, and 
Guns and Gunpowder, and he said he would. 

Your liumbic Servant, 

John Bockin^^ 

London^ 

Wiednadaifi I6ih ofMarch^ 1458. 



A Public Procession was made to St. Pauls " for the ^v!*^^- 
open appearance and demonstration of this ffodlv con- p «»a ) ' 
cord, on the day of the coi]< L[itinn of our Lady, in the *>^- i**uia. 
month of March, ( April hth) at which solemn feast, the 
King in habit royal, having his diadem on his head, kept 
his estate in procession, before whom went hand in hand, 
the Duke of Somerset and the Ear! of Salisbury, the 
Duke of FiXetcr and the Earl of Warwick, and so one of 
the one faction mv} anotiier of the sect, and behind the 
King the Duke of Vork led the Queen, with great fa- 
miliarity, to all men's sights."" But this was a mere 
pageant, and the proud spirits who now walked hand in 
hand, had hem taught to imagine that the ceremonial 
absolution of the mechanical worship of their religion 
would free them from the crime of liypocriby and deceit. 
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A.D. I4B6. This event is recofded in the foUowing ballad. 

iOmtempo. Wisdom and wealth, with all pleasanoe 

TUTU SulUttt 

VMted by May rightful nngn, and proaperity ; 

"^'^ For love hadi nnderlud wnlhfiil vemaTince. 

Bigoice England! our Lords accorded bet 
In York, in Somereet, as I undentand* 
In Warwick also, ia love and diarity; 
In Saliibiiiy eke, and in Northnmberiand, 
That every man may rejoice. Concord and Unity! 

Egremont and ClifTbrd. with, other aforesaid. 

Be set in the same opinion, 

In every quarter love is thus laid ; 

Grace and Wisdom have thus the dominion ! 

Awake ! wealth ! and walk in thia region. 

Round about in town and city, 

And thank them that brought it to this conclusion. 

Rejoice ! England ! to Concord and Unity ! 

At Paulas in London, with great renown. 

On our Ladyday in Lent, this peace was wronght. 

The King, the Queen, with Lords many one 

To worship that Virgin as they ought, 

Went in procession and spared light nought 

In sight of all the commonality, 

In token that love was in heart and thought. 

Rejoice 1 England I to Concord and Unity T' 

There are several other similar verses of this ballad 

which shows how grateful this apparent reconciliation 
was to tlie crrcat mass of the people. 
Qnmcibe. A petty fray between two menials, within a lew weeks 
Jr^s!^- of the imposing ceremony of the general reconciliation^ 
'4'^^ War. undid in an instaqt all that had been effected bj the 
reuinlrs.^ aiixious Bolicitudo of the King and the Lord CSardinal* 
pu43£!r' A servant of the King s household attacked a yeoman of 
the Earl of Warwick, when the latter wounded his ad- 
versary severely and fled. The King's menials seeing 
their fellow servant thus hurt and his enemy fled, way- 
laid the Earl of Warwick on his return from the Council, 
and attacked him, the yeomen with swords, the black 
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guards ^ with spits and fire forks. ^ After a long fight, a.d. 
and many of the Earl's men maimed and wounded, by 
help of his friends, he took a whprr}% and so escaped to 
London ; whom the Queen incontinent commanded to 
be apprehended, and as a captive and prisoner, to be 
sent to the Tower of London, where (if he had been 
then taken) he had shortly ended his days. By this 
unhappy fray, and sadden chance of malice, there arose 
such daily and terrible war, that every man was in 
trouble, and no person was in quiet. For after this dis- 
plea.suie done to tiie Earl, and the Queen's good minti 
towards him by his secret friends privily revealed, he 
with all diligence, took his journey to Warwick, and 
after into Yorkshire, where he found the Doke of York, 
and the Eaii of Salisbury, declaring to them the assault 
of the Kings's servants, and the pretended purpose of the 
fraudulent Queen. After which complaint made, he 
fearing lest by long absence, he nnght be deposetl or de- 
frauded of his Captainship of Calais, with gieat speed 
embarked himself, and sailed thither, daily expecting and 
lookmg, what way the Duke of York would take, for 
atcfaieving his long intended purpose. After whose de* 
parture, the Duke of York, and the Earl of Salisbury, 
somewhat stirred, and moved with this double dealing, 
began to grudge and murmur ; affirming that in the 
Queen rested nothing but fraud and feminine malice, 
which ruling the King at her pleasure and will, studied 
nothing so much, as the destruction of the nobility, and 
peers of the realm. After k>ng consultation had, it was 
agreed, that the Earl with a warlike company should 
inarch toward the King, and complain both to him of 



* Bhck«fuards. '* In all great 

houses, bntpartii ularly in the Royal 
Residences, there were a number of 
mean and dirty dependants, whose 
oiBce it wag to attend the wood* 
\piri\ , snilleries, etc. Of these the 
most turlorn wretches seem to have 



been selected to carry coals to the 
kitchens, halls, <S:c To rh':^ smutty 
regiment, who attended the pro- 
gresses, and rode fai tiie carts witii 
the pots and kettles, the people, in 
derision, gave the nnrri of *BliACK- 
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A.D.J4M. the manifest injuiy done to his son^ mi also of the un- 
kind breach of the sworn amity and late agreement, in 
which suit, if he did prevail, he then should not oioii the 
occasion to him given, in revenging t!ie displeasures to him 
done, by the Queen and her sinister councilors, which 
e^il and ungodly, ordeied the subjects of the whole 
lealm." 

As it was now evident to the leaders of both parties, 
that neither could trust the other, and accordingly that 

the only resource left was an appeal to arniij, prepara- 
tions made to meet the coiiiinu, eribis, publicly on 
the part of tiie King, and secretly on the part of the 
The King's Confederated Lords. The Kioff despatched letters under 

forces fts* 

se.nbKd at his privy seal in April 1459 sununoninff the Attendance 
-u-w n f ^' of the nobility and gentry to be with him at Leicester 
Sn^^^i' ®° *^ May, with as many persons defensibly 

p- arrayed, an thoy might accui ding to their dejrree, and that 

til* y should bring with thorn for their oxpensea lor two 
months." The Vorkists had arranged to unite at Ke- 
nilworth, but the King being apprized of their moye- 
ments hastened to intercept the Earl of Salisbuiy^ who 
finding himself anticipated by the rapid march of the 
Royal Army, was driven to make a larger circuit than 
he had contemplated. Unexpectedly he came upon a 
troop of Royalists imder the Command of Lord A udloy 
Battle of Bloreheath in Staifordshire, amounting to 5000 men, 
28 8epri4W. whom lic defeated by a stratagem, and Lord Audley 
was slain.^^ This enabled him to join the Duke of 
York at Ludeford, near Ludlow, where the Earl of War- 
wick also met them with a hirge force of veterans tnm 
Calais. 

Warwick 

Warwick justified the steps taken by tlie confederates 

conduct. — ni the ioiiowing Articles, which he dispersed on liis 

M^iS, March. "L That the Commonweal and good politic 
p. iw.) 



Besides Lord Audley the R 



ov- 



alists lost Sir Hugh Venables, Sir 
TbomM Dutton, Sir John Dunne, 



Sir Richard Molioeiis, Sir John 
Heigh, etc. et«* 
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laws had been piteoualy overtuniecl. II. That the a.d. i4m. 

crown property had been outrageously spoiled and 
robbed. III. That sufficient was scarcely left for the 
sustentation of the royal household. IV. That the 
merchants and people had, by illegal novelties, suffered 
great extortions, without payment^ from the Ministers of 
the Kill's household, V. That ihe Govenmient per- 
mitted great and abominable murders, robberies, per- 
juries and extortions ; and favoured and cherished instead 
of punishing them. VI. That the King from his own 
blessed conversation, and noble disposition, graciously 
applied himself to the commonweal ; but that certain 
persons, from their covetousness, and (in order) that 
they might rule, had hidden all these evils from him." 
The intention of the great lords, he added, was to be- 
seech the King, as true subjects, by the advice of those 
of his own blood to redress all these evils, thus explain- 
ing their desire to change the administration, without 
altering the dynasty. 

The royal army continued to increase, and rapidly 
moyed towards Ludlow, offering grace to all that would Henry offrr. 
dep»t from the rebeb, Mid pLdon to York and Wat^ ^""^ 
wick, if within six days they should request it. These 
offers were not accepted, and the following rca.sons as- 
sjirued for declinincr them. " T. Other pardons have Theirfea»on» 
been granted, but they availed nothing. II. The King 
degraded both the Duke and the Earl to the nobles tifde^ 
and commons ; and had neith^ summoned ihiem to his 
council, nor parliament. III. The King's relatlTes, » 
with pride and obstinacy, did as they pleased, IV. The 
Nobles ought to have been called to parliament, and 
have perfect liberty to go, stay or depart ; yet the lilarl 
of Warwick had been wilfully so surrounded and pressed 
'at Westminster, that but for the unexpected aid which 
rescued him, he would certainly have been destroyed."" 
The confederates sent a letter to the King from Ludlow 
on the 10th of October, couched in firm hut respectful 
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A.D. im language : We beseech yoiir good Gnoe to receive oar 
i^e/ desire sftid tfuth Slid Intent ; and not apply yonr said blessed- 

forbearHiue. iicss, noF tHc great righteousness and equity, wherewith 
c/iromeu, Ooi] iiMtli ovcF endued your high nobihty, to the impor- 
''^^ tunity, inipatieDce» and violence of such persons as 
intoid of extreme malice to proceed, under shadow of 
your high might and fireflence, to our destruction, for 
aueh inordinate covetouaneas aa they have to our Lands, 
Offices, and Goods.** They added that ^* they would not 
use their defence until the time that they should be pro- 
voked of necessity." 
The Doke of The terms of reconciliation having failed to bring about 
a£V*i4S9 ^ desirable an object both armies prepared for battle 
' on the Idth of October. The Duke of York to inspire 
greater courage in his men resorted to a gross falsehood, 
Htotricto y wluch ultimately proved his own ruin. In the front of 
his army lie caused maiises to be said for the soul of the 
King, having brought forward persons to swear that he 
liad expired suddenly the tlay before. This roused up 
the blood of the Plantagenets in the breast of Henry. 
(Pari. Roib, " He addressed his troops so knightlily, so manly, and 
f^A so oomfortwise; with so princely a port and assured 
manner, that the lords and people took great joy, and 
only desired to fulfil his courageous desire." On York's 
followers learning the deceit that had been practiced 
Sir Andrew upou them they became disheartened, and Sir Andrew 
dMuSto Trollope deserting during the darkness of the night to 
the Koyal troops completed their dismay. York saw the 
necessity of sounding a retreat, and at midnight a general 
dispersion took place. The Duke hastened with his son, 
( Patton Lei- the young Duke of Rutland, to Ireland passing through 
pTIsLj his Welsh property ; the Earl of March, now eighteen 
years of age, accompanied by the Earls of Salisbury and 
Warwick retreated to Devonshire ; whilst the Bishop of 
Exeter, brother to the £arl of Warwick, the Lord Grey 
and several others submitted to the King. Afiker the 
Duke s departure Henry rode into Ludlow, and spoiled 
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the town and cnsiley whereat he found the DuoheaB of a.d. I4»9. 
York with her two young sona, then children, the which 'J^'^l 

Duchess King Henry sent to her sister, Anne Duchess 
of Buckiimliam.*" Tmmediateiv after this a liailiament ■poii« Lud. 
was sumiiioiied to meet at Coventry on the 20tli of 
November foliowiDg, and on it s assembling the foUowiiig 
persons were attainted and their estates confiscated. 

^ The Duke of York^ the £ui of March, the Duke Th. Rebel 
of Rutland, the Earl of Warwick, the Earl of Salishury, ^^^^^ 
the Lord Powis, the Lord Clinton, the Countess of nw. 20th. 
Salisbury, Sir Thomas Neville, Sir Jolm Neville, Sir enters. 



Thos. Harrington, Sir Thos. Parr, Sir John Converh, p- i«*^0 
•Sir John Wenlock, Sir William Oldhail, Edward Bour- 
chier, Sq. and his brother, Thos. Vaughan, Thos. Colt, 
ThoB. Clay, John Dinham, Thos. Moring, John Otter, 
Master Richard Fish^, Hastmgs and others. As for 
the Lord Powis he came in, and had grace for his life, 
but as for his iroods, the forfciLurc pa^>.scd." 

Thus the party of York Reeined destroyed, and the 
House of Lancaster thought itself now securely seated 
on the throne. The Earl of Northumberland and Lord 
Clifford had the command of the North, and the Duke Duke of 
of Somerset was to supersede the Earl of Warwick in appointed to 

ibcooninuuid 

the Command of Calais. But Edward, the future or caiib. 

sovereign of England, and the Earls of Warwick and Edirard, 
Salisbury ]iv the assistance of John Dmhani, includi d m andsaii«- 
the act of attainder, procured a ship at Exeter, which 
conveyed them to Guernsey. Here they secreted them- 
selves till the 2nd of November and then sailed privately 
to Calais, where they were admitted by the Lord Fal- 
oonbridge through a postern gate, and enthusiastically 
received by the troops. The Duke of Somerset vainlv 
attempted to take the place, and to his succour the atui n^t^to 
Lords Rivers and Scales were sent with a tieet from 
Sandwich. The illsuccess of this expedition is ironically 
mentioned in a letter of William Wyrcester, and Wil* ^jj^'^*^ 
Ihuu Paston in the letter quoted below gives a curious voi. i. ' 
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A.D. i4S». scene which took place on the captured admiral and his 
eon being brought into the presence of the Yorkist 
nobles. 

Sir John Warwick formed the bold design of sdzing the whole 
tares the*^*" fleet before it left the channel, and entrusted this im- 

u^ui the Earl portaiit scrvice to Sir Jnlui Diiihara, who afterwards l)e- 
{imiiam came Lord Hiffh Treasurer to Kinj? Henry the Seventh. 

ff'jfrcettirr, " i • 

P- 47t>.) So ably was this plan executed that Lord Rivem and his 
A.D. im, son were surprized whilst in bed, and carried with all 

Jnntuaj. * » 

/viwon Let- the shipping to Cahiis. After statinff that the Lord 

ten vol i. 

p. ' ' Chancellor was gone to the King on account of Lord 
Rivers' capture at Sandwich, William Paston informs 

us that the latter " was brought to Calais, and before 
the Lords, with eiglii ^core torches, and th(^re my Lord 
Salisbury rated him, calling him * Knave s son, that he 
should be so rude to call him, and those other Lords 
traitors ; for they should be found the King's true liege 
men, when he would be found a traitor/ And my Lord 
Warwick rated him, and said, * that his father was but 
a squire, and brouglit up with King Henry the Fifth, 
and since u\i[<lc himself by marriage, and also made a 
Lord; and tliat it was not his part to hold such lan- 
guage of Lords, being of the King's blood/ And my 
Lord March rated him hkewise. And Sir Anthony was 
rated for his language of all the three Lords in likewise." 
CMHtofiiie To this circumstance must be traced much of the ill 
mwity^be- blood wliicli rankled in the bosoms of the father and 
tumiikiof brother of the future Queen of En<rland, and which unon 

Neville and , , i i 

Woodvuie. the Earl of March, afterwards becoming King, and 
confiding almost unlimited power to the WoodviUes 
caused the destruction of the house of Neville. 
YoTkH^if- Duke of York's reception in Ireland less 

land.- enthusiastic, where he was hailed as another Messiah,'* 
«i««fe,p. 474, and "strenfjtliened with liis earls and homagers." The 

Biid Fenn, ° " 

vwi. i. p. 1S5.) Royalists were already convinced that their temporary 
success at Ludlow was of no avail, and as the King 
came towarda London he raised the peoploi and sent 
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coiniiiissions into divers shires, that every man l)e ready A.D.im. 
in his best arrav, to come when he biiould send for him." '^'"Sli'I!!: 
Another naval force was stationed at Sandwich to assist (/^MTm) 
Somerset in his attempt on Calais, but was attended 
vnth the like ill flueceas; beinff driveD into CalaiB and ^ ^ ^^^^*r 
secured, and the Lord Andley taken prisoner. w^rliirick. 

Shortly after this the Eari of Warwick passed with tmoimm 
many ships filled with armed men, hy the coasts of Knji^- jj^/*^ )^ ' 
land into Ireland. The Duke of Exeter, the I^nrd ] fin;li proceeds to 
Admiral with a large tleet, was ordered to capture tiie 
Earl. Nevertheless the Earl of Warwick having con- 
suited the Duke of York in Ireland as to his future 
plans, returned with his mother the Countess of Salis- 
bury, with his fleet. And towards the Feast of the 
Pentecost, he met the ships of the Duke of Exeter, off 
the coast of Cornwall, and notwithstanding their supe- 
rior number, through the supineness and deception of jj^ 
the sailors and others, he was allowed to pass to Calais Jj*^ ^ 
without fighting." 

Not lonir afW Osbert Mountford was ordered with capture or 

Moaattonl* 

five hundred armed men to Ouisnes to the assistance of 

the Duke of Somei'set. And in the Town of Sandwich 
he wns captured by John Dinham, John NV^enlock and 
others trom Calais, to which place he was conveyed, and 
beheaded on the 25 th of June ; and in this skirmish in 
Sandwich the said John Dinham was badly wounded in 
the leg hj a bombard," 

The result of the conference at Dublin was soon ap- 
parent. The Yorkists every where were called upon bv The vwitteu 

* ^ ^ ^ * • prepare for 

their leaders to prepare for action, whilst a report Wt'us action, 
spread that Henry disavowed the act oi' attainder and 
w a5; little more than a prisoner in the hands of a faction. 
The victories at Sandwich gave the command of that 
part of the coast to the confederated noUes, who soon 
aseertained that the feelings of the multitude were with 
them provided they attempted nothing against the person 
of the King. On the oth of J une the Earls of Salisbury Juae 5tii. 
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and are 
Joined by 
tlM Kcatlab 



A.D. 1400. and Warwick landed at Sandwich with 2000 men, from 
Simiwich'' whence they niarehed by way of Canterbury direct to 

Loudon, tlieir nuiubery increasing nn their way to forty 
thousand nien,'*^ and bciiio" accompauied by the Popes 
legate throughout the journey. 
(rrkeihmtp. A memorial of the time issued by the Kentish men 

tied*!, p. 479t 

and tr. iyfr~ accounts for the ru>id auccess of this movement. There 
!»• 400.) was no disloyalty to the King, nor perBonal attachment 
to the House of York ; the latt^ was considered the 

leader of the libei-al party in the state, the advocate for 
freedom of opinion in religious nialters, and the redrcssor 
of public grievances, whilst the advisers of the former 
were supposed to support public abuses, and to resist the 
desired improvements. 



{UtrUitm 
MSS. MS.) 



1 e Kentish Tkege he the PoinU and Cmues of the gathering and 

msemhling oJ us, the King s true liegemen of 
Kent, t/ie mhich we trust to remedy ^ with 
helj) of hinif the King, our Sovereign 
Lordj and all the Commons 
ofJEnglamd>^ 



1. The King, by the insatiable oovetousness, malicious 

purpose, and false-brought-of-nouglit persons, daily and 
nightly about his Highness, is daily informed that good is 
evil and evil is good. 

2. They say, that our Sovereign Lord is abovp law, 
and that the law was made but to his [deasore ; and that 
he may make and break it as often as him list, without 
any distinction. The contrary is true. And also, that he 
should not have been sworn, in his coronation to keep it, 
which we conceive for the highest point of treason that 



^ On the authority of "V^'hrt- 
bempstede the number is stated at 
40,000. WiUfam Wyreester says 
" that when they reached Blaok- 
heath they had twenty thousand 
men." — (p. 480.) A clerical error 



subttituting L for X will noooctltf 
thU dUcrepancy. 

^ These "PoinU and Cansea" 
will be found in Turner's H istory of 
the Middle Ages, vol. iii. p- 2;i>. 
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any subject may do against his prince, to make him a.d. 
reign in perjury. Me-wtai. 

3. They say, how that the King should hve upon his 

4 

commons, so that all their bodies and goods be[eii] his. 
The contrary is trae ; for then he need never to set 
parliament to assess any goods of them. 

4. Item, they inform the King, how that the commons 

would first destroy the King's friends, and after himself 
and then bring in the duke of York to be ihck King ; 
so that by thcso false mens' leasings,* they made him to 
hate and to destroy his very friends, and love his false 
traitors, that call themselves his friends. 

5. They say, it is a great reproach to the King to re- 
assume what he has given away for livelihood. 

6. The false traitors will suffer no man to come into 
the K ing's presence, for no cause without he will give a 
bribe. 

7. That the good Xhike of Gloucester was impeached 
of treason by one false traitor alone. How soon was he 
murdered! and never might come to his answer. And 
that felse traitor Pole, impeached by all the eommonar 

lity of England, (the which number passed a quest of 
24,()0u) might not be suffered to die as the law woald, 
hut rather these said traitors, at the said Pole's aj^sent, 
that was as false a& Fortiger would that the King should 
hold battle in his own r^m, in the destruction of all 
his people, and of himself both* 

8. They, whom the King will, shall he traitors, and 
whom he will not, shall be none. 

9. The law seemeth only to do wrong. 

10. That our Sovereign Lord may well underf?tand that 
he hath had false counsel ; for his law is lost, his mer- 
chandize is lost; his commerce (hath) been destroyed; the 
sea is lost; France is lost ; himself is made so poor, »o 
thai he may not pay for his meat nor drink ; he oweth 
mare^ and is greater tn debt, than ever was Kmg in Eng- 



" Leanngt a lyiof romoiur, a false rtipoTt,'*^{Riehardi9n,) 
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A.D. 1480. land. This notwithstanding, yet daily these said traitors 

M«iSli''** (have) been about him, awaiting when any thing 
.sliuuld tall, and come to him, and profit by his law, they 
{have) been ready enough to ask it from him. 

11. They ask gentleman s lands and goods in Kent, 
and call us risers and traitors, and the King^s enemies ; 
but we shall he found his true liegemen. 

12. We wUl that all men know, that we neither rob 
nor steal ; but the defaults, amended, we will go home. 
Wherefore w e exhort all the King's true liegera to help 
and support us. 

13. We blame not all the lords about the Kings 
person, nor all gentlemen, nor all men of law, nor all 
biehopi^ nor oi/ priesis ; but onfy such as may be found 
guilty, by a just and a true inquiry by the law." 

The papers end with these words : 

God be our guide. 
And then we shall speedy 
Whoever saysy nay! 

Thus the chief motive of the confederate Lords, the 
displacmg of the House of Lancaster by the rival line 
of York, was carefully concealed by the leaders of the 

movement, though the immediate friends of the Kint? 
were not deceived a.s to the real intentions of York and 
ThcRoyaiuu hls foilowors. ^' The Lords Ilungerford and Scales, with 
Tower - tho shcnff of Kcut, John Delamere of Berkshire, and 
c'^/i^r, many other aimed men took possession of the Tower to 
The Bishops prevent their entry into London. But on their reaching 
Kt&tdtait Southwark William €tray. Bishop of Ely, and G^eorge 
Neville, Bishop of Exeter met the Earls of March, War- 
\vipk,and Sali.sbury, and led them into the City over the 
liridgc ; and on the following morning they proceeded 
to Si. Pauls pluirch, and in the presence of Thomas 
Bouchier^ Archbishop of Canterbury, and the above- 
named Bishops they swore upon the Gross of St. Tho- 
mas of Canterbury, that they militated nothing against 
ilic aiiegiauce they owed to King Henry," 
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Having sent the l^^arl of Sah"sbnry and Sir John a.d. i460. 
Weniuck to besiege the Tower of London, the Earls 
of Warwick and March, with the Archbishop of Can- 
terbuiy^ and the Bishop of Exeter^ proceeded with a 
large army toward Northampton, without the walls of 
which King Henry had fixed his camp. On the tenth Bauie^ 
of July a hattle was fought there, and owuig to the ton^JuirK, 
treachery and assistance (afforded to the enemy) by 
Lord Grey de Ruthin, the King lost the field. There 
perished Himinlirey Stafford, Duke of Biickin[rham, (W'. /^yr. 

~ Of tier p 481 s 

John Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury, John Earl of Beau- comp^ aiM 
mont, Thomas Lord Egremont, and others to thegj><e^p-^* 
number of three hundred men; whilst many were 
drowned in crossing the river in theur fl^t. Towards 
the dose of the battle the retainers of John Staffiird 
killed Sir William Lucy, whose widow shortly after was 
wedded to their master." 

*' Upon this Queen Mariraret with the Prince fled The Queen 

° flee* with 

from Eccleshall towards Chester, and was nearly taken S^«firiiiGe to 

HafleA, and 



prisoner by J ohn Cleyer, a retfuner of Lord Stanley, and gjgg*» 
was robbed of all her goods and jewds by her own ser- 
vants ; nevertheless she got safely with the young prince 
to her castle {HarhcK) in Wales." 

From tlieace iMar^aret fled into Scotland, whilst Henry con- 

111 ducted by 

Henry who had fallen int o the hands of the rebels, was the Yorkists 

^ to London, 

conducted with all outward forms of state and ceremony ^^Ij^^^^jjj; 
to London, which he reached on the 16th of July, and 
where he was affiectionateiy received by all classes, the 
confederates being thereby constrained to treat him with 
becoming decorum and reverence. p* ^) 

** The Lords Hungerford, and Scales and others who The Toirer 
were in the Tower, delivered it np to the besiegers by them.— 
capitulation, by which tlie Ix >i(. d were to abide by the 
Jaw, but the Lords Hungerford and Scales to go free.*** 

^'But on the following sabbath as Lord Scales, the Murder f 
godfather of the £arl of March, was crossing the 
Thames, he was murdered in a skirmish or quarrel by 

/ 
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iiM. some MMiien bdongiiig to the Etah of Warwkk and 

March, under tlie garden wall of the Bishop of Win- 
chester's Palace on the i>anks of the Thames, intending 
to have sought {the sanctuary of) Westminster. 1 saw 
him myself lying naked/' adds Wyrcester, in the 
cemetery of the Ghureh of St. Mary Overy in Sou^ 
mrk. He had lain naked, being stripped of his cloUieB, 
for 86¥enl hotm on the ground, but afterwards on the 
same day he was honourably interred by the Earls of 
The Royal. March, Warwick and others." In the same month of 
hewied.— July " those who had l>een convicted by a Jury, before 
the Earl of Warwick and the other Juaticiai'ies of the 
King, of illegally holding the Tower, nnmoly Sir Thos. 
Blount, of Kent, with five others of the household of 
the Duke of Exeter, were drawn to Tyburn and be- 
headed, and shortly afterwards, John Archer, who was 
in the councils of the Duke of Exeter, shared the same 
fate." The Bishop of Exeter Nvas made Chancellor of 
England, and {Henry) Lford Bourcliier, Lord Treasurer. 
Duke of The Duke of York came over from Ireland, and ap- 
ftoa il^uS! pears to have been employed in visiting various towns to 
ponish loyalty to the King as * crhne against the people. 
This we gather from the following interesting letter. 

u^ietdn' " warshipfid Sir and Master^ John Pob- 

foi.t.p.i«l} ion Esqmret ^ Norunch^ he this Leiter delicend 

in haste, 

Ri^t worshipful Sir and Master, I recommend me 
unto you ; please you to weet, the Monday after Our 
Lady day there came hither to my Master's place, my 
Master Bowser, Sir Harry Rutlbrd, John CSay, and the 

Harbingers of my Lord of March, d^iring that my 
Lady of York, and her two sons, my Lord George, and 
my Lord Richard, and my Lady Margaret her daughter, 
(which I granted them in your name) to lie here until 
Michelmas. 

And she had not lain here two days but (befan). she 
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had tidings of the landing of iiiy Lord at Chester, a.d, 14<w. 
The Tuesday next after, my Lord sent for her that .slie 
should come to him to Harford (Hereford) and thither 
she IB gone ; and she hath left here both the sonfl^ and 
the daughter, and tbe Lord of Maieh oometh eray day 
toaeetheai. 

Item, my Lotd of Yotk liath direvs stmura Comnus- Damor 

^. ... Yoi**»|HN>- 

sioiki li'om the Kinff, for to sit in divers to\sTis coming m** ^ ^ 

° through the 

homeward ; tl)at is for to f^ri\ , in Ludlow, Shrewsbury, country. 
Hereford, Leicester, Coventry, and in other divers 
Towns, to puniah them \gy tbe iaults to the King s 
Laws. 

As tat tidings here» the King is away at Eltham and 
at Ofeenwieh to hmit, and to sport him there bidmg 

{dvring) the Parliament, and the Queen and the Prince 
abideth in Wales always, and {there) is with her the 
Duke of Exeter, and others with a few men as it is 
said here. 

And the Duke of Somerset he in Dieppe, and with 
him Master John Ormond, Whittingham, Andrew Tzol- 
lope and other diTsrs of the Garrison of Gnisnesy under 
the King of France's safe conduct, and they say here, 

he purposes him to go to Wales to the Queen. And the 
Earl of Wiltshire is still in peace at Otryght (Ottery) 
at the Friars, which is banetuaiy .... 

• •••••>•••• 

WrUiin ai Lomkm^ the l%tk day of Odahv. 

Your own Servant^ 

Oct. 12. 

This complete success of the rehels emboldened the Yor k cuim a 
Duke (if ^'(iik on his amval in London, to advance his 
claim to the throne. This was the only safety of his party, 
for though so long as Margaret and the Lancastrian Lords 
eo«dd be kept from the Kmg, they would have nothmg 
to .fear; onee aUow tiie Queen to return, and regain the 
aseendaney m the Kmg^s eouncib, and H was eiridoit to 

/2 
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A.D. i4fio. them tliat their treason would receive its merited re* 
ward. UeDce the necessity of prompt measures during 
her absence^ aod acting mider the advice of the Earls of 
Salisbury and Warwick^ the Duke of York^ whose at- 
tainder had been removed by the repeal of all the acts of 
Oct, MHh. the parliament of Coventry, entered London on tlic 16th 
(H'iiiiam of October, aud proceeded ''with 500 hoi*>senien to the 
p. 4aij.^ Palace of Westminster on the 3rd day of the sitting 
of parliament, proclaiming himself by his own mouth 
heir to the Grown of Enghmd." Standing with his 
hand resting npon the throne he appeared to wait an 
invitation to place himself upon it ; and then removing 
his hand an:ain, he turned to the peers, who applauded 
his thus withdraunns: from his treasonable purpose, even 
whilst lie stood on the dais. Chafed by their previoiis 
silence and present applause, he replied haughtily to 
the request of the Cardinal Archbishop that he would 
^^e/Aeay. visit the King, who was then in the Queen^s palace : 
p. 484.) know no one in this Kingdom, who ought not 

rather to come to me;" abruptly quitted the house, 
and appropriated that pcjrtion of the palace to himself. 
Hi* haughty which had hitherto been reserved for the King's own 
^Sum£»' use. " But few of the Lords countenanced him," says 
William Wyrcester, whilst Whetliempstede adds em- 
phatically : " Every state and grade, of whatever age 
or sex, order or condition, began to murmur against 
him." Henry was beloved for himself. He was the son 
of one King and the grandson of another. He had filled 
the throne for thirtv-nine vears, and liis enemies iiad 
sworn tcaltv to him, York himself upon the sacrament, 
more tiiaii once. On the ninth day of the same ses- 
sion the latter gave a written statement of his claim to 
the Chancellor, requirmg at the same lime a speedy an- 
swer. The Lords decided that every man had a right 
to be heard, and that the Duke s petition should be r^; 
but that in a case of so peculiar a nature they must 
first receive the Kings commands. Henry was made 
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aoqiuunted with the Duke's demancl the same day, to a.d. im> 

which he repHed : "My father was Kin^; his father Men«7*« title 
\\a8 also King:; I have worn the crown loity vears from crown.— 
my cradle ; you all have sworn fealty to me as your p- 
sovereign, and your fathers have done the like to my 
£itheiB. How then can my right be diq>ated I " He 
then commended himself to their loyalty, and bid them 

seek and find, as much as in them was, all such things 
as might be objected and laid against the claim and title 
of the said Duke." The judges declined to be advocates oct. imh, 
for either party, and said the present question being 
above the law must be referred to the Lords of the 
King's blood, and to the wisdom of parliament. 

The result of the parliamentary enquiry contains the objections to 
foUowing objections to the Duke's chum. That titles 
both he and the lords had sworn fealty to Heniy, and of 
course he by his oath was prevented from urging, they 
by iheii'S from adinittinjp^, liis claim : 2nd. That many 
acts passed in divers pai*liaments of the King's proge- 
nitoi-s, might be opposed to the pretensions of the Iiouse 
of Clarence, which acts, ^ been of authority to defeat 
any manner of title.' drd. That several entails had 
been made of. the crown to the heirs male, whereas he 
claimed by descent from females? 4fth. That he did not 
bear the arms of Lionel the third, but of Edmund the 
fifth son of Edward III. : and 5 . That Henry IV. had 
doclared tliat he entered on the throne as the true heir 
of Heniy HI." To the three first objections the Duke's ^^fi^L^ 
oonnsei replied; that as priority of descent was evi- 
dently in his favour, it followed that the right to the 
crown was his ; which right could not be defeated by 
oaths or acto of parliament, or enti^. Indeed the only 
entail made to the exclusion of females wna that of the 
seventh year of Henry IV., and would never have been 
thought of, had that prince claimed under the customary 



^ See lingwd'e Hiitorj of Bi«1aiid« tet iii. p. 491 and 492. 
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A.D. im, law of descents : that the reason why he had not hitherto 
taken the arms of Lionel was the same as liad }»re vented 
liini from claimmg the crown, the danger to wiiich such 
a prooeediiig would have exposed him ; and lastly that if 
Henry IV. proiKRiiioed himself the ri^^itlbl heir of 
Henij III., he anerted what he knew to be vaatrf». 
As, however, the principal relknoe of his adveisarieB 
was on the oaths which he had taken, and whieh it was 
contended were to be considered as a suncnder of his 
right by his own act, he contended that no oath contrary 
to truth and justice is binding ; that the virtue of an 
oath is to confirm truth and not to impugn it ; and that 
aa the obligation of oatha is a subjeot for the detenninar 
tion of the spiritual tribnnals, he was willing to answer 
in any such court all manner of men, who had any thing 
to propose against him.^ 

vork pro- On the ninth of the followinc^ November the Duke of 

Mot Mb ^^^^ buleinnly proclaimed heir apparent, and Lord 
Protector during the King's life, and an income of 
.£^10,000 a year was assigned to him. The pride of 
York disgusted even his followers. Till the compromise 
had been effected he declined to vint the King, declaring 
that he mm subject to no nmn, and that God himadf 
was his only superior." 

By his inlvice the King sent for the Queen and his 
son, but Margaret with the caution of a mother, de^- 
dined to trust the Prince into the hands of those, who 

Tiie Queea hsd fobbed him of his patrimony, hut hastened to her 

Nortti!." ^ ^ends in the North, who had raised another army m 
the King'*s name, at York under the Duke of Somerset, 
the Earls of Northumberland and Devon and the Lords 
Clifford, Dacre, and Neville, who had drawn their fol- 
lowers together from various parts nf the King'luiii, 

(jy. Wyr. ^^and had destroyed the retainers and tenants of the 

p!'4Im.} Duke of York and of Salisbury." 

Pariiament being prorogued in Decemiber, the Duke 
and Eiri hastened from London with a huge armed 
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force t()^^ ards York, but coming unexpectedly upon the a.d. im, 
ti o( nf the Duke of Somerset at MCi ks ip, their f^iSJU."* 
vanguard was destroyed. On the 2 1st of December, 
however, they reached Sandal Castle, with 6000 men, 
Mid kept their Christinas there, notwithstanding that 
the enemy under the Duke of Somerset and the Earl of 
Northomheifandy were dose by at Pontefraet.^ 

** The followers of the Dnke of York, havinor L^one Batu* ot 

' O C Wakefield, 

out to fora^ for {iros isions on the 29th ui December, a Dec.ao.im 
dreadful battle was fought at Wakefield between tlie 
Duke of Somerset, the Earl of Northumberland and 
Lord Neville, and the adverse party, when the Duke of Death or 
York, Thomas Neville^ son of the Earl of Saiislmty, (/^^~ 
Thomas Harrington, Thomas Parr, Edward Boarehler, ^ 
James Pykering, and Henry Rathforde, with many other 
Knij^hts and Squires, and soldiers to the amount of two 
thousand, were slain in the field. After the battle, 
Lord Clifford slew the younff Earl of Rutland, the son and of the 

Karl of 

of the Duke of York, as he was fleeing across the KuUMid. 
Bridge at Wakefield ; and in the same night the Earl 
of Salishoiy was eaptored by a follower of Sir And. 
TroHoppe, and on the monow beheaded by the Bastard Execuliun of 
of Exeter at Pontefract, where at the same time the 
dead bodies of York, Kutland, and others of note ulio 
fell in the battle, were decapitated, and their hea<h 
aiiixed in various parta of York, whilst a paper crown 
was placed in derision on the head oi the Duke of 
York." 

Oar old gossipmg ChroniclerB, Grafton and HaO, a.i>. i4tfi. 
have thrown a great deal of romance into th^ aeeonnts 

of this Battle, but the usual shrewd conduct of York 
on other occasions must lead one to doubt his having 
challenged Somerset to fight, as the latter is said to 
have had 18,000 men under his command, whilst the 
entire forces of the Duke were not more than 0000. 
We shall probably be nearer the truth in following the 
account furnished by Wyrcester, from which it would 
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Mortimer** 

CroM, 
Keh. 1, 14rtl. 
-(/>>r- 
retter, 
p. 4d60 



The Queen 

Butfche* 
towrards 

liOiidon. — 
t^JOiJ. 485.) 



appear that the Yorkists liad gone out to furajre and 
|)liiii(ler, and Sotnetset taking advantage of this eir- 
cuuistance surprised aud defeated tiie Duke^ at a moment 
when he was unprepared for the attack. 

£dward, who now succeeded to the title of Duke of 
York, and was at Gloucester, when the news of the 
death of his fiither and hrother reached him» had com- 
pleted his levies, and hastened with a krge army to 
throw himself between the metropolis and the successful 
royalists. Jasper, Earl ( 1 I'dnbioke, the half brother 
of Henry, followed in his rear with inferior forces^ and 
fearful of being sunounded Edward saw the necessity 
of defeating this small army* Facing suddenly about 
**on the eve of the feast of the Purification of the 
Virgin, he fought the Battle of Mortinief*s Cross, near 
Wigmore with 51,000 *2 men, ai^ainst the Earl of Pem- 
broke with only 8000 men, who, with the Earl of Wilt- 
shire was forced to seek rcfuiro in Hight. Owen Tudor, 
however, the father of the Earl of Pembroke, Sir John 
Throckmorton, and eight other of the royalist leadens 
were taken and beheaded at Hereford. 

After the Battle of Wakefield Queen Margaret 
came out of Scotland to York, where it was determined 
by the Council of the Lords to proceed to London and 
tu liberate King Henry (Uil of the hands of his eneniios 
by force of arms. Shortly after the feast of the Puri- 
fication^ the Queen, the Prince of A Vales, the Dukes of 
Exeter and Somerset, the Earls of Northumberland, 
Devonshire and Shrewsbury, the Lords Boos, Grey of 
Codnor, Fitihugh, Graystock, Welles and Willoughby 
and many others, amounting in all to 24,000 men ad- 
vanced u}ion St. Albans, and at Dunstable destroyed Sir 
Edward Poyning, and 200 foot." 



^ This again is evidently a e1eri« 
cal error. The text gives the Btliai- 
bers in Roman numerals LI. Hie 
truKiiber probtUy copied the 



Arabic 11 (eleven) into LI. The 
number of followers of the Earl 
of Pembroke U written in full 
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On Uie FastdAj, February 17th, the Battle of St. Battle of St. 

Albans was fought, from which the Duke of Norfolk, Feb. 17, i46i. 
and the Earls of Warwick and Arundell were forced to 4^^^, 4h7.) 
seek safety in flight. And there the King was recovered TheKiof 
from his enemies and the Earl of Montacute, his Cham- htoS^J? 
berlain taken prisoner. The Prince of Wales came to 
hiB &tlier, the King in his tent, and mm knighted by 
him, after which the Prince knighted the Earl 
Shrewsbury, the Lord Roos and many others. In this 
field fell no less tlian 2000 men, though not in one 
battle, but in diverse skinniHlies, for the country there- 
about is covered with wood. On the Queen's side fell 
James Lutterell and Arnold Hongerford.'* The most 
distinguished person, however, who suffered was Sir 
John Grey, whose widow became Qneen of Enghmd, 
upon her marriage with Edward the Fourth. 

The Abbot of St. Alban's furnishes us with full par- Dcfcriptton 
ticulars of this battle. The attack commenced at the —{ffhet- 

111 hempilede. 

Cross, but the Queens truups were speedily repulsed by p. 4»7, Ac) 

the archers of the Earl of Warwick. They, Jiowever, 

soon rallied and penetrated into St. Peters Street, 

driving the Yorkists to the heath, at the North end of 

the town. Here , began the deadly struggle, and nlti* 

mately the rebel army dispersed in all directions, and 

notwithstanding the entreaties of the Abbot the King 

was unable to save the town from pillaore, for the North- Tiie Royai. 

men, who formed the Queen's anuy, claimed the privi- tK u^waf* 

lege of plundering all places south of the Trent. It 

was this licence which ruined the King^s cause, and 

rendered this important victory but a barren hmrel to 

the Qneen. The Battle of St. Albans, though gained 

by the Royalists, lost Henry the throne, for the citizens 

of London, who dreaded the evils they saw accompany 

the Queen's suece.ss, gladly opened their gates witliin Edwanien. 

eight days after that event to the young JUukc of York, jSchTtiT,"' 

whom they prockimed King on the 4th of March, as ^\m^T^ 

Edward the Fourth. 
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A.fti40i. The most important events which followed will be 
Ibimd in the oiiisiiing pages. The action at Ferrybridge, 
the Battles of Towton, Hegoley Moor and Hexham, 
together with the Siege of BAmburgh Castle all tended 
to place the down more seenretyaii the head of Edward. 
The following eurions document reepeeting tlie latter is 

^f^A^l'^'' preaenred in the College of Armsy and is n valnaUa 
' record of tlie art of war »t that period. 



ACCOUNT OF TILE SIEGE OF 

BAMBURGH CASTLE, 

Hat 27ni Amro DoMiHt 1464. 



A.D.I4M. Thb King lay in the Palace of York and kept hia estate 
BiXburgb MlcD^y* there created he Shr John NeYiUe Lord 
Montague, Earl of Northnmheriand. And then my 

Lord of Warwick took upon himself the journey by the 
King's commandment and authority to resist the rebel- 
lious of the North, accompanied with him my said Lord 
of Northumberland, his brother. 

Item, the twenty-third day of June my said Lord of 
Warwick with the pnissance came before the castle of 
Alnwick, and had it delivmd by appointment. And 
also the castle of Dwistanborough, whereat our said 
Lord kept the iea«>t of Saint John {the) Biiplist. 

Item, my said Lord of Warwick and his brother [fife) 
Earl of Northumberland, the twentyfifth day of June, laid 
siege unto the Castle of Bambuigh, there within being 
Sir Ralph Grey with such power as attended for to keep 
the said castle against the power of the King's and my 
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aaid Lord, as it mppmnOk hiy the lienikl's report, by the a. d. im, 

which my Lord sent to charge them to deliver it under ^b^jh 
this form as cnsueth : Chester, the King's herald, and^****** 
Warwick, the hf»rald, had this commajidinent as followeth 
to say unto Sir Kalph Grey, and to others that kept hie 
rebellioiis opinion, that they should detiver that place 
eontinent after that aanunation (nmimo9i«)« and every 
man for the time^ being diqpoeed to reoeive the Kii^*s 
grace, my said Lord of Warwick the King*e lieutenant, 
and nij Lord of Northumberland Warden of the marches, 
granteth the KiQg('s) grace and pardon, body, liveli- 
hoods, reserving two persons (it) is understood, Sir 
Humphrey Neville and Sir Ralph Grey, thoee twain to 
be out of the King's grace, withoot any redemption* 
Then the answer of Sir Ralph Giey foUoweth nnto the 
•aid hendde, he deaily determining withm himself to 
live or to die within the said place, the heralds accord- 
ing to my Lord's conimaiidment charged hitn with all 
inconvoniencos, that by possible might fall in offence 
against Almighty God, find shedding of blood, the herald 
saying in this wise : My Lords cnsoreth yon vspoa 
their honour to auetain ai^ge^ before yon theae seven 
years or dse to win you.*' 

Item, my said Lord Lieutenant and my Lord Warden 
have given us further commandment to say unto you, if 
ye deliver nut this Jewel, the whi( li tlio Kingr our most 
dread Sovereign Lord, hath so greatly in I'avour, seeing it 
nuurcheth so nigh his ancient enemies of Scotland, he 
specially desireth to have it whole unbroken with ordi- 
nance, if ye Bufier any great gun (to be) laid unto the 
wall and be shot, and prejudice the wail. It shall cost you 
the <^ieftains head^ and so proceeding for every gun shot 
to the iea^t head of any person within the Siiid place. 
Then the said Sir Ralph Grey departed from the said 
herald, and put him in endeavour to make defence. 

And then my Lord Lieutenant had ordained all the 
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A.D. 1464. King's grefttr^iw, that were charged, at once to shoot 

siefffof unto the said castle: New-caatlc, the Kinc:'s trrcat-ijuiu 
cu»ue. and LoikIdh, the st eoiid gun of iron, the vUiich bctitle the 
place, that stones of the walls tiew into the sea ; Dison, a 
brazen gun of the King*s, smote throughout Sir Ralph 
Grey*s chamber oftentimes, Edward, and Richard Bom* 
bartd, and other of the King's ordinance, so occupied by 
the ordinance of my said Lord ^th men of arms and 
archers, won the castle of Bamlmrgh with assault maugre 
Sir Ralph Grey, and took him and brought iiiin to the 
King to L)(*iuMsfer, and there was he executed in this 
form as foUovvcth. My Lord Earl of Worcester Con- 
stable of England, sitting in judgement told him judge- 
ment> and remembered him saying unto him : Sir Ralph 
Grey thou hast taken the order of Knighthood of the 
Bath, and any so taking that order ought to keep his 
faith, the which he makes, therefore remember thee, the 
law wilt tliou shall proceed to judgement ; these matters 
shew so evidently against thee, that they need not to 
examine thee of them by certain persons of the King s 
troe subjects^ the which thou hast wounded, and sheweth 
here that thou canst not deny thi% thou hast drawn thee 
with force of arms unto the King our most natural 
Sovereign Lord^ thia which thou weeteet well gave unto 
thee such tinist, and in such wise ministered his grace 
unto thee, that thou hadst his cjustl i*s in the North part 
to keep; thou hast betrayed Sir John Astley, Iviught 
and brother of the garter, the which remaineth in the 
hands of the King's, our sovereign Lord's, enemies in 
France, 

Item, thou hast withstood and made fences against 
the King's Majesty, and his lieutenant, the worthy Lord, 

my brother of Warwick, it aj)pearcth by the strikes of 
the great guns in the King's walls of his castle of iiam- 
burgh. For iho(se) causes dispose (thyself) to suffer 
thy penance afLer the law. The King had ordained that 
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thou shouldest have had thy spurs striken off by the a.d. 1464. 
hard heelfly with the hand of the master cook, that which ^^^^^ 
is hm ready to do as was pioiiueed at the time that he 
took off thy spurs^ he said to you as is accustomed that : 
^ And thou he not true to thy Sovereign Lord I shall 
smite off thy spurs with this knife hard by the heels/' 
and so shewed him the master cook ready to do his 
office with apron and his knifp. 

Item, Sir Kalph Grey,* the King had ordained here 
thou mayst see the King of arms and heralds and thine 
own proper coat of anns» that which they should tear off 
thy body, and so thou shouldst as well be degraded of thy 
wordilp noblesse and arms, as of the order of knighthood, 
and also here is another coat of thine arms reversed, 
the which thou shouldst have wom of thy body, going 
to that death ward, for that belongeth after the law. 
Notwithstanding of the degrading of knighthood and 
of thine aims and noblesse, the King pardons that for 
thy noUe giandiatfaer the which suffered trouble for the 
Kingls most noble predecessors. 

Then Sir Ralph Grey this shall be thy penance — 
thou shalt go on thy feet unto the townsend, and there 
thou shait be laid duwn and drawn to a scatibid, made 
for thee, and that thou shalt have thine head smitten off 
thy body, to be buried in the firian, thy head where it 
pleased the King.f 



* See p. 14 of Hearne's Frag- 
ment ; and p. 104 of Warkworth's 
Ciiromcle. Sii itaipiiGrty, of Wark, 
HetOttt Chillingham, lineal an- 
cestor of thr Earl? of Tankerville, 
as well as of the present Earl Grey, 
was gnrndion of Sir Tliomai Grey, 
beheaded at Southampton with the 
Earl of Cambridge, Aug. 5, 1415. 
See the whole sheet pedigree of 
Gnj, In Bdne't Nordi Diiiliain. 



f This curious document pre- 
serves the names of the separate 
pieces of Ordnance beiungiug to the 
King. Newioaati«» and London, 
seem to have been made of iron ; 
Dison was a brazen gun, (which 
metal Edward had cmly recently In- 
troduced in the casting of his guns,) 
and, with these Edward and Richard 
liombartel, seem to have been the 
only five pieoee employed In the 
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ucnry VI Thc particular 8 of the death of King Henry the 
IV. buried Sixth wHl be found at pages 9Z and 94, Immediatefy 
vMit. *^ after his aeceedonf Hpury the Seventh had hie bod^ 
exhumed, and r^naied with great pomp in the rot^ 

vault of St. George s Chapel at Windsor. The remains 
of the rival kings, Henry the Sixth and Edward the 
Fourth, rest wilkm the same Chamber, and their proxi- 
mity in death suggested the following beautiftd lines to 
Pope: 

"Here, o'er the Martyr- Kmg tlit marble weeps. 
And fast beside hipi, once fear'd Edward sleeps ; 
Ttie grave unites, where e*m the grave finds rest, • 
And mingled lie the oppreiior tBd the oppreat t. ^ 
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A FEW PARTICULARS 
OF THE LIFE OF 

KING EDWAED THE FOURTH, 

FORMERLY EARL OF MARCH. 



FBAOMKNT OW A COlfTBIIPOBART CHRONICLE. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



This curious Fngmeiit is preserved by Hearne, the 

eminent Antiquary, at the end of his Edition of Sprott's 
Chronicle. It ia written by a partisan of the House of 
York, who tdJs us himself, that he was a servant to 
King Edward the Fouith. In his 1 6th Cliapter he 
gives us the only means of traemg who he was, and 
from it we may conclude, that, if not of the Howard 
Family himself, he was on terms of intimacy with " the 
right tUugtriatts Thomas^ Dvke of Norfolk^ Treatwtet of 
England^^' in whose house he appi ars to Imve been resi- 
dent. That he was a person of distinction is evident, 
for he tells us that what he narrates he heard from the 
mouth of the King, or was mostly present himself, as 
well within the realm as without, especially from the 
year 1468 to the year 1482. Amongst his personal 
friends, who were knighted at the coronation of the 
Queen, he enumerates the Lord Dumas, Sir Bartelot de 
Ribaire, Sir John Woodville, the Queen's brother, and 
four citizens. Sir Thomas Cooke, Sir Matthew Philip, 
Sir Ral^ih Jocclyn, and Sir Harry Waver. He finds 
great fault with the falsification made by the Lancas- 
trian Chroniclers, who^ on the accession of Henry VIL, 

b2 
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sought favour in the eyes of the King by Ijlackeniiig the 
rival family* Tiua alight fragment, and The Histoiy 
of the Arrival of King Edward the Fomrth, and the 
final Kecovery of his Kingdom, Anno Domini 1471^^ 
are almost the only Yorkist Chronicles which have 
reached our times. 
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THE CHRONICLE OF KING EDWARD 

THE FOURTH. 



INTRODUCTION. 

This Edward, Earl of Mabohb, son and heir of edward iv. 
Richard, Duke of York, was bora at Rouen, in Nor- imo.' 
inandy (hb &iher Uien being Regent there,) in the year 
of our Lord 1440. And in the year of our Lord 1459| 
and then bebg the 88th year of King Harry the 6th, 
the Duke of York fled from Ludlow into Ireland. And 
this Edward, with the Earls of Salisbury and Warwick, 
departed into Devonshire, and from thence into Guern- 
sey, and so to Calais, &c. After the which departing 
King Harry rode into Ludlow,* and spoiled the Town Kino Hknry 
and CasUe, wheie-at he found the Duchess of York with Ludlow, A.D. 

' 146y,aad 



* 

> '< The Dake of Toik,Bot con- I same; and the Duchess ciYluk, 
fidiDg in his men, was forced to fly residing then here, had her ward* 
from Ludlow into Wales, and leave robe sifted, and all her fumitnre 
the town a prey to tbe Kiog't tpoUed.*'— -(DoeMMRlf mmtcted 
loldienly wbo bemt and piUaied Oe wUk Smihw, p. 10*.) 
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•ends the her two young bodb (then) children, the one of thirteen 
York and'' veais old, and the other of ten years old: the which 
fwwftftoM, DuchesB King Harry aent to her dster Anne Dncheaa 

StoKi^^of Buckingham. Then after in the 38th year of King 
^MmrdiU) ^*"T» ^^^^ Duchess of York being in London, sent 
her Yoresaid two sons, George and Kioliard, by sea into 
the atate (city) of Utrecht by (t») Holland, where they 
remained but a while, &c. [Wherefore the late coun- 
terfeitera of Chronidea were worthy much to be puniahed 
with the printer ao to affirm, the Duke of darenee,* 
George to he elder hrother to King Edward, oonaidering 
that he writeth two contraries m his own work.] 



THE HIbiOKY. 

Battle of CiiAi'. 1. — EowARD THE FouRTH, of that name, son 
Sec^aof^' nnd heir of Richard, late Duke of York, after the 
AJ>,tm» of hig father, that was slain at Wakefield the 

dOth day of December anno 1460,^ (and after) the 
B«tticrof St. battle done at St. Alhana the Ash Wedn^day, and won 
A.0.1461. by the Queen Margaret, and her ^complices/ the said 
Edward, then hemg Earl of the Marehe, hearing of this 
advaiture, came down with a great number of Welsh- 
men, aud met with Richaid, Larl of Warwick, upou 



' Referring to Fabyan's Chroni- 
dea HalVt C'/irouicle, p. 239, Grqf- 
ton, p. 741. Sm alM HoUntked, 
p. 703. 

* The Dake readied Wdra0eld 

on the 24th of Dec, on which day 
Hume say the ^'nttle took place. 
All the old authoriiies, however, 
agree with our text.— {See Weth. 
anuiede, p. 489. Contin.Hi^ f .rmyl. 
p. 550. HaUf p. 99.) «< The Duke 
nil In tlw mtOgm, and when his 
hody wat ISnind among the slain, 
hit bead was eat off bj Maiipret*a 



orderb, and fixed on the Gatea of 
York, with a paper crown npon it, 
in derision of his pretended title.*' 
— (Hume, vol. iii. p. 209.) 

* The I^Lorelaee, whilel both 
armlet were engBfed» treacherously 
withdrew from the combat, thus 
deserting the Earl of Warwick, 
who commanded fhoYoririttB. The 
king, Henry VI., fell again into the 
hands of his own party. After 
the battle, the town of St. Albans 
was given up to plunder.— (IFeM* 
Ammetede, p. 497.) 
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Cotswold^ and 00 th^ two joining their hosto eame to- a,ik im, 
wilds London^ in the which aeaion Queen Mucgmt 
being at Bamet with King Henry sent for victuals, and 

Lenten stuff to London, the which was prepared by the 
Mayor and bheriflfe to send unto her, and her host ; and 
when they with the victuals came to Cripplegate, the 
commons arose and stopped the carts, and would sufo 
none to depart out of the City, alledging diven reasons 
for the same. Whereof when the Queen wia oertified, 
and also therei^ii asaured of the oonung of the two 
Earb of Marehe and Warwick, she had no great con- 
iidence to those of London. Wherefore she withdrew Queen BInr> 
herself, and turned (changed) her purpose, and with the to?OTk. 
King, her husband, and such men of war as she had, 
fled northward, as fast as she might, towards York» 
wheve at ahe thought herself more aaanied (secure)* 

Chap. 2. — The two 'foresaid Eark of Marehe and Edward iv. 
Warwick, from Cotswold kept their way straight to Eiw£4u2^ 

London,^ where they arrived, the Thursday in the first 
week of Lent ; to w hom resorted all gentlemen, for the 
more part of the South parts, and East of England, 
both spiritual and temporal; and thereupon a council 
was called, whereat King Harry, for hia imbecility and 



'•' Kdward entered London amidst 
the aedkonttions of the citizens. 

T was present," says Wil!i,im 
Wyrcester, "beard themt and re- 
turned with them into the City." 
The King was in hit 20th year, 
remarkable for the beauty of his 
person, his activity, bravery and 
elkhilitf. But with these qnslities 

ho rnrnhiripd hardness of hrart nnd 
severity of character* He was re- 
Tengef^l to snch an extreme, that 
he to Mid to hoTO ordered the exe- 
rntion of a poor tradesman, who 
dwelt at the sign of the Crown, for 
saying '* he wonht hntve his son heir 
to the Crown/'— imaginiog this 



I harmless pleasantry puiuLed at his 
assnmedttde. Theonpopaiarityof 
Margaret, in treating the country 
as a con(|aered province after her 
recent soeoesses, hestened the 
downfhil of Henry, and " the no- 
hle^i of the Kingdom and all the 
people of the midland part of Eng- 
land, and of the Bast, West end 

South desertrd ITr-nry. Thry (Vi- 
rected solemn ambassadors to Ed- 
ward in Wales, to declare to him 
the wishes of the people, and to 
urge him to hasten into England, 
to help them, as delay was pro- 
docing danger." — (Cml. Cf^lfL 
p. j>32.) 
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A insufficiency ww by the whole House deposed, and 

Edward, ddeat bod of Riehard, late Duke of York, by 
the ade aasent and eonaent of all present, there elected 

and solemnly chosen for King of England, then being of 

the age (of) almost 20 ; and thereupon he ^ith all the 
Lords went in general procession, accompanied with all 
the Nobles there present, and the Ck>mmons of the city, 
and (was) immediately conveyed with great honour to 

taking there poaaoasion, with soeptie 



Hail aud roysl in his band, sitting at the hi|^ dais' in the Great 
homi^ Hall. The which done, he went into the Abbey, where 

A D^^^lfi ^® received with procession of the Abbot and Con- 
vent there : and after that he had offered in kingly 
estate at the shrine of Saint Edward, he took homage 
and fealty of such noblemen as there were present, the 
which done he returned to the Bishop^s palace at London 
that night the 4th day of March, 

Chap. S. — ^The voyage (journey) determined by the 
newly elected King E(l\s ard, the Fourth of the name, to 
follow his enemies, K ing Harry the Sixth and hia Queen 
Northward. First on the morrow, John Duke of Nor- 
folk went in to his Country with all diligence, to prepare 
Snrtodtbt ^ 1^*^ Edward; and on the 

^ul auictT ^turday next following, the Earl of Warwick^ with a 
Mar. ^ '^'^ departed out of London, Northward; 

whmat (to th$ same) on the Wednesday next folkmng 



* This aignification of the word 
dai» is the same in which it is ii<:f d 
by Matthew Paria: "The newly 
•leetod Abbot, toliit in relbetorio 
nnuidebit aopremus, habena vaatel- 
iTiTn, Priore pran(!pntp ad mnrjnam 
memam, quam Dau vulgariter ap- 
pellamiis/'— RtOBAmnsoK. 

' The forces binder the Fnrl of 
Warwick are aaid to hare amounted 
to 40,000 men. Lord Fitzwalter 
WM (Wnt forward to secure the 
pafnq;« of Ferrybridge over the 



river Ayre, but was driven back by 
thr Lord Clifford, and slain in the 
action. Lord Clifford himself, ia 
turn, vNM killed on hie retreet, end 
" being particularly hated for his 
murder of the younp Duke of Rut- 
land, (brother to Edward IV .) hia 
son wms concealed and brought up 
as a poor shepherd, till Henry VII. 
obtained the crown, when be was 
restored to hie fedMr^i eetatee."— 
(TWiaer, toL t. p. 297*) 
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the King 8 footmen in a great number, of the which the a.d. 1481. 
most part were Welshmen and Kentish men. Then 
the Friday ensuing the King Edward issued out of the 
city in goodly order at Bishopsgate, then being the 
12th day of Mairch, and held on his journey following 
those others, and when the fore prickers came to Ferry- 
bridge, there was a great skirmish whereat John llat- 
cliff, then Lord Fitzwalter, was slain, and thereupon ^oni f\u. 
they ever advanced themselTes till they came to Touton, rTFe^rJl*'" 
8 miles out of York» upon a Friday at night, abiding J^^'^ 
the residue of their company, the which were assembled XiaTh"^ 
in good order on the Saturday, then being Palm Sunday- sun'da,^) 
eve : and about 4 of the clock at nicfht the two battles^ 1"™'****' 

o p. m, 

joined, and fought aU night till on the morrow at after 
noon ; when about the noon the foresaid John Duke of 
Norfolk with a fresh band of good men of war came in, 
to the aid of the new elected King Edward. This field 
was sore fought. For there were slain on both parts 
33,000 men, and all the season it snowed. There were 
slain the Eark of Northumberland and Westmorland 
with others and Sir Andrew Troloppe ; and taken the 
Earls of Devonshire and Wiltshire and beheaded there ; The Earia of 
and the deposed King Harr}-, his Queen, with Honr}% i^J w*iit-'* 
Duke of Somerset, and others, in great haste fled into hta»i at 
Scothind. 



* " As if battle were the gate of 
paradise, and the future an incom* 
prehenrible drMin, they r»Ued 
against each other a tumultuous 
phoni" of execration and defiance, 
and at four o'clock, in the afternoon, 
within three hours of complete 
darkness, beiran the mortril struggle 
by Lord Fakunbridge advancing 
to the attack."— '(7VnMr,Yol. t. p. 
297.) This was indeed "a sore 
fought field." Our Fragment says 
33,000 men were slain ; the Croy- 
land ChrooiolCT wkjb, "they who 
hurird the dead declared 38,000 

had fallen." Fabian aays 3^,000 
» 



fell, and Hall ronnts the slain 
during the three days at 36,776 
penoni* A contemporary writer 
(Fenn's Paston Letters, vol. i. p. 
219-221) gives the Herald's report 
as 28,000, and he says on Henry's 
side alonot 20,000 were slain. 
Amonp<;t these were the Earl of 
Westmoreland and his brother Sir 
John Nerll, the Earl of Northnm- 
berland, the Ear][ of Shrewsbury, 
the T.nrds Dacrcs and Wells, and 
Sir Andrew TroUope. The Karl 
of Deronahire waa beheaded at 
York, immediately after the baClle* 
— WetAamstede, p. 517. 



Digitized by Google 



10 TU£ H£iGN OF EOWARO IV. [UfiAKNisl^S 

A.D. 1461. Chap. 4. — This victory obtained, Kincr Edward fol- 
lowed the chase l>ut a little ; but sliurliy lie returned 
unto York, whereat he kept his Easter. The bruit 
(news) of this grettt victozy was spread, so that it came 
to London on Easter eve, whereat was great joy made. 
The feast of Easter accomplished, the Kmg Edward 
iHngEdwHd rode to Durham, and setting all thingain good order in 
BiwKJ.and the North parts, he left behind him there the Earl of 

Ipavtng the •i i i •! 

Karl of War- ^V aTwiCK to havo the oversiffht and gov ernance there, 

wkk In the ^ . ^ ^ 

North.riures and the K iiig returned Southwards, and Eastwards, 

to Sheen, and ^ ' ' 

Bi^oiSmm' Arriving at his manor of Sheen, the hrst day of June, 
whereat he continued to the 26tli day of the same 
motith, in the which season was prepared, and provision 
made for his coronaUon. 

Chap. 5. — The same 26tli day of June the King Ed- 
ward removed from Sheen towards London, then being 
Received by Tliursdav, and upon the way, received him the Mayor 

the city 01 , . i 

London. aud his brethren, ail m scarlet, with 400 commoners 
K^o^ (commo» eotmeOmen) weU honed and clad in green, and 
SO advancing themselves, passed the bridge, and through 
the city, they rode straight unto the Tower of London, 
and rested there all night, whereat on the morrow he 
made o2 jit w Knights of the Bath, the which day at 
alter noon <1( p irting from the Tower, in like ^niod order 
as they came thither, i\ivt>e 32 new Knights proceeding 
immediately before the King, in their gowns and hoods, 
and tokens of white silk upon their shoulders, as is ac* 
customed at the Bath ; and so in this goodly order he 
was brought to Westminster, whereat on the morrow, 
Hi« corona. heiDg St. Petoi^s day, and Sunday, he was solemnly 
vdn^^Xne crowned by the hands of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
* ' with great triuiiipli and honour; and thereupon he 
Cfcsttahu created his bi'other George, Duke of Clarence, then 



oaoMB. being of 14 years old, anno 1460. 

Dote of 

Chap. 6. — In the first year of King Edward a Par- 
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wtm called at Westminster the 4th day of Sep- a.du i4ti. 
tember, and upon the 5th day of the aame month, John 
Mowbray Duke of Norfolk died, and thereapon imme- 
diately Richard,* youngest brother of the King, was CMatiit 
created Duke of Gloucester, and John Mowbrav, son of ruharo, 

^ Duke of 

the aforesaid John, was created Duke oi* ^orfulk, on GU)uc«ter, 

Htul crestioa 

Allhaiowen day. And in the same solemnity Harry of p«««. 
Bomrchier, Earl of Ewe, waa created Earl of Essex. 
He wedded Isabel, sister to Richard, Duke of York, 
filths to King Edward. And ako William Neville^ 
Lord Faloonbridge, uncle to the King, was created Earl 
of Kent, — in the which seasons grew many grudges 
secretly. In so much that Harry Vere, Lord Aubrey, 
accxi&t <1 his own father, the Earl of Oxford, of trea- 
son, whereupon they were both taken the 1 2th day of 
February m the same year, and brought to the Tower of 
London,^ and shortly thereupon, the 20th day of the same 



^ Edward concladfld his first 

pHfliament hj the «nu8u?il bnt 
popular measure of a speech irom 
tiie Uinme to fhe Cominoiit de- 
livered by himself. — (Sec tliis curi- 
ons doniTDPnt at length in liimer's 
History, vol. v. p. 302.) It wa& 
dttriog UlU session that the ititnte 
va<: passed, prohibiting the great 
aud rich from giving or wearing 
any Itverietw s^s of companion- 
ship, exeopt while serring under 
the King ; from receiving or main- 
taming plunderers, robbers, male- 
factors, or unkirAd hantora ; and 
from allowing dice and cards in 
their houses beyond the twelve days 
of Christmas.— (Par/. Rolls, 488.) 

' Harl. MS, 7S71, od JUgmum. 
He married Anne, second daughter, 
and one of the heirs of Richard 
Neville, Bail of Warwick and Sa- 
rum, by whom he had issue, Ed- 
mund, who died young. When 
Richard came to the throne he woa 
only 30 yeara and 9 months old, as 
he was bom at Fntlu ringay, Oct. 
2ndr 1452» and httle more than 



thirty-three when he fell at Boa* 
worth field. Sir John Neville, bro- 
ther to the Earl of Warwick, was 
made Lord Montacnta. Hie King 
constituted William Neville, whom 
he had rreated E«rl of Kent, Ad- 
miral of England, Ireland and Aqui- 
tain, July 13, 1462.— (JfflT. BrU. 
Mu». 01 ho, E. ry^ 

^ See Hall's Chronicle, p. 189 j 
Grafton'a Chnmicle, p. 658, aod 
Fabian'a Oiroiiiela» p. 215. The 
Earl and his son were detected in a 
correspondence with Queen Marga- 
ret, and tried fty nurtlai law before 
the f on stable, this law having just 
been introduced into Civil Govern- 
ment. The office of Constable was 
abolished by Henry VIII. The power 
of his court wn« in direct violation of 
Magna Charta, and utterly at vari- 
ance with tnieeonttitiitioiial libaity. 
Indeed if any one will peruse the 
patent granted to Farl Rivers by 
Edward IV. it will be evident that 
in the hands of a dependent on the 
Crown, a lieartk rruci, and vin- 
dictive tyrant could commit, under 
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Ex«Giitkmor month, both the father and the son were brought unto the 
Oxford, and Tower Hill, where they sufiered death, both on one day ; 
Ai!t^i£ how be it, the chronicles, lately made, affirmeth that the 

* Earl sliould be executed 6 days after ; for it was a piteous 

siskin Uj .see them butli, father and son, iii such distress. 
Item, the same year was taken Sir Baldwin Fulford, and 
beheaded at Bristol. 



Chap. 7*— This second year of King £dward, Sir 
Piers de Bracy [the which before had robbed Sandwich 
in the 35th year of King Harry the Sixth] came out of 

Scutlaiid in the favour of King Harry, and stole by 
treason the Castle of Ahiwick, whither were sent against 
him Sir William Lord Hastings, and with him were Sir 
John Howard, and divers Lords and gentlemen, and 
siecc I Air . with a strcmg power (he) besieged the castle; in the 
jLdaSs^' which time the said Shr Piers had many iigurious words 
against those lords, the which, notwithstanding, he was 
fain to fall to agreement. Whereupon such appointment 
made, he with his Frenchmen and Scots departed " the 



the appearance of a trial, murders, 
which, but for this unrighteotis 
power, would have brought his head 
tothsUoek.— (8eetii«word: Con- 
ttt^mhrius, in Spellman.) Sir 
Thomaa Tudenhanr, Sir William 
Tyrrel, and John Montgomery, were 
alBO tried and convicted in the same 
arbitrary court - f ffnrv. vol, iii.) 

» When the Kiug (lienry VI.) 
with Queen Margaret arrived in 
SeoUaitd after the battle of Touton, 
be promised great rewards to several 
of the powerful nobility in his ia- 
terest To George, Earl of Angus, 
he granted an estate of '2000 marks 
a year, between the Trent and Hnm- 
ber, to be erected into a dneby after 
hie restoration. Though the Earl 
never obtained this reward, he was 
induced by the promise to raise his 
followers, (Holinthed aayi, to the 
amount of 13,000 men,) and suc- 
ceeded in bringiug off the French 
garrison, which was besieged in Aln- 
wkk Castle.— (GmfrcTQ^t p. 216.) 



** George, Earl of Angus, ad- 
vancrd with 10,000 men, and making 
show as if he meant to charge the 
English army, which had invested 
the castir, whilst the latter formed 
themselves mto line of battlei be 
brought up a party of bit atoatest 
horses to the postern gate, to whom 
the garrison made a sally, and every 
one mouutmg behind a trooper, (or 
aa otbera aaj* on apare borsea,) 
brought on purpose for thera, the 
whole were securely conveyed into 
Scotland. The garrison, before tlieir 
departure destroyed all the arms and 
ammunition they could not carry 
off. A few years ii|;o, on opeuii^ 
tbe well of we Inner Coart» wlil<£ 
had long been filled up, a great 
number of cannon balls, such as 
were used on the first discovery of 
gunpowder, were found, and which 
b ] r il nbly been thrown into the 
well ^ V ihegarriaoa."— -(JfiOiuacr^/ 
History AXmM,) 
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80ih day of July. How-be-it James the Second, late aj>. i48s. 
King of ScotS) was atain at Roxburgh in shooting off a 
gun that buxst*" • 

Chap. 8. — After the surrendering of this Castle, in 
the winter following were taken, and put in the Tower 
for treason, Sir Thomas Tudenham Knight, Sir Wil- 
liam Tyrrel Knight^ and John Montgomery Esquire, 
the which all three were beheaded at the hill soon upon 
their judprcment. And in the same November Dame Queea Mar* 
Margaret, late Queen, came out of France into Seot« floni Fraac*, 
land, and entered England with a great band [of men] of i4«2. 
Frenchmen and Scots ; of the which, when the King 
Edward was certified, he hastened Northward with a 
great power. But Queen Margaret, hearing of the 
King^s coming, withdrew to her ships, taking a Garvelle, 
purposing to return in to France, but through tempest, 
she was fiun to take a fisher's boat, and saved herself at 
Berwick, and the Carvelle with all her treasure " was Her fleet 

. drtf«nasluin 

drowned ; how be it the ijoods were recovered to the a* Bwbmifc 

° Castle. 8be 

King's belli M if, ;is snme men s;iv, fcujus ccniirarium verum 
est}, SoiiK other of her Company, to the sum of four or 
five hundred men, were thrown on land at Hamburgh ; 
and, seeing no remedy to escape, they burnt their ships, 
and fled in to an Island >* thereby, where they were slain 
and taken every one by certwn gentlemen there. And 
shortly thereupon Harry Duke of Somerset, and Sir The duIw or 

•f ^ J ' Somerset and 

Kalph Percy aubmitted themselves to the iving, to whom Raiph 

• FeicyMiiMnn 



^ " The Earl of Huutley, with 
his followera, arriviDg in the camp, 
the King condnctod him to the 
trcnclies, to be present nt the dis- 
charge of the Artillery against the 
fort, Aug. 3, A.D. 1460; Imt un- 
fortunately one of the guns burst, 
killed the Kin^ on the spot, and 
wouuded the Earl of Augus, without 
hnrtinginy aCher penoD."-^AM» 
iy, vol. iz. p. 359.) 



She had obtained a loan of 
20,000 livres from Lewis XI. Her 
French troops took shelter in Lia- 
disfarn or Holy Island, but were 
soon after attacked by « laperior 
foree and the greatest part taken or 
killed. Their Commander, Peter de 
Breize. Senechal of Norinandy,how- 
ever, made his escape to Berwick, 
aocompanied hj a tuw foUovera. — 

(JfiMMff^l.) 
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toEdvMd he gave his grace and pardon. And in the same year 
A,b, i4tt. the said Duke of SomerBet^ hearing how that the de* 

posed King Harry the Sixth prepared a great army to 
reenter into England, he fled from King Edward to the 
said King Harry into Scotland. 

Lord Monte- Chap. 9. — This Kame year in the beginning of April 
*^T!2**John Neville, Marquis of Montague," brother to the 
^Apiii, Earl of Warwick, being the King's Lieutenant in the 
North, and hearing of the coming of King Harry, aa- 
Say^iW awbied a great host, and fought with him at Hexham, 
from whence the said King Hairy fled, and lost his 
treasure there. There were taken and beheaded the 
said Duke of Somerset,** the Lord Huntingford, and the 
Lord Roos, with divers others. Then the said Marquis 
siege of with tiie Eail of Warwick, went to Bamburgh and won 
Baaibufgh. ^j^^ Castle by assault, whereat divers gentlemen were 
King Henry taken« And after this skirmish at Hexham King Harry 
prisoner, and WSS taken in a wood^ by one William CSantlow, and 
wnttotiw ig^^g]^^ ^ King, and afterwards committed to the 

Tower at L<mdon, whereat he continued in captivity 



" Montacute, vide note 9. He 
waa made Warden of the Marches 
towards Scotland June 1, 1463, with 
power to array all men in the nor- 
tbern ooimtiM» between 16 and 60 
years of age*— (iij|mier, torn. II. p. 
500.) He was created Earl of 
Korthnmberland, and afterwards 
Marqnis of Montague.— (JBAnmK.) 

Ilrnry Duke of Somerset was 
beheaded in Hexham with four 
others: Somerset's defection was 
pvobably caused by the nonfuUU- 
ment on the part of Etiwnrd of the 
payment stipulated, wheu he de- 
UTered up ue Caatle of BtnibO' 
rough. — (See Warkwartk** Clro- 
nicle.) 

William Taylbois, Eail of Kyme, 
Thomas Lord Roos, Robert Lord 
Hungerford, and Sir Thomas Fyn- 
demci were taken a few days after 



the Battle, and beheaded at New- 
castle, and twelve Knights and gen- 
tlemen wf>rp rnrripf! to York and 
there executed. The Governor of 
Bamburgh Castle, Sir lUlph Gray, 
was beheaded at Doncaster. — ( IVill. 
Wyrceiter, p. -198-99.) In the 
notes , to Warkwortfa's Chronicle, 
edited by Mr. HaUiweU, p. 36, is 
a very curions d icument relating to 
this siege, taken from the MS. in 
the College of Arms. 

1* "As he sate at Dinner in Wad- 
dington Hall he was betrayed, and 
conveyed to London with his legs 
bound to the atimips, where, as 
soon as he was amved, he was ar- 
rested by the Earl of Warwick, and 
committed to the Tower.'' — (£nj^. 
km^f Htgfphuu, p. 150.) 

Sir John Harington has pre- 
served gome beautifid versea com* 
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unto the 18th day of October in the year of our Lord a.d. 
1469. 

Chap. 10. — ^And the same year, alter many pastimes 
of youthly course, King Edward seeing no marriages 
convenient for his estate out of the reahn, and also none 
outlanded (no foreign) prince there was, that durst 
adventure to marry with him ; in so much that King 
Harry the Sixth [as] then was at hberty — Howbeit 
that some there be, that affirm the Earl of \\ arwick 
should have been Ambassador for him in Spain, to have 
Isabelly sister of King Harry of Castile, the which 
affirming is not truth, for the Earl of Warwick was 
never in Spain, bat continued all this season with his 
brother, John Marquis Montague, m the North parts, 
to withstand the coming in of King Harry the Sixth, 
the which King Harry was taken this year, as is above 
said ; and the said Isabell was married unto Ferdinand, 
then being Prince of Arragon, and continued a great 
season together being married, her brother Harry before 
said being King of Castile, as witness the chronicles as 
well of Castile as of Arragon, etc. These premises Kdwnrd iv. 
considered. King Edward being a lusty prince attempted Lady F.liza> 
the stability and constimt modesty of diyers ladies and rute^iiigr u 
gentlewomen, and when he could not pcrc( i\ e none of J^JJ**** 
such constant womanhood, wisdom and I m anty, as was 
Dame Elizabeth,'^ widow of Sir John Grey of Groby 



posed by Heury liumig hn capti< 
vitfy irtiicb, as they exprau to well 

the state nf his mind, may not be 
unacceptable to the rcHtler :— 
tt Kingdoms are bnt cares ; 

State if devoid of ttej? 

Riches are ready snares, 

And hasten to decRv." 

" Pleasure 's a privy prick 

Wfaichvloe dolfa ilill provoke; 
Povp, anprompt ; and Ikme « 

flame ; 

Power a smouldering smoke." 



' ' Who meaneth to remove the rock 
Out <^ the aUmj mud* 
Shall mire himielff end liardly 
'scape 

The swelling of the flood.'* 

HsstatB. 

>7 The King's marriage wiA the 

Lady Elizabeth "WoodTille, WiJow 
of Sir John Grey de Groby, and 
daughter of Jacqueline de Luxem- 
bufgh, Duchess of Bedford, by her 

second husband, Sir Richard Wood- 
Tille, Lord liivers, was consum- 
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A.D. 1464. late defunct, he then with a little company came unto 
the Manor of Grafton, beside Stony Stratford, whereat 
Sir Richard Woodvillc, Earl of Rivers, and Dame 
Jacqueline, Duchess ilnN\:igtT of Bedford, were then 
dwelling ; and after resorting at divers times, seeing the 
constant and stable mind of the said Dame Klizabeth, 
early in a morning the said King Edward wedded the 
foreeaid Dame BUizabeth there on the first day of May in 
the beginning of his third year, and in the year of our 
Lord 1463. The priest that wedded them lieth buried 
at the Minories by London before the high Altar, 

There is a wHosc nauie was * # # # And God ^ave unto 

vacancy in , ti • i • n i 

the MS, for them a goodly issue, that is to say lour sons and seven 
dau^tera; howbeit that lewd fellow^ that drew those 



irntrd May 1, A.D. 14C3. The 
King, pagsiouateiy fond of the fair 
sex, had hitherto met ytith no re- 
pulse in his search, ifker pleMwra. 
Till beauty, virtuf', fiTif1 ncrom- 
plishmentt of this illustrious lady 
were the sole leetont of her being 
raised to the throne, and though 
the account here narrated divests 
this episode in our History ot much 
of Ue romanoo, it ie probablj on 
that account nearer the truth. 

** This marriage was for some 
time kept a oarefol 9tcnt, But «t 
Hichaehnat tiie King evowed it; 
■nd the Queen was presented bv 
Clarence and Warwick, to the Lords 
and people at Reading as their 
Queen. In December lands to the 
value of 1000 marks were settled 
upun her ; and ou the Ascensiou- 
day, in the following yeari the King 
made thirty-eight Knights at the 
Tower of London, preparatory to 
her Coioii«tloa.''«»-(2WiMry fiu. 
p. 310.) 

It is to this marriage, in a great 
measure, that the rise of the Mid- 
dle-elan in Ihib Covntry owes itt 
origin. Fearful of the jealousy of 
the powerful Landed Aristocracy, 
which in the recent events had made 
and unmade Kingt, Edward loqght 



by concessions to the smaller gentry 
and wealthy citizens to raise a bar- 
rier round the throne. By dis> 
plaeing the Nobles who had hitherto 
supported his preten?inn« and even- 
tually placed him on the throne, by 
the Father, brothers, sisters' Iras' 
bands, and uncles of the Queen, "he 
threw the ancient nobility into the 
back ground, and brought forward 
a new set dt individoals to take 
from them their power, influence, 
honours and emnlumcnts." The 
lavish band wUh which he bestowed 
these upon the Queen's family has 
no paraDel in history. Lord Rivers 
was made Lord Treasurer, and also 
Grand Constable! the Heirsss of 
the Duke of Exeter, whom War- 
wick had destined for his nephew, 
was married to the Queen's son by 
her former hoshand; the Q«eeii*s 
sister Maria was matched with th e 
heir of Lord Herbert ; another was 
wedded Co the Duke of Bucking- 
ham ; and three others united to 
the famiHe'= of the Earls of Arundell, 
Essex and Kent. John, another 
brother, was wedded to the old 
Duchess of Norfolk, a match, which, 
by the way, disrupted all parties. 
Anthony marned the heiress of 
liOfd Scalss, which title he assumed. 
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last burnt dironides, abused himself greatly in his dis- a.d. 14m. 

ordered writing, fur lack of knowledge. And \\liore:ts 

he writeth, that Mary, daughter of the Duke of Geldres, i he a ^hor 

and widow of the late defunct James Kins of Scots, ■t*^e™«'>» of 

. ® , ' the LancM- 

with other more were presented unto him in marriage, Jjjjj^^' 
as for a choice, it is not truth ; for the adrerBarifis of 'J^^l^^ 
this King Edward were nunntained in Scotland by the 
said Dame Mary and her ^complices unto this time, 
and after as appeareth evidently. For in this same year 
King Harr)' was taken in the North, as is before speci- 
fied, and Edmond, Duke of Somerset, with his brother 
John, were yet in Scotland with Queen Margaret, etc. 



Chap. 11. — In the year of our Lord 1464, this Ki^g a.d. \4m. 
Edward, somewhat eased of his enemies, b^an to have j^mvlttii^^ 
regard unto the redres^g of the inconveniences used in 

the realm for fault of Justice and misordering of luuiiey. 
Wherefore in the latter end of this year he changed his 
coin.** First he made the royal of gold, price 10*. ; 
the half royal, 5s. ; and the fourthing, 28. 6d. Secondly, 
he made the noble, and named it the Angel, of the price 
6«. 8^. ; with the half of the same, 3^. 4df. Further- 
more he made the Groat, the half groat, and pence of 
less value by Sd, in the ounce than the old groat was. 
And fine gold was enhanced to 405. the oliik *', and utlier 
base gold after th( vrtio, with other divers ordinance of 
money. And on tlie 26th day of May the Queen Eliza- coronatioa 
both was crowned at Westminster with great solemnity, EUHiSSh, 
whereat vrete made Knights of the Bath^ as I Jmew ^h^^^ftf* 

^ 1466), and 



The policy of thua tampering 
with the coin has always been ques- 
ttombto. William Wyrcester, a 
contemporary, complains of the in- 
jury saJfered thereby, parti<mUrly 
the nobility (p. 500). The m- 
uior ef fhe Fragment maket a mia- 
talre respecting the noble. It waa 
raued from 6«. 8d. to 8«. ^d.-^^W. 
wire, c 900.) 



in honour of the solemnity 
he made no fewer than 37 Knights 
of the Beth, on Thtuedey, May 23, 
among whom were several of the 
chief nobility. On Friday the 
Qneen wes met et 8hootar*i Hill 
by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and 
Citizens of London, nobly mounted, 
and richly dreseed, and conducted 
to fhe Tower} from wheoee on Sep 
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creation of the Lord Dumas, Sir Bartelot de Ribaire, of Bayen^ 
£<1toiiir' GaaooDB ; Sir John WoodTiUe» brother to the Queen, 
ete., and of the City, four : Thomas Cooke» Matthew 
Philip, Ralph Joeselyn, and Hanry Waffir (Waver) 

where {and there) also wore made divers others at West- 
minster the day beforesaid of coroDation. 

The Princess Chap. 12. — This year in the month of February, and 
She w» in the fifth year of King Edward, the Queen was deli- 
nthv^b. vered of a daughter (JEHxabetk), the whieh was chris^ 
thH[^M.iened m WeslminBter, the 11th of February, 1466, to 

Mikwry whom was godfather the Earl of Warwick, and god- 
mothers were Cicely, Duchess of York, and Jacomyne 
{Jacqueline) Duchts^j of i^nhord, Mothers to the King 
and Queen. This year were other things done, the 
which are of little importanee* 
The Battle of Aud ui thjs yoaT was a great battle in France, at 
j^^i7dif* a pkce called Montlheiy, betwixt Lewis the Xlth then 
King in France and the said Charles, whereat the Duke 
of Somerset was on his party, and there were slain 
3000 and GOO men, so that the victory remained to 
Charles, the 17th day of July Anno 1465. 

CiTAP. 13.— In this year and ni the month of June, 
tlien being it the iii'th year of King Edward, Anthony 
Bastard 2" of Burgundy came into England, with divers 
^<manda the othcrs from Duko Chsrles of Burgundy, to treat for a 
Ma^ga^tHfor ^lanri^ botwixt the sud Duke Charles and Dame 

tnrdayshe was carried in a horse* j '* TXpon which (the marriage of 

liftfr, prerfflfrl by fhp npw mndc Margaret with Charolois) Richard 
Kiiights, to Weitminster, where she j Neville, Earl of Warwick, who bad 



waa erownsd on Snnday, by the 
Ardibishop of Canterbury, with the 
ustial ceremoniM."— (^«wy, vol. 
ix. p. 191.) 

* 8m Bnlww'i Novel of •* 
Last of the Barons,*' vol. ii. p. 102. 
The Croyland Historian states this 
Burgundian Alliance to have been 
Um etnae of Warwick's quanrd with 
King Bdwttd. His wofds are:^ 



M many jMVt taken party with libm 
"Fnach. against the Bargundians, 
conceived great indignation ; and I 
hold this to be the truer cause of 
hit reaenfanant, than tha King*! 

marriage with Elizabeth, for he had 
rather have procured a husband for 
the aforesaid Princess Margaret in 
the Kingdom of France." — {/Hi. 
voUi. p. 17.) 
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Margaret, sister to King Edward, the which W9S con- the ewi of 
eluded. ^ After the which was great triumph made ; 
most especial in Smithfield^i were Justs, whereat the Tournament 
said Anthony Bastard, and Anthony Woodville, Lord Md. 
Scales, brother to the Queen, with divers others ran 
divers days, and those two beforenamed fought on foot 
with axes, as men courageous and greatly expert in i 
those feats of war. And this done the sai l J bastard 
returned into France : and Edmond, Duke of Somerset^ 



^ This combat bctvreeu the two 
AnUioiiyBistiios dMCiibed :»*'And 
on the first day they ran together 
certain courses with sharp spears, 
and so departed with equal honour. 
The next day they entered tho Add, 
the Rn^tard sitting on a Bay ronrFpr, 
being somewhat dim of siglit, and 
the Lord ScalM had a grey oooner 
on whose schaffron was a long and 
sharp pike of steel. When these 
two valiant persons coped together 
at tho toumay, tlie Lord Scales' 
horse, by chance or by custom, 
thrust his pike into the nostrils of 
the horse of the Bastard, so that, 
for very pam, he mounted so high, 
that he fell on one side with his 
inastef ; and the Lord Scales rode 
io«nkd ebout him, with his tword 
•luikuig in hie hand, till the King 
OommanHf d the marshall to help up 
the Bastard, winch openly said, * I 
eaniMrt; hold by the douds; bnt 
though my liorse failed me, Burely 
1 will not fail my counter-compa- 
nions.' And when he was re- 
mounted, he made a countenance 
to assail his adversary; bn* the 
King, eitlier favouring his brothei b 
honoor flien gotten, or miatnistiug 
the shame which might come to the 
Bastard, if he were a^in foiled, 
caused the heralds to cry a lostel, 
and every man to depart. The mor- 
row after, the two noblemen came 
into the field on foot, with two 
poleaxes, and there fought valiantly 
like two courageous champions ; 
but at the last, the point of the axe 
of the Lord Scales happened to 

c 



enter into the sight of the helm uf 
the Baetard, and by pure foroe he 
miglit have plucked him on his 
knees, when the King suddenly 
east down his warder, and then the 
mardialls them severed. The Baa* 
tard, not content with this chance, 
very desirous to be avenged, trust- 
ing on hia emmlng at tlm poteaxa, 
(the which feat he had greatiyeier* 
cised, and therein had a great ez« 
periment,) required the King, of 
Jnetioe, uat he might perform hia 
enterprise : the Lord Scales not 
refused it. The King said he would 
ask counsel, and so called to him the 
constable and marahall, with tlie 

I officers of arm^. After Ion;:: con- 
sultation had, and law« of arms re- 
hearied, it waa declared to the 
Bastard, for a sentence definitive, 
by the Duke of Clarence, then ron- 

I Stable of England, and tiie Duke of 
Norfolk, earl mardiall, that if he 
would prosecute farther this at- 

! tempted challenge, he must, by the 

j law of arms, be delivered to hia ad- 

I versary in the aame case, and like 
rntirHtton. fls he was when he was 
taken from him } that is to say, the 
point of die Lord SeaW axe to be 
fixed in the sight of his hdm, aa 

i deep as it was u they were se- 
vered. The Ba&tard, hcanng this 
judgment, donbted much ^ ee- 
quel, if he should so proceed again. 
Wherefore he was content to relin- 
quish his challenge." — (^Hall's 
Chronicle, p. 268.) 

^ Philip de Commines says, he 
himself has seen these noble Lan- 

2 
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A.D. \4K. departed a litUe before into France and returned unto 
Duke Charles* the which at that time was in Flandent» 
and was retained with him in his wars. And in the 

same year Philip Duke of Burgundy, Father to the said 
Charles, died in the town of Bruges the 16th da^ of 
June. 

r.;.H e»» Chap. 14. — This 7th year, Margaret Sister unto King 
wi'iii Charles Edward beforeeaid, departed from the King, and rode 
throughout London behind the Earl of Warwick, and 

rode that night to Stratford Abbe>-, and from thence 
to the sea-side, and went into Flanders to Bruges, 
where she was married with great 8olenniity : and after 
the feast done, the same night tlie Duke and she rode 
out of the Town to a Castle called Male, one mile out of 
Bruges : and, when they were both in bed, the Castle 
was set on fire by treason, so that the Duke and she 
.^scaped narrowly. 

And within short space after those astcrtes (escapes) 
[as] the Duchess of Norfolk with others leturned into 
England, in whose company were two young gentlemen^ 
that one named John Poyntz," and that other William 
Alsford, the which were arrested because, in the time of 
the 'foresaid marriage, they had familiar communication 
with the Duke of Somerset and his *complices there, in 
the which they were both detected of treason : where- 
upon one Ricliard Steris {Steers), skiimer of London, 



castrians, including the Duke of Peirs, skinner of Lofidon, were he- 



£zeter, barefoot and barelegged," 
in the Low Couitriei in as eonmon 
n plight M heggan. 

* " My Lord of (Jjcford is com- 
tnitted to the Tower» and is aaid to 
be kept in irons, and that he hath 
confessed much things. And on 
Monday, afore St. Andrew's>day, 
one Alford and Poirer, gentlemen 
to niy Loid of Norfolk, and one St. 



headed. And on the morning after 
Sir Thomas Tkeaham was arrested 
and is committed to tfie Tower, and 

it is said he was arrested upon the 
confession of my Lord of Oxfordi 
and they say his livdlihood, and Sir 

John Marney's livelihood, and di* 
vers other livelihoods are ptven 
away by the King." — [^Plumpton 
CofTHfomdence, eiUtd kg Mr, SUt" 
pUimt, p. 20.) 
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with those two were beheaded at the Tower Hill» the Execution of 
2l9t day of November. ^Tn^'d^'** 

* 8teeni, Nov. 

Chap. 15. — This year [as writeth Gaguiii** in ^•^i^^^J'"* 
Chroniclel, Richard Earl of Warwick was sent asAmbMMdw 
Ambassador from King Eduard unto Louis the xi., 
then King of France; the which Richard came up the 
river Seine to a place called Boylle {La MouiUe) in . 
Nonnandy 15 miles from Rouen from whence he came 
tmio Rouen by water, with great triumph, and was re- 
ceived in to Rouen, with prooeesion and great hoiAmr 
in to our Lady's Church, the said King then being in 
Rouen. And his offering done, he repaired to his 
lodging until the time that the Duke of Bourbon fetched 
him imto the court, wliere he was welcomc'l greatly. 
And after his proposition \was\ made, he had secret 
communing^ with the said French King alone, and 
none other but they two. And this endured by the 
space of 12 days continually. And after his business 
(tmit) finished^ he took his leave, and departed with 
many great i^nl'ts and rich, as well of the French King 
as of the Duke of Bourbon, returning into England; in 
whose company went to Kinc Edward, as Ambassadors The- Bwuird 
sent from Kiufr Louis, the Admiral of France, called other 

o ' AtnbflMadoni 

the Bastard of Bourbon, the Bishop of Laon, Sir John JIJJJj;;^ 

^ Gagtiin says, the Earl wm re- | France, it mey be pferawed be 

rri-vpd by Loais XI. at Ronrn with took the opportunity to srcnre 



great pomp; and that tbey held 
frequent aecret confereneei. On 

bis departure, the King loaded the 
Ambassador with presents. 

* It was certainly not with hit 
QBoel foresight tbet Edwaid em- 
ployed the Earl of Warwick in this 
etubasgy. The Earl had been deeply 
affronted by thefavours heaped upon 
the Qaeen'g relatiTes, to the detri- 
ment of himself and family. Ra 
pin saya:— "The Earl mortally 
hated Edward, though be concealed 
his avereion in order to show it 
effectuaUj/* Daring hia aUy in 



Louis's protection, and concert 
raeaanrei wi^ him eoneeniinf ^ 
dethronement of Edward.— (JKdplii, 
Tol. p. 37 ^ 

* *' \\ arwiclc coDcluded a truce 
witii Lonit for 18 monthit and 
returned to London, July 5, 14G7. 
He was followed into England by 
the Archbishop of N&rbonne and 
the Bastard of Boofbon, who made 
Eflward the most tempting offers to 
engage him to form an alliance 
with die eonrt of Fnmee. But 
these offers came too late and were 
rqected."— >(iyciii:y,vol*iz.p. 195.) 
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A.D. 1468. 



Popaurcote, aiid Oliver Rous, the which Ambassadors 
abode in England by the space of four months. And 
at their retumiDg, amongst other great gifts, King 
£dward gave unto them great mastiffii» eolare^ leaabes 
and faoma; for the which gifts the Yoreaaid Qagnin 
maketh a manner of a mock, as appeareth in the same 
his book and chapter. 



Thewithor Chap. 16. — Oftimes it is seen that divers there are, 
the"' the which foresee not the causes precedent and subee- 

hisc'b^ quent; for the which they fall many times into sadi 
emr, that they abuse themseWes and also others, their 
successors, giving credence to such as write of (firom) 
affection, (partialitt/) leaving the truth that was in deed. 
Wherefore, in avoidintr all such inconveniences, my 
purpose is, aad shaJl be, [as touching the life of King 
Edward the Fourth] to write and shew those and such 
things, the which I have heard of his own mouth. And 
also in part of such things^ in the which I have been 
persoually present, as well within the realm as without, 
during a eertfun space, most especially from the year of 
our Lord 1468 unto the year of our Lord 1482, in the 
which the forenamed King Edward departed from this 
present life. And in witness wIk i f of the Right Illus- 

Thomas trious Thomas,^ Duke of Norfolk, Treasurer of England, 

D^ke ofNw. as most personally present [for the most part of his 
flourishing age] in the house of the said right noble 



- Tliomas Howard, Earl of Sur- 
rey and Duke of Norfolk, was 
Lord Treasurer from 1500 to 1522. 
He was the son of Sir John How- 
ard, Duke of Nnrfnlk, the " Jocky 
of Norfolk," wiio fell at Bosworth, 
in fhe eauae of hii tovereign 
Richard III. for which " irea- 
#on** (! ! !) the titles were for- 
feited. The Earldom of Surrey 
wat faitored in 1489, and in con- 
seqnenrp of his servTre<; at Flodden 
Field, he waa created Duke of 



Norfolk in February, 1514. He 
died in 1524, and was succeeded 
by his son Thomas, third Duke of 
Norfolk, father to the Poet, tho 
Elarl of Surrey. The poet was 
the issue of the second marriage} 
for by hta llrtt iHfe, Anne, Daughter 
of King Edward the Fourth, he 
left no children. His second wife 
was the Lady Eiixabeth Stafford, 
Daoghter of the Dake of Bvcik- 
inghaoi. 
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prince oontmually convenuii, can more dearly certify a.d. 14K. 
the truth of all such acts and thingB, notable of memofj, 
the which fell in his time. Of the which I am well 

assured, no man living may of very truth and right 
ol)ject to the contrary of his saying. Therefore, in 
avoiding all inconveniences, coloureti chrouicles, and 
aifectionall (partial) histories, my pur])ose is to shew 
the truth, to avoid all ambiguity of the first motive, and 
original cause, wherefore Bichwd Neville, £arl of War- 
wick, withdrew himaelf from the amity of the 'fofesaid 
King Edward the Fourth. Sure and of truth it k, as 
it appearelh in the cliapters previous, the said Richard, 
Earl of Warwick, was sent into Normandy as Ambas- 
sador with others, whose secret counsellings betwixt 
the French King and him {self) alone, brought him 
greatly ui mpection (wqncion) of many thmgs, inas- 
mndi that his insatiahle mind could not be content, and 
yet before him was there none in England of the half 
possessions 2^ that he had. For first he had all the 
li<aridom of Warwick wliolo. with all the Spencer 8 Earl ol" War- 
lands ; the Earldom of Saliabuiy. (He was) Great •esrionl wid 
Chamberlain of England, Chief Admiral and Captain of 



Calais, and Lieutenant of Ireland; the which 
sions amounted to the smn of 20,000 marks, and yet he 
desired more. He conncilled and enticed the Duke of 
Clarence, and caused him to wed his ddest daughter, 

Isabel,29 witliout the advice or knowledge of Kinoj Ed- nnteof 
ward. Wherefore the Kincj took a irreat displeasure marries isa- 

" ® . , , bel, Daughter 

with them both, and thereupon were certain unkind of tbeEa^ 



^ He bad the entire Earldom of 
Warwiek, all tlie hand lit the Spen- 
cers, and the Earldom of Snlisbnry. 
He was Great Chamberlain of 
England, Chief Admiral, and Cap- 
tain of Calais, as ivttll as Lord 
Lieutenant nf Ireland. His own 
estates besides amounted to no less 
tluoi 20,000 auurlcs a year. Hit 
aupcniat wmpb, bowwraf, anotmooit 



for " on coming to London each 
morainf wera oonianiad for braak« 

fast ill his house six oxen, and aU 
the taverns were full of his maat." 
^(Stowe, p. 421.) 

* This marriage gave graat Of- 
fence to the nnd here wa 
have another cause, without re* 
•wting to romantte Sctkma, for die 
qvand of tha King and tha Earl, 
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A.D.I4S8. words betwixt them, in so much, that aftrr tli;it day 
there was never perfect love betwixt them. \V hereupon 
privy letters were sent into the North, into the West 
eoontiy, and into WalflB» whereby that the Lord Her* 
bert {Earl of Pembroke) came to Banbury with seven 
or eight thousand men without any Ar^rs. And 
Humphrey, Lord Stafford of Suthwicke, came out of 
SoMK rsetshire and Devoiishire with four or five thousaiid 
men also to Banbury ; wliereat their Harbingers fell at 
variance for lodgings, in so much that the said Lord 
Staflbrd of Suthwicke withdrew himaelf back ten or 
twelve milea. And in this season the Northern men 
with their captain^ the Lord Latimer, which was slain 
there, drew nigh to Banbury to a place called Hedge- 
cote** upon the grounds of a gentleman named Clarell; 
of the whieli insurrection when the King was advertised 
by the £arl of Warwick, he sent out of London one 
Qapham with the sum of fifteen thousand men, what of 
household men and soldiers of Galais, whose coming was 
TbtEarieT the Winning of the field. For the Lord Herbert was 
£?«l?]Rd. shun, and Sir Richard, his brother, was brought to 
Northampton and beheaded there, and the Lord Staf- 
ford, the which came too late to the field, returned into 
his country, and was taken by the commons and be- 
headed at Bridgewater, and buried in Glastonbuiy. 
And so King Edward lost there two good captains. 



Halite ol 
Hedffecote, 



beheaded 

Lord 
Slaffionl 



Chap. 17. — In the same year those beforenBaid Northern 



» Hm BaCtta of Hedfeeote Field 

jilared the King m the ]io\ver of 
Warwick. The Earl finding the 
detention of the King unpopular, 
a hollow truod was conclnded* and 
outwardly a reconciliation took 
place. Bat bow could Edward 
fei^ the vrarder of the Queen*! 
father and brother ? and though he 
yielded to the Earl's *' insatiable 
mindf'' by creating him in addition 



to hit otter dignities, Gfmd Jvs. 

ticiary of Wales and Constable of 
Cardigan, could he forget his trea- 
son ? Will. Wyrccstcr says 1,500 
of the Nortlicrns were killed. 
Four thon?aTiJ Wt'lsli fell, and tlie 
£ari of jPembroke and the other 
nobles were beheaded hj tiae Mcrfl 
orders of Wanvlok«— (^Hlf. Ovyl* 
p. 543.) 
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men took Richard, Lord Kivers,^^ then Treasurer ofA.D. t489. 
England, and one of his sons with him named Sir John and sir joho 
WoodviUe, and smote off theur heads : and^ as some bdiMdwi. 
men said, it was done by the consent of the Earl of War- 
wick, the which was known more eleariy afterwards. For 
a little before tbere was a rising in the Norih Country 
made by unnamed {jentlemen, and {they) named their cap- 
tain Robin of Riddisdaie,^^ the which Insurrection was the boMm or 
beginning and cause of many inconTenienees, as appeared 
soon afterwards. Howheit they were pardoned for their 
ReheUion soon npon Alhalowen Tide after. And anon 
thereupon the Lord Welles (that had married Dame 
Margaret Duchess of Somerset), began a new Commo- 
tion ill Lincoliiishire, and with him was Sir Thomas 
Dymoke, Knic^ht. Of the which rebellious deed, when 
the King was certified, he gathered his men, and rode 
thitherward. And when those rebels heard of his 
coining they left their field, and all their stuff, and fled 
as far as Scarborough, Merest they were beheaded ; 
and that journey was named Hose COte JpeeUre.^^ nJid'^^^e. 

battle'of 
Stamford, 

Chap. 18— In this 9th year of King Edward many 



« •'This Sir John Woodville was 

the most obnoxious of the Qoeen's 
brothers, and iofamous for the ava- 
rice #faid& had led him to marry the 
old DuclMit of Norfolk. Lord Ri- 
vers was the more odiou'? to the 
people at the time of the insurrec- 
tioDt beonuw in liit capacity of Trea- 
surer he had lately tampered with 
the foin and circMlation." — (Bnl- 
wer't Limt oj the Barom, voi. li. p. 
277.) 

^ " This Robin of Redesdale's 
iate is as obscure as most of the 
incidents in this perplezi^l part of 
KngUsh History." — Bn/tewr. See 
also Wootton's BnglUh Baronetage, 
article Hildyard. Sir William 
Conyers, Knifht, ciB«d Mntdf 
Robin of Redesdale, and gathered 
a host (rf 20»000 mea in the North. 



And RoMn of Redesdtle met with 

the V.nvl of Pembroke and slew 
2000 Welshmen about Banbury, and 
took the Bui of Pembroke and his 
brother." — (ir«rjhMrlJI*« Ckro* 
nicle.) 

It was the son of Iiord Wellet, 
whom Edward had feeemlj be* 

beaded for treason, that commanded 
the revolt. — {Tkimer, vol. v. p. 
622.) The beheading of Richard, 
Lord Welles, is one of the basest 
actions of King Edward's reign. 
When the King hrst heard of the 
rebellion he sent for that nobleman, 
with a solemn promise for his safetf « 
and directed him to write to his son, 
to lay down his arms. In violation 
of tlni solemn pledge, ha Mrarttia* 
less commanded him to ba ba« 
hcaded."^(J2(/Mii.) 
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A.D. im. secret conspiracies were done in the winter, in so much 
Sie Sllliof that the Earl of Warwick enticed so the Duke of 

Warwick 

■ndDoinof Oiarenoe, that he followed all his council. And there- 
upon it fortimed, that those both went Into Warwick- 
shire, to the intent that thej might faring their purpose 
into effect : where at, at after Easter in the beginning of 
the tenth year of King Edward, the Archbishop of 
TnacherouB York,^ GeorgB Nevile, iirother to tlie Earl of \V arv\ ii'k, 
tbeKUigby dosircd the King to a banquet at iila Palace of the Moor 
York. besides Langley : whither as the King came, and a 
little before supper, when they should have washed, 
John KatcliiQ^^ that after was Lord Fitzwalter, warned 
the King privily, and bade him beware ; for there were 
ordained privily an 100 men of arms, the which should 
take him and convey him out of the way. Wherefore 
the King, faining himself to make his water, caused a 
good horse to be saddled, and so with a small company 
rode to Windsor. Of the which treason so detected, 
Fart of War. when thc EaH of Warwick was advertised, he with the 
of Duke of Clarence, and their wives, fled westward and 
to vnaem. took shipping, and so came into Normandy in the month 
of May Anno 1470, and landed at Honfleur, whereat 
met them the Bastard of Bourbon, then being Admiral 
of France, the wliicli received them with great huiioiu:. 
But who may be that could in any manner think other- 
wise, but (that) this, such de})arting of the Earl of 
Warwick, was b^ore known in France, in so much, that 
at his airival the Admiral of France was ready to receive 
them at that phce asdgned, as it appeareth evidently, 
as well in the chronicles of France and also of Brittany, 
the years and month rehearsed in this chapter. 



lie was translated to York, 
from Exeter, Jane 17th, 1465, hold. 
in<,' with that Bishopric the Office 
of Lord Chancellor, and whidi lie 
continaed to hold till 1467. 
* Sir John BadcMlle wm created 



I Lord Fitzwalter by summons, ia 
right of his mother, Elizabeth, 
heiress of Lord Fitzwalter. At« 
tainted and beheaded for being con- 
cerned in the plot of Ferkin War- 
beck, in 1498. 
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Chap. W. — Of the continiianre of the Duke ofA.D.u». 
Ckumee, Earl of Warwick, with their wives and tnun 
in France, it is very necessaiy somewhat here to manifest 
as it was (in) deed. Within short space of their coming 

into Normandy they hastened towards King Louis, the 
which as at that time lav at his castle of Ainboise beside They meet 
Tours in rouraine : whitiier, when thoy were come, the ^lUi^itt 
King welcomed them with great feastings. And after 
that they had disclosed unto the King the cause of their 
departure out of JSngknd, and of their coming thither» 
anon they withdrew themselves to theur lodgings. Then And arc rc. 
withm short space after came finom Aviow Dame Mar- 
garct,''^ Daughter of King Regiuir of Sicily, wife to ^gof 
King Harry the Sixth, and her Son i'rince F]dward with 
her : at whose coming was sliortly a great Council 
betwixt them to know by what manner they should 
return into England. The which Council dissolved, the 
'foresaid Duke of Clarence, and Earl of Warwick, re- 
turned into Normandy, the which was in the month of 
June in the year abovesaid. And so they abode there 
till it was the latter end ot August next following. 



" MnrrMfct tvas unfortnnfite — ■ 1 
an exile ; and bad seen all her hopes 
blossom Imt to willier •. yet sbe was 
resentful, highminded, and resolute. 
Warwick had dethroned her, and she 
could neither forgive nor trust him, 
Bor be benwlter governed by him. 
He required as the conditions of i 
h'i'f alHanre and support, a complete I 
pardoa ; that her only son Edward 
should nanyliit aeeond dtoghter 
Ann ; and a pui-^sant force to Eng- ' 
land, with her authority. Louis 
■eat for Margaret to Angiers, and 
vrgsdlier to comply with Warwick's 
terms. But she surprised him by 
steadily objecting to the very first 
artiet«. She nid, tbtt mnidftently 
with her own or her son's honour 
she might not, ^nd rould not, par- 
don the man who had been the i 
fVMtMl cause of tbe fidl ^ King 
Heofj and bendf ; tad tbtt firom ' 



I her own heart. r;he -never could be 
contented with bim nor forgive him. 
Tobltfeeoad request, sheaniwered, 
that it would be prejudicial to h«r 
interests to take party with him : 
that she had itill many friends, 
whom the would kMe 1^ wdi a 
I treaty ; and therefore, she besought 
I the King, thnt it wnnld plenoe him 
to leave oil' from speaking any fur- 
ther of the proposed pardon, enitf , 
' or F^llianre. There was a consis- 
tency of principle in this refusal, 
which though flowing perhaps from 
haughty and resentftil feelings, yet 
exhibits that lofty superiority to the 
baser attractions of selfish intarest, 
whidi alwmyi eonflwi benoiir end 
compels respect. Marpuet waa 
never greater on her throne than in 

I disdaining these advances of War- 
wick."— (TltfiMr'e Bitglmid, Tol. T. 
p. 325.) 
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A.P. 1470. 



Edward 
Prinea of 

W«lM 



Anne, 

daiiffhter of 
the Earl of 



CiiAP. 20. — During this season of their hehvr in France, 
Dame Charlotte of Savoy, wife to the French King 
Louis, was delivered of a son, in the Aforesaid castle of 
Amboise, the laat day of June ia the same year of our 
Lord 1470, to whom were God&thers at the font, Chailea 
of Boarbon Archbishop and Cardinal of Lyons* Edward 
Prince, beforesaid son to King Harry the Sixth ; and 
the Duchess of Bourbon, Sister to the forenamed King 
Louis: and the child wns named Charles, and was Kin^r 
after his Father. At the which birth were made many 
great solemnities and triumphs throughout the Realm of 
France; whereupon the said Prince fidward*" married 
there Anne, youngest dau^ter of the Earl of Warwick : 
the which Anne was wedded to Richard Duke of Glou- 
cester after, in the year of our Lord 1474, at West- 
minster, after the death of the same Prince Kdward. 



John Thorn- 
hili liberetet 
the Lords 
ScalM 



Chap. 21. — King Edward in this mean time was about 
London, to whom was brought tidings of the departing 
of the Duke of Clarence and the Earl of Warwick, and 
that how they passed by Wiltshire westward, had taken 

Anthony Lord Scales and John Lord Audley : the which 
two Lords they sent to the Castle of W^ardcr, to be kept 
out of the way unto a time determinate, that they should 
have been put to execution : of the which inprisonment 
a gentleman of Dorsetshire, named John Thomhill, hear- 
ing, came the night following with a good company of 
hardy fellows, and found the means to deliver these two 
Lords from captivity. Whereupon they were delivered 
to liberty. Then the King Edward, seeing these two, 
Duke and Earl, so departed so suddenly, he marvelled 
greatly : and he, being in this ans^nish and trouble, had 
knowledge of a new rebellion in the North by the means 



* Tlie Prince of Wales is said to 
have been one of the Imiulsomest 
and mott aceomplished piiuces in 



E urope . H c wa« created Prince of 
Wales, A.D. 1454. 
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of the Lord Fit^ueh: airainst whom he preiMured a a d. 1470. 
pniHUMH* of men, »d we^t northward: of thewbich X^?^ 



when the foresaid Lord Fitzhugli was certified, he fled 
into Scothmd (and in the same stasiun the Earl of Ox- i^'d ox- 

■ , ^ ford'i flight 

ford took bhippiug, and sailed into Normandy to tho^e 
other Lords). Whereupon one Sir Geo&cej Gate, 
Kntght» with the 'foresaid Clapham, had prepared at 
Sottthampton a company of their 'complicea to have 
paaaed into France, to those Lords of Garenoe and 
Warwick; but their purpose was soon disclosed. For 
the Eail of ^^^orcester and the L(jid Howard pre- 
vented thoni. In so much that many of them were 
taken, as Sir Geoffi*ey Gate, the which had his pardon sir Giwflrrtr 
and afterwards went to sanctuary. Ciapham was be-«d,. - 
headed and divers others hanged, etc. 



Chap. 22. — ^Then the King seeing such commotions in 

the realm, and hearing nothing of the Marquis of Mon- 
tague, whom he loved entirely, he rode nonhwaid and 
left the Queen, great with child, in the Tower of Lon- 
don.. And as he was in the North Country, in the 
month of September, as he lay in his bed one named The Ktii< 
Alexander Carlisle, that was sanesnt of the minstrels, v ^^rll"'*'' 
came to him in great haste, and bade him arise for he 
had enemies coming fbr to take him, the which were 
within six or seven miles, of the which tidings the King 
greatly marvelled. And suddenly upon tliat came one 
Master Alexander Lee, a jPriest^® * # * ♦ 
{TAe remainder of this emioue CAranick is wanting,) 



^ " Lord Worcester ordered 
Ciapham (• aqoire to Lord War- 
wick) and nineteen others, gentle- 
men »nd yeomen, to be impaled, 
and (tola the horror of the fpeo 
tade inipired, and the notveraal 
odium it attached to M'nrcesfcr, it 
is to be feared that the unhappy 
men were still sensible to the agony 
of thia inllictioai Cliovgli thaj ap» ' 



pear first to have been drawn, and 
partially hanged. Worcester was 

popularly called ' the Butcher,* 
from his cruelty." — (Bultoer*t Lati 
qf the Barom, voL iii. p. 107.) 

» The "laouMs" in the MS. 
are supplied in the King's own 
words in the Memoirs of Phillip de 
Commines, vol. i. p. 249-255. 
' LeewaaRcetorof SpolMuiU93* 
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cont. Hs»t. Edward was in the neighhowthood of Nottingham 
"^''"'"^'awaiiiMg the auemhUng of hU forces to disperse the 
rebels under Warwiek and Clarenee^ when Carlide, the 

chief of his minstrels, and Lee, the priest, apprized him 
of the treason of the Marquis of Montague^ whom the 
King loved entirely,^ who with 6000 men, in the King's 
immediate vicinity had just declared for King Menarjf, 
He had no alternative, therefore, hut to Jiy, and accom- 
panied hg his brother Bichardt the Earl Rivers^ Lord 
Hastings and a few other faithful followers^ took ship- 
ing at Bishop's Lynn in Norfolk, and landed at Alomar, 
in Friezeland, without even au^icient tnonty in his pocket 
to pay his passage, 
staptoiMi** J)uri$ig the year following England was a scene of 
FamiK, Jtercc commotion; rebellion, fomented by the Earl of 
^' Warwiekf spread om every side, tUl it drove the Yorkist 

monarch from his throne, and once more fixed the crown 
on the brow of Henry VL The change was, however, 
transient: on the I k// Miuch^ 1471, Edward landed at 
Mavenspurn, the fields of Bar net and Tewkesbury were 
fought in succession, and in May Henry VL died, leaving 
his rival in wsdieputed possession of the Kingdom^' 
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AND THE FINAL RECOVERY OF HIS KINGDOMS 
FROM HENRY VI., A.D. 1471. 

(from STOWe's transcripts, HARL. MS8. 543.) 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



This Namtivo origtnaUy appears to have been used by 

Holinshed, who gives a Lancastrian account of the im- 
portant events it details, supplied to him by Fleetwood, 
Recorder of London, the possessor of the MS. which 
Stowe used for the tnoacript, preserved In the British 
Museum, and from which our text is taken. 

Mr. Sharon Turner, and Mr« Ling«rd» both availed 
themselves of Stowe s transcript {Harl. MSS, No. 543), 
and in the year 1838, BIr. John Bmce gave a verbatim 
copy of the MS. as his contribution to the Camden 
Society. 

OoDceming the author nothing is known, but what he 
has himself communicated. He st^les himself a servant 
of the King, that presently saw in efifeet a great part of 
his exploits, and the residue knew by true relation of 
them that were present at every time.^ From the ab- 
sence of aU personal allusion to himself m the account 
of the various battles^ and from the minuteness with 
which he details the King's acts of devotion, he was 
probably a priest* This conjecture is somewhat con- 



34 ADYEBTISBSIENT. 

firmed, by the slur attempted to be cast upon the braTery 

of the dying W arvvick. 

The entire period comprised in the narratiye embraces 

only eleven weeks , but throughout all the pages of 
English History, it is impossible to find, elsewhere, such 
a rapid succession of important occm reiices, as those 
which led to the almost perfect annihilation of the Lan- 
castrian part}, and the restoration of the Houi:>e of 
York. These are detailed with the circumstantial accu- 
racy of an eyewitness, and with ail the exultation of a 
successful partisan. 

An abridged version of our narrative was forwarded 
from Canterbury, by the King, on the 2dth of May, 
1471, to the Citizens of Bruges, and by them coramu- 
nicated to their bretiiren of Ghent. An English trans- 
lation from this version, appeared in the Archaeologia 
TOL xxt. p. 11. 
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HISTORY OF THE ARRIVAL OF 
KING EDWARD IV. 

IN ENGLAND, AND THE FINAL RECOVERY 
OF HIS KINGDOMS FROM HENRY VI. 
IN ANNO DOMINI* 1471. 

Written 5y mi Anamfmaw, who woi Hmng at the tame 

timBy and a servant to the said King E. IV. 
TranMcribed by John Stowe, 
the Chrcmelerf with 

his own hand. 

Hereafter followeth the manner how the Most Noble 
and right victorious Prince Edward^ by the Grace of 
God, King of England^ and of France, and Lord of 
Irelandf in the year of Grace 147ly in the month o^a.d.i47i. 

d2 
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A.D. 147U March, departed out of Zeland; took the sea; arrived 
In England ; and by his force and valour, again reduced 
and reconquered the said retUm^ icpon and against the 
Earl of Warunek^ his traitor and rebels caUing himself 
Lieutenant of England^ hy pretented authority of the 
usurper Henry ^ and his 'complices ; and also upon and 
against Edward, calling htinself Prince of Wales, son to 
the said Henry y then wrongfully occupying the Realm, 
and Crown of England ; and upon many other great and 
mighty Lords, noblemen and others, being mightily ac- 
conqfanied. Ckmqnled and put in this forme ensuing^ by 
a servant of the K%ng*s^ thai presently saw in effect a 
great part of his exploits, and the residue hnew hg true 
relation of them, that were present at every time, 

CHAPT£E I. 

KJnpEdward Tn thc yoRY of GracG 1471, after the counting of the 
zciud^ Church of England, the second day of March ending the 
A.D. 1471. tenth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord, King Ed- 
ward the Fourth,* by the Grace of God^ King of Eng- 
land, and of Fiance, and Lord of Ireland, the aaid most 
noble King, accompanied with two thousand Englishmen, 
well chosen, intending to pass the sea, and to re-enter, 
and recover his realm of England, at that time usurped 
and occupied by Henr}', called Henry the Sixth, by the 
traitorous means of his great rebel, Richard, Earl of 
Warwick, and his 'complices, entered into his ship afore 
the Haven of Flushing, in Zeland,* the said 2nd day of 



' *• In the Parliament which hegan 
on the 26th of NoYember in the 
preHoos year, Edward wm dedtred 
a traitor to Us eountry, and an 
usurper of the crown, and had all his i 
goods confiflcatedi and the like jndg- 
mmt ptSMd against bia partaliera ; 
and the Earl of Worcester wa> ad 
judged to lose his bead. All the 
statutes likewise, made by Edward, 



were annulled, and the rrnwns of 
England and France entailed to 
Henry and bis heirs aiiale; and, 
for want of such, to the Daka of 

I Clarence ; and Warwick was made 
Governor of the kingdom." — (JSnff- 
lmuP9 Happmnay p. 157-a.) 

^ Tlie Duke of Burgundy secretly 
assisted King Edward, and at his 
expense the four vessels were fitted 
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March ; and, forasmucli as, after he was in the ahip^ and ^d. wu 
the fellawahip alao, with all that to them apertained, the 
wind fell not good for him, he therefore would not return 

again to tlie land, but abode in his ship, and all lii^j 
fellowship in like wise, by the space of nine days, alndini^ 
good wind and weather ; which had, the eleventh day of 
March he made sail, and so did all the ahqps that awaited 
upon him, taking their course straight over (towards) the 
coast of Norfolk, and came hefore Cromer, the Tuesday, Arrives ofr 

• V • « * m m r Cromer, in 

against (towardB) evening, the twelfth day of March ; ^^'Jl^j'^^, 
wfaither the King sent on land Sir Bobert Chamberlain, 
Sir Gilbert Debenham, Knights, and others, trusting by 
tlieni to have Rome knowledge, how the land inward was 
disposed towards him, and 'specially the countries there 
near adjoining, as in part so they brought him knowledge 
from sudi as for that cause were sent into those parts, 
Iran his true servants and partakers within the hmd, 
whidi told them for certain, that those parts were right 
sore beset by the Earl of Warwick, and his adherents, 
and in especial by the Earl of Oxford, in such wise that 
of likelihood it niii^ht not be for his weal to land in that 
country ; and a great cause was, for the Duke of Nor- 
folk was had out of the country, and all the gentlemen 
to whom the Eail of Warwick bore any suspicion were 
afore that sent for by letters of privy seal, and put in 
ward about London, or ebe found surety ; nevertheless, 
the said two Knights, and they that came on land with 
them had right good cheer, and turned again to the sea. 
Whose report heard the King began to make course 
towards the noith paints. The same night following 
upon the mom, Wednesday and Thursday, the 14th day 



out. Comminei says he also sent 
bin 50,000 florina, with St. An- 

drcw's Cross. Moreover he pri- 
Tately hired fourteeu ships of the 
Easterlings to convey the King to 
finflaad, and to keep upon the 
coast a fortnight after his lamling, to 
conduct him back in caae of ueces* 



si^. Wh^all these ships were ready, 
Edwwrd disappearing, notice was 

sent to the Duke, who immediately 
ordered proclamation to he made, 
that none of his subjects should 
assist him, directly or indirectlj* 
upon pain r,f dradi. — {Hapin, vol. v. 
p. 63. CQmmtH€ii, Book 3, chap. 6.) 
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A.D. 1471. of March, fell great storms, winds and tempests upon 
the sea, so that the said 14th day, in great torment, he 

came to Humber-Head, where the other ships were dis* 
severed from him, and every from other, so that of 
necessity they were driven to land, every (one) far from 
(the) other. The King, with his ship alone, wherein 
was the Lord Hastings, his Chamberlain, and others to 
the number of five hundred well chosen men, landed 
within Humber on Holdemess side, at a place called 



I at Ravenspume, even in the same place, where sometime 

jccomponied the Usurper, Henry of Derby, alLei called King Henry 
Hosuags. the Fourth, landed, after his exile, contraiy and to the 
dissobeisance of his sovereign lord, King Richard the 
Second, whom after that he wrongfully distressed, and 
put from his reign, and regalia, and usurped it falsely to 
himself, and to his issue, from whom was lineally de- 
scended King Henry, at this time using and usurping the 
crown ; as son to hw ddest son, sometime called King 
gjci^ Ikiuythe Fifth. The Kings brother, Jvichard Duke 
GiTOc«ster, of (iloucester, and in his company three liun ln d men 
landed at another place, fom- miles from thence. The 
u^mu l"'^"' Rivers, and the fellowship being in his company, to 
Powte. number of two hundred, landed at a place called 

Powle, fourteen miles from whence the King landed, and 
the remainder of the feUowship where they might best 
get land. That night the King was lodged at a poor 
village two miles from his landing, with a few with Lim ; 
but that night and in the morning, the residue that 
were coming in his ship, the rage of the tempest some- 
what appeased, landed, and alway drew towards the King, 
The forces And on the mom, the 15th day of March, from every 
iS^,\%T^ landing place the fellowship came whole towards him. 
As to the folks of the country there came but right few 
to him, or almost none ;^ for by the sciuringe (assuring) 

* At hia landing he met with a cold reception and even tome oppo« 
sition from the country people, headed by one Weeferdalc* a prient.«>* 
{Siowt, p. 423.) 
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of sach persooSy aa for that cause were by his said iuo. mti. 
rebeb) sent before into those parts, for to move them to 
be against his Highness, the people were sore enduced 

to be contrary to him, and not to receive, nor accept 
him, iv^ for their Kincr: not\\ ithstandiiiL: for the love 
and favour, that before they iiad borne to the Prince, of 
full noble memory, his father, Duke of York, the people 
bore him ri^t great finrour to be also Duke of York, and 
to have that (wHch} of right apertained nnto him, by the 
right of the said noble Prince, his father. And upon 
this Ofmiion the people of the country which in great 
number and in divei*8 places were gathered, and in har- 
neSvS, (ready to resist him in chalpivTing of the Realm, 
and the crown) were disposed to content themselves, and 
in no wise to annoy him, nor his fellowship, they affirm- 
ing, that to such intent were (Mey) coming and none 
oth^. 'Whereupon the whole fellowship of the King's 
coming and assembled tog ether, he took adrise what was 
best to do, and concluded briefly, that albeit his enemies 
and chief rebels were in the south parts at London, and 
thereabout, and that the next way towards tliem had 
(to) be by Linculnahire, yet inasmuch, as if they sliould 
have taken that way, they must have gone presently to 
the water again, and passed over (the) Humber, which 
they abhorred for to do, and also for that if they so 
did, it would have been thought that they had withdrawn 
themselves for fear, which note of slander they were right 
loath to suffer ; — for these and other good considerations 
they determined in themselves not to go again to the 
water, but to hold the right way to his City of York. 
The King determined also, that for as long as ho should Marches to 
be in passuig through and by the eountiy, and to the time 
that he might by the assistance of his true servants, 
subjects and lovers, which he trusted verily in his pro* 
gress should come unto him, be of such might and 
puifssiiiice us that were likely tf^ make a sufficient party — 
he and ail ihonki of his fellowship sliouid uoise and say 
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A.D. 1471. openly, wheresoever they came, that hk intent and pur- 
^'^IS* poee^was only to claim to be Duke ot Yorii»aad to 
oni7d!di£U ^ ^ inhaitanee, that he wis bm unto 
S&fS^" by the right of the fnU noUe Prince, his fitther, and 

none other. Through whidi noising the people of the 
countr}% that were gathe red aiid assembled in divers 
places, to the nuiiil>er of six or seven thousand men, by 
the leatlin n; and guiding of a priest the vicar of * * * * *. 
(foid to be one Jokm WeiUrdale) in one place, and a 
gientleinen of the aame country called Mar^ of the 
Sea (2>e la Mere) to the intent to have lensted and 
letted (kmdered) him hie passage, by the stiring of his 
rebels, their ''complices, and adhefente, took occasion to 
owe and bear him favour in that quarrel, not discoveriiig 
nor rcniemlx J iiiLT, that his said father, besides that he 
woB rightfully Duke of York, he was also very true and 
rightwise inheritor to the realm and crown of England, 
&c. : (and so he was dedaied by {tie) ihiee estates of 
the tend at a pariiament holden at Westnunster, unto 
this day never repealed, nor revoked.)* And under this 
manner, he keeping forth his purpose with all his 
fello^^hip, took the ri^ii way to a good town called 
Beverley, being in his high way towards York. He sent 
to an other good town, walled, but six miles thence, 
called Kingston upon Hull, desiring the inhabitants to 
have opened it unto him; but they refused so to do, by 
the means and stiring of his rebels, which before had 
sent thither, and to all the country strict command- 
ments, willing and also charging them at all their 



* "It is incredible," says Hall, 
*' what elfect this new ima^nation 
(his claiming only the Duchy of 
Yotk) had upon the people. All 
men. moved with mercy and com- 
passion, b^an out of band, either 
to Ihmr Mm, or dae hot to ndft 
bioi.»»— (i/a//, p. 215.) T>»oo»- 
vince them of his sincerity, he wore 
an ostrich feather, the ensign of 



Prince Edward, in his hat, ttnd com- 
manded his followers to cry : * King 
Henry 1' wherever they came." — 

^ See note K All the Acts of Ed- 
ward's Reign were annulled ; this 
act of the Snccession, howeveTf 

havintr heen passed before hp fame 
to the throne, remained in f uU force. 
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poweiB to withstand the King, in case he there arrived. a.ik^i47i. 
And therefore leaving that town he k^t his way forth 

straight to York. And near this way were also assem- 
bled frrcai companies in divers places, much [)oople of 
the country as it was reported; but thoy came not in 
sight: but all these sulTered him to pass forth by the 
country, dther for that he and all his feUowship pre- 
tended by any manner {of) langoagOt none other 
qnanel, hot for the right that was his father's* the Duke 
of York ; or else for that though they were in number 
more than he, yet they durst not take upon them to 
make him any manifest war, knowing well the groat 
courage and hardiness, that he was of, with the perfect 
assurance of the fellowship that was with him ; or else, 
peradTenture, for that certain of their captains and 
gatherers were somewhat induced to be the more bene- 
volent» for money that the King gave them, wherefore 
the King keeping forth his way came before Yorir, (on) ArriTe* mt 
Monday the eiijhteenth day of the same month. Truth isuiof 
it is, that before the King came at the city, by three 
miles came unto him one, called Thomas Corners, Re- 
corder of ihe city, which had not been before that, 
named true to the King's party. He told him that it 
was not good for him to come to the city ; for either 
he should not be suffered to enter, or else in case he 
entered he was lost and tmdone, and all his* The 
King seeing so lar forth he wa^s in h'ls journey, that 
in no wise he might go back with that he had beguu, and 
that no good might tbiiow but only of hardies {U^rovgh 
firmness) [and] decreed in himself constantly to pursue 
that he had begun ; and rather to abide what God and 

''' To this aJdress from York, Ed- ] the King for the restitution of hi« 
ward replied : That he was not estates : that the Parliament ^tmuld 
come to take the crown from the be the jadge of his cause, uud de> 
King: that since the people had tired only to have tlir mtms ti pats 
dtdSiredforHenry, he acknowledged his days quietly." Holinsht d srivs 
Idoi for hit sovereign, and had no I be took a solemn oath before the 
iDttatiOa to do bim any pnjodioe : I Mayor and Aldanmn that ha Sd 
that he was only omne to requett i not intend to eldn theofomi* 
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JLD.wL good fortune would give him, though it were to him 

uncertain, rather than by lack or default of courage to 
buhtain reproach, that of likelihood thereby should have 
ensued. And «o therefore, notwithstaiidiiiLj the dis- 
couraging words of the JEtecorder, which had before 
suspecte (suspieUm) to him and his party, he kept boldly 
forth his journey straight towards the city. And 
Robert within a while came to him out of the city Robert 
Richard Clifford and Richard Burgh, which gave him and his 
MwMMdw- fellowship better comfort, affirming, that in the quarrel ^ 
aforesaid of his father, the Duke of York, he should 
be received, and sutiered to pass; wIk ii by, better isonie- 
what encouraged, he kept his way; nevertheless efte 
soones (soon after) came the said Corners, and put him in 
like discomfort as before. And so sometimes comforted, 
and sometimes discomforted, he came to the gates before 
the city, where his fellowship made a stop, and himself^ 
and sixteen or seventeen persons, in the leading of the 
Enters York .Sill d Cliflbrd and Richard Burgh, passed even in at the 
March 18,' gatcs, and came to the woi-sliii fnl folks, which were 
assembled a litUe within the gates, and shewed them the 
intent and purpose of his comings in such form and 
with such manner (of) hinguage, that the people con- 
tented them (Mehes) therewith, and so received him and 
all his fellowship that night, when he and all his fellow- 
ship abode and were refreshed well, to (till) they had 
dined on the mora, and then departed out of the city to 
Tadcaster, a town of the Karl of Northumberland, ten 
miles southwards. And on the morrow after that, he 



^ " He came in sight of York, and 
luving advanced too far to recede 

pushed boldly on for that city. 
Within a mile of that city lie was 
met by two of the inhabitants, who 
came out to tell him that if he only 
aspired to hi.s filhei 's dignity and 
possessions, he would be received 
with friendship and suffered to paw 
forward."— (SrWuer, vol. v.p. 344.) 



^ It is a noble trait in the cha- 
racter of Edward tiiat h« thts 

threw himself, as it were, into the 
hands of his subjects. Having 
stated hi^ limited wishes, the heads 
of the city admitted the whole of 
his followers for the iiij^lif, rt-freshed 
ihem, and after dinner on the fol> 
lowing day auffisred tlwin to de|kart 
for Tiidcaater. 
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took his w»y towards Wakefield and Sendall, a great a.d. i47I. 
lordship ai^p^taining to the Duke of York, leavuig the IpgSa m r. 
Castle of Pomiret on his left hand, where abode and 
was the Mai^uis of Montague, that in no wise troubled 
him, nor none of his fellowship ; but suffered him to Marqui« or 

. Montague 

pass in peaceable wise ; were it with p^ood will or no,^ w«n 
men may judge at their pleasiure : - 1 deem ye [yea] ; 
but truth it is, that he neither had [not], nor could 
[not] have gathered, nor made a fellowship of number 
sufficient to have openly resisted him in his quarrel, 
neither in King Henry's quarrel. And one great cause RtMons why 
was, (that) for great part of the people in those parts feySto^' 
loved the King s person well, and oonid not be eneou- 
raged directly to du against him in that (juarrel of tlie 
Duke of York, which, in all manner [<)j'] language of 
all his fellowship, was covertly pretended and none 
other. Another great cause was for (i/uu) great part n. The Rari 
of like] noblemen and commons, in those parts, were h!nd s?n."^~ 
(incUned) towards the Earl of Northumberhuid,^^ and 
would not stir with any lord or nobleman other than the 
said Earl, or at least by his commandment. And, for 
so umch as he sat still, in such wise that if the Marquis 
would have done his business to have assend)led them 
in any maimer {of) quarrel, neither for his love, which 
they bare him not, nor for any commandment of higher 
auldiority, they neither would in no cause, nor quarrel 

* The Mttrqait of Montag«e, | the Earl of NorChumberltiid't ad- 
'■wlkomthe King entirely loved," vice." — (Warkwort?i*ft Chronicle.) 
was in the Castle of Pomfret, Tlmt I The neutrality of the Earl of North- 



tbe Marquis was hrua in tiie luter- 
«■!■ of Wannck, tobieqaent ofants 
fully prove. It is therefore pro- 
bable, that like Naj[K>leoa ia our 
own times, Bd««rd ontnuihed Ui 
enemiea by the raplditj of hia 
movements. 

* Tbe Earl would appear to 
have written to the King when 
abroad, for Edwsrd "shewed the 



umberland greatly influenced the 
public feeling towards the King. 
Had it not been f n- tli:- rirrum- 
stauce, it is probable that the Mar* 
quia of Montagne would have en- 
deaTOttied to prevent bis progresa. 
Being uncertain of succour from 
other quartern, he felt himself too 
weak to oppose the Yorkists sac- 
cessfully, and consitlrrcd he acted 



Earl's letfer he sent to him under i wisely in retaining his strength 
bis seal, aud said he came there by ' entire for tbe forUicoming struggle. 
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1471. have assisted him. Wherein it may right well appear, 
that the said Earl, in this behalf, did the King right 
good and notaUe service; and as it is deemed in the 
oonoeits of many men, he oonM not have done him any 

better service, no not though he had openly declared 
himself extremely part-taker with the King in his 
righteoiiH quarrel, and, for that intent, hnw iratliered 
and assembled all the people tliat he might have made ; 
for, howbeit he loved the King truly and perfectly, as 
the King there of had certain knowledge, and would, 
as of himself and all his power have served him iniely; 
yet was it deemed, and likely it was to he true, tlmt 
many gentlemen and others, which would have been 
raised by him, would not so fully and extremely have 
dctcriiiiiied themselves in the King's right and quarrel, 
as the £arl would have done himself; having fresh in 
their remembrance, how that the King, at the first 
^terii^ of his right to the Realm and Crown of 
England [and] had, and won, a gr^t battle*^ in those 
same parts, where their Master, the Earl's father, was 
slain, (with) many of their fatliers, their sons, their 
brethren and kinsmen, and many others of their neigh- 
bours ; wherefore, and not without cause, it was thought, 
that they could not have borne very good will, and done 
their best service to the King at this time, and in this 
quarrel. And so it may be reasonably judged, that this 
was a notable good service, and politically done by the 
Earl. For his sitting still caused the city of York to 
do as they did, and no worse, and every man in all those 
north parts to sit still also, and suffer the King to pass 
as he did, notwithstanding many were right evil disposed 
of themselves against the King, and in especiall, in his 
quarrel. Wherefore the King may say as Julius Ceesar*' 



The Battle of Toutoii, fought 
Mtieli29th, 1461. See note", p. 7. 

* Fieelwood'^i MS. had probably 



only J. C, which, Bingularly enough, 
Stowe interpreted Julias Caesar. 

The ])Ms«a!Te occurs in the Gospel oC 
St. Luke, chap. xi. v. 23. 
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**he ihat Is not against me is with me.^ And^^^-i^^* 

(an) other right great cause, why the Marquis made not "ng^lSen 
a fellowship against him, for to have troubled him, {was ",^^,,^40^ 
that) for th(Mii;h all the King's (fellowship) at that J^^^i jSi* 
season were not many in number, yet they were so (such) "^JfJI^Tio 
able, and so (such) well picked men, and in their work 
they had on hand ao willing^ that it had been right haid 
to rigfat-a-great (a trnefy great) feUowBhip, much greater 
than they» or greater than that, the Marquis or his 
friends at that time could have made or assembled, to 
have put the King, and his said fellowship, to any dis- 
tress. And (an) other cause (was), whereas he cnme iv. The 

^ V /7 people Uuitif 

through the country there, the people took (held) an 5|-'^'*!^'[?>^f,j 
opinion, that if the people of the countries, where Jj^'^'j^^^nR 
through he had passed before, had owed him any man- c<Muiti«do. 
ner of malice, or evil wiD, they would somewhat have 
shewed it, when he was amongst them; but inasmuch 
as no man had so done before, it was a declaration, and 
evidence to all tlii »s( 1 v whom he passed after, that in 
all the othor coviiitrit s were none but his u'nod lovers; 
and great folly it had been to the latter countries to 
have attempted that the former countries would not; 
thinking v^y that in such case, they, as his lovers, 
would rather have aided him, than he cdiould have been 
distressed ; wherefore he passed with much better wiU. 

About Wakefield, and in those parts, came some folks Paeses 
unto him, but not so many as he supposed would have wakeHeid, 
come ; nevertheless his number was increased. And so and Notung- 

A 1 i 1 fl ^ ^ /» » ham, Marcil 

from thence he passed forth to Doncaster, and so forth 34, 147i. 
to Nottingham.^ And to that town came unto him two 



^ 'Mn his march from York to j 
London, instead of e^oinsr through 
Pontefract, where the Marquis of 
Monli^lM lay encamped, he took a 

compass of about four milrs, anri ■ 
came to Nottingham, where Sir 
Tliot. Parr, Sir James Harru^ton, 
Sir Williiin Stanfey, Sir Thot. 



Burgh, Sir Thomti Mon^merj, 

Sir William Norrig, &c., repaired 
to hio). Here they persuaded him 
to issue out a prodamatioii m 
King, saying they would serve nO 
man but a King.** — (Hall, p. 215. 
Stowtt p. 423. HoUmked, p. 
1329.) 
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A.D. 1471. |]rood Knights Sir William Tan, and Sir James iiar- 
w"pirJ.^i^d rington, with two good bands of men well arrayed and 
ulrri^^, habled (fitted) for war, (to) the number of six hun- 
r«iu»m. dred men. The King being at NottiDgham, and before 
he came there, {having) sent the scours (scouts) all 
about the countries adjoining, to spy and search if any 
gatherings were in any place agunst him; some of 
whom came to Newark,^* and understood well, that there 
The Duke of was, wlthin the town, the Duke of Exeter, the Earl of 
i^ttiaoiford Oxford, tlic Lord T'lardolph, and otliti s with great fel- 
flee fkoni lowship, which the Earl and they had gathered in Essex, 
in Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshiro, Huntingdonshire, 
and Lincolnshire, to the number of four thousand men. 
The said Duke and Earl having knowledge that the said 
fonydars (tpies) of the King's had been before the town 
in the evening, thinking verily, that the King and his 
whole host were ap])roaching near, and would have come 
upon them, deterujiried shortly within themselves, that 
(i^) might not abide his coming* Wherefore eaily, 
libout two of the clock in the morning, they fled out of 
the town, and there they lost part of the people, that 
they had gathered and brought with them thither. 
Truth it was, that when the King's afomeriders (geauU) 
had thus espied their being (there), they ascertained the 
King thereof at Nottingham, which incontinent assem- 
bled all his fellowship, and took the straight way to- 
them-wards, within three miles of the town. And there 
came to him certain tidings, that they were fled out 
of Newark, gone and dispersed; wherefore he returned 
again to Nottingham, determined to keep the next and 
right way towards his said great Rebel, the Eari of 



" See Fmin*§ Letters, vol. U. 

p. 59, Sec. The Earl of Oxford 
issued letters from Bury, stating 
the luidiiif : of Edward, and calUnf 

upon the gentry of the country he 
commanded, to meet him at Lynn 
iu full array, to proceed to Newark, 



on Friday, the 22nd of March. 

He adds r " where, with the leave 
ot God, 1 shall not fail to be at 
Uitt time ; intending firom thenoe 
to go forth with the help of God, 
and you, my friends, to the re-en* 
counter of the said enemiet.'* 
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Warwick^ the which he knew well was departed out a.i>. 1471. 
of London, and come into Warwickshire, where he be- 

stired him (self) and in the countries near adjoining', to 

iisscHible all that he might, to the intent to \m\ v made a 
mighty field against the KiiiLi-. and to have distressed 
him. Wherefore from Nottiny^ham the Kins took the FioctcdBto 

Lilmter* 

straight way towards him by Leicester ; but as soon as - 
he heard of the King's coming onwards and approaching 
near, either, for that (Atf) thought him (Melf) not to he 
of sufficient power to give him battle, in that phun field, 

or else, for that he lacked hardies (firmness) and 
courage so to do, albeit he had assembled gi-cater num- 
ber than the King had at that time, (tor by the pre- 
tended authority of Henry, then called King, he was 
constituted Lieutenants^ of EngUuid ; and whereas he 
could not raise the people with good will, he straightly 
charged them to come forth upon pain of deaths) he 
withdrew himself, and all his fellowship, into a strong emi or w«r. 
walled town there near by him, called Coventry. Coventry. 

At Leicester came to the King right-a-fair (a ri.e Kmg is 
trull/ fair) fellowship of folks to the number of three Lei««ter by 
thousand men well habyled (fitted) for the wars, such as umm * 
were verily to he trusted, as those that would utterly 
inparte (take part) with him at best and worst in his 
quand, with all their force and might, to do him their 
ime service. And in substance they were such as were 
towards the Lord Hastings, the King's Chamberlain, 
and, ibr that intent above said, came to him, stirred by 
his messages sent unto them, and by his servants, friends, 
and lovers, such as were in the country. And so better 
accompanied than he had been at any time before^ he 



TJfiitenant nf England. "Be- ' been joined by Sir William Parr 
sides this, the Earl ot Warwick, as , and Sir James Harrington, with 
MM to whom the Commonwealth | 600 followers, so that with Umio 
wa^ nnirh beholden, was made 3,000 additional men, "who were 
Ruler and Governour of the towards the Lord Hastings," his 
Rcolmo.** — {Hall, p. 2B6.) army now mnoimted to aboot 6«000 * 

^ At NottlnglMm Bdwtrd had fightiiig bmii. 
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A.D. 1471. deputed from LeioeBter» Mud came before the town of 
r^w^bifL Coventry the 29th day of March. And when he under- 

the aaid Earl withm the town (was) dosed, and 
ii'ck,M«ch with him great (many) people to the number of six 
29,1471. or se?en thousand men, the Kinf^ desired him to come 
out with all his people into tlie field, to determine bis 
quarrel in plain field, which the same Earl refused to 
do at that time, and so he did three da}'s after-ensuing 
oontinnally. The King seeing this, drew hhn (self) and 
all lu0 host straight to Warwick ei^t small miles from 
Warwick. where he was received as Kii^, and so made his 

proclamations '7 from that time forwards ; where he took 
his lodcnnc^, weening thereby to have given the said Earl 
greater courage to have essayed out of the town of 
Coventry, and to have taken the field ; but he would not 
so do. Nevertheless daily came certain persons on the 
said Eari's behalf to the King, and made great moynes 
(compkttnU,) and desired him to treat with him, for some 
good and expedient appointment. And, how-be^it, the 
King, by the advice of his Councilors, j^ranted the said 
Earl liis life, and nil liis ]>oople being there at that time, 
offtetomt and divers other iair oilers made him, consideriiig his 
of Warwick, great and heinous offences; which seemed reasonable, 
dKUacdL* and that for the weal of peace and tranquillity of the 
Reahn of England, and far thereby to avoid the effiision 
of Christian blood, yet he neither would accept the sud 
offers, nor accord thereunto, but if (unless) he might 
have had such unrcaisonable (aji) appointment, as miglit 



Warkworth says the Earl 
would have fought, but that " he 
had received a letter from Ae Dolce 
of Ckrence that he should not fight 
until he came.'* The Croyland 
annalist, however, aajs the £arl 
did not dam to Ught with tiio 
King."— (Croy/. Cotit. 554.) 

Hall says these prtn Umatioiis 
had already been issued at Not- 
tingham, but this it piobohlj a 
wMkt, The King's imj till BOW 



had scarcely numbered 3,000 men ; 
and had the £arl of Warwick but 
banrded a battle, eren with the 
present increased troops, when thm 
cbullenged by Edward, it w raoft 
likely that the Royal »'.-my would 
have been annihilated} for, ftmn 
the position of Clarence, it raay be 
presumed, he was alone actuated 
by self-interest, and would have 
indined towards the vietor, who- 
ever he migfat be. 
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not in any wise stand with the King's homw and a.d. i47i. 
surety. 

Here is fo be remembered how that at such season 
before, as wh^ the King was in HoUand, the Duke of Cb- 

rence,^® the King's second brother, considering the great 
inconveniences whereunto as well his brother the King, 
he, and his brother, tiie Duke of Gloucester, were fallen 
unto, through and by the division that was betwixt them, 
whereunto, by the subtle compassing of the £arl of 
Warwick, and bis 'complices, th^ were brought, and 
induced (led into;) — as, first to be remembered, the 
disinheriting of them all from the Realm and Crown 
of England, and that thereto appertained ; and, besides 
that, the mortal war and detestable likely to fall betwixt 
them ; and, over this, that it was evident that to what 
party so ever God would grant the victory, that, not- 
withstanding the winner should not be in any better- 
surety therefore of his own estate and person, but abide 
in as great, or greater, danger than they were in at that 
time. And, in especiall, he considered well that himself 
was had in great suspicion, despite, disdain, aud liatred, 
with all the lords, noblemen, and othci-s, that were adhe- 
rents, and full partakers with Henry the Usurper, Mar- 
garet his wife, and his son Edward, called Prince : ho 
saw also, that they daily khoured amongst them (iefo«»), 
breaking their appointments made with him, and of like- 
lihood after that should continually more and more fer- 
vently intend, conspire, and procure, the destruction of 
him, and of all his blood, wherethrough it appeared also, 
that the Realm and Reo^alia should remain to such as 
thereunto might not in any wise have any righteous 



^ " As for tidiogfl, here in this { men lunt the gorget on their 
country be many tales, and none i breasts, and the Rose over it. And 
accord with other. It is told me it is said that the Lord Howard 
hf th« under thiriff tiisl my Lord bath proelauned King E. (dward) 
of CUrence it gone to his brother King of England in Suffolk." — 
tho late King; insomnch that his (FoiionLetien, voL ii. p. 63.) 

B 



Digitized by Google 



50 THB BRiaN OF BDWARD tV. [PLUBTWOOd's 

A.D. 1471. title. And, for that it waa umuitiiTal,. and against God, 
to sulFer any auch war to continue and endure betwixt 

them, if it might otherwise be, and, for other many and 
great considerations, that by right wise men and virtuous 
were laid beture him, in many beli.ilt's, Ik \\as agreed to 
intend to some good appointment for thia paciiication. 
I t in . By right covert ways and means were good mediators 
iHck, and ' and mediatrixes* the hi§^ and mighty Prinoeasy my Lady 
pondence thoiT motfaeT my Lady of Exeter, my Lady of Suf* 
n«fe««f kUk, their siateni; my Lord Cardinal of Canterbury; 



ftaj««h« my Lord Bath ; my Lord of Essex ; and most 'specially, 
•niwi. ii\y Lady ul" iturgundy; and other (ways and means) by 
mediations of certain priests and other well disposed 
persons. About (During) the King*a being in Holland, 
and in other parts beyond the sea, great and diligent 
labour with all efifect was oontinually made by the right 
and mighty princeaa, the DuchesB of Burgundy, which 
at no season eeaaed to send her servants and messengers 
to the King, where (ever) he was, and to my said Lord 
The Duke of of Clarenco, into England; nnd s^o did his very goud 
over to devoir (endeavour) in that behalf, my Lord of Hastings, 
the King's Chamberlain, to (so) that a p^ect accord 
was iqppointed^ aeeorded, oomduded» and assured betwixt 
them ; wherein the said Duke oC Clarence full honour- 



ably and truly acquitted him (self) ; for, as soon as he 

was ascertained of the King^s arrival in the north parts, 
he assembled nnon isuch as would do for him, and as 
soon as ii,<)(lly (well) might, drew towards the King, 
him to aid and assist against all his enemies, accom- 
panied with more than four thousand (men). The King 
(at) that time being at Warwick, and understanding his 



w This was Cicely, dangkter of 

Ralph Neville, first Earl of West- 
moreland. Of her large family we 
here find mentioned, besides Ed- 
ward the Fourth, and Ms brothers 
the ]>QkM of Clarence and Gloa* 



eeater, ct Ma^aret, aianied to 

the Dulce of Bargundy; Anne, the 
Wife of Henry Holland, Duke of 
Exeter ; and Elizabeth, Wife of 
John de la Fdit, Doke of Soffolk 
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near approaching, upon an afternoon isGnied out of War- a.d. i«ru 
wick, with all hia feUowahip, hy the apace of three milea, 
into a fair field towarda Banbuy, where he aaw the 
Doke, his brother, in fair array come towards lum, with 

a great ieliuwsliip. .\nd, when they were together within 
less than half a mile, the King set his people in array 
the banners (displayed), and left them standing still, 
taking with him his brother of Gloucester, the Lord 
Riyera, Lord Haatinga, and (a) few otheta, and went 
towards hia brother of Clarence. AxuL in like wise the Ha* 

^ tion of tbe 

Dnke for his part, taking with lum a few noble men, ^^^^ 
and leaving his host in good order, departed from them 

towaids the King. And so they met betwixt both 
hosts, where was riglit kind and loving language betwixt 
them two, with perfect accord knit together for ever 
hereafter, with as heartily loving cheer and countenance 
aa might be betwixt two brethren of so great nobility 
and estate. And then, in like wise, spake together the 
two Dnkes of Clarence and Gloncester, and after {thai) 
the other noblemen being there with them, whereoi all 
the people there that loved them, and owed them their 
true servaunts {service,) were right glad and joyous, and 
thanked God highly of that joyous meeting, unity, and 
accord, hopuig, that thereby should grow unto them 
proeperoiis fortmie, in all that they should after that 
have a {to) do. And then the trumpets and minstreb 
blew up, and with that the King brought his brother 
Clarence, and such as were there with him to his fellow- 
ship, whom the said Duke welcomed into the land in his 
best manner, and they thanked God, and him, and ho- 
noured him as it appertained. After this, the King yet 
leaving his host standing still, with the said few persons 
went with his brother of Clarence to his host, whom he 
heartily welcomed, and promised him largely of his grace 
and good love, and from thence they all came altogether Their forces 
to the Kind's host, when either party welcomed and ^^illeed'to 
jocundly received the other, with perfect friendliness, 

E 2 
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TheDulw 

attempts a 

retoiKilla- 
Mon \\ It h 
Wurwick. 



Warwick 



and, so with great gladness, both linsts with their 
princes, together wont to Warwick witii tlie Ivmg, aiid 
there lodged, and in the country near adjoining. 

of Soon after this the Duke of Clarence, being right 
desirous to have procured a good accord betwixt the 
King and the Earl of Warwick ; not only for the Earl, 
but also for to reconcile thereby unta the King's good 
grace many lords and noble men of his land ; of whom 
many had largely taken part with the Karl , aiul this for 
the weal of f)eace and tranquihty in tln^ land, and in 
avoiding of cruel and mortal war, that of the contrary 
ivas likely, in shortime, to ensue ; — ^he made therefore 
his motions as well as to the King, as to the Earl, by 
messages sending to and fro, both for the well above 
Bud, as to acquit him {self) truely and kindly in the 
love he bare unto him, and his blood, whereunto he was 
allied hy the marriage of his daughter. The Kinar, at 
the instance of his said brother, the Duke, was content 
to shew him largely his grace, with divers good condi- 
tions, and profitable for the Earl, if that he would have 
accepted them. But the Earl, whether he in manner 
deflfMuied of any good [par]-durable continuance of good 
accord betwixt the King and him (selfi) for time to 
come, considering so great attempts by him coinitted 
against the King ; or else, lor that willing to entertain 
the great promises, 'pacts, and oaths, to the contrary, 
made solemnly, and also privately sworn to the French 
King, Queen Margaret, and her son, Edward, in the 

' quarrel of them, and of his own seeking, where from be 
could not depart without great slander; or else, for 
that he had afore thought, and therefore purveyed (prO' 
vUed) that in case he might not get to have the over- 
hand of the King, his means were found of sure and 



• The Duke'B forces amounted 
to 4,000, and those of the King to 
about 7,000. Thus from his first 
landiog at Rat enipane on the 14tli 



of March, in little more dum o 

fortnight he: fdund him<:f If at the 
bead of an army of 11,000 well 
eliosen meu. 
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certain escape, by the sea, toCalais,^^ which was ensured a.d. 1471. 
to himself in every case, that might happen (to) him, so 
that it might fortune him to come thither; or else, for that 

certain persons being with him in company, as the Earl 
ot Oxford and others, being disposed in extreme malice 
af^.niist the King, wonld not suti'er him to accei)t any 
manner of appointment, were it reasoiiable or unreason- 
able, but caused him to refuse all manner of appoint- 
ments; which as many men deem was the T^y cause of 
none aoceptmg of the King's (^race), wherefore all such 
treaty broke and took none e^^. 

In this mean season of tlic King's being at Warwick, 
came to the Earl of W arwick to Coventry, the Dukr of 
Exeter, the Marquis of Montague, the Earl of Oxford, 
with many others in great number, by whose then 
coming da^y grew and increased the fellowship of that 
party. The King with his brethren this considering, 
and that in no wise he could provoke him to come out 
of the town, not thinking it behoveful to assail, nor to 
tarry for the assieging thereof ; as well for avoidance of 
great slauirhtcr that should tliereby ensue, and for that 
it was thought more expedient to them to draw towards Bdwwd 
London, and there, with help of God, and the assistance towanls 
of his true lords, loveis, and servants, which were there, ApHiTti^ 
in those parts, in great number ; knowing also that his 
principal adversary, Henry, with many (of) his partakers 
were at London, there usurping, and using the authority 
royal, which barred and letted (hindered) the King of 
many aids and assistances, that he should and might h;i\ (» 
had, in divers parts, if he might once shew himself of 
power to break the authority ; wherefore by the advise 



See the enrlove plan of Calais 

Erefixed to the present Tolumc. The 
lail't pt^ttlarity as Captaia of Ca- 
Ida waa ao great, that, within a few 
minutes of the arrival of the news 
of the reatonitioa of Uenrj VI. 



everybody in the town, from the 
richest to the poorest, placed the 
Earl's badge on his cap. This fever 
of eieitenieiit is graphloally painted 
by Commines, who was an eye-wit- 
ness of it.— (Vol. i. p. 202.) 
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i1:iv. April 
ail, 1471. 



A.D. 1471. of Ilia said brothers and other of his council* he took 

I L i poee to London wardi, and bo departed from War- 
wick ; yet efte eones ($6m after) shewing him (self) and 

his host bt?f()re Coventry, and desiring the said Earl, and 
his fellowship, to conic out, and for to determine his 
quarrel by battle, which he and they utterly refused; 
wherefore the King and his brothers kept forth their 
purpose southwarda.^ And this was the 6th day April, 
the Friday. 

On the Saturday* the King with aU hia host, came to 
a town caDed Daventry, where the King with great 

devotion heard all divine service upon the morn, Palm- 
Sunday, in the paiish church, where God and Saint 
Anne, shewed a fair miracle ; a good piognostic of good 
adventure, that after should befall unto the King by the 
hand of God, and mediation of that holy matron, Saint 
Anne. For* so it was, that afore that, time* the King 
being out of his reahn, in great trouble* thought, and 
heaviness, for the misfortune and adversity that was fallen 
him, full often, and specially iipuu the sea, he prayed to 
God, our Lady, and Saint Georo^o, and. amongst other 
saints, he specially prayed Saint Anne to help him, 
where that he promised, that at the next time that it 
should hiqppen (to) him to see any imsge of Seint Anne* he 
should thereunto make his prayers, and give his ofoing 
in the honour and worship of that blessed Saint. So it 
fell, that the same Palm Sunday, the King went in pro- 
cession, and all the peo{>le after, in good devotion as the 
service of tliat day asketh, and when the procession was 
come into the church* and by order of the service were 



It is impossible to understand 
the policy of the Earl of Warwick 
in not attMldng the King* when 
tUi ImI defiance was given. He 
bftd been joined by all his followers, 
and tbo^h Clarence had deserted 
to tbe he could not fear 

treachery from the Duke of Exeter, 
the Mar^ui« oi Montague* and the 



Earl of Oxford, who now added 
their forces to his. He most have 
ioen the folly of allowing the King 
to obtain the custody of Henry, in 
vi-hojip name and authority hp artcd, 
and which his riTal's march &outh- 
ward anflieiently Indicated to be hia 
ol^lect in nuainf the liq^* 
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come to that place, where the veil should be drawn up wu 
before the Rood, {Cross) that all the people ahaU honour 
the Rood, with the anthem: ^^Avs,'* three times 
begun, — ^m a piUar of the church dkectly before the 
I)lace, where the King kneeled, and devoutly honoured 
the Rood, ^\as a little image of Saint Anne, made of 
alabaster, standing fixed to the pillar, 'closed and 
clasped together with four boards, suiall, painted, and 
going round about the imi^, in (the) mamier of a com- 
pass, like as it is to {be) see (n) eommonly, and all about^ 
whereat mh. images be wont to be made for to be sold, 
and set up in churches, chapels, crosses, and <»atories, in 
many places. And this image was thus shut, closed, and 
clasped, according to the rules, that in all the churches 
of England be observed ; all images to be hid from Ash 
Wednesday to Easter day in the morning. And so the 
said image had be^ from Ashwednesday to that time* 
And even suddenly, at that season of the service^ the 
boards, 'compassing the image about, gave a great erack, 
and a little opened ; which the King well peredved and 
all the people about him. And anon, after the boards miwcI* of 
drew and closed together again, without any man 6 hand, 
or touching, and, as though it had been a thing done 
with a violence, with a greater mig^t it opened all 
abroad, and so the image stood, open and discoverd, in 
(the) sight of all the people there being. The Kin^^ 
this seeing, thanked and honoured €tod, and Saint Anne^ 
taking it for a good sign, and token oi good and pros- 
perous adventure, that God would bend iiini [aid) in that 
he had to do, ami romembering his promise, he honoured 
God and iSaint Anne, in that same place, and gave his 
c^erings. AU those, also, that were present, and saw 
tins, worshipped, and thanked God and Saint Anne 
there, and many oflbred ; takmg of this sign, shewed by 
the power of God, good help* of their good speed for to 
come. 

* Mr. Bruce •nggwto ihe mdings k9p9, for k^. 
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A D 1471. The King irom that town went to a good town^ called 
Northampton, where he was well reoeived, and from 

Sr*^^ thence took the next way towards London, leaviDg al* 
ways behind him, in his journey, a good band of spears 

and archers {for) his bchind-riders (rear guard) to 
'counter, if it needed, such of the Earl's party, as. ])erad- 
vcnture, he should have sent to have troubled him on 
the backhalfe, (reary) if he 60 had done. 

Here it is to be remembered, that (in this season of 
the King's coming towards, and being at WarwidE, and 
of the coming to him of his brother the Duke of Chrenoe) 
Edmund, calling himself Duke of Somerset,^ John of 
Somerset, his brother, called Marquis Dorset, Thuinxs 
Courtney,^ calling himself the Earl of Devonshire, being 
Mtws ot at Lcmdon, had knowledge out of Fi'ancc, tliat (^ueen Mar- 
^r^uduit garet, and her son called. Prince of Wales, the Countess 
of Warwick, the Prior of Saint John^s, the Lord Wen- 
lock, with many other (of) their adherents and part- 
takers, with all that ever they might make, were Veady at 
the sea-side coming, purj)osing to arrive in the West 
Country ; wherefore they departed out of London, and 
went into the west parts, and there bestired themselves 
right greatly to make an assembly of as much people, 
for to receive them at their coming, them to accompany, 
fortify, and assist, agsinst the Kii^, and all his partakers, 
in the quanek of Henry, called King, and occupying the 
^ regalia for that time. And true it was, that she, her 
f?5nce of son, the Countess of Warwick, the Lords, and other of 

Wales, and 

counteMof thcir fcllowshii), eiiterod their ships for that intent the 
twenty-fourth of March,^ and so continued their abode 



Wiirwick re- 
main wind- 

bOUri:! frum 

toApiilUCli 



» Edmund Bmifiirt, Doke of 

Somerset , an adherent to Henry VI. 
and Queen Margaret, Commander 
st the Battle of Tewkeabarj, which 

being lost, lie fled to Sanctuary, 
whence he was taken and beheaded, 
bis death adding but another crime 
to the dark catalogue of those com- 
mitted by the selfish Bdward. 



M In a letter dated Aug. 5, 1470, 
Sir John Fsston says: " Corfpvyryes 
be landed m I>eoeiuchyer and tker 
rtwU** so that the Barl had as- 
sumed his forfeited title. — (Pm/oi» 
LelfpvH. vol. ii. p. 48.) 

' Uueen Margaret and the young 
Princeof Wales tookshippingatHar- 
fieur on the 24th of If areh { and, by 
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in their shipS) or (ert) they might land in £)n|^d, to a.d. wu 
the thirteenth day of April, for defoiilt of good wind» 
and for great tempests upon the sea, that time, as who 

saith {one should sat/) continuing by the space oi' twenty 
days. 

But leave we this, and return again to the King s Edwam 
progress, in his journey towards London, telling how, 
that he came upon the Tuesday, the ninth day of April, 
from whence he aent eomfortaUe meaaagea to the Queen 
to Westminater, and to his true Lorda, servants, and 
lovers, being at London : whereupon, by the most covert 
ijieans that they could, {tJiey) advised and practised, how 
that he miglit be received, and welcomed, at his said 
city of London. The Earl of Warwick knowing this, his 
journeying and approaching to London, sent his letters 
to than the city, willing and charging them to resist 
him, and let (kinder) the recdving of him and his. He 
wrote also to his brother, the Archbishop of York,^ 
desiring him to put him in the uttermost devoir (en- 
deavour) he could, to provoke the city against him, and 
keep him out, for two or three days; proiiii^.iii^^ that lie 
would not fail to come with gi*eat puissance on the back 
half (rear), trusting utterly to distress, and destroy him, 
and his, as to the same he had by his other writinga 
charged the mayor, and the aldermen, and the oommoDS 
(coKiietO of the city. 

Hereupon, the ninth day of April, the Archbishop 



Usliop«f 



one of those tingiilar ooinddeiieM, 

which givenn air of romance to real 
events, it was not till Easter Sun- 
day, April the 14th, the day on 
whicb ill tbehopwof the Hoose of 
Ijancast<»r were dcfitrovrtl at Bamet, 
that adverse winds and tempests 
permitted them to land at wey- 



2* Geoi^e Neville, brother of the 
Earl of Werwidt, eiid tlie Marquis 



of Montague, was create Biabop of 

Exeter, in 1455, befoT% wns 20 
yeara of age. In 1460 he was made 
Chancellor, and 1466 translated to 
Yoric. He seems to have fttUen 
into poverty after the restoration 
of Edward IV.— (See Pa»toH Let- 
l«f«, ToL ii. p. 35, and also : (M* 
winde Praesulibus,wheTt Edward'a 
conduct towards him seems the 
effect of the busiest of passions, 
avarice.) 
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A.D, wu called unto him together, at Saint Paula, within tlie 
tSU^UfXS ^ London such lorda, geuUemen, and othefs^ 

aa wove of that party (and) aa many men in hameaa of 
their aervanta, and othera, aa they ooidd make, whidi in 
rMMwiui all i)a.ssed not in number six or seven thousand men, and, 
vj^ through thei-euiMJii, caused Henry,27 called King, to take a horse 
and ride from St. Pauls through Cheape, and so made a 
circuit about to Walbnx)k» aa the general proeeaaion of 
London hath been aeeuatomed, and ao returned again to 
St. Paula, to the Biahop'a Palaoe» wbeire the aaid Heniy 
at that time was lodged, — aoppoeing, that, when he had 
shewed him in thia array, they should have provoked the 
citizens and the inhabitants of the city to have stood, 
and conio to thoni, and fortified {stieiiythencd) that 
Bntttacdti- party; but truth it that tlie imlcrB of the city were at 
^Hth apathf the council, and had set men at all the gates, and wards, 
MMim."^' and, they seeing by thia manner of doing, that the power 
of the aaid Heniy, and his adherents, waa ao little, and 
feeble aa there and then waa shewed, they could thereby 
take no courage to draw to them, nor to fortify their 
j)arty ; and, for that they iearod, but rather the contrary, 
for so much as they saw well, that if they would so 
have done, their might was so httle, that it w as not for ' 
them to have once attempted to have resisted the King, 
ftliluiUblL. ^ ^ conung, whidi apfMroached near unto the city, and 
was that night at St. Albans. They also of the city m 



^ The condact of the ArchbUhop 
of York in thus exhibiting the 
King, Henry VI., entirely failed in 
the objfct hp hntl in view. The 
Citiieu& oi Loailon were thask, aa 
ialbtera tines, governed diieSybj 
self-interest. Henry's hablta were 
religions, nnd his house expenses 
even parsimonious. The rich traders 
of tae metropolii loved, a gay 
court, am! the consequent expendi- 
tore caused by Masques and Rereb. 
The Citizens' wives, however, are 
Mid to lunre bad no smell hand in 



throwing open the gates to the re- 
cently deposed king. " The Citi- 
zens opened their gates freely to 
him, beinfr ItnluofJ therrtn ; t. by 
his many friends, who had taken 
finctnary, and particularly by the 
Queen, Us wife ; ii. beomse he 
owed manv merchants great sums, 
I which otherwise had been loet s and 
I in. as BdwBid liad been ftunlHar 
with the wives of the chief Citixens, 
they persuaded their husbanH« to 
dechu-e for him." — iComnntux, 
book iii. chap. 7.) 
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great nmnber, and namelj of the moai wofshipfiol, were a.d. un, 
fully dispoeed to &?oiir the King, End to have the city 
open unto him at his coming. They of tiie city aim con- 
sidered, that he was notably well accompanied with many 
good, able, and well-willed men, which, for no power, 
nor, no resistance that might be made, would spare to 
attempt, and support the taking the city, by all ways 
poseihle ; whereof they should not have &iled, eonaid«p- 
ing that the King^ at that time, had many gteat and 
mighty friends^ loven, and serviton, within the aaid 
city, which would not have failed by divers enterprises 
(/(/) Iiave made the citv oi)en unto him ; as this miffhtThe dtii«i» 

Hut be unkiidwa uiilo ritiht manv of the said citv, and towards 

" • EdmidlV. 

alBO m might appear by that {iv/iich) was done alter in 
that behalf, and to that intent. Thus^ what for love 
that many bare to the King, and what for dread tha^ 
many men had, how that in case the city should have 
been won upon ih&m by force, the citizens should there- 
fore liave sustained harm and damages irreparable, and 
for ina.ny other great considerations, the mayor, alder- 
men, and other worshipful {persons) of tlie city, deter- 
mined clearly amoi^t themselves to keep the city for 
the King, and to open it to him at his coming ; and so 
they sent to hun, that therein they would be guided to 
his pleasure. The Archbishop of York, understanding The Art h- 
the King s coming, and approaching near to the city, r^mLn 
sent secrcily unto him desirinLT to be admitted to his wUhEdwurd 
grace, and to be under good appointment, pro missing 
therefore to do unto liini great pleasure for his weal and 
safety ; whereunto the King, for good causes and consi- 
derations, agreed so to ti^e him to his grace. The 
Archbishop, thereof assured, was right well pleased, and 
therefore well and truly acquit (ed) him {self) in observ- 
ing the promise, that he had made to the King in that 
behalf. 

The same night following the Tower of London was fn whoae 
taken for the King*B behalf, whereby he had a plain tiMVuSeil' 
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of ti.e Tower, entry into the dty ; thoorii all they had not been deter- 
wi, mmed to have received him in, aa they were. Ana on 

the morrow, the Thursday, the eleventh da) ol" April, 
the King came, and had plain overture of the said city, 
^^'^to^siy' ^^^^ straight to St. Pauls Church, and from thence 
^,1f-tftr** ^^^^ into the Bishop's Palace, where the Archbishop of 
The Arch. York ^ presented himself to the King's good grace, and 
^«^r th« ^ ^ hwids the usurper^ King Heniy^ and there wais the 
sbth! Kmg seised of hun and divers rebels. From St. Pauls 
the King went to Westminster, there honoured, and 
iTi;i(h his devout prayers, and gave thanks to God, St. 
Pt t( r, and St. Edward, and then went to the Queen, 
and comiorted her, that had a long time abode, and 
MMtai|flf^ sojowned at Westminster ^ (assuring her j^erson only 
iilc ^11 ^ the great franchise of that holy pUuse) in right great 
tuary, Wert- tTouble. soiTow, aud heaviness^ which she sostained, with 
all manner (of) patience that belonged to any creature, 
and as constantly as hath been seen, at any time, any of 
so high estate to endure ; in the which season, never- 
theless, she had brought into this world, to the King^s 
greatest joy, a fair son, a prince wherewith she presented 
him at his coming, to his hearts singular comfort and 
gladness, and to all them that him tmely loved, and 
would serve.^ From thence, that nighty the King re» 



® Edward en tercel London and 
immediately thanked the people for 
tbeir aifoetioii, and promiied to 
have it in everlasting remembrance. 
He second! tl this promise with se- 
veral act A of clemency, which en- 
tirely won him the hearts of the 
citizens. Meanwhile, Henry VI. 
having heen betrayed to his rival 
hf the wily ArdiUfhop ot York, 
wu again imprisoned in the Tower, 
from whence he had been taken 
seven months before to remount 
the throno of hii father and grand- 
father. — (See Rapin, vol. T. p. 69, 
and liolins/ted, p. 1332.) 

.9 (< f he Que«n that was, and 
the Dacheas of Bedford be in Sane- 



I tnary at Westminster ; the Bishop 
of Ely, with other Bishop's are at 
St. Martin'a" (le Qrand).— (Pm^ 
ioH Leitwn^ toL ii. p. 63*) 

^ Tbif child was the unfortunate 
Edward concerning whose fate 
we have no Ippitimntp chie. The 
Cardinal Arch bishop of Canterbury, 
a man of like highest ebaracter, to 
whom the Queen had intrusted her 
younger son, and who had pledged 
himself for bis security, placed the 
crown on the head of hia under 
Richard III.; which ceremony waa 
witnessed by the chief nobility. In 
the coronation roll is a remarkable 
lift of the neoeaiariea famiahed 
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turned to London, and the Queen with him, and lodged a d. u;i. 
at the lodging of my lady, his mother, where they heard f)^cll!»^ 
ciiTine service that night, and upon the morrow Good JSS^i^Si, 
Friday; where also, on the morrow, the King took 
advice of the great lords of his blood, and others of his 
council, for the adventures that were likely for to come. 
The Earl of ^V'a^wick, (callinc: himself Lieutenant ofnieEariof 

Warwick 

England, and so constituted by the pretended authority tiniteOa^ 
of King Henry,) being at Coventry, and understanding jgJJ^Yv 
well that the Kinir would do much to he received in at <J^'t<^^ 
London; and wist not in eertam, (and not kmoming for ^ 
eertmn) yes or no, issued out of Coventry with a great 
puissance, the lords, and all that he might make with him, 
and, by Northampton, took their way after the King, sup- 
posing verily to have had right great advantage upon him 
by one of these two ways ; either, that the city should 
have kept the King out, which failed ; or else, in case 
he were received in^ he should there {hone) kept and ob* 
served the solemnity of Esster, and, if he so did, he 
thought suddenly to come upon him, take him, and de- 
stroy him, and (/o have) deceived his j)e()ple ; but the 
Kins; well advertised of this evil ami mallcii ms purpose, 
did {me) great diligence to rencounter him, ere he might 
come near unto the city, as fax from it as he goodly 
might, and, therefore, with a great army he departed 



to " Lord Edward, son of late 
Kinp Edward IV." to enable him 
to walk in his uncle's coronation 
procession. From this we may 
mnclade thnt Ricliar*.! i?!?iimpfl the 
crown with the concurrence of the 
nobility ; and Biieh being the case, 
the murlihr of his nephews wonld 
have been a gratuitons piece of cru- 
elty on his part. Sir Thos. More, 
fhe original pronralfator of 
supposed murder of the princes in 
the Tower, by order of their uncle, 
places this event seven months prior 
to tlie ect which bastardized the 
childmi of the lite King. By 



murdering his nephews and allow- 
ing his nieces to survive he would 
have committed two great errors: 
Istly, hare made it apparent that 
the act of bfiefnrdy was voiil ; and 
2dly, have provided any successful 
soldier, like Riehmond, e title by 
marriage, in right of the Princess 
Elizabeth, to have claimed the 
crown. The solution of this mys- 
tery mnit probably be sought In 
I the fate of Perliin Warbeck. To 
prevent the recurrence of similar 
claims, the crafty Henry VII. gave 
out that the young princes had beea 
miirdered by tbdr luicie. 
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Edwwd IV. out of the city of London towards him, upon the Sa- 
SDMneetthe" turday, Easter even, the thirteentli day of April. And 
8ih^ iSi, so he took in his company to the field King Henry ; ^ 
and 80, that afibesnooDy he rode to Bamet^'^ ten miles 
out of London, where hb aforeriden (mnhpuxrd) had 
found the aforeridera of the Earl of Warwick's hoet, 
and beat them, and chased them out of the town, more 
8om('\\ liat tlian lialf a mile ; where, under a hedge-side, 
were 'ready assembled a great people in array of the 
£arl of Warwick's. The King coming after to the said 
town, and undei^tanding all this, would not suffer one 
Armgc man to atndeui the same town; hut had them all to the 
night pre- field with him, and drew towards his enemies without 
hSStH^*^ the town. And, for (that) it was right daik, and he 
might not well see where his entmits were embattled 
(encamprd) before him, he lodged him (self), and all his 
host, before them, much near(e7 ) tlian he had supposed; 
but he took not his ground so even in the front before 
them, as he should have done, if he might better have 
seen them; but somewhat aside^hand, where he disposed 
all his people, in good array all that night ; and so they 
kept them still without any manner (of) language, or 
noise, but as little as they well might. Both parties had 
guns and ordinance, but the Earl of Warwick had many 
more than the King, and therefore in the night, weening 
(thinking) greatly to have annoyed the King, and his 
host, with shot of guns, the Earl's field shot guns almost 
aU the night* But, thanked he God ! it so fortuned that 
they always overshot tiie King^s host, and hurt them 
nothing ; and the cause was, the King's host lay much 
nearer tliem, than they deemed. And, with that al«o, 
the King and his host kept passing great silence aimyghe 



* •* Edward brought Henry with I more Heath, one mile from Chip- 
hiiOt not daring to commit him to ping Barnet ; bttt the diatanoa hen 
any one's custody.'' — {Pnvm.) mentioned appears to refer to 

" It is geaerally supposed that Bnrnet in Middlesex. — (See note, 
tlia Earl was encamped on Qlads- p. 07.) 
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(ail night) and made, as who saith, (as one shauid say) a.d. wi 
no noise, whereby they might not know the very |4aoe 
where they lay. And for that they should not know it, 
the King suffered no guns to be shot on his side, all 
that night, or else ri^t few, which was to him (of) 
great advantage, for thereby he (Wartcick) might have 
esteemed the ground that he {^Edward) lay in, and have 
levelled there guns near. 

On the morrow, betimes, the King,^^ understanding 
that the day approached near^ betwixt four and five of 
the dock, notwithstanding there was a great mist, and 
letted {Mndered) the sight of each other, yet he com- 
mitted his cause and quarrel to Almiglity God, advanced 
(his) banners, di<i 1)1un\ up (ow) trumpets, and set ujxiii Battle of 
them, first wiili shot, and then, and soon, | ther | they meiuea on 

. , ' Kaiitrr Sun 

joined, and came to haudnstrokes, wherein his enemies ^i^y. 
manly and courageously received them, as well ii^fj^^]^^ 
shot as in hand-strokes, when they joined; which 
joining of their both battles (amden) was not directly 
front to front, as they so ^ould have joined [ne 
had be] (had it not been for) the mist, which suffered 
neither pnrty to see (the) other, but for a little space ; 
and that oi likeliliood caused the battle to be the more 
cruel and mortal ; for, so it was, that the one end of 
their battle overreached the end of the King's battle, and 
scr at that end they were much mightier, than was the 
King's battle at the same (end), that joined with them, 
which was the west end, and therefore, upon that part 
of the King's liattle, they had a greater distress upon • 
the King's iiartv ; wherefore manv fled towards Bamet, Pan of 

1 p 1 " " 1 « Edward IV. 

and so forth to London, ere ever they left (ojf) ; and troops gire 
they (the Earts party) fell into the chase of them and 



nim- 
ou 
Siin- 
1 

at 



In Edward's army the front 
led by Richard, Duke of Glou« 
cester ; E'l^irf! himself and the 
Duke of Clarence commanded the 
■Mia body ; and V^illiftitt» Lotd 
Battiiigs, the rear. In Warwick's 
•mj l£e rij^t wing wu oommanded 



by the Marquis of Montague, and 
the Earl of Oxford ; the left by the 
Earl himself, r\nd the Duke of Ftp- 
ter ; and a body of Archers, form- 
ing hit eentre, by the Wlu of So- 
merwt— (See Aiitt, p. 217.) 
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1471. did much harm. Bnt the other parties, and the residue 
of neither battle, might see that distrotis, neither the 
fleeing, nor the chase, because of (t/ie) gi'cat mist that 
was, which would not suffer no (any) man to see but a 
little from him; and so the King's battle, which saw 
none of all that» was thereby in nothing diacouiaged, 
for, save only a few that were near unto them, no 
man wist {knew) thereof; also the other party by 
the same distress, flight, or chase, were therefore never 
the greatly er encouraged. And, in likewise at the 
cast end, the King's l^attle, when they came to joining, 
overeached their battle* and so distressed them there 
greatly, and so drew near towards the King,^ who was 
ftnd spread about the midat of the battle, and sustained all the might 
uiTMiZ'^and weight thereof. NevertiieleaB upon the same little 
distress'* at the west end, anon ran (the nevn) to West- 
minster, and to Londdii, and so further to other coun- 
tries, that tlie King was distressed, and his field lost; 



"In personal prowess, and 
dauntless courage, the chieftains on 
either side might compare with the 
greatest heroes of antiquity. In 
numbers the Yorkists, under £d> 
ward, greatly ammiaii the Laneat- 
trians commanded by Warwick, 
who, howerer, was better provided 
with artillery. This, we have seen, 
owing to Ibe mitt, qnunUy aaertbed 
by the old chronicler, Fabian, to the 
incantations of Friar Bungay, who 
had accompanied the King for the 
poipoteof aiding, by magical agency, 
the r^usc of Edward, was of little 
use, as a constant waste of ammuni- 
tion liad been kept up throughout 
the night, against the supposed 
poaition of the Yorkists." — (See 
Beauites of England and H ale*, 
▼ol. vii. p. 322.) 

This partial success was the 
ultimate ruin of the Earl's party. 
The Earl of Oxford, the celebrated 
John de Vere, had suooeeded in 
drifing back the York i?t<?. Return- 
iag from his victorious assault to 
hit own linei, thron^li tho miit 



wliich overhung the tield of battle, 
his badge, a star with streams, was 
mistaken for Edward's device of a 
sun. W ir v ick's own band charged 
these troops furiously^ and they iu 
tarn, acebig themselves thus at- 
tacked by their own companions, 
imagined treachery, and fled towards 
the enemy. Edward, taking advan- 
tage of the ndMdce, cat to pieces 
those that came flying towards him ; 
for he had ordered in the commence- 
ment that no quarter should be 
given. Willing to retrieve this error, 
and iTiTions to reanimate hi? troops 
by his example, the Earl rushed oa 
foot amongst the thickest of his 
enemies, where he feU covered with 
wounds. There is a traditional 
aaecdote,which says, "that the Earl 
and Bichard, Dnke of Gloocester, 
met in tliis last charge, and that 
the Earl, mindful of his promise 
to the dying Duke of York, spared 
the arm, which within a few minutes 
after laid him low." The MartjTiis 
of Montague rushed to his rescue, 
and perished hj his side. 



Digitized by Google 



If ANUfiCRIPT.] THB RBION OF EDWARD IV. 65 

but the laud be to Almighty God ! it was otherwise ; a.d, wu 
for the King, trusting verilj in God's help, our blessed 
Lady^ and Samt George^ took to him grrat hardiess 
and courage, for to sui t ress the falsehood of all them, 
that so falsely, and so traitorously, had conspired against 
him, wherethrough, with the faithful, well-beloved, and 
mighty assistance of his iellowship, that in groat number 
disevered not from his person, and were as well assured 
unto him as to them was possible, he manly, vigOTOUslyy 
and valiantly, assailed them in the midst, and strongest Edward's 
of their battle^ where ne^ with great violence, beat and prowess^and 
bare down before him all that stood in his way, and then 



turned to the range, fii*st on that hand, and then on that 
other hand, in length, and so beat and bare them down, 
so that nothing might stand in the sight of him, and the 
well assured fellowship, that attended truly upon him ; 
so that, blessed be God ! he won the field there, and the 
perfect victoiy remained mito him, and to his rebels the 
discomfiture of thirty thousand^ men, as they numbered 
themselves. 

In this battle was slain the Earl of Warwick, soiuu- Death* of the 

. EarlofWar- 

w hat flvinc?.^^ which was taken, and reputed as chief of wick and bu 

' ; * . brother the 

the field, in that he. was called amongst them Lieutenant ^gj^,^ 
of England, so constituted by the pretended authority 
of King Henry, There was also slain the Marquis 
Montague, in plain battle, and many other knights, 
squires, noble men, and others. The Duke of Exeter^ 



* The number of Warwick's 
troops i« tin(1ouhtedly ranch over- 
rated in the text at .SO,UOO, as Ed- 
ward'a aniy only nnmbered 9,000. 
Rapin says, *' the Earl of Warwu k's 
troops, though inferior in number, 
fongbt desperately/' wbich appears 
A complete contradiction to the 
thove. — (See also note p. 64.) 

There is notbing to authenti- 
cate tUs aspersion upon fhc per- 
sonal bravery of the bravest man 
vt • btmve age. The writer of the 



present fragment is biassed by his 

Yorki«t predilections, and the jrreat 
ment ot his narrative is the mmute- 
BCM witb whieh he details the more 

' peaceable section nf thr Kinj^'s 
progress. He was evidently not 
a fighting man, and reminde one 
strongly of the concluding linei of 
the fable of the dead lion : — 

— — *' Asinns at vidit ferum 
Impune Icdi ; caldhm frontem ex« 
tent." 

^ Henry UoUand, Dnkeof £ze« 

F 
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A.D« 147L was flmitten dk>wii, and sore wounded, and left for dead ; 

but he was not well known^ and so left by a little out of 
Fu^t of^e the field, and so after he escaped. The Earl of Oxford 
ftww4Bttt fled, and took iiit<3 the country, and, in his flight, fell in 
company with certain northern men, that also fled i r ni 
the same field, and so went he in their company north- 
wards, and after that into Scotland. 
The battle Tlus battlo Mured, fighting and skirmishing some time 
hovit. ^ In one place and some time in an other, right doubtfully, 
because of the mist, by the space of three hours, ere it 
was fully achieved: and the victory is given to him by 
God, by the mediation of the most blessed Virgin and 
Mother, our Lady, Saint Mary ; the nr^^nous maT*tvr, 
St. George, and all the Saints of Heaven niaintauiing 
his quarrel to be true righteous, with manifold good and 
continual prayers, which many devout persons, religious 
and others, ceased not to yield unto Qod for his good 
speed, and, in especial, that same day and season, when 
it pleased God to accept the prayers of people, being 
confessed, and in clean liie, n liich was the Kai^ter morn- 
ing, the time of the sen*ice-doing of the resuiTection, 
commonly by all the churches of England. And, albeit, 
the victory remained to the King, yet was it not without 
Lords crotn. gTsst dsugeT and hurt : for there were slain^ in the 
and other field, the Lord Cromwell, the Lord Say, the Lord Mount- 
■laia. joy*s son and heir, and many other good Knights, and 
squires, good yeomen, and many other menial servants 
of the King s. And it is to wit, (to be noted) that it 



ter, was brother<in-law to King 
Edward the Fottrtb^ having married 
his sister Anne. 

^ Hall saya there were 10,000 
slain on both sides; Fabian says 
about 1,500, and Stow 4,000. A 
eontemporary writer, however, and 
one who was present in Warwiek's 
army, confirms in some measnre 
the number given by Fabian. "There 
was lulled upon the field, half a mile 
firom Banietp on Esster day, the 



Earl of Warwick, the Marquis Mon. 
tagup, **^ir William Tyrell, Sir Lewis 
Johns, and divers other Esquires of 
onr eoQiiti7,OodmaTstoii andBootih. 
And on the King Edward's party, 
the Lord Cromwell, the Lord Say, 
Sir Humphrey Bourchier of our 
eonntrf, which is a sofe mourned 
man here ; nnr] other people of hot li 
parties to the number of more than 
a thonsand." — (Patttm Letters, 
vol. iL p. Oft.) 
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eould not be judged, that the King^s host ^Mssed in a.d. 1471. 
number nine thousand men; but 0uch a Great and 
Gracious Lord, is Almighty God, that it pleaseth him 

(to) give the victory, as well to (t/it) few, as to (the) 
many ; wherefore to Him be the lautl, and the tii.mks ! 
And so the Kmg gave him special loving, and all that 
were with him. This thus done, the King, the same 
day» after that he had a little refreshed himself and his 
host at Baniet,^^ he gathered his fellowship together, 
and with them returned to his City of London, where 
into he was welcomed, and received, with much joy and 
gladnefc>.s. And so he rode forth straight unto St. Pauls, Edwird iv. 
at London, and tlicrc \vn> received with (fty) my Lord Sluilnatst. 
Cardiuai of England, and many other bishops, prelates, ^*'' 
lords spiritual, and temporal, and others in great num- 
ber, which all humbly thanked, and loved God, of bis 
Grace that it pleased him, that day to give to their 
Prince and Sovereign Lord so prosperous a journey, 
whereby he had suppressed them, Lhat, of so great 
malice, had procured and laboured at their powers his 
utter destruction, contrary to God, and to their iaiths 
and liegeances. 

On the morrow after, the King commanded that the n.e dead 
bodies of the dead lords, the Earl of Warwick, and his ^'m''' 
brother, the Marquis, should be brought to St. Pauls m brother ex- 
London, and, in the church there, openly shewed,^ to all KK. 



The exact site of this celebrated 
iield is not known, though a chapel 
was ere<^ed on the spot, where the 
tbSn were bnriedi in memory of 
them. In the year 1740 Sir Jere- 
my Sambrook erected an obelisk 
near the point wlwre the Ugh road 
divaricates towards Hatfield and St. 
Alban*i?,witb this inscription," //pre 
was fought the famous battle be- 
iwten Sdward TV. and th» Barl of 
Warwick, April \4th, Jvnn 1471 ; 
in which the Barl wag d^eated and 
tlain.'^ This wmM nuike Glads- 
mton or Bentl^ Heath the Kcne of 

F 



' this dridlv stmc^gle. It is in t^ie 
parish of Hadley, and was enclosed 
by Act of Parliament. It la ajbout 
one mile distant from Chipping Bar- 
net, and about 13 miles from Lon- 
don. Sir John Paston, who was 
present at the Battle, sayat howeter, 
distinctly that the field was " half « 
mile from Barnet." — (See note 

* ** The bodies of these two 
noblemen were exposed three days 
to public view in St. PauPs Cathe- 
draii and then conveyed to, and 
bariedat Bishain Abb^, Beikf."— 
(Feim.) 

2 



Digitized by Google 



68 



THE BBION OP KDWABD IT. [FLESTWOOD'a 



A.D. 1471. the people ; to the intent, that after that, the people 
ahoiild not be abuaed by feigned seditioas tales, which 
many of tbem, that were wont to be towards the Earl 

of Warwick, had been accustomed to make ; and, per- 
adventure, bo would have made after that, had not the 
dead bodies there been shewed, open and naked, and 
well known ; for, doubtless, else the rumour should have 
been sown about, in all countries, that they both, or 
else at the least, the Earl of Warwick was yet alive, 
upon (the) cursed intent, thereby to have caused new 
* murmurs, insurrections, and rebellions, amongst indis- 
posed people ; such, namely, as many da} s had been led 
to frretit inconveniences and mischievous doings, l)y 
means of the false feigned fables, and slanders, tliat by 
his subtlety and malicious moving were wont to be 
seditiously sown, and blown about all the land by such 
persons as could use, and long had used, that cursed 
custom ; whereof as it is commonly said, right many 
were towards him, and for that intent, returned and 
waged with him. 



CHAPTER 11. 

Here after foihweth, how that Queen Margaret ^ with 

her son Edward^ called Prince of Wales, after their 
arrival in the west country assembled (jreat people, and 
came to Tewkesbury, where the King delivered them 
battle^ distressed them, and their fellowship : the said 
Edward^ the Duke of Somerset^ and oihen ibere slain, 

Aftkh all these thinjrs were thus fallen, the Tuesdav 
in Easter week, the sixteenth day of April, came certain 
tidings ^ to the King, how, that Queen Margaret, her 

' "Ag for other tidings, (it) is nn- I the next day, the King Edward will 
derstood here, that the Queen Mar- depart from hence to Leeward, to 
garet is verily landed, and her Son, drive her out again. God hath 
in the West Cottotry, tad I trow I shewed binaelf nnnrdloaalj like 
(MitPt) tint M tomorrow or die 1 him that made all, and can ando 



Kin(? 
Kdward 
learaa the 
antral of 
Queen 
Margaret 
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son, Edward, called Prince of Wales, the Countess of and her iw. 
^Var\vick, the Prior of Saint John's, (at) that time ueymouth. 

A 1> 1471* 

called Treasurer of England, the Lord Wenlock, and 
many other knights, squires, and others of their party, 
which long had beeo out of the land with them, with 
such, abo, as with the said Prior of Saint John's had 
gone into Fhince to fetdi them into England, were 
arrived, and landed in the west country upon Easter day 
at Weymouth, after long abiding ] as^age, and being 
on the sea. and land!]!.!; again for default of good wind, 
and weather. For truth it is, that the Queen, and Ed- 
ward her son, with all their fe llowship, intending to pass 
out of Normandy into England, took first the sea at 
Honfleur in the month of March^ the twentyfourth day 
of the same (months) and from that time forthwarob 
they could not have any stable weather to pass with ; 
for, and (if) it were one day good, anon it changed upon 
them, and was against them, and fain they were, there- 
fore, to go to land again. And so, at divers times, they 
took the sea, and forsook it again, till it was the thir- 
teenth day of April, Easter Eve. That day they passed. 
The Countess of Warwick^ had a ship of avauncta^e, The( ount«M 

* ° of Warwick 

and, therefore; knded before the other, at Portsmouth, landed at 
and fium thence she went to Southampton, intending to 
have gone towards the Queen, which was landed at 
Weymouth. But, being there, she had certain know- J^^lyS^*** 
ledge, that the King had won the field upon her ^-^Jj^^j ^^^^ 
husband at Bamet, and there slain him, wherefore she bSS^ 

again when him list ; and I can think j ville, Queen to Richard III., upon 
that by all likdihood tliall shew j whose marriage t]ie priaoely inheri* 

himself as marvellous ajrain, atuI tnnce was divided between the two 



that in short time : and, as 1 sup- 
pose, oftner tiian onco in eaaee 
Uke."-^{Pa9tamLeit€nf vol. i. p. 



sisters, leaving but asraall allowance 
to thefr widowed parent. She took 

refnge in Beverley sanctuary, and 



67.) I was thr.nce conveyed northward in 

' Anne, widow of the great Earl the year 1473, " men say by the 
ofWarwick, sister and hdr to Henry | King's assent, whereto some men 

Beanchamp, Duke of Warwick, and say, that the Duke of Clarence is not 
nmther of Isabel, Duchess of Cla- agreed." — (Patton Letteru, vol. ii* 
rtruct:, and of the Lady Anne Ne- \ p. H5.) 
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A.D.1471. would no farther go tomdB the Queen ; but secretly got 
over Hampton-water mto the New Forest, where she 
(he) took her (self) to the franchise of an Abbey, called 

Beaiilieu, which, as it is said, is ample, and as large as 
the franchise of ^Vestminste^, or of Saint Martins (Le 
Grand) at London, 
gueon Mar. The Queeu Margaret and her son went irom whence 
Emeibi^ she landed to an Abbey near by called Ceme,^ and 
hlfiS^ all the lords and the remenannt (rut) of the feUow- 
Iwre^"^ ship with them. Thither came unto them Edmond, 
called Duko of Somerset, Thomas Courtney, called 
the Earl of Devonshire, ^^ith others, and welcomed 
them into England; comforted tlieni, and put them in 
good hope, that, albeit they had lost one field, whereof 
the Queen had knowledge the same day, Monday, the 
fifthteenth day of Aprils and was therefore r^t heavy 
and sorry, yet It was to think that they should have 
right good speed. Mid that for that loss, their party was 
never the feebler, but rather stronger ; and that they 
doubted nothing, but that they should assemble so great 
puissance of people, in divers parts of England, truly 
assured imto their party, that it should not (any) more 
lie in the King's power to resist them ; and in that 
country they would begin. And so, forthwith they sent 
all about in Somersetshire, Dorsetshire, and part of 
Wiltsliire, for to make ready and raise the people by a 
certain day, such alcfates (always) as the said lords, and 
their partakers, before that had greatly lal>oured to that 
intent, preparing the country by all means to them 
who per- possible. And, for that they would gather and raise up 
to^ the power of Devonshire and Cornwall, they drew from 
mSS"'**^ thence more westwards to the city of Exeter, moving 
Bdmid, £;c|^jird, called Prince, and his mother the Queen, to do 



3 Hall's aeconnt, in which he is 
followed by mo&t uf our Historians, 
says, the Queen took sanctuary at 
BeuiUea. His highly wrought de- 



scription of her despondency and 
behaviour there, is of coarse an 
•greeable fictioii, and nothing die. 
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the same, trusting that their presence — [showuig] in the a.d« 1471. 
country should cause much more^ and the aooner, the 
people to come to their help and asBiBtanoe. 
At Exeter they sent for Sir J^ha Arundel, Sir Hugh 

Courtney, and mmiy others on whom they had any trust, 
and, jn substance, they raised the whole might of Corn- 
wall, and Devonshire, and so, with great people,* they Jj'^jjj^n 
departed out of Exeter, and took the right way to gj^*™* 
Glastonbury, and, from thence to the city of Bath, 
whither they came the (20M) day of April ; and, as they 
went, they gathered the able men of all those parts. 
The country had been so long laboured before by the 
Earl of Warwick, and such, as he for that cause sent 
thither to move them to take Kuig Henry's part, and, 
now [of late] (again) they were also sore laboured for 
the same intent, and thereunto the more hghUy endueed, 
by Edmond, called Duke <^ Somerset^ and Thomas 
Cknirtney, called the Earl of Devonslure, for that they 
reputed them old inheritors of that country. 

The King, being at London, and liaving knowledge of i : ^ . 
all this tlioir demeaning from time to time, annn pur- to defelt 
veyed for the relic\nng of his sick and hurt men, that guct'apiaat. 
had been with him at Bamet field, (which were right 
many in number, what (with those) left at London, and 
what (with thote) in the countiy) and sent to all parts 



^ The ftceoTint here given by the 
Yorkist historian differs from that 
chronicled by Hall and Holinshed. 
According to these authorities, ' ' the 
Queen, fhe Prince and Princess of 
Wales, with a few attendants were 
escorted to Bath, whilst the leaders 
of the l4tncastrian party separated 
to eoneefe thdr Ibroci ; wUdi they 
did with 80 much success, that in 
less than ten days they counted an 
army of 40,000 men." — {Henry, 
Tol.iz*p> 221.) " The suddenness 

wherewith all thr^r Inrds Irvird or 

aMcmbled their troops, would be 
BMMft •itrpritiiig, if, in the fint 
place, tiie aatonidiing effscta ainally 



produced by hatred and revenge, 
especially in Civil Wars, were not 
considered. Secondly, it must be 
remembered, that the remains of 
Hie Bad of Warwiek'a army havii^i 
dispersed themselves after the Battle 
of Barnet, wanted only a leader to 
head them. Lastly, as it was bat 
a ttiw daya alnee tlie batCle, it waa 
not yet known how the conqueror 
would behave to the vanquished. 
So most having greater reason to 
expect aerertty tluui mercy, chose 
rather to venture again their lives 
in battle, than run the risk of dying 
on the fibbet and acaffold/' — (iSte- 
jwir vol. T. p. 75.) 
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to get him fresh men, and, incontinent, prepared all 
things that were thon^^t behovelul for a new field; 
which he aaw waa muninent^ and coming on. So pur- 
veyed he ariiUeiy, and ordinance guna, and other (things) 
HejjBiti for the field (in) f^rent pleity.* And Friday, the nine- 
April 19, teenth day of April, he departed out of London, and 
\vii,u»or. went to Windsor there to tliank and lionour God, and 
Saint George; where he ke[)t also the feast of Saint 
Geoige, tarrying somewhat the longer there, for that he 
had commanded all the people, and those would eerre 
him in tins journey, to dxaw unto him thither, and from 
thence such way as should happen him (to) take towmrda 
his enemies. And, for so much as they at that season 
were in an angle of the land, and needs they must take 



* The King'b army was well sup- 
plied with annt and •mmiiiiitioii, 

whilst the Queen's adherents were 
in the utmost want of the necessary 
munitions of war. Hence their 
anxiety to join the Earl of Pem- 
broke on the other side of the Se- 
vern, before coming to close quar- 
ters irith Edward's troopa. The 
following curious letter, preseryed 
in the 2nd volume of Fenn's col- < 
lection, and supposed to have been 
written by the great Earl of Oxford, 

ahon<" this perii"^. shows the ex- 
treme caution used by the Lancas- 
trian Leaders after the Battle of 
Bamet, by employing privy tokens, 
lest hy the use of the name only 
their supplies of arms and money 
diovld be firandnlently obtained. 
" Right reverend and worshipful 
Lady, I commend me to you, letting 
you weet that I am in great heavi- 
noM at the making of this letter ; 
but thanked br Cni] : T run rsriped 
myself, and suddenly departed from 
my men ; ibr I nnderttand my chap- 
lain would have betrayed me ; and ' 
if he come into the country, let him 
be made sure, etc. 
** Alao yeahall givecredenee tothe 

bringer of this letter, and I beseech 
you to reward him to his costa ; for I 



I was not in power at the making 
of thb letter to five him, but aa I 
was put in trust by favour of strange 
people, etc. Also you shall send 
me in all haate, all the ready money 
that ye can make ; and as many of 

my men, as ran mme ^vel! hor«f?d, 
and that they come in diverse par- 
eda. Also tibat my best hora^a be 
sent with my steel saddles, and bid 
I the yeoman of the hoiae^ OOTOr 
them with leather. 

" Also ye shall send to my mother, 
and let her weet of this letter, and 
pray her of her blessing, and bid 
her send me my casket by this 
token ; ' ihat she hath the kejf 
thereqf, but it t* broken.' Also ye 
shall send to the Prior of Thetford, 
and bid him aend me tiie smn el 
gold, that he said that I should have; 
also say to him by this token ; 
* that J thetoed him the Jirst j/rivy 
tealJ* Also let Faaton, Felbrig and 
Brews come to me. Also ye shall 
deliver the bringer of this letter an 
. horse, saddle and bridle. Also ye 
! shall be of good cheer, and take no 
thought, far T sh-Ul bring my pur- 
pose about now by the Grace of 
God, Who have yuu In keeping. 
April 1471."— (PM/oiii;«lf<rt,v4iL 
1 ii. p. 69«710 
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one of the two ways ; that is to say, either to come a.d. wu 
straight to Salislniry, and so that way towards London, 

or else, along by the sea-coast into Hampshire, Sussex, 
and Kent, and so to London, to make in the way their 
j)eople the more in number ; or else, they, not thinking 
themselves to be of puissance likely to have or do with 
the King, and therefore, peradventure, would draw 
northwards into Lancashire, and GheshirCi trusting also 
to have in their way the assistance of Welshmen, by the 
means of Jasper, called Earl of Pembroke, which, for 
that cause, had been before sent into the country of 
Wales to array them, and make them ready to assist 
that party at their coming ; for which considerations the 
King caused great diligence to be done by means of 
spies, and by them he had knowledge from time to time 
of their purposes in that behalf. If they would have Edward*! 
taken eastwards their way, his intent was to encounter i^^^MST 

for intciQcnC* 

them as soon as he mifrht, and the furtlier from London ing the 

- . Queco*a 

that should be to him posiMe, (lur the intent that they force*, 
should assemble no might out of any country but where 
they then were;) but, for so much as he understood 
well they took the other way towards northwest, he 
hastened [him] with his host, all that he might, upon the 
purpose that he had taken to stop them their way and 
passage into those parts, whereunto their desire was to 
go, and to make them the more mighty, which passage, 
of likehhood, either must beat Gloucester, or else atatoioucM- 
Tewkesbury, or lurther otf at Worcester, And, algates Jgnr. •n<i 



(on all sides) the King ky so, that> would they or no, 
he needs should now encounter them, or stop them, and 
put them back. They, in like wise, thinking by thdr 
wisdom that such was, or of convenience must be, the 

purpose of the King's party in that behalf, (for which Margaret 
cause and purpose they sent their out-riders straight ITril^ tT'*' 
from Exeter to Shaftesbury, and afterwards to Salisbury,) saSSlnrr^' 
and took them {aelves) the straight way to Taunton, and Glastonbury 
to Glastonbury, to Wells and there abouts, hovering in ^'^^ 
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the Ktoff, the oountrr. From whence, another time, they sent their 
TcofUud out-riders to a town, callea Yeovil, and to a town, called 
A.D. 1471. Bruton, to maka men to understands that they would 
have dra^Ti towards Keadinj^, and, by Berkshire, and 
Oxfordshire, have drawn towards London ; or eLse^ fallen 
upon the King at some great advantage. Such manner 
{of) sending, 'nathlees, served them of two things, one 
was to call and raise the people to make towards them 
Ibr their help out of all tibose parts; another was, to 
have al)iise(l {deceived) the King in his approaching to- 
wards them ; hut, thanked be (icHl, he was not hereof 
unadvertized, but by good, and 'said, advice, purveyed for 
every way as may appear in telling forth his progress 
from Windsor towards them ; from whence he departed 



leaves Wind 



aor, April the Wednesday, the morning alter Saint George's day, 

byAbu^s^n tho tweuty-third of April, so keeping his journey, that 
wgHrtBr he came to Abingdon ^ the Saturday next, the twenty- 
seventh day; (where he wai? the Sunday) aud ou the 
Monday at Cirencester ; where he liad certain tidings 
that they would (be) on Tuesday next at Bath, (as so 
they were ;) and that on the mom next, the Wednesday, 

* From AbiBgdon Edward isstted 1 §on; tlie DnVeof Exeter ; the Dak« 

A proclamation dated April 27th, of Somerset; Jolin, Earl of Oxford; 



getting forth, that hia title to the 
crown yraa unqneetionable 1 first, hf 
reatoo ; secondly, by anihority of 



John Courtney, Earl of Devonshire ; 
William, Viscount de Beaumont; 
John Beanfmrti Brother to the 



parliament ; thirdly, by his victo- Dake of Somerset; Hugh Court- 
ries, and particularly the last, where- ney, with eleven others. (See JRy- 
ia the Earl of Warwick, aud the mer, vol. xi. p. 700.) April the 
Marqnfa of Montagne were ahdn. | 27th waa the King^a birthday, ff 
That notwithstanding these three , " ^ n? in the year 1442, on that 
most firm foundations, namely, dai^, at 45 minuteM past 4 o'clock, 
reaaonyparliamentary authority, and p. m. at Rouen." (See Jffeame*t 
Tictory* snndry persons had taken Liber Niger, etc. vol. ii. p. 525.) 
lip arms ac nn^t h\m : but to avoid In the Fragment, attributed to a 
the eilusion of more blood, he had member of the Howard family, the 
thought proper to give his people year of hia birth ia gifen aa 1440. 
a Ust of the names of those persons, (See page 1 qf thepretent volume t) 
who were pronounced traitors and , and his contemporary annalist f^ays : 
rebels, that their cDcuuragcrs might | " 1442, Edward, second son and 
not complain, if any mischief befel heir of Richard, Dnke of Yoric, was 
them. The persons proscribed ' born on the 28th of April, two 
were : Margaret, styling herself hours after midnight."— (^^i/^Mm 
Queen of England ; Edward, her j Wyreettert p. 462.) 
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they would oome on straight towards the King's hattle. a.d. wi. 

For which cause, and for that he would see, and set his 
people in array, he drove all ilio people out of the to>^Ti, 
and lod<ved him (seij ) and hih liost that night in the 
fields^ three miles out of the town. And on the mcmrow, 
he (having no certain tidings of their coming forward) 
went to Mafanesbnry, seekinir npon them. And there theme 

to MftUnCT- 

had he knowledge, that ihey« understanding his ap- tnuyC^P'aa). 
proaehing and marching near to them, had left (changed) 

their purpose of giving battle, and turned aside-hand, 

and went to Bristol, a Ljood and stroncj wailed to^Ti, The Queen 

retires to 

where they were greatly refreshed and reheved, by such Bfi»u>L 
as were the King's rebels in that town, of money, men, 
and artillery ; wherethrough they took new courtge, the 
Thursday alter, to take the field, and give the King 
battle ; for which intent they had sent out-riders to a 
town nine miles from Bristol, called Sodbury; and, a 
mile towards the King, they appointed a ground for 
their field at a place called Sodbury Hill. The King, Edward at 
hearing this, the same Thursday, (the) first day of May, (WU. 
with all his host in array, and fair ordinance, came to- 
wards the place by them appointed Ibr their field. The 
enemies, also, advanced them forth the same day out of 
Bristol, (making semblance as though they would have 
come straight to the place appointed,) but, having know- 
ledge of the Kin^^ s approaching, tliey left that way, 
albeit their liarbinirers were come before them as iai' 
as Sodbury town, where they distressed certain of the 
King's party, (five or six, such as negligently pressed so 
far forwards, dreading no danger, but only intending to 
have purveyed there theur master's lodgings,) and so they 
changed their said purpose, and took their way straight 
to Berkeley, travelling all that night, and from thence The quccd' 
towards the town of Olouce^ler. The Iving, the same mS^^ 
Thursday, soon after noon came near to the same ground, ciSmtar. 
called Sodbury Hill, and, not having any certainty of 
his enemies sent his scourers all about in the countjry, 
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A.D. 147t. 



iiMtracti 

Richard 

Beanchunip 
to flefcn<l 
Gloucester 
against the 



trusting by them to have wist (hnawn) where they had 
been. Ab<)ut that place wa.s a gi*eat and a fair large 
plain, called a Wold, and duuhLful it was for to {)ass 
further, so he might hear somewhat of them supposing 
that they were right near, as bo they might well have been, 
if tliey had kept forth the way they took out of BdstoL 
And, when he could not hear any certainty of them, he 
advanced forwards his whole battle, and lodged his vaward 
(vanguard) beyond the Jiill, in a valley towards the town 
of Sodbury ; and lodged himself with ll io reniaiiidei of his 
host at the selfe {same) bill, called Sodbury Hill. Early 
in the morning, soon after 3 o*clock, the King had cer- 
taui tidings, that they had taken their way by Berkely 
towards Gloucester, as so they took (lAdr iwty) indeed. 
Whereupon he took advice of his council of that he had 
to do for the stopping of their ways, at two passages 
afore named by Gloucester, or else by Tewkesbury ; and 
first he pnrvTved {provided) fur (iloucester, and sent 
thither certain servants of his own to Richard Beau- 
champ,^ son and heir to the Lord Beauehamp, (to whom 
afore he had oonunitted the rule and governance of the 
town and castle of Gloucester,) commanding him to keep 
the town and castle for the King; and that he, with 
such help as he might have, should defend the same 
against them, in case they would in any wise assail them, 
as it was supposed they so would do tliat same afternoon; 
letting them wete (know) that he would have good espy 
upon them if they so did. And, if he might know that 
they so did, he promised to come {to) their rescue and 
comfort. With ihis^ the King's message, they were well 
received at Gloucester, and the town and castle put in 
sure and safe keeping of the said Richard, and the 
said Kiiig b servants. Which messiige was sent and 
done in right good season; for certain it is, the King's 
enemies were put in sure hope^ and determined to have 



' Bidiard, son of ImA BeamJianipy of Powk^. 
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entered the town, and eitber (to) have kept it against a.d. wu 
the Kmg^ or at the least (to) have passed through the 
town into other countries, where they thought (to) have 
heen mightily assisted, as well with Welshmen, which 

they deemed should have fallen to them in those parts in 
the com]i<my of Jasjicr, called Earl of Pembroke, as ako 
for to have gotten into their company by that way-taking 
great number of men of Lancashire, and Cheshire, upon 
whom they much trusted. For which causes they had 
greatly traveDed their people all that nij^t and moniing; 
upon the Friday [to the] about ten 6clock they were Who MCMd. 
come before Gloucester, where their intent was utterly thega^*** 
denied them by Richard Beauchanip, and others of the 
King's servants, that, for that cause, the King had sent 
thither, notwithstanding many of the inhabitants of that 
town were greatly disposed towards them^ as they had 
certain knowledge. Of this demeaning they took t^jtst 
great displeasure, and made great menaces, and pre- 
tended as though they would have assaulted the town, 
and won it ujjoii them ; but, as well those that ke])t 
the town, as the said enpTiiios, that so pretended, knew 
well that the King with a mighty puissance was near to 
them ; and, if any affifay had there been made, he might 
soon have been upon t^em, and taken upon them right 
great advantage ; wherefore, they, ui the town, nothing 
doubted, and they, without, durst not for fear, begin any 
such work ; and therefore, they shortly took their con- Her troopi, 
elusion for to go the next way to Tewkesbur\ , whither tressed uiih 

T \ ' & '•^a miles 

they came the same day about four (in the) aiternoon. march, arrive 

at Tewkei- 

By which time they had so travelled their host that tMW7,if»ya. 
night and day, that they were right weary for travelling ; 
for by that time they had travelled thirty-six long miles, 
in a foul country, all in lanes and strong ways, betwixt 
woods, without any good refireshiug. And, for as much 
as the greater part of their host were footmen, the other 
part of the host, when the} wvw come to Tewkesbury, 
could (not) nor might have laboured any further, but 
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A.D. 1471. {only) if they NNoiild wilfulh liave forsaken, and left their 
footmen behind them ; and, (adcM) thereto, themselves 
that were honemen were right weary of that journey, 
as (al) so were theur horaea. So, whether it were of 
their election, and good will, or no, but that they were 
verily compplUnl to {//) \)'u\o by two causes ; one \va.s fur 
weariness oi their pt^oplc, which thov .sup|>o^»e(l not their 
people would have any longer endured ; another, for 
they knew well that the King ever approached towards 
them near and near^ ever ready, in good amy and 
nanoe, to have pursued and fallen upon them, if they 
would any further have gone, and peradventure to their 
most disadvaTi tai; ! . They therefore determined to abide 
there the adventure,® thai God would send them, in the 
The LaacM- quarrel tliey had taken in hand. And for that intent 
dMaScdl*^ the same night they pitched them (selves) in a field, in 
a close even at the town's end ; the town and the abbey 
at their hacks ; before them, and upon every hand of them, 
foul laneSy and deep dykes, and many hedges, with hills 
and valleys ; — a right evil place to approach, as could 
well have been devised. 

The KiUL;. the same morning, the Friday, early, ad- 
vanced his banners, and divided his whole host in tliree 
battles, and sent before him his fore (out) riders, and 
Edward scourers on every side (of) him ; and so in fair array, 
wold plaiu, and ordinance, he took his way through the cham p agne 
oountiy, caUed Cotswold,^ travelling all his people, 
whereof were more than three thousand footmen, that 
Friday, which was right-an hot day, thirty miles and 



' It was evidently the policy of I £dward, it was found impracticable 
the LancMtriani not to luaard an to aooompUah this ; as Mfora tlie 

engagement till they were joined by ' entire army coulil have passed, the 



the Earl of Pembroke. Margaret, 
who through all her previous cam- 
paigns had borne np against adver- 
si^, could not overcome the fears 
of a mother. She wished to place 
the Severn betwixt tiie rival amies; 
but in the exhansted state of her 
troops and the near preximi^ of 



enemy would have had it in his 
power to attack them, when certain 
destruction would have awaited 
those who were left behind. 

* Edward had orossed thia plain 
on his way to London inl46X.'^(See 
p. 7,) 
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more ; (in) which his people might not tind, in all the a.d. 147i. 
way, horse-meat^ nor manVmcat, nor so much as drink 
for their horses, save in (me little brook, where was full 
little relief, it was so soon troubled with the carriages, 
that had passed it. And all that day was evermore the 
King's host within five or six miles of his enemies ; — he 
in i)lain country, and they amongst woods, haviajjr always 
good espiab upon them. So, continuing that journey Arrive* at 
till he came with all his host to a village called Chelten- Siy m!*"' 
ham, but five miles from Tewkesbury, (where the King 
had certain knowledge, that hut little before his coming 
thither, his pernios were come to Tewkesbury, and there 
were taking a field, wherein they purposed to abide, and 
deliver him battle,) Whereupon the King made no 
longer tarrying, hut a Httle comforted himself, and his 
people, with such meat and drink as he had deemed to be 
carried with him, for victualing of his host ; and incon- 
tinent set forth towards hia enemies, and took the field, 
and lodged himself, and all his host, within three miles 
of them. Upon the morrow following, Saturday, the 
fourth day of May, {King Edward) a])pareled himself, 
and set all his host in good array : ordained three Batue of 
wards ; displayed his banners ; did blow up the trum- JS^'Sf"''' 
pets; committed his cause and quarrel to Almighty God, 

Edward's army was drawn up ] that battle would probably have 
in three lines ; the one cummanded • placed Henry again on his throne, 
by his brother Richard, Duke of | That the Lancastrians anticipated 
Gloucester ; the second by himself 
and the Duke of Ciarencp ; and the 
rear by the Marquis of Dorset and 
th0 Lord Hastings. The Queen's 
forces were likewise mged in three 
bodies ; the first commanded by the 
Duke of Somerset and Lord John 
Beaolbrt; tbe second by fhePlfoee 
of "Wales, the Lords Wenlock and 



such a result is evident from a 
letter of Sir John Paston to his 
mother, dated April 30tb, 1471. 
*' With 6od*s grace it shall not be 
long to or than {b^ore) my wrongs 
and other men's shall be redressed, 
for the world was never so like to 
be oars as it is mm. I tiiank God 
I am whole of my sickness, and 
St. John ; and the third by the trust to be clean whole of all my 
Earl of Devonshire. No position hurts within a sev'night at the far- 



could have been better chosen than 
that of the Duke of Somer*^et : nnd 
could he but have remained entirely 
on the defennve CiU the anival «v 
the Bui of Fbahroke, the result of 



thest, by whioh time I trust to have 
other tiding'S ; and those tidings 
once had, I trust not to be long 
out ofNoilblk/'— (PmIom Letien, 
vol* ▼• p* 7«) 



so 
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A.D. 1471. to our most blessod Lady his Mother, Virgin Mary, the 
gloriouB Martyr, Saint Geoige, and all the Saints ; and 
advanced direetiy upon his enemies approadiing to their 
field, which was in a mafrellous strong ground strongly 

pitched, full difficult to be assailed. Nevertheless the 
King's onlinanco was so coiu • iitly laid before them, 
and his vanguard so sore o|)|)ri'ssod tlicm, with shot of 
arrows, that they gave them right-a-sharjT shower. Also 
they did again-ward to them, both with shot of arrows, 
and guns, whereof nevertheless they had not so great 
plenty, as had the King. In the front of their field were 
so (nich) evil lanes, and deep dykes, so many hedges, 
trees, and bushes, that it was right hard to approach 
them near, and conio to Ivands ; but Eduiond, called 
TbjtDjjB^of Duke of Somei*8et, having that day the van, whether it 
cbwft. were, for that he and his fellow^ip were sore annoyed in 
the place where they were, as well with gun-shot^ as with 
shot of arrows, which they neither would nor durst abide; 
or else, of great heart and courage, knightly and manly 
advanced himself with his fellowship, somewhat aside- 
hand the Kind's van; and, by certain paths and ways 
thf T< t le belure [miTcycd, and to the King's party 
unknown, he departed out of the field, passed a lane, and 
came into a &ir place, or close, even before the King, 
where he was embattled ; and from the hill, that was in 
one of the closes, he set right fiercely upon the end 
of the King's battle. The King foD manly set forth 
even upon them, entered and won the dyke, and hedge, 
upon them, into the close, and, with great violence put 
them up towards the hill, and so (did) also, the king's 
vanguard in the rule of the Duke of Gloucester. 

Here it is to he remembered, how that, when the King 
was coming before their field," or he set upon them, he 



u « Tlie locd memoriali of lliii tre fhe mmdofr* which luui sinew 

very decigive battle are but few. received the appellation of 
The prindpid loenes of the action Bloody Meadow," (md i» tie 
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considered, that upon the right hand of their field there a.d. U7i. 
was a parky and therein much wood, and he, thinking to 
purvey (provide) a remedy in ease hia aaid enemies had SbSrHe. 
laid any 'bushment (amhusk) in that wood of horsemen, ^* 
he chose out of his feUowship two hundred spears, and 
set them in a plump,*^ together, near a quarter of a mile 
Iroiu the field, giving them charge to have good eye upon 
that comer of tlie wood, if case that any need were, 
{and} to put them (selves) in devoir (service;) and, if 
they saw none such, (then) as they thought most be- 
hoyefui for time and space, to employ themselTes in the 
best wise as they could ; — ^which provision came as well 
to point at this time of the battle, as could well hare 
been devised ; for tlie said spears of the King'^s party 
seoino- Til) liki liliDod of any bujsliment in tlie said wood- 
corner, (seeing also good opportunity to employ them- 
selves well) came and hvoVo on, all at once, upon the 
Duke of Somerset, and his vanguard, aside-hand, unad- 
vised whereof, they seeing the ELing gave them enough 
to do before them, were greatly dismayed and abashed ; 
and so took [them] to flight into the park, and into the The Duke of 
meadow that was near, and into lanes, and dykes, where troops give 
they best hoped to escape the danger ; of whom never- 
theless, many were distressed, taken, and slain. And, even 
at this point of theur flight, the King courageously set 
upon thiit other field, where was chief, Edward, caUed 
Prince, and in (a) short while put him to discomfiture timMiio* 
and flight, and so fell in the chase of them, that many 
of them were slain, and namely at a mill in the meadow, 
fast by the town, were many drowned. Many ran to- 



elose mentioned in the text^) and Uie 
Vineyard. The former lies between 
two gently descending banks, about 
half a mile south-west of the town, 
and was the spot where the slaogh- 
ter was greatest. The latter was 
the place where Queen Margaret 
lay, and where aome latrenchments 



are still to be traced." — {J>yde'» 

1- «' SiTrb as were chief ofltrers 
revolted by plunapcB.'' — Golding ; 
quoted by KidMrdMll M autilOlity 
for interpretiiif tlie word fhtm^t u 
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A.i>. 147L wards the town* many to the church, to the abbeyv and 

else where as they hest might. 

In the winning of the field such as ahode faandetrokee 
De»thofih« were slain incontinent. Edward, called Prince, was 
wai^£.ar taken fleein<]^ to the town [wards,] and slain in the 
StDonlii** field.^^ There was also slain Thomas, called the Earl of 
wmiock. Devonshire ; John of Somerset, called Marquis Doreet ; 

Lord Wenlock, with nmny others m great number. 
The King Thus this dono, and with God's miffht achieved, the 

eve* tbankc o » 

tk«Abb«r. King took the right way to the abhey, there to ^ve 

unto Aliuiglity God laud and thanks for the victory, that 
of his mercy lie liad that day granted, and given unto 
him; where he was received with procession, and so 
conveyed through the church and the quire to the high 
Altar, with great devotion praising God, and yielding 
unto Him convenient laud. And, when there were fled 
into the said church many of his rebels, m great number, 
(■■ ■ ) or more, (hoping there to have been relieved, 
jjjjjj^^^ and saved from bodily harm) he gave them all his 
free pardon ; albeit there m It her was, nor had [not] at 
any time been granted, any franchise to that place for 
any offenders against their prince having recourse thi- 
ther ; but that it had been lawful to the King to have 
commanded them to have been drawn out of the church, 
and (Id hope) had [done] them [to be] executed as hw 
traitors, if so had been his pleasure ; but, at the reve- 
rence of the Biesi»ed Trinity, the most Holy Virgin 



'^Thenmintroftiiedeadiof Ed- I ttnngely brought to light after tba 
ward, Prince of Wales, has, like that | lapse of ages,) it is necessary to weigh 
of his father (see note '^^) nhvnys well the motives of both partip?!, to he 
been a point of dispute with iiis- ; enabled to judge correctly. Having 
toriaaa. The Lancaatrian writera notbinf to add to the reaaoning of 
either state boldly, or hint sufficient- I the Earl of Orford, and Mr. Sharon 

Turner on this subject, the reader is 
referred to the " llistoric Doubts" 
of the former ; and the History of 
the Middle Ages" of the latter, for 



ly intelligibly, that he was murdered 
after the battle. There are two 
tidea to every question ; but the 
evidence of the House of York 

having reached us ooly through the j the most satisfactory elocidatioa of 
handa of tta rival, (with the excep- this question. 
tioR of our present frag meat, thus 
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Mary, and the holy martyr Saint George, by whose a.d. 1471. 
grace and help he had that day attained bo noble a 
victoiy; and, at the same reverence, he granted the Ti.e Princ* 
corpses of the said Edward, and others so slain in the and other 

* . slain (kc«oU 

field, or else where, to be buried there in church, or ly !■«««•*. 
elsL' wheie, (as) it pleased the servants, friends, or neigh- 
bours, without any quartering, or defouling their bodies, 
by setting up at any open place. 

This battle thus done and achieved, and the Kinff^s The Duict of 
grace thus largely shewed, it was so that in the abbey, ^^^f^""^!;' 
and other phMses of the torn werd found: Edmond, ' > >^ 
called Duke of Somerset,^* the Prior of St. John's, f^'J^"^^ 

' ' CI {f ton takCQ 

called Sir Jolm Lonffstrother, Sir Thomas Tresham, Sir 
Gervase of Clyston (Clifton) knii^lits, squires, and other 
notable persons, [divers] which all (at) divers times were 
brought before the King s brother, the Duke of Glou- 
cester, and Constable of England ; and the Duke of 
Norfolk, Marshal of England, thw judges. And so 
were judged to death, in the midst of the town, Ed- 
mond, Duke of Somerset, and the said Prior of Saint 
John's, with many other gentles, that there were taken, 
and that, of long time, had provoked, and continued the 
great rebellion, that so long had endured in the land 
against the Kmg and contarry to the weal of the 
Keahtt. The said Duke and others thus judged, were 
executed in the midst of the town upon a scaffold there- 
fore made, beheaded every one, and without any other 
dismembering, or setting up, licensed to be buried. 

All these things thus dune, the Tuesday, the stiventh Edward pro- 
day of May, the King departed from Tewkesbury to- wofcMt«r. 
wards his city of Worcester, and, on the way, he had 
certain knowledge, that Queen Marga^^t vm found not ^SuiSlw' 

M "Hi* Duke Off Sommet, the 1 The US. Myi, ** that QueM 
Prior of St. Jobn'a, and many j Marptrei* mmt mat fnmdtn fat 
knights and gentlemen,were forcibly I yrom thenn. in n pntnrf> rpfvjioivs 
taken out of Saoctuary and eze- | plae*,'* — " Ua prit avec la iUme, 
ctttod At Tewfcetbiiry/' — {Enff- : U FrinoeMe de Gallea, et U Dn- 
Iflmf* Happbuu, p. 161.) | cilieite de Clarence. JU deroi^ 

g2 
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A.i>. 1471. far from thence, in a poor religious place, where she had 

hid herself for the safety of her person, the Saturday, 
early in the momincr, after her son l Alward, called Prince, 
• was gone to the ticld, for to withdraw lu rseii from the 
adventure of the hattle : of whom also he was assured 
that she should he at his commandment. 

The King» heing at Worcester, had certain knowledge 
also, that certain (of) his rehels of the north parts began 
to mnke commotions, and assemblies of people against 
him, in the quarrel of Henrj', called King. For which 
cause he kept tlie right way to London, as he had 
purposed, but, (intending to prepare a new fellowship 
against the said rebels in the north, and to be in a good 
strength of people, whatsoever should happen,) he de- 
termined himsdf to go to Coyentry, as he so did the 
eleventh day of the said month, where he refreshed well, 
such as were left with him of his host, by the space of 
and bTought three days ; and thither w as brought unto him Queen 

to Edward at •' ' =• . 

Coventry. Margaret. He forgot not to send from thence his mes- 
sengers with writings, all about the countries near ad- 
joining, to such in especiall as he trusted best, that they 
"SaSSt^ would do hun sendee* Truth it is, whilst the King in 
quliuth^ ^ ways thus prepared a new army, came certain tidings 
ruir« In the miijQ iijjjjj^ ii^^ ^jjgy ^jjg north luid heard the certainty 

of his great victories, and how that he disposed him (self) 
to come towards them, with a gi-eat army, and they, 
sore dreading his good speed and great fortunes, (not 
having any (^ne) of the Warwicks or Nevilles blood, 
unto whom they might have rested {irusted)^ as they 



tot rendue k son mari ; les deux 
Mtret eondmtet h, Londres. La 
g6i6reu8e Margneritte, resta encore 
six ana dans les prisons d'Edmi trd, 
jusqa'^l ce que le Roi de Sicile, son 
dans mi tnit^ qn'il fit avee 
Louis XI. per lequel il lui ceda la 
Provence, obligea ce Roi ii payer 
la ranyonde cette Princesse, qu'£d- 
ouard avoit fiz^ k 50000 Bena. 
La Rdne tat ulie at liberty, die i 



ratifia le Trait^ de son p^re, et 
Louis lui assigna une pension mo- 
diqna, avae laqnelle elle aa ratiim k 
Angers, aussi q:rande dans son mal- 
heur par sa coustance, que sur la 
Tr6ne |>ar aa Tertn.^'— (flittotrr 
de9 Deux Roses, p. 219.) The 
Tewkesbury Chronicle, (Harl. MSS, 
No. 545, p. 102,) also says the 
Lady Anne wu taken with tiie 
Queen. 
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had done before ;) kn«)v\ ing, also for certainty, that the a.d. i4ju 
Earl of Northumberland was nothing of their party but 
that he would resist and withstand them at his utter- 
most power, utterly taking part with the King, and his 
quarrel; the chieftains of tiiem that were maliciously 
disposed, and (who) for evO intent as ahoye, had com- 
muned and begun to assemble the people, anon upon 
this knowledge and considerations, they withdrew them 
(selves) i\\mi any further proceeding to (wards) their 
said rebelHon, as folks not likely to maintain their false 
quarrel and party. They left their bands and compa- 
nies, and divers of them made menes (iniercesaioH) to 
the Earl of Northumherbind, beseeching him to be (a) 
good meane (mediator) to the King, for his grace and 
pardon. Some of the scourers were taken, and put in 
ward. The city of York, and other good towns, and vork and 
countries lowly submitting themselves and (giving) then ni>Biit. 
to the King their due obedience- And so, by the four- 
teenth day of May, it was known clearly by such as were 
sent unto the King from the Earl of Northumbeiland, 
from the city of York, and other divers places in the 
north, that there was no rebellion in all the north begun, 
but that it was so pacified, that it neithermight, nor ^luuild, 
annoy the King in any wise. Wherefore it was to liim 
thought, and to all his council, that for to go into the 
north for any pacification or punishment of such personsi 
it was not needful, as at that time; and so it was most 
clearly declared the same day by the Earl of Northum* 
berland, (who came straight to the King at Coventry, 
out of the north country,) at his departing well assured 
that the eoiinlry was in frood and sure tranquillity, with- 
out any commotions or unlawful gatherings. Which 
Earl came not accompanied greatly, but with a few folks, 
and not arrayed in (the) manner of war; for he had no 
manner (of) knowledge, but that the King, after this his 
great victories achieved, should have good peace, every 
where iu his realm. But it was not so, for the King 
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A.D.1471. had knowledge, before that he came to Coventry, by 
letters sent him by lords of his blood, being at Tendon 

The nastaid this season, that the Bastard Faloonbridge,^^ (which, a 

brid^". little before that^ had been sent to the sea by the Earl 
of Warwick, and had distressed many merehaiit>shipe of 
Portugal, and taken the ships and goods to himself, in 
breach of the amity that of long time had been betwixt 
tbe realms of England and Portugal,) he had called unto 
him, and to his fellowship, great parties and numbers of 
marinetB, out of every part and port of Engkuid, and 
many other traitors and misgoverned men, of every 
country of England, and also otber countries, that had 
great courage to attend to theft and robbery. It was 
shewed the King, that daily his number drew greater 
ati ] ^roater, and that he was Lr<»i" to Calais, and brought 

HeiMidtin many men with him from thence into Kent, where he 
began to gather his people in great number, intending, 
by likelihood, to do some great mischievous deeds. After 
the King was at Coventry, he had daily messages from 
the Lords at London, how that the Bastard had as- 
sembled great (numbers of) people, and, both by land 
(with) many thousands, and by water with all his ships 

tmoMtiD ^"1' of people, he came Ijcforp London, th inking to rob 

uSS!m^?}*^ and spoil, and do all manner of mischief; and thereto 
many of the country of Kent were assenting, and came 
vrith their good will, as people ready to be applicable to 

^hnj&d^by the sudi seditious commotions. Others of (the) Kentish 
' people, that would right fain have sat still at home, and 
not to have run into the danger of such rebellion, (by 
force and violence of such riotous people, as were of the 



Thomas NeviUe, known by the 
of the Bastard of Fkkoii- 
bridgo, natural son of <1m Lord fal> 

conbridge, had been made Vice- 
Admiral of the Channel, by the Earl 
of Warwick, on tiM raatonition of 

Henry VI. On his subm5f«6ion to 
Edward the Foturth at Sandwich he 



was knighted, and re>instated in his 
office of Vice- Admiral. Edward's 
policy was to get him quietly inUa 
power, and shortly after lip was at* 
tainted of treason and beheaded. 

HoUnshed says his troopt 
consisted of Essex men, (p. 1341). 
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said i dastard's company, for fear of death, and other a.d. i47i. 
great nieiiaces, and tlireateninp^s,) w t'i-c compelled some 
to go with the Bastard in their persons, such 'specially 
as were able in person, if they had array, and might not 
wage to such as would go ; they were compelled, by like 
force, to lend them their array and harness ; and such as 
were unharnessed, aged, and unable, and of honour, they 
were compelled to send men waged, or to give money 
wherewith to wage (pay) men to go to the said Bas- 
tard's company. So that right in a short time the said 
Bastard, and his fellowship, had assembled to the number 
of sixteen or seventeen thousand men, as they accounted 
theinselTes* Which came before London the twelfth uxi deciaKt 
day of May, in the quarrel of King Henry, whom they 
said they would have out of the Tower of London, as 
they pretended. And, for that cause, they desired the 
citizens* of London tliat they might have free entry into 
the city, where first their intention was to have with 
them the said Henry, and after to pass peaceably through 
the city, as they said» without any grievance to be done 
to any person; upon the intent Irom thence to go to- 
wards the King, wheresoever they might find him, him 
to destroy and all his partakers, in the quarrel of the 
said Henry, if they might have of him the overhand. 

But, so it was, that the Mayor, Aldermen, and other TbedtiicM 
officers, and citizens of London denied them their entry. ^Smw!! 
Aa this was in doing, over came from London fresh 
tidings to the King, from the Lords, and the citisens, 
which with right great instance, moved the Kmg in ail 
possible haste to approach, and come to the city, to 
the defence of the Queen, then being in the Tower of 
London, my Lord Prince, and my Ladies, his daughters, 
and of the Lords and of the City, whicli, as they all 
wrote^ was likely to stand in the greatest jeopardy, that 
ever they {had) stood (in). In consideration [had for] 
that great numbers of the persons within the city were 
rather disposed to have helped, to have such mischiefs 



Digitized by Google 



88 T0S BIIOM OF EDWARD IV. [fLKBTWOOD ■ 

A.D. 1471. wrought, than to defend it : some, for (because) they 
were maliciously disposed, and were in their hearts 
partial to the Earl of Warwick's quarrel, and to the 
party of Hemy wherefore (for whom) were many ; some 
for they were poor ; some men aervante, men ^prentiaes, 
which would have been right glad of a common robbery, 
to the intent, they might largely have put their hands in 
rich men's coffers. 
Edward IV. TUese mauucr of writings moved the King greatly to 
uSoTmen' haste him thitherwards ; but it was hchoveful, before that 
from Coven. ^ therOi ho Were furnished of as great or greater 
host, than he had had at any time, since his coming 
into the land ; neyertheless, for that sneh army might 
not be prepared so soon as he would, the said fourteenth 
day of May, he appointed a notable, and a well chosen 
fellowship out ol his host, and sent them unto the city 
of London before his coming, to the number of fifteen 
hundred men, well beseen {selected,) for the comfort of 
■ndfettem the Qucen, the Lords, and the eitisens. And himself 
ShJ^th. departed out of Coventry towards London the siirteenth 
day of May. 

Here it is to be remembered, that, when the Bastard 
and his fellowship niigliL not purchase of the Mayor, 
and Citizens of London the overture {tAe throwing open) 
of the said city, for their passage through as above, 
neither for their promises, nor for great threatenings, 
and menacing^, they made semhUnce to pass over (the) 
Thames, by Kingston Bridge, ten miles above London ; 
MMoVridge and thither drew them the whole host, leaving all their 
Kinnton. sliips, before St. Katherine's, a little 1 1 uin the Tower of 

IcaTing bis 

gjioffsj^ London ; pretending that they should come, and destroy 
Westminster, and then the suburbs of London, and 
essay the uttermost against the city, revenging that 
theur entry was denied them, and their passage through 
the ettyi and so forth, with their whole multitude have 
passed through the countries agiunst the King. But, 
so it was, as they were onwards in this journey the 
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Bastard had certain laiowleclge,^^ tbat the King was aj>. 1471. 
greatly assisted with all the Lords of the Realm in 

substance, ^eat number of noble men, and otlicrs in 
greater numher than in anv time he had had })pfore ; 
[they] greatly fearing his liigh courage and knighthood, 
and the great victories that God had sent him, they 
delayed with {their) wafar-wyne (watffaring) and so 
returned again» and came before London, and shewed 
themselves in whole battle in Saint George's field. And H«coenipa 
that for divers considerations ; for one, they doubted George*. 

Ft tM i. 

greatly the rencounter with the King ; also, the multi- 
tude of tlieni came rather for ro!)bing than for revenging 
by vv ay of battle ; they doubted, also, to assail the city 
on that other side of (the) Thames, for likely it was, 
that in case they might not' prevail, they of London 
should lightly stop them their ways homeward unto their 
country. And for to divide their host some npon the 
one side of London, and some upon the other side, they 
thought it folly, tor so much as, with few folks, they 
might have broken the bridges after them, and with 
right few folks have kept and stopped their passage. 



CHAPTER III. 

Here followetk how the said Bastard Falconhridge 
with his fellowship assailed the City of London^ and 
$et fire unto the Bridge of Zondon, and humt (a) great 
part thereof^ and unto other two gatee of the said CUg^ 
4/nd ham they were hmumrahly reneounterd^ and diecom- 

^ In Warkworth's Chronicle we ' array might far exceed his own, 



bare a curious key to this passage : 



and thus rob him of the fruits of 



** Aod, for M nmehf m nfar words liit two groat viotoiiet. Ho, tliofo* 

and promises make fools fain (wil- ' fore, bnd fal*;e information conyejed 
ling)f the Bastard coaimanded all i to his enemies, greatly exaggeratiqg 
his host to turn again." The King the strength of his followers, 
fbnnd tho wunbwi of tho Bastard's I 
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A.0. 1471. fiteA, and driven to the watery and 90 tke City delwered 
from them, 

FkieooMdge TiiB Bastard and his fellowship thus returned again 
KhMMto from Kingston Bridge, before London, porposiog to 



execute their great rancour and malice against the Citj 
of London, and that in all haate, to the intent they 
might have their prey before the King's coming, (which 

they thought not to abide,) and it to carry away in their 
bliips, which were ready to attend for the same intent 
of robbery, but a mile or two from tlic said city. 
HHttuys Wherefore, incontinent, tliey assaikd the city with 
rirr^nd^'^ great violebce, with shot of guns, such as they had 
SSSfi* broogiit oat of their sbipa in great number, and laid them 
on length (abn^) the water side, straight over against 
the city; wherewith they prevaOed nothing, for the 
citizens aguvnowarile (towards them) in divers places laid 
ordinance. ^Vhcrefore the Bastard piuviJed another 
means to annoy and grieve the said City sore, and there- 
fore ordained a great fellowship to set fire upon (unto) 
the bridge, and to bum the houses upon the bridge, and 
[through] thereby to make thon (selvet) an open way 
into the said dty. An other great feOowship he set 
over the water with his ships, more than three thousand 
Attacks men, which were iii\idod into two parties; one party 
BuSop«giite. went to Aldgate, nieaujiii? to have entered the city 
there, by assault; another party went to Bishopsgate, 
meaning to have entered there by another assault; 
where they shot guns and arrows into the city, and did 
much harm and hurt. And at the last set fire upon the 
gates, for to have burnt them, and so trusting to have 
entered ai large. Their burning at the bridge pro- 
fited them [of] nothing; albeit they burnt many houses 
Sixty houM to the number of IIP'* (sixty) ; — but the citizens had set 
Mdge. such ordinance in their way, that though all the way 
had been open, it had been hard for them to have 
* entered by ihat way, but upon their lives. The Mayor, 
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Aldermen, and worBhipfiil citizens of the city were in a.d. 1471. 

good array, and set to every pari, where was behoveful, 
great fellowhlilj) well ordered and ordained, for to with- 
stand the nialice of these aforesaid rebels. 

To the citizens^ and defence of the City^ came the "Hie Rarlnf 
Earl of £fl8ex, and many knights, 8qaire8» goitlenien, hastens to 
and yeomen, right weU arrayed, which had right great dif? 
diligence in ordering the citizens, and first to prepare 
and ordain for the defence and safety of the said city 
and people thereof, where it was necessary , and {then) 
prepareil liow and where they might best issue out upon 
them, and put them from their purpose. By which 
mixing of gentlemen and lords senrants with the citizens 
in eveiy part, the citizens were greatly encouraged to 
set sharply upon them with one whole intent, where else 
it had been likely they should not have willed to have 
done so much thereto a.s \\a.s dune. For as ii is ai'oi*e- 
said, great number of the city were there, that, with 
right good will, would (thai) they had been suffered to 
have entered the city, to the intent to have &llen to 
mischief and robbery with them. And so, after con- 
tinuing of much shot of guns and arrows a great while 
upon both parties, the Earl Rivers, that was with the 
Queen, in the Tower of London, gathered unto him a 
fellowship right well chosen and habiled (able) of four or TheEan 
five hundred men, and issued out at a postern upon ftom the 



them, and, even upon a point, came upon the Kentish 
men, being about the assaulting of Aldgate, and mightily 
laid upon them with arrows, and upon them in {with) 
hands, and so killed and took many of them, driving 

them from the same gate to the waterside. Yet never- Mutofth* 
theless (in) three places fires were buiiiing all at once. 
The Mayor, Aldernien, and many of the said city, were 
anon in their harness, and parted their fellowship into 
divers parties, as them thought most behoveful : but a 
great part of the oitizena were at Aldgate, and with 
them many gentlemen and yeomen, which aU made the 
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A.D. 1471. defence that they best might, and shot many guns and 

arrows among them ; l)iit for this the Kentish men 
spared (ceased) not to assail at both the gates, so that 
the said Lord and citizens determined in themselves to 
arredy {array) them (selves) in good array, and to issue 
out npon them in hands^ and put them to flight and 
discomfiture. About three thousand, and more fell ia 
{took to) the chase of them, and slew more than seven 
hundred of them. Many were taken and after (wards) 
hanged ; the remainder went to the waterside, and look 
their boats, and went to their siupb, and over to that 
other side again, 
who retrtti These heinous traitors and robbers, the Bastard and 
hefttta. May his fellowship, seeing they could in nowise profit to their 
. and 1801}' intents, by. little and little, withdrew i»bem {selves) to 
the Blackheath to a hill three miles from London, the 
sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth day of Alay, 
there abiding by the space of three days ; but, there 
abiding, they had certain knowledge that the King was 
coTiiing with great puissance, whereof they greatly adiad 
(had dread)y seeing that they might not have their prey 
of London, neither having hardies {boldness) to abidb 
the King, and his puissance, they dispersed; they of 
and ditp«n« Calais, to Calais, the soonest thev could ; such as were 

to Calais and « , . . , . ' j» Tr i • 

eij«where. 01 Other cuiuitries mto theirs ; mativ of Kent, to tiieir 
houses; the mariners, and mischievous robbers, rebels 
and rioters with them, to their ships ; and drew down 
to the sea coast with all their ships* 

The King this season, well accompanied and mightily 
with great lords, and in substance all the noblemen of 
the land, with many other able men, well arrayed for the 
war, to the number of thirty thousand horsemen, came 
to the city of London, soon after the dispersing of the 
Kentish host, the twenty-first day of May, the Tuesday ; 
where he was honourably received of all the people, the 
Mayor, Aldermen and many other worshipful men. 
Citizens of the said City. At the meetmg of them the 
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King dubbed Knights, the Mayor, the Kecorder, divers a.d. i47i. 
Aldermen, with other worshipful persons of the said ^J^s"? 
City of London, which as had manly and hononiably ^.If^a^/*' 
acqmt (€rf) themselvea agiingt the Bastard and his cruel 
host ; honouring and rewarding them with the order of 
his good love and grace, for their true acquital, [and] as 
they had right ^^cll and truely deserved that time.^^ 

Here it is to be remembered, that from the time of 
Tewkesbury-field, where Edward, called Prince, was 
slain, then, and soon after, were taken and slain at the 
King's will, all the noblemen that came from beyond the 
sea with the said Edward, called Prince* and others also 
their part-takers as many as were of any might or puis- 
sance. Queen Margaret herself, (was) taken and brought 
to the King, and in every part of England, where any 
commotion was begun for King Henry's party, anon they 
were rebuked, so that it appeared to every man, at once, 
the said party was extinct, and repressed for ever, with- 
out any manner (of) hope of again quickening ; utterly 
despaired (deprived) of any manner of hope or relief. 
The certainty of all which came to the knowledge of the 
said Henry, late calle<l King, being in the Tower of 
London. Not having before tliat knowledge of the said "^"t vi. 

" (jip, of ine- 

noatters, he took it to so great despite, ire, and indigna- ^^"/^^^ 
tion, that of pure displeasure, and mehmcholy, he died 
the twenty third day of the month of May.^ Whom the 



w <* On the morrow that the King 
was come to London, for ttie good 
•enrice that London had done to 

him, he made Knights of the Alder- 
mea, Sir Joha Stockton, Sir Ralph 
Veniey, Sir Riehard Lee, Sir John 
Yonge, Sir William Taylor, Sir 
Oeorge Ireland, Sir John Stoker, 
Sir Matthew Phillipp, Sir William 
Hampton, Sir Thomas Stalbrooko, 
Sir John Croshy, Sir Thomas Urs- 
wick, Recorder of London." — 

*The reader ia hara pratented 
with tlie varioaa aoeoanti of the 



death of King Henrjr. ** Alio upon 
Ajcanrion ova King Hanrj waa 

brought from the Tower, through 
rheape,unto St. Pnnl" npon abler: 
and about the bier more glaives and 
stavatt than torches ; who was slain 
as it; v^'i^ said by the Duke of Clon- 
cester ; but how he was dead, thither 
he was brought dead, and in the 
church the corps stood all nifht; 
and on the morning he wa'^ con- 
veyed to Chertsey, were he was bu- 
fiad/' — {Londott Ckrtm* CMi9m, 
Vitel. A. XVI 
"I aay not that in this interval 
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The Kin(< 



King did (ordet ) to be brought to the friars preachers 
at London, and there his funeral service done, to be 
carried by water to an Abbey upon Thames^ Side, six- 
teen miles from London, called Chertsey, and there 
honourably interred. 
The King incontinent after his coming to London, 



fif tin^p the body f^f Kir.rr Tleonr 
watt touiid dead iti tlie Tower of 
London: tsmj God forgive, and 
give him time for repentance, who 
dared to place sacrilegious hands 
even on the Lord's anuitited." — 
{{yttfhmd Cbniimuiiar.) 

** Of the death of this prince 
diverse tales were tuld: but the 
most common fame went, that he 
was struck with a dagger by the 
hands of the Duke of (ilouccster." 
— {Fabian, and Uardyng,) 

« And the Mnao night that King 
Edward came to Ix»ndo&, King 
Hcnrjr being in ward in prison in 
|lie Tower of London, was put to 
death, the 31st day of May, on a 
Tuesday night, between 11 and 12 
of the clock, (being then at the 
Tower, the Duke of Gloucester, 
brother to King Edward, and many 
others)."— (irarJhMr/A'« Ck^md- 
cie.) 

'* ImnMdiatety after thia bftttlo 

the Duke of Gloucester aither killed 

with his own hand , or caused to he 
murdered in his presence, in some 
wpot apart, flite good man. King 
Henry. ' ' — ( CommineM.) 

In the Issue Rolls we find money 

J aid to ilugh Price, on the 24 th of 
nne, for the Expenses of the Bn- 
rial of Henry VI., for carrying him 
from the Tower to St. Pauls and 
from thence to Chertsey. — (Dwoii'a, 
JbUroduciion.) 

According to our text King Ed- 
ward arrived in London on the 2l8t 
of May; Aaeension erre waa Uie 
22nd, and Ascension day the 23rd. 
Th*» King remnined only one day 
in London, and then proceeded to 
Sandwich to soppnaa the revolt of 
FaJconbridge. Henry, deposed and 
childless, a prisoner, and bis party 



quite annihilated, vras qtiite as 
likely to die of grief on hearing 
that the Queen Margaret waa in 

Edward's power, and his son killed, 
as to have fallen by the hand of 
Richard ; who by this gratuitous 
murder was not to reap any indi- 
vidual benefit, seeing that Edward 
had a large family of children. It 
is, however, quite in accordance 
with the fpirit of that day to sup- 
])o=p til, it Henry w«s Tnirflf rril, 
and not at all improbable by the 
ooanitmnee of Ids rival, who 
throughout this rapid campaign 
seems studiously to have sought 
the destruction of the leaders of 
the Lancastrian party, and to have 
spared their more lowly depend- 
ants. If the murder of King Henry, 
therefore, were countenanced by 
any member of the House of 
York, it vrnc Edward himself, and 
not his brother, who was accessory 
before the fact; nor is it at all 
likdy that the Duke of Glonoester 
wonid have heconie the instmracnt 
of his brother's cruelty. Hie de- 
feat at the Battle of Boeworth 
Field, and the consequent nsorpa* 
tjon of the throne by Henry VIL 
m 1485 (for even his marriage with 
the Princess Elisabeth in 1466 only 
made hira consort to the Queen ;) 
is the cause why the character of 
Richard the Third was blackened 
by all Lancastrian writers, during 
the reigns of the Tudor familv. 
The authorities quoted give the 
21st of May, whilst our text men- 
tions distinctly the 23rd, as the 
day of Henry's death. He was in 
his fiftieth year, and the greatest 
benelita coDferred by bis re^ 
were the foundation of Eton School 
and King's College, Cambrid|^ 
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tamed but one day, and went with his whole army, after a.d. I47i. 
his said traitors into Kent them to repress, in case they ^Si!"SS!l»!*' 
were in any phuse assembled, and for to let (kinder) them 
to assemble by any commotion to be made amongst them, 
where unto they heretofore have oftentimes been accus- 
tomed to do. But, truth it was, tliat they were dispersed 
as lieforc (said)^ but the said Bastard Falconbridge, with 
great number of mariners, and many other mischievous 
men, called his soldiers, or men of war, went 8trai|^t to 
Sandwich, and there kept the town with strength, and 
many great and small ships, about forty and seven, in 8ic£or8^ 
the haven all under his rule. And, as soon as they un- 
derstood the King and his host approached near unto 
them, the said Bastard sent unto him such means as best 
he could, humbly to sue for his grace and pardon, and 
them of his fellowship ; and by appointment willed there TiMy offir 
to be delivered to the King's behoof all his ships, and mp>id«wd. 
became his true liegeman, with as straight {a) promise 
of true allegiance, as could be devised for them to be 
made, which, after deliberation taken in that part, for 
certain great considerations was granted. Wherefore the 
Kintr sent thither his brother, Richaid i)ukc of Glou- 
cester, to receive them in his name, and all the ships : 
as he so did the twenty sixth day of the same month, 
the King that time being at Canterbury. And thus, ^^^'^^^^ 
with the help of Almighty God, the most Glorious Virgin Kvr^stii. ' 
Mary, His Mother, and of Saint George, and of the 
Saints of Heaven, was begim, finished, and terminated, 
the reentry, and perfect r( ( ( ^ ery of the just title and 
right of our said Sovereigu Lord, King Edward the 
Fourth, to his realm and crown of England, within the 
space of eleven weeks ; in the which season, moienaimt 
(fiwin^ lo) the help and grace of Almighty God, by his 
wisdom and polygive (polio/), he escaped and passed 
many great perils, and dangers, and difficulties, wherein 
he ha<l been ; and by his full noble and knightly courage, 
hath obtained two right-great cruel and mortal battles; 
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A.D. 1471. put to Aight and diacomfiture divers great assemblies of 
his rebels, and riotous persons in maoy parts of his land ; 
the which though all they also rigorously and maliciously 
dii^KMied, as they might be, (yet) they were nevertheless 
so afraid and affeared of the very assured courage and 
manhood that resteth in the person of our said sovereign 
Lord, that thov were, anon, a.s confused. Whereby it 
appeareth, and faithfully is believed, that with tho help 
of Almighty Cod, which from his beginning hitherto 
hath not failed him, in (a) short time he shall appease 
his subjects through (out) all bis reahn ; that peace and 
tranquility shall grow and multiply in the same, from 
day to day, to the honour and loving of Almighty God, 
the increase of his singular and famous renown, and to 
the great joy and consolation of his friends, allies, and 
weli-willers, and to all his people, and to the great con- 
fusion of all his enemies, and evil willers.^^ 

Here endeih the Arrival of King Edward the Fourth^ 
Out of Master Fleetwoocts hook^ Recorder of London, 



^ " Tout sf parifii k sa Tue, et j RoYnrmr perdu en onze." — {Hit* 
U recon^uic ea vingt jours, ce | toire de* Dtux Ro»eg, p. 217.) 
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OF TBI MION or 

KING EDWAilD THE FOURTH 

FROM HIS ACCESSION IN I46» TO TBB SUPPRESSION 

QF LORD OXFORD'S REBELUON, 1473. 



FROM DB. JOHN WARKWOBTH 8 MS. ADDITIONS TO 
CAXTON*8 CHBONIOLE. 



{Prnervid in 8L Peter^s CoUege, Cambridge,) 



ADVEilTlSEMEJST. 



In Lela&d*s Collectanea, VoL II. p. 499, first edition^ 
1715, are extracts ^*out of a Chronicle in St. Peter^a 
College Library^ Cambridge." This Chronicle is a MS* 
copy of Gaxton^B Chronicle of the Brute, with additions 
from the pen of Dr. John W arkworth, who was Master 
of St. Peter^s College from 1473 to 14i98; and who, 
from tlie register of donations, appears to have presented 
the volume to tibe Lilnary, A.D. 1483. His additions, 
as a record of facts, though without strict attention to 
Chronology, deserve attention, as he notes down several 
minor occurrences, omitted by other writers, such as the 
appearance of the comet in 1472, the severe frost, &o. 

Dr. Warkworth, besides his own autograph, had a 
duplieate, into which these additions were tnmscribedt 
and this is the volume iruui which the following narrative 
is UAbsl As it is [Nrobable that in LeUuad^s time both 
MSS. were in existence, the text, as now given, has been 
carefbUy collated with his extracts, and all discrepancies 
pointed out. What has become of the original MS. is 

n2 
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not known; the tnnaeript, however, is authenticated hj 

having the autograph directions of the author prefixed, 
and which we have given as MoniUm^* Dr. Hunter, 
in the Appendix to the Report of the Record Commis- 
sion, following the notice of Mr. Hartshome, in his Book 
Rarities of the University of Cambridge, pointed out the 
existence of this curious volume^ which has recently been 
given by Mr. Halliwell as his contribution to the Camden 
Society, in the original orthography. A few notes are 
added to our modernized text, ^to elucidate the discre- 
pancies between the rival accounts, furnished by the 
partisans of "^'urk and Lancaster, amongst the latter of 
whom our author must claim a distinguished pbw». 
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WARKWORTH'S CHRONICLE OF KING 

EDWARD IV. 

MOMITUM. 

As for all thincs that follow, refer them to my copy, th* negnai 

... . . year of Ed- 

ill which is written a remanente (residue) like to this ward com. 

menced 

Yoresaid work, that is to wit, that at the coronation ofMjrchs, 
the 'foresaid Edward, he created^ and made Dukes, his 



' These Creations took place as 
IbUowt:^ George, Duke of Cla- 
rence, 1461 — Richard, Duke of 
Gloucester, 1461 — John Neville, 
Lord Montacute, Bail of Northum- 
berlaad, 1464, and Marquis of Mon- 
tague, 1470 — Humphrey Tnot Wil- 
liam) Stafford, Baron Stalford of 
fioaChwlek, 1461, end Earl of De- 
vonshire, 1469— Sir William Her- 
bert, Lord Herbert, 1461, and Earl 
of Pembroke, 1468, and lastly Earl 
4^ HvBtii^don, 1479>-BdiBimd de 
Grey, Lord Grey of Ruthyn, Earl 
of Kent, in 1466— Henry Bouchier, 
Earl of £u, Earl of Essex, 1461— 



John Stafford, Earl of Wiltshire, in 
1470— Sir Waher (aotSbThonei) 

Blount, Lord Mountjoy, 1465 — Sir 
John Howard, Lord Howard, 1459, 
afterwards Duke of Norfolk, 148S 
— William Hastings, Lord Has- 
tings, in 1461 — Richard Wood- 
ville, Earl of Rivers, in 1466 — John 
INnlniB, LordDinhan, 1466. TImu 
it will be seen that this paragraph 
is full of inaccuracies. The Chro- 
nicle, known as Hearne's Fragment, 
iifturbetter«at]iorlt7,ieep.9. Hie 
only earldoms bestowed by thr King 
at his coronation were conferred on 
Henry, Lord Bouchier, Earl of Bu 
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A.D. MBi. two bfotherSy the elder Gmg^t lhak» of Ckrenoe, and 
durinK the^ his younger farother^ Riehard, Duke of Gloucester; and 
IV. Ix>rd Montague, the Earl of Warwick's brother, the 

Earl of Northumberland; and one William Stafford, 
squire, Lord Staflbrd of Southwick; and Sir Herbert 
Lord Herbert, and after (a while) Lord Earl of Pem- 
broke, and 80 the said Lord Stafford was made Earl of 
Devonshire; the Lord Gray Ruthyn, Earl of Kent; 
the Lord Bonduer, Eail of Essex; the Lord John of 
Buckingham, the Earl of Wiltahue; Sir Thomas 
Blount Knight, Lord Mount (joy) ; Sir John Howard, 
Lord Howaid; William lla^stings he made Lord Haa- 
tings, ami lerreat Cbaniberlain ; and the Lord lvi\ ors ; 
Dinham squire, i^ord Dinliam ; and worth as is before 
shewed, and others of gentlemen and yeomen he made 
Knights and squires^ as they had deserred. 



THE CHRONICLE. 
Edward's And also the FIRST TKAB of his reii^n he ordained a 

Ant p«rlta« " 

iMntattaintapariiament,^ at which were attainted King Henry, and 

In Kormandy, who had married tiie I low : ^vis. King Heory VI ; Qveea 



King's aunt, the Dame Isabelle of 
York ; and the Earldom of Kent, 
conferred on William Neville, Lord 
Ffelooobridge, in reward for bii aer- 



Margaret ; Edward, their son 
Henry, Duke of Exetrr : Henry, 
Duke of Somerset ; Tiittmas Court- 
ney, Earl of Devonshire ; Henrj, 



vices at the Battle of Tonfon, late Earl of Northumberland ; Jas 



^ " And here it is to be remarked 
tiMtinthiiqwvellMtwean (Jietwo 
aniUes of York and Lancaater, the 

Parlifimeat always took care to de- 
clare on the side of the Victor, be- 
aavae fliey never bad tbe Kberty of 

acting otherwise. They were not 
consulted till the question was al- 



per^ Earl of Pembroke; Thomas, 
Li»d da Root i John, Lord CUf- 
fords Robert, Lord Hungerford; 
Lionel, late Lord Welles ; William, 
Viscount Beaumont ; John, late 
Lord NaviUe ; ThoBiaa» Lord Gray 
of Rougemont ; Ralph, late Lord 
Dacre ; Thomas Neville ; Thomas 



ready decided by arms; consequent- i Marming, Clerk ; John Whelpdale; 
ly it wai in vain to allege acts of | John Liut ; Vatbar Robert Qasiaa ; 
parliament to support the Ri-rhts \ John Treston : Hnmphrpy, Lord 
eitherof the one bouse or the other/' { Dacre, Knight j RaipbBigot,Kuight; 
•^(/Z^m'a Alei^^ Begia, p. 283.) Jamea Lottrell, Kt. ; PhiUpp Went. 

" And in the parliamt Lit Iield at worth, Kt. ; John Fortescue, Kt. ; 
Westminster, on the * ♦ * day of Baldwin Fulford, Kt. ; AlexnnJet 
November were attainted of High ] ilody, KU ; WiUiam Talboys, Kt. ; 
TreaaoB, tboae whooe iMunaa fbl- ' Bdmnnd Moontfordf Kt. ; Tbonaa 
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•U othen, that fled with him into Seothnd, out ofRenryvi 
England; and for so mueh aa he found, in time of need, N^fvember?^' 
greftt comfort in his Commoners, he ratified and con- 
firmed all the franchises given to cities and towns etc. 
and granted to many cities and towns new franchis( 3, 
more than was granted before, right largely, and made 
charters thereof to the intent to ha?e the more good 
will and love in his land. 
Also Queen Maigaxet» Harry, Duke of Exeter, the 

The cutles 

Duke of Somerset, and other lords that fled (from) >tui £2? 
England, had kept certain castles in Northumberland, 

as Alnwick, Hamburgh, Dunstanburgh, {NawartK) and 
also Warkworth, which they had victualed and sLuH'ed, 
both with Englishmen, Frenchmen, and Scotchmen ; by 



Tresham, Kt. ; William Catesby, I 
Kt. i W. Vauz, Kt. ; Robert I 
Bddiorp, Kt. ; W.Oftscoigne, Kt ; ! 
Sdmund Hampden, Kt. ; Thos. 
Fvnderne, Kt. ; John Courtlier, 
Kt. ; Henry Lewie, Kt. \ Richard 
Tempest, Kt. ; W. Carr, Kt ; Thoa. j 
Fulforth.Kt. : Nich. Latimer, Kt. ; 
Walter NattaU, Kt. ; Heary Cliff, 
Kt ; John Heron de Borde, Kt. ; 
Roger Clifford, Kt. ; Richard Tun- ! 
stnW, Kt. ; Henry Beliogham, Kt. ; ' 
Richard Duckett, Kt ; W. Lee, j 
Kt s Robert WUIIiq^iaii, Kt ; ' 
John Ormond, Kt. ; William Mill, 
Kt. ; Simon Hanys, Kt. ; Roj^pr 
Ward, Kt. ; Juhu Skidmore, Kt. ; 
W. Harington, Kt. ; W. Holland, 
Kt. ; Tho.s. E\ eryn:^hr!m , Kt. ; \ 
Henry Rocs, Kt. Also: Hum- i 
phrey Neville, Squire ; Gilet Saiit- { 
low, S. ; Bdward EUesmere, S. ; ' 
J^inMervyn, 8 ; Thos. PluUipps, 
S, \ Thomas iiramptoa, S. ; John ^ 
▲odlef , S. ; Thomat l^ontldl, S. ; j 
W. Tonatall, S. ; Thos. Crayford, 
S. ; John SthakiH, S. ; Will. Jo- 
Mph, S. ; John Lynch, S. ; Richard 
'Wilftnlon,S.; HawkinsCharnock, S.; 
John HouerJi, S. : Rob. BoUngham, 
S. ; John Tenycoke, S. ; W. Grims- ' 
by, S. Aim t Thomaa Stanley, ' 
face of Cailiile, Gent s EdiraM ' 



Thornboroiieh. of the same, Gent. ; 
Gawin Lampiow, Gent ; Jolm Cat- 
mill, Gent; W. fWtw, Gmt; 
Thos. Whitwood, Gent ; John 
MaTxleville, Gent. ; Thos. Elwick, 
Gent.; W, CaiUere^ Copper/), (ient; 
W. SunpMB, Gent ; W. Bylidd, 
Gent. ; Tho?. Ormond, Gent. Algo: 
Ant Ntttahell ; John Wallis ; W, 
Speak ; Thos. Daniel ; John Dow- 
biggin ; Edward Digby ; Rd. Kirk* 
by ; Thos. Danvers ; Thos. Corn- 
wall; Thos. Milkby; John Dawn- 
■OB ; Hum. Little ; Henry Spencer ; 
John Snoting ; Thos. Sargenson ; 
and 42 more, amounting in all to 
Ib^ persons." — {^William Wi/rceS' 
ter, p. 490-92.) 

" In the month of October Queen 
Margaret came from France with a 
fleet tnd 2000 wtrrion, and bnM 
near Bambui^h in Northnmberimidt 
having with her Sir Piers de Bracy, 
Lord of Manpeny, and pitched her 
fltmp nenriyf whmv eiie bdfeved tte 
whole country would ri=e up for her, 
which they, however, seeing the 
power of the Queen so small did 
not do. The QnMn's troops, there- 
fore, Inifl sips:? to Alnwirk, which 
surrendered for want of Tictuaia,"— 
(mtUmm Wyrcnter, p. 494.) See 
•too: VUmtfn fkagoMnl, p. 13. 
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the which Castles Lliev had the most part of all Nur- 
thumbcrlaiid. Kiug Kdward and his council, thinking 
and uii-(c2er-)standing wlyit hurt mi^ai liappeo thereof, 
made commiaaioiia to the acmih and west eountry, and 
had of them great money, with the which men made 
ready, and besieged the eame castles, in the month of 
December, in the year aforesaid. And Sir Piers de 
Bracy,' Knight of France, and the best warrior of all 
that time, was in Scotland to hdp Queen Margaret. 
When he knew that the castles were besieged he had 
iwenty thousand of Scotchmen, and came towards 
Ahiwiek,^ and all the other castles. And when King 
Edward's host had knowledge, that Sir I^ere de Bracj, 
with the Scotchmen, were coming they removed from 
the siege, anl were afraid, and the Scottish host sup- 
posed it liaJ been done for souie gain, and they were 
afraid, also they durst not come nigh the castle ; for, 
aD[d] (tf) they had come on boldly, they might have taken 
and distressed all the lords and oommoneva, for they had 
hun there so long in the field, and were grieved with 
eold and ram, that they had no courage to fig^t etc. 

Never the hittere (nevertheless,) when they that were 
in the castle besieged, saw that the sFege wa^i w ithdrawn 
for fear, and the Scottish liost afraid, they also came 
out of the castle and left [them] (it) open etc., and so 
afterwards King Edward s host entered into all the 
whole castle,^ and kept it etc. 

And after that, the castle of Bambmrgh* was yielded 



* See tieara«'i Jfragment, p. 12, 
ud note ^, 

* " In the month of June the 
Lord Hasdngs, Sir Ralph Grey, 
and many others, laid siege to AIo- 
wick Castle, where {Sir) William 
Talboys was C-iptLiin, and who 8ur- 
reudered it to them oa condition, 
tbtt Um garriton should evacuate it 
ni lull array, with horses, goods, 
harness, etc. An(\ ?t w^s giren to 
the ciistody of Sir K%ii Grey/'— 



(^WiUiam Worcester, p. 493.) 

' Tbit was not in the first year, 
hut July 30, 1462. The loose way 
in which WarVworth records these 
a? ents of the hmt yean of the Reign 
^Edward the rartii would iudjiio 
one to attach little value to htsnar* 
rative ; the subsequent portions are, 
however, both accurate aud inipor> 
tant. 

• " And NawartVi fa^tle surreft- 
dered to the Lord Montttcute, Alto 
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to tbe King, by 'treaty and appointment, by Hany, a.d. \4ss. 
Duke of Somerset, that kept it, and came into King 

Eelward'b grace, which granted to him a thoLi»aiid marks 
by (the) year, wheroof lie Nvas not paid; therefore he 
departed out of England after half (a) year into Scot- 
land, etc. And so King Edward ^\ possessed of all Harlech Cas- 

England, except a castle in Nmrth Wales^ called Hai^ uuVfor 
ledi, which Sir Eiehard Tunstal kept» the which was "'"'^ 
gotten afterwards by the Lord Herbert. 

And in the third year 7 of the reign of King Ed- frj**- 
ward, and anno Domini 1463, there was one fervent 
frost through (out) England, and snow, that men might 
go over the ice, and a fer\'ent cold. And also there ^^^^jjj^^ 
holden a parliament at Westminster, in the which was {^f^^,*'^ 
granted to the King an aid, which was as much money ^p^ ' 
as the fifteenth part of men's goods, and one half so 
much more,® whereof the people grudged sore. 

Also the FOURTH YEAR of Kiiig Edwaid, the Earl 
Warwick was sent into France, for a marriage fur the warwuk 
Kingf for one fair Jady^ sister^ [daughter] to the Kuig of JJ^IJ^^^ 
France, which was concluded by the Earl of Warwick. ftK 
And, whilst the said Earl of Warwick was in France^ 
the King was wedded to Elizabeth Gray, widow, (the 
which Sir John Gray that was her husband was slam at 



the Lord de Dacres surrendered 
upon certain conditions to the Lord 
MoDtagne."— >(IPIII. Wyreuter,p. 
493.) 

" And the Castiea of Bami urgh, 
Alnwick, «td EHutstenbutgL were 
beii<Vcd in the montli of Decem- 
ber, and on CbristmaS'eTe the said 
castles of Bamburgh and Donstan- 
bmish were nurrendered to the King, 
upon these conditions : the safety 
of life and limb, and that Richard 
Percy should come into the Grace of 
King Edward and have the custody 
of the ?ai(1 ra.stlrs. Anii at the same 
time the Duke of ^merset, Henry 
Lewis, and Sir NkkoUia Latimer, 



Kt., with many others, came into 
King Edward's grace, and repossess* 
ed their territories." — (IFWImI 
Wyrcester, p. 495.) 

King Edward's Regnal year com- 
menced on the fourth of March.— 

* " An hole quingisme and dia* 
me/'—CPflti. JMlB, T. p. 497.) 

* The word daughter is placed 
over tuter in the MS. with the a 
(caret, or mark ot omission). The 
Princess reAHrred to ii Bona^ of 

Savoy, Sister to the Qnrcn of 
France. See Heame's Fragment, 
p. 15, respecting this marriage. 
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A n T«j4. York field,^^* m King Hand's party,) and the same 
'SSS;* Eliabeth m dangliier to the Loid Riven, and the 



w^^ue. weddmg waa privily (sokmrnand) m a aeeret phee, the 
Mmr 1, 14M. ^yg^ ^ May, the year above eaid. And when, the 

Earl of \V^ar\virk came home, and heard thereof, then 

was ho greatly <ljs])leased with the Kincr, and after that 

arose great dissention, ever more and more between the 

TheSMds KiDg and him, for that and other (causes) etc. And 

Ge Ne- thcii tho KJiiff piit oot of tho CfaancelloTBhip the Biahop 

ville, Bishop ^ * * * 

~ of Exeter»i^ brother to the Earl of Warwick, and made 



the Bishop of Bath (Robert SHllington) GhaneeUor of 

England. After that the Earl of Warwick took (io) 
him in fee as many knights, squires, and gentlemen, as 
Triiu;)it, to be blrong ; and King Edward did (ail) 
that he might to (en) feeble the Earl s power.^^ And 
yet they vrere accorded divers timoR but they never loved 
together after. Alao in the fourth year of the King 
m1^T464. Edward, the month of May, the Dnke of Somerset, the 
SS!h!i^ Lord Boos, the Lord Molhn, the Earl of Kyme, Sir 
Philip Wentworth, Sir Thomas Fyndeme, gathered a 
great people of the north country. And Sir John Ne- 
ville,^^ that time being Karl of rsorthumberland, with ten 
thousand men, came upon them, and there the commons 
fled, that were with them, and there the 'foresaid lords 
were taken, and afterwards heheaded.^^ But then the 



"> roaUm.-'iJUkmd,) Abo in 
this year, the 1st of May, t!ie King 
wedded, Dame Elizabeth ^ray. Late 
wife viito Ihe Lord Gray of Groby, 
and daaghfrr to the Lord Rivers. — 
(London Chron. MS. Cot. VUell. 
jLVLfoL 126*.) See also : Hearne's 
Fragmeiity p. 15— 17« ud note V. 
George Neville, spp note 

E. 57. Robert Stillington did not, 
oweter, wtedn tbe attlt tin Jvne 
8, 1468, previously to which Ro- 
bert Kirkham wat keqw.— (/• G. 
NickoU.) 

Tliii ■tateneiit mm al va- 
liaiue nidi the met pmad in tho 



same year, in which there is this 

peculiar clause : ** that the said act 
be not prejudicial or hui ttui unto 
RIehard Neville, Bed of Wanriek.*' 
- 'Pari. Rolls, 4 Edward Tl^) 

SeeUearne'a Fragment, p. 14, 
and also the curious document from 
a M !^ . i n ! he College of Arms, quoted 
by Mr. Halliwell. "Nerillr-, Earl 
of ISorthumberland. It was a iittie 
while.'*— (Ze/aiu/.) See the eeri- 
Otts document in the Introduction ; 

Anno Edwardi IV. quarto, et 
Meiufut Maii die xxvii. $cii, die S, 
7VM«/if, ile.*' 

M*«Qn tho 15tb of May 



• 
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Lord Montague, the Earl of Warwick's brother, which A.]>. 
tlie King had made Earl of Northumberlaiid, was n^glity 
and strong by the same, etc. Axtd, for 00 much as the 
KiDg and his counsel thought, that he would hold with 
his (brother the) Earl of Warwick, therefore the Kin^ 
and his ootinsel made the country to desire, that they Re»ion.tio.i 
might have the rightful heir, Percy, is son to Henry JiJ^^Juie 
Percy, that was slain at York-Fiehl, to be the Earl of SmSTSt 
Northumberland ; and so it was done. And after this SS^^' 
the King made Lord Montague, Marquis Montague, 
and made his son, Duke of Bedford, which should wed 
the princess, the King^s eldest daughter, which by pos- 
sibility should be King of England ; and so he had many 
fedr words, and no lordships, but :ih\ ays he promised he 
would do etc. (Grant him Lords/tips.) 

Alscj the same year and the year of our Lord 1464 Edwuti 
King Edward changed the coin of England,!^ by which 
he had great geting (gitin) ; for he made of an old noble 
a foyal, the which was commanded to go for ten shil> 
lings; neyertheless (to) the same royal was put 8d. of 
alloy, and so weighed 8d. more by delaying {alloying or 
weakening) ; and biuute him into a new print. Also, he 
made of 3d. a groat, and also he {puide) aogels (itUo) 



beheaded at Hexham, the Duke of 
Somerset, Sir Edmund Fitzhugh, 
BradshafT, Walter Hunt, Black 
Jack. On thr 17th of May i^-pre 
bdkcaded at Newcastle (on Tyne) 
tlW Lofd Hnngerford, Lord Itoos, 
SirTliiOinas Fynderne, Edward de 
la Merc, Nicholas Maasej. On the 
18th of May at Medetbam (?) were 
bdieMled Sir FhiUpp Weatworth, 
William Pennington, Ward de Top- 
cliffe, Oliver Wentworth, William 
Spiller, Thomas Hunt, (Footman 
to King Henry). On the 25th of 
May were bfhridf il at York Sir 
Thomaa Hussey, Tlios. Gosse, Ro- 
bert Merfyn, Robert Water, (hall 
poftnr to Hcorj YI,) John Butler, 



Thomas Fenwick, Robert Cnck- 
field, William Bright, VViiiiam Daw- 
son, Joho Cbapiinii. On the 26th 
of \f jy, fit York, were beheaded: 
John iilderbeck» Richard Cawer, 
John Roselle, Robert Conqueror." 
— (Af 5. Anmd, CMT. Arm, V. ItaUo 
170 R.) 

'* Henry, Lord Percy, son and 
heir to Henry Percy Earl of Nor- 
thumberland, who was killed at the 
Battle of Teuton. He was restored 
to his title and pos'^pssions after 
the battle of " Lotecote Field," in 
1470, upon whidk oocuioii Moa- 
taf«e WM ereeted « BCarqqjf. 

^ See Heame'e Uragmeiit, p. 17. 



Digitized by Google 



108 THE SmON OF EDWARD IV. [WABKW0KIH*8 

A.D. 1464. nobles of 68. 8d. and by divefs coins to tbe great harm 
Hgrr^i. of the common people. Also the same year, King Harry 
aaammA was taken beside a house of relmiou, in Lancashire, by 

touwf^A to . . 

tiMTinivr. the uieans of" a l)lack monk of Abingdon,*^ in a wood 
called Cletherwood, beside liungelley Hyppyiigsinnes 
{SteppingstonesY^ by Thomas Talbot, of Baseball, and 
John Talbot his cousin of Colebry {Salisbury) ^ with 
others more, which deceived ; being at his dmner at 
Waddington Hall,^' and carried to London on horseback, 
and his leg bound to the stirrup, and so brought, throngh 
London, to the Tower, where he was kept (a) long time 
by two squires, and two yeomen of the crown, and their 
men ; and every man was suffered to come and speak 
with him, by hcence of the keepers. 
The F«rl of And in the fifth yeab of King Edward, the Earl of 
Aub'rey'd^ Oxford,^ tho Lord Aubrey, his scm, and Sir Thomas 

V ere, and sir ' , ,. _ 

Thoma^ Tudcuham, Knight^ were taken and brought mto ihe 
cMcnted. Towcr of Londou, and there was lud to them high 

treason ; and afterwai ds they were brought before the 
Karl of W ui tester, and judged l)y law padowe (pother) 
that they should be Imd to the Tower Hill, where was 
made a scaffold, of eight feet high, and there were their 
heads smitten off, that all men mig^t see, whereof the 
most people were sony. 
Lord Haa* And in the bixth teas of King Edwards's reign, the 
beaded, 1400. Lord Hungerford was taken and beheaded for high 

treason at Salisbury. 
Sir Thomas And in the SEVENTH YEAR of King Edward, Sir Tho- 
othera triad mas Cooke,^^ Sir John Piummer, knight, and alderman 



^ Habington gives the same ac- 
count, almost verbatim. See also : 
Hearne's Fragment, p. 14. 

^ " These Steppingstones fmrmed 
a ford across the River Kibble.** — 
{NiehoU,) 

* Never wu a more disreputable 
act countenanced by men of stand- 
ing than this perfidy towards the 
unifortunate Ueory, who was at 



that time the guett of Sir John 
Tempest of Bracetcell. His host, 
his son-in-law, Sir Thomas Talbot, 
and Sir James Harington, were all 
rcvrardcd for the part they took in 
the betrayal of their Sovereign and 
Gnest, by Edward IV. 

»Thiswasinl46L SeeHeanie't 
Fragment, pp 11, 12. 

Sir Thomas Cooke was Lord 
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of London, and Humphrey Howard, and other alder- a.d. i4iir. - 
men, were arrested, and treason sormised upon them, 
whereof they were acquit(e<f), but they lost great goods 
to the King, to the value of forty thousand marks, 

or more ; and divers times, in divers places of England, 
men were arrested for treason, and some were put to 
death, and some (€*)caped. 

And the biohth tbab of King Edward, a little before a comet 
Michaelmas, there appeared a blazing star in the west, September, 
at four feet high by estimation, in (the) evening going 
from the west towards the north, and so endured for five 
or six weeks. And the same year Sir Thomas Hunger- sir Thomas 
furtl Knight, son to the Lord Hungerford, and Harry Tnd co'Jrt"-' 
Courteney, the Earl oi' Devonshire of right, were taken ITevoi'ibir^ 
for treason and beheaded at Salisbury ; and men said the sdiSwy.*^ 
Lord Stafford^ of Southwick was cause of the said 



Mayor in 1462, and created a 
Kiil-ht: of tlir llith in MRl on 
occasion of ttie Queen's Corona- 
Hon.— {Set Hmanu^t fSn^mmti, 
p. 18.) Besides the persons no- 
tir-ef^ in the text William Wyrcestcr 
lueaUons tfae foUowing : Thomas 
Donvert; Hagh MiU; Peter Al- 
frey ; Sir Gervase Clifton ; Hug^h 
Pakenham ; Nich. Huglies ; Tho- 
mas Portland ; Will. Bellknap ; 
Robt. Knowles ; John Filbert of 

the Temple; John Hawkins, sf*r. 
vent to the Ijord Weuiock ; and 
othert, who were eoeveed by Ckur- 
nelius the Cobbler, under torteve, 
of havinij- held secret correspon- 
dence with Uueen Margaret. ** And 
tbe eeid Jobii Hewkine eeeneed ttr 
Thomas Cooke of treasonable com- 
rounicatiun with Hugh Mill, and 
also said many things against his 
own master, the Lord de Wenlock. 
And the said Sir Thomas Cooke 
being arrested and committed to 
tbe Tower of London, tbe doors of 
ble booee were doeed, and all his 
poods carried away by the Lord 
Treasurer and {Sir) John Fogge, 

Santboritj of tbe timeeerrinf 
tjorf before be was fovndfniltj. 



** The prisoners werebrought to trial 
at Cuildhall in July, before the 
Dukes of Clarence and Gloucester ; 
tiie Eails of Warwiek, Northnm- 
berland and Essex ; the Mayor, 
and the Lord Chief Justice Mark- 
ham i and the other Judges. Peter 
Alfri^ on being arreeted adtnow- 
ledged his treason ; Hugh Mill 
pleaded a grant of pardon ; John 
Hawkins was found guilty by the 
verdict of the jury ; Tlmiae Cooke 
was acqi^itterl of treason ; but the 
jary found him guilty of conceal* 
ment, wbldi tiiey adjudged to be 
mispriiioiiof treason; HughPakea* 
ham and Thomas Portland were ac- 
quitted ; and a certain John Morris, 
fonnd guilty of treasottt wee bang 
at Tyburn with the said John Haw- 
kins, anfl there alsn thr Lord Arch- 
bishop oi York set Peter Alfrey at 
liberty by a grant of the KIng'i 
pardon." — (fTitfiens Wpfctaifrf 
pp. 514, 16, 16.) 



■ " He was created Earl of De- 
vonshire, May 7th, } V>9 : brit hp- 
headed by the Commons at Bridge- 
water before tbe cloee of the year*" 
— (MeJMO 
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A.D. i#B, Harry Courteney^s death ; for he would (then) be the 
Eail of Devonshire, and so the Kiog made him after> 
wuds, aod (he) had ii not half a year. 

Tiw Dak««r And in the ncith tbab of the reign of King Edward, 

mwriMthe at Midsummer, the Duke of Clarence passed the sea to 
N^JiiierlS>* Calais to the Karl of Warwick, and there (was) wedded 
(to) his daughter hy tlie Arrhbishop of York, the Earl 
of VV^arwick's brother, and afterwards came over again. 
And anon, after that, by their assignment, there was 
a great inaorreetion in Yorfcehixe,*' of divers knighta, 
squires, and conunoiien, to the number of twenty thon- 
sand ; and Sir William Gonyera, Knight, was their cap- 
RoWnof tain, which Ccillcd himself Robin of Reddesdale, and 
umunSkn. against them aione, by the King's commandment, Lord 
Herbert, Karl of Pembroke, with [xliii.] forty-three 
thonsaod^ of Welshmen, the best in Wales, and Hum- 
phrey Stafiford, with 7000 of arehere of the west 
oountfy ; and, aa they went together, to meet the north* 
men, at a town [there] (they) fdl in (to) a variance 
for (choice of) their lodging ; and so the Earl of Devon- 
shire departed liuiii the Earl of Pembroke, w ith all his 
Battle of men. And Robin of Reddesdnlo came ii{)on the Wclsh- 
jiiiy%°i4B». men in a plain beyond Banbury town,^ and there they 
fought strongly together, and there was the Earl 'of 
Pemhroke taken, and his brother with him, and two 



^' " And in September this same 
year, there was a rising in York- 
shire upon aocount of a oerUin 
Hoqtitu in tlie dty of that name, 
to the mnintPTiartfT of which, con- 
tribation was demanded from the i 
wluile oountrj. Thooi^ it mw • | 
very trifling cause the people took 
fire at it, aa if it had been an affair ' 
of the last importance. There were 
no less Huui 15»000 inra iMeinbled, 
whn mnrched with cnr Rnherf Hul- 
dum at their head direct for York. 
Bat the Marquis of Montague being 
informed of their design, nvnt cut 
of Uw city with « leir troops, 



atfacVinET them, when they least 
expected it, put them to the rout, 
took their leader, and caused his 
head to be cut off.'*— ^Jbqrin'* 
Acta Regia, p. 285 Tt must 
therefore hare been after the death 
of tliii llobort HnlAun tliat Sir 
William Conyers ^umedtlionaino 
of Robin of Redesdale. 

' ' The Roman numeral is zliii. 
This is probably a clerical error for 
xiiii, fng^r—iHOHhM,) 

» Tiw BnMa was fMiglit on 
Dcnesmoor, it -present inclossJ and 
plintsd. 
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thousand Wolshmen slain; and so the Wekbmea lost a.i>. 
the fieidy the twenty-sixth day of July, the aame year. 
The iiamefi of the gentlemen that were alaia of {the) ^j^^^ 
Welsh party in the same hattle : — Sir Rqger Vang^uui, 
Knight; Harry (M)Organ,26 f^j^ hmr; Tho- 

mas A prossehere {ap Richard) Vaughan, 'squire; Wil- 
liam Herhort, of Brecknock, 'squire ; Watkiii ThoiUcis, 
son to Roger Vaughan ; Yvan ap John ap Merrick ; 
Davy ap Jenkin ap Limerick ; Harry Done ap Pikton ; 
John Done of Kidwelly; Rise ap Morgan ap Ulston; 
Jenkin Perot ap Sootabuigti ; John Eneand of Pem- 
brokeshire ; and John Contomr {Comior) of Hereford. 

And of the north party there was slain Sir Harry 
Latimer,^ sun and heir to the Lord Latimer; Sir Roger 
Pigot, Knight; James Coniers, son and heir to Sir 
JohnConiers, Knight; Oliver Audley (Dudley) squire; 
Thomaa Wakes (Jiis) son and heir ; William Mallery, 
'squire ; and many other commoners, etc. And at that 
time was the Lord Rivers^ taken, and one of his sons, wo«avniei 
in the forest of Dean, and hronirht to Northampton ; i ^ i« and sir 

" . . * jft. Herbert 

and the Earl of Pembroke, and Sir Richard Herbert, i>«h««tod« 
his brother, were beheaded at Noi*tliam})ton ; — all four 
by the cominaiidment of the Duke of Clarence, and the 
Earl of VV^arwick ; — and Thomas Herbert was slain at 
Bristol, etc. And at that time was Stafford, that was Lord Stafford 
£Sarl of Devonshire but half a year, taken at Bridgwater 
by the commons there in Somersetshure, and there right 
(immediately) beheaded. 

And after that, the Archbishop of York liad under- Eriward 
standing, that King Edward was in a village ^ beside, 



and Hit Juhn 



^ The spelling of Warkworlh in 
these names is so fauUyi that it is 
only by menit of Lumd't trtn- 
script that seTeral are intelligible. 
Lelantl supplies : Morgan, for Or- 

Sn ; ap Richard for Aprosachere ; 
arisoii ap Pikton, for Harry Done 
ap Piktnn ; and John £iMimrd» fw 
John £neand. 



^ " Rather ^Ir IT. nry Neville, 
coasiQ-german to the great Earl of 
Wanridc.* W/. O, NiekoU.) 

^ See Heeme'f Vntmi^ p. 

* " King Edward taken by a 
train at Ulnay (Olney) Village by 
8ide Vorthampton by the Blahop 
of York."— (X*/a»ki.) 
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Aj>.i4», Northampton^ and all his people, he raised, were fled 
from him ; by the advice of the Duke of Clarence, and 
the Earl of Warwick, he rode with certain horsemen 
hameeaed with him, and took King Edward,^ and had 

him (conveyed) unto Warwick Castle a little while, and 
Ktcapcsand afterwards to York citv; and there by fair speech and 

returns to , i i - ■ \ p i t»« 111 

i^oooon. promise, the King (e^jcapcd out ol the Bishops hands, 
and came mito London, and did what him liked. And 
the same year, the twentyninth day of September, Hwn- 
fiey Neville, Knight, and Charles, his brother, were 
taken by the Earl of Warwick, and beheaded at York, 
the King being present. And in the same year [was] 
made a proclamation at the King's Bench in West- 
minster, and in the City of London, and in all England, 
(of) a general pardon to all maimer of men, for all man- 
Pr r rty tax nor (of) insurrections and trespasses ; and also a whole 
fifteenth shoold be gathered, and payed that same year, 
at Martinmass, and at our Lady Day in Lent after; 
which annoyed the people, for they had payed a little 
before a great tax, and tiie fifteenth part of every man s 
goods, etc. 

LordWeiiM* And in the tenth year of King Edward's reign, in 

iniurrection , 1 « 1 1 ■» 1 -nr.,, , , _ 

inUncoia. the month of March, the Lord W illoiiLiliby ;3i the 
Lord Welles, his son ; Thomas Delalande, Knight $ and 



' » This iMMitt of ^ etptivity 

of Edward differs from that n^iinily 
given by our hutoriani. By them 
it is affirmed that whilst the King 
and the Earl of Warwick were ne- 
gotiating the terms of perire, the 
Earl seised upon the per^n of Ed- 
ward, and liad falra conveyed to fbe 
Castle of Midleham, to the custody 
of his brother the Archbishop, to 
whose care he intrusted him. 
"There is great talking in fbis 
COOntry of the desire of my Lord 
of York ; the people report full 
worshipfally of my Lord of War- 
wick ; they have no fear here but 
that he and others ahoold show too 



gr^A favonr to them that have beea 

rulers of this country before time.*' 
— {Ptttton Letters, vol. iv. p. 

177.9.) 

^' See Heame's Fragment, p. 25. 
In the Excerpta Hiatorica is given 
the oonfesdon of ffir Robert Wellei, 
by which it appears that the object 
of t>ie ronspirnry was " to dethrone 
Edward and place the crown on the 
head of the Dnke of <3arence, and 
that the Earl of Warwick, and the 
Duke of Clarence had for some 
time been urging Lord Welles and 
his son, to continoe firm to thdr 
canae." 
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Sir Thomas Dymoke^ Knight, the King's Champion, a.p. 
droYo out of Linoofaiahire Sir Thomas k Burgh, a 
Riii{]^ht of the King^s house, and pulled down hn place, 

and took all hib goods and chatcls, that they might find, 
and they gathered all the commons of the sliire, to the 
number of thirty thousand, and cried " King Harry,'*' 
and refused " King Edward." And the Duke of Cla- coume 
renoe^ and the Earl of Warwick, caused all this, like as ('l;ir<'iice and 
they did Robin of Reddeedale to rise before that> at *^ 
Banbttiy field. And when Kmg Edward heard thereof, 
he made out his commissions, and gathered a great 
people of men, and sent his f)ardon to the Lord Wil- 
loughby, and a commandment, that [theyj (he) should 
come to him, and so he did. And when the King was Hs^** 



mate of him, he and all his host went towards Lincohi- ^°^^'\^^^ 

^ ' • m wnnia Lord 

ahire, (where) the Lord Welles^ and aH the other peo- wuioogmiy. 
pie were gathered together ; and (he) commanded Lord 

Willoughby to send a letter to his son, and to all the 
people, that he (had) gathei-ed, that they should yield 
them {selves) to him, as to their Sovereign Lord, or else 
he made a vow, that the Lord Willoughby should lose 
his head; and he wrote, and sent his letter forth, but 
therefore they would not cease ; wherefore the King Lord wu- 
oommanded the Lord Willoughby*s head for to beiS!£«l7^ 
smitten off, notwithstanding his pardon. And so the 
King ^2 took his host, and went ti>\Mirds his enemies, 
and loosed his guns of his ordinance upon them, and 



At first Edward was in igno- 
rance as to the secret movers of 
this reroH being the Dalce of CU- 
rence and the Earl of Warwick, 
and " trusting tliey would have 
aided him in subduing the insurrec- 
tions in Lincolnshire, as they had 
promised, he had authorized them 
to assemble forces and bring them 
to him," His Impetaomtj aid not 
allow him to wait for Warwick, and 
the Duke of Clarence, and having, 
by this victory, completely discon- 
certed tlie plena of the conspintton, 



instead of joining the King, they 
retreated to Manchester in alarm. 
Kxasperated at th^r perfidy he ar* 

rayed the counties against them, 
and issued orders for their arrest, 
giving them, however, till the 28th 
of March to come in and receive 
his pardon. In the act of March 31, 
1470, ** he charges Warwick with 
having treacherously excited Welles 
to his insurrection." — {See fho 7)o- 
cumenfs from fho ChiKe Rolls in 
the Chapter on (he Dutputes ^ the 
B^at Brotkeri.) 
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A.D. 1469. fought with them, and anon the oommoDB fled away ; 
SS^oSf but thefe were many men slain of LineohiBhire, and the 
Ki ^ Lord Welles, Sir Thomas Delalande, and Sir Thomas 

Dynioke, Knights, taken and boheaded. And when the 
Duko of Clarence, and the Earl of Wanviek lieard the 
field was lost, nnd how their counsel was discovered, 
they fled westwards to the sea side,^^ and took there 
hiroHBhips, and sailed towards Southampton, and in- 
tended there to have a great ship of the said Earl of 
Warwick's, called **the Trinity*' ; but the Lord Scales, 
the Queen's brother, was sent thither by the King's 
commandment, and others with liiiii, and fought with 
the said Duke and Earl, and took there divers ships of 
Tbe Dakeof theirs, and many of their men therein, so that the Duke 
KaH of ^v^^■ aud tho Earl were fain to flee to the King of France, 
r^Hiw. where they were worshipftdly received. And after this 
the King Edward came to Southampton, and com- 
manded the Earl of Worcester to sit, and judge such 
men, as were taken in the ships, and so twenty persons 
ciapham sod of genik'inen and yeomen, were hanged,"^^ drawn, and 
cated at quartered, and headed ; and after that they hanged up 
soatiwiDp. ^ ^ stake made sharp at both ends, 



* After the Battle of Stamford, 

Edward pursued liis brother and the 
Earl of Warwick as far as Exeter. 
Thia we gather from the following 
letter of tlic Dalce of Svlfolk, 
(Joku de la Pole). 

** 7b ikeBttU^g, Comtableh *tnd 
Chamberiams ^ our Bwfmgh tff 
Kyet and to every each of them. — 
Fur as mnch as Edmund Lee, and 
Juhn Barker, wliich were waged for 
your town, to await apon as la the 
Kinij's service to Lincoln field, and 
frr>in thence to Exeter and {back) 
again ; and for that reason, as we 
be informed, they are not yet fally 
contented and ])aid of their wages ; 
wherefore, upon the sight hereof, 
we will end cWge that ye without 
eny lODfer ddaj pej them their 



I whole dntiet aoeordinf to (the) eo- 

venant that ye un lr with them, and 
ye fail not hereof, as ye intend our 
pleasure. Written at Wingfield, 
the 22 day of October (1470). — 
SuFKot.K.''— (Poeleii Leiiert, wl. 
iv. p. 449*) 

*^<«Tipetote(/oAii Tip f oft) Earl 
of Worcester." — (Lelaml.) 

^ " Inter qtios Clapham." " Tlie 
Earl caused the bodies of certain 
eondemned men, after they were 
hanged, to be thrust through the 
fundament up to the end with 
stakes." — {Iceland.) From Wark- 
worth's text it is evident that the 
heads had been severed from the 
bodies before the separate parts 
were thus revnited hy means of the 
■take. 
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whereof one end was put in at bottokys, and .the other a. p. i4fl»« 

end their head were put ii])()n , l(>r the which the people 
of the land were greatly displeased ; and ever afterwards 
the Earl of Worcester was greatly [be] hated among the 
people, for their disordinate (illegal) death, that he used 
contrary to the Jaw of the land. 
And when the said Dnke of Garencet and the Earl of a i 



Warwick were in France, there appeared a blasong star Si.""* 
in the west, and the flame thereof like a spear-licad, the 
which diverse of the King'^ house saw it, whereof they 
were full sore adrede (afraid). And there in France, 
where the said lords were, they took their counsel what 
wlis best for to do ; and they could find no remedy, but Marriage 
to send to Queen Mamret, and to make a marriage 
betwixt Prince Edward, King Henry's son,36 and ano^ 
ther of the said Earl of Warwick's daughters, which Ann^/riiie. 
was concluded, and (they were) in France worship iully 
wedded. And there it was appointed, and accorded, 
thai King Many should rejoice (in) the Kingdom 
of England again, and reign as well as he did be- 
fore^ and after him hia Prince Edward, and his heirs 
qf his body lawfully begotten; and, if it happened 
that he deceased without heirs of his body lawfully 
'gotten, then should the Kingdom of England, with 
the Lordships of Ireland, remain unto Oeorore, the 
Duke of Clarence, and his heir for evermore. Aiso it 
was appointed and agreed, that Harry, Duke of Exeter, 
Edmund, Dnke of Somerset, lHX>ther to Harry, that was 
slain at Hexham-field, the Earl of Devonshire, called 
Courteney, and all other knights, squires, and all others, 
that were put out and attainted for King Harry's quarrel, 
should come into England ajjain, and ever\ man to re- 
joice (in) his own livelihood and inliabitants (inherit- 
anci), [Which] all these 'pointments aforesaid, were 
written, indented, and sealed, betwixt the said Queen 
Margaret, the Prince, her son, in that one part, and the 

^ See Heerae's Fragmeal, p. ^7, 8. 
i2 
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A.D.im. Duke of Clarence, and the Earl of Warwick on tlmt 
other part. And moreover to make it sure they were 
sworn, and made great oat! is to each other, which was 
done hy all (ai ihe) King of France s counsel. 
The Duke of And in the same tenth year aforesaid, a little before 
thf'h^ri^ Michaelmaa^ the Duke of Clamce, and the Earl of 

land in Kaf> 

Warwick,'? landed in the weet ooontry, and gathered 
mSo.*"^"*' there a great people. The Lord Marquns Montagne had 
gatherodi six thousand men, by King Edwiu d\s commis- 
sion and commandrnont, to the intent to have resisted 
the said Duke of Clarence and the Earl of Warwick. 

Nevertheless the said Marqnis Montague hated the 
King, and purposed to hare taken him ; and when he 
was withm a mile of King Edward, he declared to the 
people, that were there gathered with him, how King 
Edward had first given to him the Earldom of Northum- 
berland, and how he took it from him, and gave it {to) 
Harry Percy, whose father was slain at York-field; 
and hoWy of late time, he had made him Marquis of 
Montague, and gave a pyeVnest to maintain his estate 
with ; wherefore he gave knowledge to Mb people, that 
he would hold with the Eari of Warwick, his hrother, 



V Edward «ppem to have been 

at York, when news reached him 

of the tbre!?tpneil invasion, as we 
learu from the tollowing letter, di- 
leeteds 

Jb our well-hrhrml WUtttm 

Swan, GetUleman. 
*• R {ex) B {dwardm.) By the 
King. Trasty and wdUbeloved we 
greet you ; and for so much as we 
be credibly ascertained that our aa» 
cient eDemiea of Franoe, and oar 
outward rebels and traitors be 
drawn together in accord, and in- 
tend hastily to laud in our country 
of Kent, or in parts thereof near 
adjoining, with great might and 
power ot Frenchmen utterly to de- 
stroy us and our true subjects, and 
to sobTert the commonweal of the 
same our Realm : — We straitly 
charge and command yott» upon the 



fidth and liegeanee that ye bear 

unto us, that ye arredie {make 
ready) you with all the fellowship 
ye cau make, and as soon as yc maj 
understand that they land in onr 
said county or near by, that yc draw 
thither, as we have commanded 
other onr subjects to do, and put 
you in Uttermost devoir {eHdetttmr) 
with them to resist the malice of 
our said enemies and traitors ; and 
if tliey and ye be not of power ao 
to do, that then ye draw you to onr 
city of London, by which time we 
trust to be there in onr own person, 
or nearby ; and if we be not that, 
that then ye do farther all ye shall 
be commanded by our Council 
there, upon the pain above said. 

" Given under our signet, at our 
City of York, the 7th day of Sep- 
tember."^(U70.) 



* 
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md take King Edwaid if he migbty and all those that a.d. i4;o. 
would bold with him. But, anon, one of the hoet^wiiwi 

wsnudof Id* 

went oat mm the feUoirahip^ and tpld King Edwaid all ^^l^^ 
manner of things, and bade him aToid» (ftee^) for he 
waa not ntetrng enough to give battle to (Me) Marquis 

(of) Montague ; and then anou King Edward hasted 
him, in all that he might, to the town of Lynu, and 
there he took shippingj^s on Michelmas day, in the 
tenth year of his reign, with Lord Hastings, that waa 
the King*a Cfaamberlain; Lord Say, with divers other 
knigfata, and squires; passed and sailed over the 8ea».u^ci.i. 
into Fknders, to his brother-in-law, the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, for succour and help, etc. 

Here is to know, that in the beginning of the month 
of October, the year of our Lord 1470, the Bishop of 
Winchester, by the asscsit of the Duke of Ckrence, 
and the Earl of Warwickf went to the Tower^ of 
London, where King Harry was in prison, (by King Hen^' vi. 
Eidward^s eonunanchnait,) and there took him from 
his keepers, which was not worshipfully arrayed as a 
prince, and not so cleanly kept, as should (he-) seem 
such a Prince. They had him out, and new arrayed*' 
him, and did to him great reverence, and bronght him 
to the palace of Wertmineter, and so he was restored 



• Sec Hearne's Fragment, p. 30. 

M u entered the ship without 
bag or baggage, without cloth, sack 
or nail, and perchance with a great 
purse and little treaeare, for he nor 
M» bad no leisure to provide, ac- 
eovdbtf to their degrcea and 
tetee.'^H[Gh|^eii, p. 688.) 

* ** Warwick ca>ne to the Tower, 
and there dflivered King Herry VT. 
out of pri&on, and giving him iiis 
robe of Majesty, brongbl blm to 
(3t,y FMd'i, the people rejoicing 
on every side, and there thanked 
God, for that it bad chanced aii they 
would and deiired."— (iXin^iV*^ 
CMte. 14.) 



" On the 25th of October, the 
Dake of Clarenee accompanied by 
the Earls of Warwick, Shrewsbury, 
and the T.ord Stanley, and other 
Lards and Gentleoien, some for 
fear, and aome for love, and loaie 
' only to paze at the wnvrring world, 
resorted with great company to the 
Tower of London, and thence wiUi 
great pomp brought King Henrf 
VI. apparelled in a long gown of 
blae velvet, through the high streets 
of London, to the Cathedral Chnreh 
of St. Paul, the people on the 
right hand, and on the left hand, 
rejoicing and crying : God save 
the King t" ^Grqfltm*^ CAreniele, 
p. (WO.) 
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A.D. 14SU to the crown again, and wrote in all his letters, write,^ 
Ann n . ui and other records, the year of his reign, **Aiino Megni 
vif !n. Eegis Henrki SexH quadragetimo nono^ et Eeademp- 
tionis sun Regiae Potestatis primo.^ Whereof all his 

goorl lovers were full glad, and the more part of people 
(a/so). Nevertheless before that, at (the time when) he 
was put out of his realm by King Edward, all England, 
for the more part, hated him^^ and were full glad to 
R^a8oi.8 fur havo s chaoge ; and the cause was the good Duke of 
Gloucester was put to death, and John Holland^ Didce 
of Exeter poisoned, and that the Duke of Suffolk, the 
Lord Say, Daniel Trevylian, and other mischievous peo- 
ple, that were about the King, were so covetous to\\ ai is 
themselves, and di<l no ibrce"*'^ (had no care) oi the 
King's honour, nor of his weal, nor of the common 
weal of the land, where King Harry trusted to them, 
that they should do, and labour in tune of innocence 
ever for the common weal, which they did contrary to 
his will ; and also France, Normandy, Gascotgne, and 
(.iuicime, was lost in his time. And these were the 
causes, with others, that made the people to grudge 
against him, and all because of his false lords, and 
never of him; and the common people said, if they 
might have another King, he should get all again, and 
amend all manner of things, that was amiss, and bring 
the realm of England in great prosperity and rest. 
Nevertheless, when King Edward the Fourth reigned, 
the })eo|)l(^ looked after all the foresaid prosperities, and 
Rcwoiufor peace, but it came not; but one battle after another, 
popularity. ' and much trouble and great loss of goods among the 
common people; as first the fifteenth of all their 



PC 



thf> Kc'ntish Memorial, in | ''no matter," at in the foliowtng 



the iiitroiiuction, in which all the 
grieranoet wbkih ted td the ill- 
feeling towards Henry are pldnly 
exprened. 

« ** No tvret,** U conaUndy wed 
by CbanoMT to imply, ** no care," 



initanoe : — 
« I do no force of your divinity, 
Bnt o thing wame I tlkoe, I iral 

not jape, 
Tiiuu wolt algates wete how we 
be ibape*" 

JFWrt^a Tait, 709d. 
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goods,^ and then a whole fifteenth, and yet at eveiy a.d. i47o. 
battle {they had) to oome far out (of) their countries 
at their own cost ; and these and such other (causes) 

brought England right low, and many men said that 
King Edward had much blame for hurting merchandize, 
for in his days they were not in other lands, nor within 
JBngland, taken m such reputation and credence as they 
were before, etc 

And (the) twentyaixth day of November, ^ii^g "^^^^^J^'f * 
Harry called a parliament^ at Westminster, ^"igjjjjj^"^ 
there George, Uie Archbishop of York, Cliancclor of^wMd. 
I^ijii^lmd, which (discussed) this proposition before the 
iviiii:. and his Lords, and the commons, of that same 
parliament aBsembled, *^ Revertimini (Convertimini) [ad 
me] filii revertentesy {dicit Dominus quia) ego [enim] 
vit vester*^ Jeremiah, Chap. iii. (v« 14,) And in tilie ^ vro- 

• ^ ' scribed No- 

month of February after, Harry, Duke of Exeter ; Ktum. 

Edmund, Duke of Somerset; Lord John of Somerset, 
his brother, Earl of Ormond; Jasper, Earl of Pem- 
broke, brother to the King Harry; and the Earl of 
Richmond, with many other kniglits, and squires, gcn- 
Uemen, and yeomen, came into England, and entered 
into their lordships, and lands, which at the parliament 
above said, and all other attainders, that were made m 
King Edward's time, were annulled, and King Harry 
wiis admitted to his crown, and dignity again, and ;dl 
his men to their inheritance. And then was taken the 
Earl of Woroester,^^ which was arrested, and arraigned, 



^ The fery hemvj tazM and dds 

levied by Edward had made him 
unpopular. He had held forth 
great promises, but instead of per- 
formiBg these Im had oppmted tiie 
ration more tlian his predecessor. 
The coutinuator of Hardy ng's 
Chronicle placet in the BMmth of 
the Earl of Warwick, however, the 
greatest cause of Edward's unpo- 
pularity: "Wherefore 1 thiuk it 



will come to paat, tliat either he 

will dpstroy all nobility, or else 
nobility must destroy him." The 
King himself afterwards acknow- 
ledged to Commines that such was 
really hia policy.— (See note 
p. 128. 

^ See page 36* note K 

^ Infinitely beyond the time in 
which he lived was John Tiptoft, 
£Uui of Worcester, one of the most 
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A.D. 1170. before Sir John Vere, the Earl of Oxford, eon and faeir 

to the 'foresaid Earl of Oxford, which was beheaded at 
the Tower Hill, as before written ; and so the Earl of 

wJrSi?'^ \V orcesttT was judged by such law, as he did to other 
meo, and when he was dea<l, his body and his head were 
buried together, at the Black Friars in London, wkk all 
the hoDouis and wonhip, that hia friends eoiiid do. 

gueen Eiha- Also Quecn Elizabeth Kinff Edward's wife, whioh had 

belb goea to ^ ^ ' 

miictu«7>« well victualed and fortified the Tower of London, when 

she heard that her sovereign and husband \va.s ilc J,*' 
she went Hecredy out of the tower into sanctuary at 
Westminster, with ail her children, and she herself was 



tearmd tad MeonirffAed men in 

Europe. The friend of TEneas 
Sylvias (Pope Pius II.), like him 
lie was the great patron and en- 
OOimger of literature in this coun- 
try, and by his liberality William 
CaxtoB was enabled to introduce 
the Art of Printing into Englaiid. 
The printer's heart OTerflowt In 
gratitude, and in dropping a tear 
over the ontimely fate of his bene- 
fwtor, learet ■ deplorable picture 
of the ignorance of the bulk of the 
nobility in the Reign of Edward 
the Fourth. His words are : Jn 
kif9 tfm§ pimmnd In mt/m 9mA 
cnnnyng none lyhe hym emong the 
torde* qf the temporalitief m sci- 
ence md monUi veriue" And 
again : " The ojfe tkm djfd ait one 
hlowe cut of more femynffp, than 
w<u lefte in the heads qf' alt the 
ntnyryny Lorda md noMiUie" 
Lord Worcester was beheaded A.D. 
1470, during the short restorntion 
of King Henry the Sixth, haviug 
fled on the departore of Edward 
the Fourth. He was tn\vrt non- 
cealed in a tree in Wey bridge 
Forest. Besides the works enu- 
merated in Lord WuIpole*e Royal 
and Noble Authors, I have seen in 
the Library of the late John Haw- 
kins, Esq., a Maniucript Chronicle 
of England with this title : " Chro- 
nica Reffum Angliw cr Divemh 
Hi»toriographi» per JJoinmum Jo- 



AfliMS^HS ^^^l|^PAirtMrf ^imtt^^tt^ j^ppflw^^ftMs 

eoUecta.*' It i« n rlo«p!y 

4 to volume, on vellutn of different 

texture, and consisting of 174 

leaves. 

* And in tlio-p f^nys taken 
that cmel executioner, and dread- 
lul headsman* the Earl of Woroce- 
ter, and impriaoBed in the Tower 
of London, and in a short time 
after beheaded at the said Tower, 
and bwried obeciu'dy at Blnek 
Friars (apud Fratres Predicatores) 
near Ludgate." — {MS. AruudeL 
Coll. ArtH.Y. fol. 171M 

When the fame was spread of 
K'm^ Edward flying, innumerable 
people resorted to the Earl of 
Warwi^ to take his part; bat aU 
King Bdward'a tmaty friends went 

I to divers Sanctor^rie^, daily looking 
and hourly barkening, to hear of 
his health and prospeitras retnni, 
who afterwards served him manfully 

' mu\ truly. Amongst others, Queen 
Elizabeth, his wife, almost desperate 
of all comfort, took aanctoaiy at 
Westminster, and therr in great 
penury, forsaken of all hur friends, 
was delivered of a fair son called 
Edward, wlildi waa with small 
pomp, like a poor man's child, 
christened and baptized, the eod- 
fathera being the Abbot and nior 
of Westminster, and ttie godmother, 
the Lady Scrope.** {Grufiw't 
Chronicict p. 690.) 
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great with ehild, and was ddivered there even of a bod, a.d. im, 
that was called Prinoe Edward of England ; and there 

she abode still in great trouble, till King Edwaid came 
in again to her. 

And in the second week of March, the forty-ninth 
year of the Reign of King Harry the Sixth, and in the 
nrm tsar of the re^ of King Edward, the Fourth^ 
the same Kuig Edward took his ahippuig m FlanderB*^ ki^ Ed. 
and had with him the Lord Hastmgs, and the Lord Say, 
and nine hundred of Englishmen, and three hundred Qf 
Flemniings, with hand-oanis, and sailed towards England, 
and had great trouble upon tlie sea with storms, and 
lost a ship with horses; and purposed to have landed 
in Norfolk, and one of the Earl (of} Oxford's brothen, 
with the eonunons of the oountiy, arose up together, 
and put iiim aback to the sea again. And after that, as 
he was so troubled in the sea, that he was fain to land in 
Yorkshire, at Ravtiispume ; *^ and there rose against ia»idt at 
him all the country of Holderness, whose captain was a Bpunie, 
priest, and a person in the same country called. Sir 
John Westerdale, wiiich afterwards for his abused dis- 
position, was east in prison ui the Marshalsea, at Lon- 
don by the same King Edward : for the same priest 
met King Edward, and asked the cause of his landing ; 
and he answered, that he came thither by the Earl of 
Northumberland's advice, and shewed the EarPs letter by^inviuiion 
he sent to him etc. under his seal ; and also he came for or NorUuiB. 
to daini the Duchy of York, the which was his inherit- 
anoe of rights and so passed forth to the eity of York, 
where Thomas dillbrd let him in, and there he was 
examined again ; and he said to the mayor, and alder- cwm. ■! 

, , , first only his 

men, and to all the cununons of the city, in likewit>u as i>ukedomof 
he was before in Iluldemess at his landinnf ; that was to 
say that (he) never would claim no title, uor take upon 



^ S«6 Aote 'i page 56. 



I S«e FketHooU'a M^auscript, p. 38. 
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A.D. W9, hand to be King of Ongland^^ nor would have done {so) 
before that time^ but by (the) exciting and atifring of 
the Earl of Warwick; and thereto before all (the) 

people he cried: "A Kin^ Harry, A King and Prince 
and wew» Edward," and wore an osUich feather, Prince Edward's 

Prince ' ^ 

KdwMd'i livery. And after this he was suffered to pass the city, 
and so held his way southward, and no man letted 
(hindend) nor hurt him. 
At N|>tting- Afterward that, he came towaida Nottingham, and 
iXZd\>y Sir there came to him Sir William k Stanley, with three 
•Ml air w, hundred men, and Sir William Norris, and divers other 
men, arul tenants of Lord Hastings, so that he liad 
[Mi. Mi.] two thousand men and more ; and anon after 
he made his proclamation,^* and called himself King 
pruceeds to Edwatd of Eliigland, and of France. Then took he his 
c^irn^"^ way to Leicester, where were the Earl of Warwick, and 
^SJ^!' the Lord Marquis, his brother, with four thousand men 
or more. And King Edward sent a messenger to them, 
that if they would come out, that he would fi<(ht^^ witli 
thein. But the Earl of Warwick had a letter from the 
Duke of Clarence, that he should not tight with him, till 
he came himself ; and all (this) was to the destruction 
of the Earl of Warwick, as it happened afterward. Yet 
80 the Earl of Warwick kept still the gates of the town 
shut, and suffered King Edward (to) pass towards Lon- 
Edwaniand dou ; aud, a little out of Warwick, met the Duke of 
rinr#iicere. ClaTeuce with King Edward, with seven thousand 



Kiiu-iled, and 
proceed to 
mMmIqq* 



Si'c FIet'twoo4'l MS., pp. 40, I men were set forward, aiul mar- 
41, notes ' and ^. slialled in array, and he valiautlj 

Lelaud says 4 M. men or bade the Karl battle: which, iuis» 
more ; The MS. merely Mi. Mi. trusting that he should be deceived 
" This proclamation cast a great by the Duke of Clarence (as lie was 
sliame and dolour into the hearts of | indeed), kept himself close within 
the Citiieiii of York, for that they | the walle."— (Grq/ifon, p. 700.) 



might apperently perceive, that 

they were j-f-fhu-ed and for their 
goodwill unhoneiitly (if it might 
be said) ddvded end mocked.*'— 
(Onfflom, p. 69D.) 

*• And the next day after Ihis 
he came thither, {to Vowniry) his 



**The Duke c»me with a great 
power of men. The which, when 
King £dward perceived, he made 
toward* him, end that It shoald not 

be thought to be a made guile, set 
his host in array, as tliouRh he 
would fight, and so did the Duke. 
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men, and there they were made aeoord, and made a pro> a*d. i4;v. 
clamation forthwith in King Edward^s name ; and so all 

covenants of fidelity made betwixt the Duke of Clarence, 
and the Earl of Warwick, Queen Margaret, Prince Ed- 
ward, her son, both in England, and in Erance, were 
clearly broken and forsaken of the said Duke of Cla- 
rence ; (which in conclusion was destmctive both to him, 
and ih&n ; for peijiify- shall never have better end with- 
out great grace of God. Vtdefinm^ ^c.) King Harry 
then was in London, and the Archbishop of York, 
within ilic Bishop of London's Palace. 

And on the Wednesday next before Easter-day, K ing Abp. of York 
Harry, and the Archbishop of York with him, rode KDdon'w^uh 
about London, and desired the people to be true unto 
him; and eveiy man said they would. Nevertheless 
Urswyke> Recorder of London, and divers Aldermen, 
such that had rule of the city, commanded all the people, 
that were in harness, keei)ing the city, and King ilai ry, 
ever}' man to go home to dinner ; and in dinner time 
King Edward was let in, and so went forth to the 
Bishop of London's palace, and there took King Harry, 
and the Archbishop of York, and put them in ward,** 
the Thursday next before Easter-day. And the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbniy, the Earl of Essex, the Lord Ber- 
ners, and such other as owed King Edward good will, the Abp. of 
as well in London, as in other plact s, made as many men wani. 
as tlit'v ini^rht, ill sLieiigthening the said King Edward; 
so then he was a seven thousand men (strong) ^ and there 
they refi^eshed well themselves, all that day, and Good 



But when they came in sight, Ri> ! This differs from the account 
ehard, D«1ra of GloneMter* fint | In Fleetwood's MS. see p. 60; sdA 

spake with the Duke privily, and Warkworth himself impUes, in his 
then came to Edward, and did the . account of the Archbishop's mis* 
same to him, and at the last peace I fortunes, hereafter narrated, that he 
was proclaimed, whetebj every mail had made his peace with Edwardt 
putting: down his T^•p^;^t^It':, King before he reached London. If 
Edward and his brethren embraced therefore he was put in ward, it 
lotlngly ODO Miother, etc. eto."— most only have been done to keep 
(ifordliny*! Cmtm. p. 19.) np i^ppeonuioei. 
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A.D. 1470, 
FrooMdaia 



and meeta 
the Karl of 
Warwick** 



Battle of 
Bamet, 

Kuter Sun- 
day, 14t»i 
AjMil, 1471. 



Friday. And upon Easter Even, he and aU his host 
went toward Baniet^ and carried King Harry^ with 
him ; for he had understanding, that the Eari of War- 
wick, and the Duke of Exeter, tho Lord Marquis (of) 
Montague, the Earl of Oxford, and many other knights, 
squires, and commons, to the nimiber of twenty thou- 
sand, were gathered together to fight against King 
Edward. But it happened that he, with his host, were 
entered into the town of Bamet» before the Earl of 
Warwick, and his heat. And so the Eail of Warwick, 
and his host, lay without the town all night, and each of 
them loosed guns at (the) other all the night. Antl on 
Easter day in the morning, the fourteeiuh day of April, 
right early each of them cauic upon (the) other; and 
there was such a great mist, that neither of them might 
see {tk£) other perfectly. There they fought firom four 
of dock in tke movning, unto ten of dock (in) the fore- 
nam. And divers times the Earl of Warwick's party 
had the victory, and supposed tliat they had won the 
field. But it happened so, that the Earl of Oxford's 
men had upon them their lord s livery, both before and 
behind, which was a star with streajniBi which {was} 
much like King Edward's livery, the sun with streams ; 
and the mist was so thick, that a man m^g^ not per- 
feetly judge one thing from another ; so the Earl of 
\V arwick's men slxot and fought against the ijaii of 



• The which fortune chanced 
to him hf many men's opinions, be- 
cause he was a very simple and in- 
nocent man, and that he had rather 
in godlineHH ami virtnr excel others, 
than in honour and rule ; so that 
Hmt the love that he had to Chriat'a 
Beligion, he looked for no dignity 
or honour, which chanceth to few 
tliat will not seek for it, or r^ard 
and keep it when thejr have ft Bnt 
his enemies said he was a coward, 
and had not the heart or manliness 
to he a Kiug, or meet for that of- 
fice. So, that whoaoever dea|iiaetfi 



what the common people allowc th 
and manreleth at, is accounted for 
a madman; contrarywisc he diat 
doth agree to them, and in their tale, 
hp TP a wise man, where indeed such 
wisdom (as it iii commmiW aud) is 
IboiiihneM before God. Also aonie 
said, it was the will of God, that it 
should 80 be, for his grandfather 
iienry iV. got it by viideacy and 
foree of arma, ao that it ooald not 

he long enjoyed of him ; but that 
fault of the grandfather did redouud 
on the heirs." — (Hardjfuy' it Chro- 
nlcle, CmUm, H.) 
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Oxford's men, thinking uid supponng, that they hadA.D.i47i. 
been King Edward's men ; and anon the Earl Ox* 

ford, and his men, cried treason ! treason ! !^ and fled 

avva) irom the field with eight hundred men. The Lord 

Marquis (of) Mnntafriie^^ was agreed, and appointed with 

King Kdward, and put upon him King Jbldward s livery; 

and a man of the Earl of Warwick's, saw that, and fell 

upon him, and killed hinu And, when the Earl of War- Ti>e Maniuis 

wiek saw his brother dead, and the Earl of Oxford fled, 

he lei^ed on horseback, and fled to a wood by the field 

of Barnct, where was no way forth , and one of King 

Edward's men had espied him, and one came upon him, 

and killed Iiim, and despoiled him naked. And so King 

Edward ffot that field. And there vvas slain of the Eari Kdwirdob- 

^ tains the 

of Warwick's party, the Earl himself, Marquis {of) Mon* f*^* 
tague. Sir William Tyrelly Knight, and many others. 
The Duke of Exeter fought nian(/tt/)ly there that day, 

and w^as greatly despoiled, and wounded, and left naked 
for dead in the field, and so lay there from seven of (ike) 
clock, till four {in the) afternoon, which was taken up 
and brought to a house * by a man of his own^ and a 
leech brought to faun and so afterwards brought into 
sanctuary at Westminster. And (of) King Edward's 
party was dain the Lord Cromwell, son and hour to the 
Earl of Essex; Lord Bemors (his) son and heir, {Sir 
Humphrey Bourchier;) Lord Say, and divers other to the 



This accomit of the batde dif- 

fer« in all respects from Fleetwood's 
MS. see p. 64, 5. The Continuator 
of Hardyog's Chronicle, who ac« 
ciuws the Marqais «f treachery 

Erior to the battle, bears witness to 
is proper conduct daring the en> 
gagemmt. Finding Uitt King's 
IkMM SNAtly to outnanber bis 
own, and seeing fresh troops conti- 
nually replacing those he had driven 
btckf the Earl of Werwick, toeom* 
jport and encourage his men, " most 
valiantly came nmorjc; the mid?;f of 
his enemies, aud ihtrc kiUcd and 



slew many of tiunn, when he him- 
self at last was stricken down, nirl 
his brother, Lord Marquis, then 
following him, after whose death all 
the otiiers fled and so were taken 
most part of them." — (Hardynf/'s 
Condn* p. 21.) Sir John Paston, 
who was present in Warwidc'sarmy, 
does not nolire any treachery on the 
part of the Marquis, but makes 
honourable mention of him. — (See 
note p. 66.) 

* " CaUed Ruthelana." — 

land.) 
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A.D. 1471. number [of both parties] four thousand men. A nd after 
Ir'ui^^ that the field was done, King Edward oonunanded both 
fnAiZl^^B the Earl of Warwick's body, and the Lord Marquis' 

elpo^'a?'*' body, to be put in a cart, and returned himself with ail 

st-nurk. j^jj^ j^^g^ again to London; and there commanded the 

said two bodies, to be laid in tlie church of (St.) Paid's, 
on the pavement, that every man might see them ; and 
so they lay three or four days, and afterwards were 
buried.^' And King* Hany, being in the forward {in 
tur4 ward) during the battle, was not hurt ; but be was 
brought again ic the Tower of London, there to be kept. 

And Queen Margaret, and Prince Edward her son, 
other knights, squires, and other men of the Kinjr of 
France, had navy to bring them to England ; which 
when they were shipped in France, the wind was so con- 
trary unto them seventeen days and nights, that 
mig^t not come fix>m Normandy with unto Enghmd, 
which with a wind, might have sailed it in twelve hours; 
which at the seventeen days end, on Easter day at the 
Que«nMar- cvcn, thc(y) landed at Weymouth, and so by land from 

(faret and ' \j ' . •> j 

Edward Weviiiouth tlicC?/) rodo to Exeter; and met with 
^^y*"'^ here, at Weymouth, Edmund Duke of Somerset, the 
mwth^^pru j^jd JqIui his brother,^^ brother to Harry Duke of 
Somerset slain at Hexham, and Gourteney the Earl of 
Devonshire, and many other* And on Easter Monday 
were brought tidings to them, that King Edward had 
won the field at Barnet, and that King Harry was put 
into the Tower again. And anon right they made out 
commandments, in the Queen'*s name and the PrinceX 
to all the west country, and ^thered great people, and 



^ See Fleetwood't MS., p. 6f. 

" The common people said, that the 

King was not so jocund, nor so 
joyous, for the destruction' of the 
Earl, but he was more ionrowfiil 

for the death of the Marquis, whom 
both he knew, and it appeared to 



caused both fheir bodies to be wiUi 

their ancestors, solemnly baiied at 
the Priory of Bishain/'-^Gn|^oii, 

p. 705.) 

" See Fleetwood's MS., p. 68, 

et seq. " Thither (to Weymouth) 
came to them Edmund Duke of 



others, to be inwardly his faithful I Somerset., the Lord John his bro* 
friend. For whose obIj aahe, he | ther [muOe] ete/*-^(i>toHf.) 
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kept their way towards the town of Bristol. And when a.d. 1471. 

ir! pro ret 
Kriittul, 



the King heai^ that they were landed, and had gathered < i r ' 



so much people, he took all his host, and went out of 

London the Wednesday in Easter week, and Dian{yw/)]y 

took his way towards tliem; and (ichen) Prince Edward thence to 

. Gloncfftfr, 

heard thereof, he hastened himself, and all Ixis host 
towards the town of Gloucester; but he entered not into 
the town, hut held forth his way to the town of Tewkes- ami iMa. 
bury, and there he made a field not far from the nver 
Severn. And King Edward, and his host, came upon 
hiiji the Saturday, the fourth day of May, the year afore- 
said of our Lord 1471, — and the eleventh year of King Bnttieof 
Edward. And Edmund Duke of Somerset, and Sir j^'^wj"'* 
ITna:1i Conrtenay, went out of the field, by the which the 
field was broken ; and the most part of the people fled 
away from the Prince, by tl)e which the field was lost, 
in their party.^ And there was slain in the field, 
Prince Edward,**** which cried for succour to his brother^ w«to^ Md^ 
in-law, the Duke of Clarence. Also there was slain, the Lancw- 
Conrtenay, the Earl of Devonshire, the Lord John of 
Somerset, the Lord Wenlock, Sir Edmund Hampden, 
Sir Robert Whittinghatn, Sir William Vaux, Sir Nicho- 
las Haryey, Sir John Delvis, Sir William Fielding, Sir 
Thomas Fitzharry, Sir John Lewkenor, knights ; and 
these were taken and beheaded afterwards, where the 
King had pardoned them in the abbey-church of Tewkes- K.iwani's 
min% by a i)riest, that turned out at his mass, and tlie as'-resrard ot 
sacrament in his hands, when King Edward came with Hwred pro. 
his sword into the church ; {who) required him by the 
virtue of the sacrament^ that he should pardon all those 
whose names here follow: the Duke of Somerset, the 
Lord of Saint John's, Sir Humphrey Audeley, Sir Ger- 
vais of Clifton, Sir William Gremyby, Sir William Gary, 



*• "This was the last Civil-battle 
that was fought in King Edward's 
days, which was fought the 3rd day 



of May, then being Satordftf.''— 

{Grqfton, p. rif>.' 

See Fleetwood's MS., page 82, 
and note 
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1471. Sir Thomas Tresham, Sir WiUiani Ncwburgh, knights ; 
Hairy TraBhanit Walter CJoartenajr, John Florey, Lewis 
Mylee, Robert Jackson^ James Gower, James Delvisy 
son and heir to Sir John D^vis ; which, upon tmst of 
the King's ])ardon,*' given in the same church, the 
Saturday, alKxlc there still, when they micrht havo o^one, 
TheKinc'a and ssved their lives which (however) on Monday 
pSjonr^ after were beheaded notwithstanding the King*s pardon. 
Quo. .. M ir. And afterwards these ladies were taken ^ueen Mar* 
^iii'ii^ gaiet ;^ Prinee £dwacd*s wife» the second daughter of 
the Earl of Wannck ; the Conntesa of Devonshire, 
i>ame Katherine Vane. And these were taken, and 



" The promises of Edward ap- 
pear only to hate been made to be- 
tray thote who <»iifided in them. 
This entire want of Kingly faith 
may account in some measure for 
tlie gnat loaa of lUb in tlieie oiTil 
wars, as it was considered safer to 
trmt tn the sword than to the 

Kuig ii word. 

® Much noble blood would have 
been spared but for the cruel policy 
of Edward. He told Commines, 
himself, that " it was his custom, 
when the Yietoiy was decided, to 
ride over the fieU* eihoftiiif his 
men to save the common people, 
but to put the gentry to the sword." 

Marpfirft was first conveyed to 
the Tower, and thence to Windsor. 
Haviof destroyed all bar noble fol- 

lowers, the King appears to have 
relaxed in his conduct towards her, 
for on the 8th of January following. 
Sir John Plmton thus writes to liis 
BOttier : " As for Queen Margaret, 
I understand that she i& removed 
tnm Windior to Wallingford, nigh 
to Bwelm, my Lady of Suffolk's 
place in Oxfordshire." — {Panton 
Lettergf vol. ii. p. 8y,) She was 
tbve eommittod to the custody of 
the Duchess of Suffolk, her former 
favourite, who was allowr*! five 
marks per week for her muiute- i 
nance. Here die remained till| 



14 75, when Louis theXi. agreed to 
pay fbe meroenary Edward ttij 

thousand crowns, in five instal- 
ments, for her ransom, being the 
sum to be paid to King R^nd for 
ceding Ua right of inberitanee to 

Provence. The first instalnocnt was 
paid to the Lord Treasurer Ilownrd 
on November 13th in that year, and 
Margaret accompanied by the reti- 
nue of a private lady only departed 
for France, landing at Dieppe in 
the early part of January, 1476. 
Henoe she proceeded to Ronen to 
fulfil her part of the stipulations of 
the treaty, by which she renounced 
all right and tide to all iaheriCancca 
and privileges to which her mar* 
riage articles entiHed her. 
Margaret, formerly married in the 
Kingdom of Bngland, hereby assign 
all thni; 1 could pretend to in Eng- 
land by the articles of my marriage, 
with ail other things there to Ed- 
ward, now King of England.'*— 
(Rymer, vol. xii. p. 21.) Even in 
this hut act of Edward towards the 
iHdowed Queen he would not allow 
her uiy designation of royalty. 
Margaret ended her eventful life at 
the Castle of Damprierre, August 
25th, 1482, aged 50. She founded 
Queen's College, Cambridgt-, They 
were taken on the 14th of May, 
1471.— (Jf-Sf. Arundel Colt. Arm, 

y, p. 171^) 
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not skun ; Sir John Fortescue, Sir John Sentlow, Sir a.]>. 147o. 

Harry Roos, Thomas Ormond, Doctor Makerell, Edward 
Fulford, John Parker, John Basset, Jolin Wallis, John 
Thromere Throgmorton, and divers other men. And 
there was taken great good (booty) and many good 
horses, that were brought from beyond the sea. 

And in the same time that tlie battle of Tewkesbury 
WB8» Sir Walter Wrottyle (Q^. RusseU) and Geofiicey 
€hite, knights of the Eari of WiurwicVs, (who) were 
governors of the town of Calais, did send Sir George sir George 
Brooke knight, out of Calais, with three luindred of fhe'^B'Mtrii 
soldiers, unto Thomas Bastard Falconbridge, that was bri^luuui 
on the sea with the Earl of Warwick's navy, that he ^ 
should the oavy save ; and go into Kent, and to raise 
an Kent> to that intent to take King Harry out of the 
Tower, and destroy King Edward if he might ; which 
Bastard came into Kent, to Canterbury, and he, with 
{the) help of other crentlemen, they raised up all Kent, 
and came to London the fifth day of May the year 
aforesaid. But then the Lord Scales, that King Ed- 
ward had left to keep the city, with the Mayor and 
Aldermen^ would not sufifer the said Bastard to come 
into the city ; for they bad understanding that Prince 
Edward was dead, and all his host discomfited : where- 
fore the Bastard loosed his guns into the city, and and besiege 

1 T 1 1 • t CI London, Mi^ 

burnt at Alugate, and at London bridge; lor the^, i47i} 
which burning the commons of London were sore wroth, 
and greatly moved against them ; for an (if) they had 
not bumt» the commons of the city would have let them 
in, mangre (iwiunthttanding) of tiie Lord Scales'* heed, 
the Mayor, and all his brethren. Wherefore the Bas- 
tard, and all his host went over at Kingston Bridge,^ thence |ro. 
ten miles westward, and bad purposed to have destroyed JJ^,*** 
King Edward, or to have driven him out of the land. 
And if the Bastard had held forth his way, King Edward 



** See Fleetwood's MS., p. 90. 

K 
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147L by poMibflitj eoM not by power, bsre vensted the Bas- 
tiird ; for the Bastftrd had more thMi twenty thooaand 

good men, well harnessed, and (where) ever as he went, the 
peojilt' fell to him. The Lord Scales, and divers other 
of King Edward's council, tliat were in London, saw that 
the Bastaxd and his host went westward ; and that it 
ahould be a greater jeopardy to King Sdward, than was 
BaiDei field, or Tewkesbury fields (in so mnch when the 
field of Tewkeabury was done^hia host was departed from 
(him) ;) wherefore they promised to the Bastard, and to 
divers others that were about him, and in especial to one 
Nicholas Faunt, Mayor of Canterbury, that he should 
but iMfuoicd entreat him to turn homewards again. And Ibr as much 
bcMk, ' as £ur words, and promises make fools fam, the Bastard 
eonmianded aU his host, to turn to Blackheath^ again ; 
whieh was destruction oi himself, and many others ; for 
anon after, by the Duke of Glouoester m Yoikahire, the 
said Bastard was beheaded,^ notwithst^ndino he had a 
charter of pardon. And Nicholas Faunt wa^ ai'Lerwards 
widthem.e to hanged, drawu, and quailered in Canterbury. And 
MdaMid- when the Bastard and all his bost^ were come to the 
Blackheath again, in the next morning, he with the 
soldiers, and ditpmen of Calais, to the nnmba^ of six 
hundred hotaemen^ stole away firom the host, and rode 
to Rochester ; and from thence to Sandwich, where the 
Bastard abode the King's coming, and the soldicra 
sailed over sea to Calais. And when the host un- 
derstood, that their Captain was stole from them, they 
kept themselves together all a day and a night, and 
then every man departed to his own house. And when 
King Edward heard thereof he was glad, etc* 
Here (U) is to (be) known, that King Edward nude 



^ Fleetwood's MS., p. 92. 
Another instance of Edward's 
perfidy. On the 27th of Sept. 
1471, ho w$M belieadedp" end hie 
head was put upon London Bridge, 



looking into Kent ward ; and men 
say, that his !)rother was sore hurt, 
and escaped to Sanctuary to Be- 
fvtkf, (Pwtm Leiien, vol* it. 
p. S3.) 



Digitized by Google 



CRROlflCLB.] TRE BEiaN OF EDWARD IT. 131 

out eomnuflsioiiB to many shires of England; which in a.d.i47i. 
a ten days there came to him, where he was, to the 
number of thirty thousand, and came with the King to 

. London, and there he was worshipfully received. And 
the same night that King Edward came to London, 
King Harry, being in ward, in prison in the Tower of Murder of 
London, was put to death,^? the twenty first day of^lSS^ 
May, on a Tuesday night, betwixt eleven and twelve of 
the doek ; being then at the Tower, the Duke of 6km- 
ceater, brother to King Edward, and many otiiera ; and 
on the morrow he was chestyde (coffined) and brought 
to (St.) I'.-iul's, and his face was open that every man 
mi^ht see him. And in his lying, he ])\rd on the pave- 
ment there; and afterward at the Black Friars was 
brought, and there he bled (a)new and (a)fresh ; and from 
thence he waa carried to Chertaey Abbey in a boat^ and 
buried there in our Lady Chapel. On the monow that adinni,oD 
the King was come to London, for the good servfee that to L<uid«a, 
London had done to him, he made knights of the Al- Aldermen, 
dermen ; — Sir John Stokstone, Sir Ralph Vemey, Sir 
Richard Lee, Sir John Young, Sir William Taylor, Sir 
George Ireland, Sir John Stoker, Sir Matthew Philip, 
Sir William Hampton, Sir Thomas Stalbrdce, Sir John 
Croaby, (und) Sir Thomaa Uiswike, Recorder Lon- 
d<m. And after that, the Eang and all his host rode into Proceeds to 
Rent to G^terbury, where many of the country (people) SS sid!T 
that were at Blackheath ^ith the Bastard, were arrested 
and brmii^lit before him. Aiul tht iv was hauojed, cb'awn nicKoIm 
and quartered, one Faunt^^ of Canterbury, that wascutMi. 



V See Fleetwood's MS., p. 93, 
note *. Worn A Breviat Cro- 

nicle, rontriynyncrr nil the Kynges 
from Brute to this daye, etc." Caa- 
terbory, 1553, U taken the fol- 
lowing eitc«et:-~" In tUa year, 
■L«o, upon the ascension even next 
fbUowin^ the dead corps of King 
Beorjt flie Slztti «vm bnraght horn 
the Tower of London where he ley 

K 



allnight. But how this prince came 
to hb death, I^Mre be divers say- 
ings ; bnt comrrionly i> snid that 
Richard, Duke of Gloucester, King 
Edward's brother, slew him wMt m 
dagger." 

» " In the Issue Roll of the 
Exchequer, XI. Edw. IV. we find 
the 1001 <ti£\ 3i. 4d* paid to one 
John BeUOy fbr the vilne of a hone 

2 
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A.0.1471. loving to the Earl of Warwick, which entreated the 
Bastard for to depart from hia hoet ; and divera men of 

the country were hanged and put to death. After that, 

the King rude into Sandwich, and beside all the Earl of . 

Warwick's navy there, that the Bastard had rule of; 

and took the Bastard with him, and returned again to 
Lord Din- LondoE. And immediately after that, was the Lord 
John Fog ap- Dinham, and Sir John Fog,'^ and di?efs otheis made 
t^llZ ^° oommiasioners, that sat upon all Kent, Sussex, and 

rfhtis who * 

•• hang the Essex, that were at Blackheath, and upon many others 
pnne. tad that were not there ; for some men paid two hundred 

the othera by i i i i j 

the neck."— marks, sonic a Inindred poundis, and some more and 
some less, m) tliat it cost the poorest man seven shil- 
lings, which was not worth so much, hut was fain to sell 
such clothing as they had, and borow the remainder, 
and labour for it afterwards. And so the King had out 
of Kent much good {luoiy) and little love. Lo 1 what 
mischief grows after insurrection ! etc. 
Heapptar- Aud iu {tlic) samc eleventh year of the King, in the 
tomet. beginning of January, there appeared the most marvel- 
lous blazing star that liad been seen. It arose in the 
southeast, at two of the clock at midnight, and so con- 
tinued a twelve nights ; and it arose easter and easter, 
till it arose full east; at rather and rather (jtomur 



and harness to condact thiaNicho- [ 109.) On the short restoration of 
las Faunt from the Tower of Lon- I King Henry VI. Sir Thos. Cooke, 



don, to the King, then in Kent. 
Hasted is one of thf' very few wri- 
ters who quotes W aikworth's Chro> 
nielef wUdi be does on thii point : 



then one of the members for the 
City, required reslitutiou of the 
22,000 marka he bad lost, "and 
eetting (Jbreueinff) no perils, eze- 



Hutory of Kent, vol. iv. p. 433." cuted the utmost of his wnHq^ 
(Haflhrfll .) " And there was against such ,ih he knew bare any 



Nicolas Fuuuie, the Mayor, and 
many others executed."— (Zeltml.) 

7(1 fi^i^ ^{,r John Fog was a crea- 
ture of King Edward the Fourth's, 
and hed been employed by him in 
the illegal imure and appropria- 
tion of the property of the wealthy 
citizens, accused of treason, parti- 
coltrly of Sir Thomee Cook, mho 
Jiad been Lord Major* — (Siee p. 



favour to lung Edward, of which 
he repented foil aore afterwaidi, 

and wag fain to Itj the land,"— 
{Siowef p. 185.) 

^ QpiniMmtiye of the adverb : 
rathe, »OOH, early. Conrmiing this 
Comet, Mr. Halliwell refers to the 
Nnreubecirii Chnmicle, fol. 254— 
MS« Anindel. Brit. Hna. 220. 
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and HHmer) ; and bo when it rose plain eaBt> it rose at ten a.d. 1472. 
of cloek in the night, and kept his course flaming west- 
ward over England ; and it had a white flame of fire fer- 
vently burning ; and it flamed eiuiiong I'rom the east to the 
west, and not upright, and a great hole therein, wliereof 
the flame came out of. And after six or ^evon dnys, it 
arose north-east, and so hackwarder and backwarder ; 
and so endured a fourteen nights^ full little changing, 
going from the north-east to the west, and some time it 
would seem quenched out, and suddenly it burnt fer- 
vently again. And then it wa^ at one time plain north, 
and then it compassed round about the loadstar, for 
ill the evening the blaze went against the south, and in 
the morning plain north, and then afterwards west; 
and so more west, flaming up right. And so the star 
oontmued four weeks, till the twentieth day of Fe- 
bruary ; and when it appeared yest (just) in the firraa- 
nent (horizon), then it lasted all the night, somewhat 
descending with a crreater smoke on the air. And some 
men said that tht blazings of the said star were of a 
mile (in) length. And a twelve days before the vaniah- 
ing thereof, it appeared in the evening, and was down 
anon within two hours, and ever of a colour pale, (and) 
steadfiurt; and it kept his course rising west in the 
north, and so every night, it appeared less and less till 
it was a.s little as a hazel stick ; and so at the last it 
vanished away the twentietli day of February. And 
some men said that this star was seen two or three 
hours before the sun('<) rising in December, four days 
before Christinas, in the southwest, so by that reason it 
compassed round about all the earth, all way changing * 
his course, as is afore rehearsed. 

And in the tavei-fth year of Kino: Edward, he let call Resumptioa 

f 11 It y ttt 

a parliament to be holden at Westminster, the which granu. 
began the eighth day alter Michclmas the same year ; 
in which parhament was a general resumption of all 
lordships^ tenments, and other possessions and fiefe 
granted by the King, from the first day of his reign 
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A.D. 1472. unto tbe day afbraukid. Also thm was granted, in tbe 
same parliament, that the tenth part of every man's 
good(s), lands, tenements, rents, and fiefs, thrcaighout 
all England, the value thereof as for a year ; and also a 
whole V^. among the commons, to be raised of goods 
and cfaatels ; and also £51^700 to bo raieed, of all m^'s 
lands, goodi^ and other poasesBkms wHhin the realm 
Hcvrytasca of England. Alao thm waa granted to the King 
tk.ni'uud'on by the apiritnalty, in a oonvoeation, two diemes and 

for U>e war priests' marks, throughout all P^ngland ; which all was 
withFnace. gj.j^j^^(,j] ^j,^ dosirc of the Kiniy, for he said he would 

(ffo) over sea, and conquer liis right and title in France, 
Normanday, Gascoigne» and Quienne 
The Hot Also in {the} TaxtenoBm ykam of King Edward, there 
a!d!m7<. was a great hot sommer, both for man and beast, by the 
which thm was great death of men and women, that in 
fields in harvest time men fell down suddenly, and uni- 
versal fevers, axes, (aches) j and the bluody flux, in divers 
places of England. And also the heat was so great, 
that it burnt away wheat, and all other grains and grass, 
in (the) south parts of the world, in Spain, Portugal, 
Granada, and others etc., and that a bushel of wheat 
was worth twenty shillmgs ; and men were fiun in that 
country, to give away their children for to find them 
{selves^ in food). But blessed be Almighty God, no 
such dearth was neither in England, nor in France. 
Thesupcratt- Also in the same year, Womere?^ water ran, hugely, 

tlon of tiM 



^ " And upon this King Edward j palatable these subsidies were. ** I 

took his voyage to France, taking piny God send you the Holy Ghost 



besides his aid, that he had, certain 
money of tlie Lords of the realm, 

which they of their own gentleness 
gave unto him, ("see Paston Letters, 
vol. ii. p. 159-163,) to tlie suste- 
nance and mainUiniag of Us army. 
And for that, the Kinj? called that 
tribute and levying of money, be> 
nerolence, which, neTertheless, was 
given with evil will of many one.'* 
- '/7'.'r,7_vi?v', (n]. 'Ii].) A letter to 
Sir John Fa^ton irom his brother, 



among yon in the Parliament- 
House, and rather the devil, wi 
say, than ye should grant any more 
tasks." — (Pati<m Letter*, voL t. 
p. 490 

" The Womere was a popular 

superstition of the Jay, and is cir- 
cumstantially described in our text. 
In Mr. Thorn's " Anecdotes and 
Traditions" is another instance, 
p. 122, where he refers to Grimm's 
Mythologie for mor« examples. It 



•bout thia time, thowi how very im« | mmt be boome in mind lhaft the 



Digitized by Google 



4 



CHRONICLE.] THE REIQN OF BDWAHO IV. 135 

with such abundance of water, that never man saw it a.d. 1473. 
run so much before this time. Womere is called the 
woe-water ; for Englishmen, when they did first inhabit 
this land, also (as) soon as they saw this water run, 
they knew wdi it was a token of dearth, or of pesti- 
lence, or of great hattle; wherefim they caUed it 
Wemere ; (fof tM k in Englidi ioogue woe, and men h 
called water, which signiieth woe^water) for all that 
time they siiw it i-uii, they knew well thnt wijo was 
coiiiiiig to Enghind. And this Womere is seven miles 
from Saint Albans, at a place c^ed Markayte ; and 
this Womere ran at every field before q>eciiied, and 
never so hugely as it did ihis year, and ran still to the 
thirteenth day of June nesct year following. Also there 
have run diyeis such other waters, that betoken likewise ; 
one at Lewisham in Kent, and another beside Canter- 
bury called Nailboiirn, and another at Croydon in Sus- 
sex, (Surrey) and anoiher seven miles on tliis side the 
castie of Dudley in the place called Hungcrvale ; that 
when it betokeneth battle it runs foul and troubled 
water ; and when it betokeneth dearth or pestilence, it 
runneth as dear as any water, but this year it ran right 
troubled and foul water etc. Also there is a pit'^ in 
Kent, in Langky Park ; against any battle it will be 
dry, and it rain ever so much ; and if there be no 
battle towards, it will be full of water, be it ever so 
dry a weather ; and this year it is dry etc. Also this 
same year, there was a mce crying in the air, betwixt 
Ldcester and Banhniy, upon Dunmothe, (Dunehureh) 
and m divers other pUuses, heard a long time crying, 
" Bowes ! bowes !^ (Woes) which was heard of forty 
men ; and some men saw tliat he that cryed so, was 
a headless man; and many other divers tokens have 



recording a superstition) wiiich was 
then uiyereally eredited, cannot 
rlftrrtct from the veracity of in 
author; and that Sir Thomas More, 
and Sir Biatthew Hale believed at 



firmly in witchcraft, •■ Hie old 
duponieler Fabyin, or the pedant 
James* 

74 «• FoM Bujperstitiosus."— (Z*- 

iMi.) 
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A.D. 147S. been shewed in England this year, for amending of 
men\s living. 

Friwurti Also this year, or a little before, George the Arch- 
bishop of York, and brother to the Earl of Warwick, 
^M."'*' was inth King £dwa]fd7» at Windsor, and hunted and 
had there rig^ good cheer; and supposed (thai) he 
had stood in great fimmr with the King ; for the King 
said to the said Archbishop, that he would come for to 
hunt and disport Nvith him in his manor at Moore; 
whereof ho was right glad, and took his leave and went 
home to make purveyance therefore ; and sent out of 
London, and divers other places, all his plate and other 
stuff that he had hid after Bamet field, and Tewkesbury 
field ; and also borowed more stuff of oth^ men, and 
provided for the King for two or three days, for meat 
and drink and lodging, and arrayed ils richly and as 
pleasantly as he could. And the day before the Kintr 
should have come to the Archbishop, to the said manor 
of (the) Moor, which the said Archbishop had purchased, 
and built it ri^t commodiously?^ and pleasantly, the 
King sent a gentleman to the said ArehbiBhop, and com* 
The Arch, manded him to come to Winds<nr to him ; and as soon 
as he came, he was arrested and impeached of high 
treason,'^ (for) that he should help the Earl of Oxford ; 



^ Nothing can extenuate the | complifth his great object, the 

thorough want if faith on the part destroctioa of the 
of King Edward the Fourth. In 1 party, 
the present day he would haTobeen | " Gale foadat oommabding, for 

utterly despised ; for his kingly ; commodiously. 

word was sacrificed whenever he ' ^ "Now to the infent that Ed- 



was prumpted by hatred, avarice, 
or revenge. He had entered Lon- 
don through the nirnns of the 
Archbishop of York, prior to the 



ward the King inighL live in quiet 
after thia man's death, he went 
about to search all the rebels, that 
they might be weeded out of the 



Battle Di Barnet, (see fhetwootft \ company of men. as peraidoos and 
MS» p. 59), and having been guilty unprofitable to the public weal. At 
only a few days before of the which time he took the Abp. of 
grossest perjury, (see p. 121,) it is York, the brother to the Earl of 
to be wondered that the wily Areh- | Warwick, and aeiit Mm priaoner to 
bishop had suffered himself to be Guisnes, where be long remained 



ciyoled by the sacred promises of 
Che crafty Edward, who appears 
never to have scrupled to ouike use 
of lalsehood and cnnninf , to ac« 



in hold, but after dismissed, and 
died shortly for thought and pen- 
sifuluess of mind."'^(ASBrd|yii^*f 
Gm/m. p. 25.) 
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and anon right he was pat to ward. And forthwith a.d. 1474. 
Sir WilHam Parr, Knight^ and Thomaa Vaughan, squire^ 
with manj other di?en gentlemen and yeomen, were 

sent to the said manor of (the) Moor ; and there by the Themmiorof 

Kiner's commanduieiiL seizt^d the said Maiiur into the aeked, and 
Kins:^s hanr]*^, and all the coods that were therein, bishop s pro- 

pert)' t on- 

which were worth twenty thousand pounds or more, and fi»ciu«i. 
all other lordships and lands that the said bishop had 
* within England, and all his stnff and riches within all 
hia lordahipa ; and sent the same bishop over the sea to 
GalaiB, and £rom thenoe to the Castle of Hanmies, and 
there he was kept prisoner many a day ; and the King 
all that season took the profit of the Archbishoprick etc. 
And anon after, the King broke the said Archbiishop s 
mitre, in the which were full many rich stones and 
precious, and made thereof a crown for himself. And 
all his other jewels, plate, and stuff, the King gave it to 
his eldest son and heir Prince Edward; for the said 
Archbishop had been Chaneelor of England many days, 
and he and his brothers had the rule of the land, and 
had gathered great riches many years, which in one day 
was lost ; and ail hy the high judgement of righteous* 
ness (as many men said by him) for his great covetous- 
neas, [and] (which) had no pity of (far) King Han/s 
men, and was cause of many men's undomg for King 
Edward's sake, if he might get any good by him. 

Wherefore such goods as were gathered with sin, were 
lost with sorrow. And also men supposed for cause he i he Arch- 
was double (treacherous) to King ITarry, and kept him guniitJdfw 
in London, when he would have been at Westminster; io*£St^ 
he had a letter sent from King Edward, to keep him out 
of sanctuary, and he had his charter sent him ; where 
(as) had he bera a true man to King Harry as the oom« 
mons of London were, King Edward had not come into 
London before Bametfield etc. 

Also in the thirteenth year of (the) reign of King Earl of Ox- 
Edward, Sir John Vere, Earl of Oxford, that withdrew lum. 



Digitized by Google 



138 



THB BRION or BDWABD IV. [WABKWOBia^fl 



Mount. 



ik.D. 1474. himself from Barnetfield, and rode into Scotland, and 
from thenoe into France [a] sailed^ and these lie vnm 
wondiipfiiUy iceeived. And in the same year he was in 
the aea with certain ships, and got great good (5ooly) 
and riches,?^ and afterwards came into (the) west comiiy. 

Seise* upon 

and with a subtle point of war, cot and entered Saint 
Michel s Mount m Cornwall, a strong place and a 
mighty, and can not be gectt (taken) if it be well vic- 
tu£ded with a few men to keep it, for twenty men may 
keep it against all the world. So the said Elarl, with 
twenty sooie men save tliree»^ the last day of September 
the year albresaid, entered first into (the) said mount, 
and he and his men came down into (the) country of 
Cornwall, and had right good cheer of the commons etc. 



^ " The £&rl of Oxford wag Sa- 
turday at Dieppe, and ia purposed 
into Scotland with 12 ships. I 
m>strn«r rhnt wnrk. Item, there 
be ia Loudon many flying tales, 
saying th«t there ibo«U be m work, 
and yet they wot not how." — 
{Patton LpffPTf, vol. ii. p. \ 

•* But Ijeioved brother, i recom- 
meiid me unto yon, letting yen weet 
that as for tiding;s hrrr, thr Kinp 
ridetbbriskly this day to Morthamp- 
ton-ward, there to be this Easter ; 
•nd after Easter he purposeth to be 
mvi^ at Lcicestrr, and in Leices- 
tershire. Every man seeth we shall 
luTe ado (« tuimU) ere May pass : 
Hogan, the prophet, is in theTower; 
l)p would fain speak with the King, 
but tiie King says be siiaii not 
ttvnart (vmmt) tihat he efer spake 
with him.'»— (7J/(f. vol. v. p. 51.) 

" I heard say, that a man was 
this day examined, and heeonCetaed, 
that he knew great treasure was 
sent to the Earl of Oxford, whereof 
a lUUUi; should be conveyed by a 
Monk of WeitninateTt and lome 
say by a Monk of Charterhouse. 
Item, that the same man should 
accuse on hundred geatlenien in 
NorfoHc and Suffolk, that have 
agreed to assist the said Earl at his 
ooming thither, which, aa itia said, 



should be within eight days after 
St. Dunstan, if wind and weatiier 
aenre him/* — {Ibid. vol. ii. p. 137.) 

" As for tidings here, I trow ye 
hare heard, (on) your part, how 
that the EacI of Oxftird landed hj 

St. Osyth, in Essex, the 28th of 
May, save he tarried not long ; for 
if he iiad, the Earl of Essex rode 
to him «sirda« and the Lords Din* 
ham rind Diirns f Cat'iard de Jyiirp. 
fori) and other more, which by 
likeUhood should have distressed 
him ; but yet his eoming saved 
Hogan his head ; and Ms prophecy 
is the more believed ; for he said 
tMa tronble ahonld bijgfai in May, 
and that the King should {march) 
Northward, and that the Soots 
should make no work, and him 
1»attle.'*»(iM<L) 

" Men say that the Earl of Ox- 
ford is about the Isle of Thanet, 
hovering, some say, with great com- 
paiiy, s jme say, with ISmr,— (JML 
voL ii. p. 143^.) 

" T9ie nnmber ia probably exn> 

gerated at 397 men. The Eari 
of Oxford, in those days when For- 
tescne was sheriff of Cornwall, took 
poaaearion of MewA 8t. Mtcfciii 

with cighfy men; etc."— (If* 
Wyrcattre, him, p. 122.) 
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The King and his eouQcil, saw (seeing) that thereof much a.d. 1474. 
harm might grow, ficc, conunilided (Sir Henry) Bodrigan ^ 
chief ruler of Comwall, to besieire the eaad momit* And comwaii, 

^ besieges 

80 he did ; and every day ihe Earl of Oxfofd'*B men came 
down under truce, (to) speak with Bodrigan and hia 

liieii ; and at the last the said Earl lacked victuals, and 
the said Bodrigfan suffered him to be victualed. And 
anon the King was put in knowledge thereof, wherefore 
the said Bodrigan was discharged, and Richard For- 
tesene, squire for the bo^, by authority of the King^ 
took upon hand to lay siege to the foresaid mount etc. 
And 80 great diraion arose betwixt Bodrigan and For- 
tescue, which Fortescue was sheriff of Cornwall etc. 
and the said Fijrtescue laid siege &c. the xx[x]iii i d day the sheriff, 
of December the year aforesaid ; and for the most part 
every day each of them fought with (the) other, and the 
said Earfs men killed divers of Fortcscue's men; and 
sometimes when they had well there fought, they would 
take a truce for one day and a night, and sometimes for 
two or three days etc.* In the which truce each one 
of them spoke and communed with (the) other. The who i»rtbw 
King and his council, sent unto divers that were with 
the Earl of Oxford privately their pardons, and promised 
to them great gifts, and lands, and goods, by the which 
divers of them were turned to the King against the Earl; 
and so in conclusion the Earl had not [passynge ane] 
(more than) eight or nme men that would hold with him; 
the which was the undoing of the Earl. For there is 
(a) proverb, and a saying, that a castle that speakethy 
and a woman that will hear, they be gained both ; — for 
men that (have) been in a castle of wai*, that will speak 
and entreat with their enemies, the conclusion thereof 



« " The Earl of Oxford is still 
besieged ; nevertheless once he is- 
sued out, and took a gentleman, 
and hat liim within : bat now of 
late he was hasj, and one espied 



him, and shot at hiui, and struck 
him in the very face with an arrow. 
I saw this day the same man, and 
there I leave him."— (Potion Ltt* 
ten, vol. p. 
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A.p.i«4 (if) the loaing of the Castle; and a woman that will 
wbkh^capi. Yiff^ foil J spoken unto her, if she assent not at one time, 
she will at another. And so this proverb was proved 

tnie by the said Earl of Oxford, which ^^ as fain to yield up 
the said mount, and put himseit" in tlic Iv inch's G^race;®^ 
if he had not done so, his own men would have brought 
him out* And so Fortescue entered into the said mount, 
the fifteenth day of February, the year aforesaid, in the 
whieh was victuals enough till midsunmier after. And 
so was the Earl aforesaid, (with) the Lord Beaumont, 
two brothers of the said EiSrl's, and Thomas Clifford, 
brought as a ])risoner to the King, and all was done by 
their own folly, etc. 

(Tke End of Dr. WarkwortKs MS. AddUums to 

CaxUm*$ Ckronide,) 



JOHN DE VERE, EARL OF OXFORD, 

Suffered many and great hardsh ips for his loyalty to the 
Mouse of Lancaster. The active part he tooh in the 
restoration of King Henry the Sixth, rendered it necee- 
Mory that he ehould quit the Cowntry after the Battle of 
Bamet. In the year 1473, April the 16thy he ie men- 



"Men say, that the Earl of 
Oxford hath been constr;nneil to 
sue fur liiii pardon only of his life ; 
and hit body, goods, lands, with all 
the residue, at the King's will, and 
to ahottld in all haste now come 
into the King ; and tome men say 
Act be is gone out of the Mount, 
men wot not to what place, and yet 
left a great garrison there, well 
proirided in viotnal, and ell other 
ihitiii^s." -^Petiom Letten, toI. U. 
p. 157.) ! 

King Edward sent the Earl , 
over the sea, to the Castle of FIam> | 
I, wh«ref by the epaoe of twelve [ 



years, he was in strong prison, mi- 
serably kept, and dili((entty looked 
to." — {Grq/ion's Chronicle, p. 
714.) 

** John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, 
Lord Great Chamberlain and Lord 

Admiral, was An. I. Hen. VII. 
elected a Knight of the Garter, into 
stall V. of the King's side, after the 
Death of John Howard, Duke el 
Norfolk. He died, Thursday, 
March 10. Anno IV. R. Hen. VIIT. 
at four o'clock in the morning at 
Lvmington Cartlt."— (tforf. M88. 
23&.) 
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tioned hy Sir J vim Patson, as fitting out an expcdilum 
of 12 S/nj>sJor ill a pvrpose of (joing into Scotland . In 
subsequent letters we find him landing at tSt, Osythf 
May 2&th; but not having met with encauragemmU in 
jE»$eXi he re-embarked, and June the Srd wu havering off 
the Isle of lionet. As we have seen he had seized f^fton 
Mount 8t, Michael in Comwatt^ a strong plaee^ which 
could be held by a small garrison. His men being bribed, 
bg promises of pardon and rewards on the part of the 
King, he was compelled to surrender to Richard fortes- 
cue* the Sheriff of the County, on the loth of February, 
1474, having stipulated that hi,^ life should be spared. 
He was committed to the Castle of Hammes^:in Picardy^ 
where he remained a prisoner for ten gears, and in a 
letter from Sir John Paston dated the 25th of Augt, 
1478, it is l?/i/>licd, that he was disconsolate and wr etched 
and even attempted to commit sulrldc. Jtie, however, 
eventually escaped in 1484, and joining the JSarl of 
Hichmcnd, attended him at Bosworth-field ; and on the 
latter becoming King, as Henry VIL^ he was reisutated 
in aU hie honours and estates* He eonthmed to enjoy 
the confidence and favour of Henry the VIIL^ and died 
in the fourth year of that monarch'' s reign, aged 84. 

" In 1485, Sep, 27th, the first year of King Henry 
VI I ^ he was constituted Admiral of England, Ireland, 
and AquitainSyfor the term of his life. He was Great 
Chamberlain of England^ and Constable of the Tower 
of London ; and he continued in those offices unto the 
10th of March in the fourth year of King Henry VII 
an which day he died^ — {MS* Brit Mus. Pauetina^ 
C. 1 V\ <^ Oiho, E, IX.) 

* Lingard says Sir John For- > of age at the period, when his at* 



te&cue was employed m this expe- 
ditioii. Leland, to whom he refers, 
merely says Fortc^ me. On Wark- 
worth's authoritj the name of Ri. 
cbwd Ins Iwen Mtained, for, as Sir 
John Fortescue wai aiipointed Ser- 
geant-at-law to Henry in T i:^0, he 



tainder was reversed, in 1473. 

f In all T\-hich time thf LadjTf 
his wife, might never come to him, 
or had any thing, but what the 
people of charity wonid give her, 
or what she got with her needle.'' 



must have been upwards of 7U years : — {Stowt^ p. 186.) 
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Thvs the only s)trr'iving adherents of the hnusf of 
Ldiirostcr n-rr(\ Queen Mar gar et^ confined at WaUiay- 
ford ; the Duke of £xeler,* taken out of Sanctuary and 
impritoned in the Tower; the Archbishop of York, shut 
up in the Cfuik of Chrnnm; the £arl of Oxford^ a 
primmer in the dwngwrncf Hammoi; the Earl (i^fPem- 
hrohej the uterine brother of Hear!/ F/., and his nephew 
the tfoung Earl of JRichmond,f driven by storm on the 
coast of 13retagne, where they remained under the pro- 
tection of JJuke Francis^ in a hind of honourable con- 
finement. Of the less prominent partisans of the Med 
Rose, many were pardoned ; for hammg now no fear of 
a rival, since the deaih of Henry emd the Prince of 
Wales^ Edward listened fradofusfy to the petiHons for 
pardon^ which poured in from all sie^ and reversed 
several attainders in the next Parliament. Thus he 
secured to himself the services o f several eminent men^ 
particularly of Th. Morion, successively Master of the 
Molls, Bishop of Flyy Lord Chancellor, and Cardinal 
Archbishop of Canterbmy; and Sir John Portescue, 
Lord Chief Justiee, author of one of the most cel^ated 
teorhs on consHtutioual law: ** de Laudibus Legum, 
AnglimJ^ 



* Henry Holkad, Dnka of Em- i 

ter and groat grandion of John of | 
Gaunt, was married to Anne, eldest ' 
•ister at i.dward IV. Upon this i 
reverie in Us fortmefl she obtained 

a divorce, and married Sir Thos. ! 
St. Leger. The Dake was at that i 
time in confinement. The next I 
year his dead body was found float- 
intr in the sea between Dover Md 
Calais. — {Stowe, p. 426.) 



t Aflervarda HeniyVII. Sd« 
ward made many frniuen attempti 

to e-pt the young prince into his 
power, aud on one ocoisioa seat 
embaseadori* promiting to give him 

one of his daughters in marriage. 
The Duke of Bretagne suffered him 
to depart; bat led to believe Ed- 
ward merely Intended to betray 
him, sent messengers after him, 
who overtook him at St. Malo's. 
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THE LAST TEN TEABS OF THE REIGN 
OF KING EDWARD IV. 



CHAPTER I. 

Mis domestic Habits, courteous Demeanour ^ and 
affeetionale Care of hu Children. 

With the submission of the Earl of Oxford the Civil a.d. 
Wan in the reigii of Edward the Fourth were entirely *^^^^* 
aup pro aD od » and from this period the actions of the Ring 
ceased to be of that selfish character, which had marked 

his career from the Battle of Towton to the banishment 
of the Archbishop of York. In the following extracts 
the principal points which will strike the reader's atten- 
tion are. i. that the Civil Wars, by breaking up the Mt^iht 
power of the Barons, had given the Middle dasses, i R>"« of 

. . * * ^ 1 . middle 

oonsistmg of the gentry and mereantfle commumty, a 
stake in the country which, hitherto, they had never 
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1472. pofisessed ; and consequently tbat Agricultiire and Com- 
merce flourished to a degree,^ which enabled the King 

{Uardyn^'$ at his death, to leave the nation ** uhich, throuijh civil 
sedition, had boon gently impovcrislR-d, both rich and 

iL^^auav. plenteous — and ii. tliat, by rendering England the 
warehouse, not the workshop, of the world, he encouraged 
merchants Arom all countries to settle in his kingdom, 
who brought with them a taste for Literature and the 
Fine Arts, which rapidly spread through all ranks of 
society, with the consequent increajse of wealth and 
knowledge. 

loTtnUoo of The introduction of the Art of Printing ' into England, 
no doubt, assisted much to foster this taste ; whilst the 
King's natural inclinations lead him to adopt whatever 
was splendid and costly, dther in dress or decoration.' 
Thus the Cropland Doctor tells us, that at the Christ- 
Tte^King"* festivities ho a[)p eared iu a variety of most costly 

dresses,* of a form never seen 1h Iuk^, which he thought 
displayed his person to considerable advantage;" and 
(^rrAaoto. the Lord of Grauthusc, Governor of Holland, an account 
p.sc7«.) of whose mission to Edward, immediately after his re- 
storation in 1472, written at the time, has recently been 
i£lSi£~ published by Sir Frederick Madden,^ paunts in glowing 
den*aitorra. colours the luxurv of the Endish Court. On his arrival 
Orautiuue.) at W indsor, my Lord Hastings received him and led 



^ " Yet 80 mach talent emerged 
In hit government, amid all hit to- 
Inptnoiii relaxations, tbat the na- 
tion increased in strength, riches, 
intellect, civilization, and literature, 

thonghhefonnd his kingdom greatly 

impoverished, and almost empty 
buth of roeu and luouey, he left it 
in all tlungs rich and alraod»nt." 
— (i/tf/r* Chronicle, p. 341.) 

^ See note to Warkwortb'a Chio> 
aide, page 119. 

* '* Hia thonghts were wholly 
employed upon the ladies, on hunt- 



have tents set np for the ladies, in 
wliich he treated them after a 
splendid and magnificent naaiier." 
{Commintt, p. 194.) 

* " The new fashion tttitlMlchoae 

for the Ia8t state dresses was, to 
have fall wide hanging sleeves, like 
•monk**, lined with mottooettyfus, 

and so home ovrr his shoulders, as 
to give his tail figure an air of great 
grandeur." — (Croyiand, Coni. p. 
563.) 

* '* Narrative of Louis of Brnges« 

Lord Grauthuse," (whom Edward 



ing, and on dressing. In his sum- i created Earl of Winchester,) At* 
'a hnntiog, hit cnatom was to ; chaologia, vol. xxvi. 1835. 
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him to the side of the quadnuit, (quadnmgle) io a.d. 1472. 
three efaamhera, whm the King was there with the 

Queen. These apartments were very rii lily hunj^ with i>«»cripMoii 
cloth of gold arras ; and when he had spoken with tlie ^"^ti*. 
King, who presented him to the Queen's Grace, they 
then ordered the Lord Chamberhun, Hastings to conduct 
him to his c^uunber where siqiper was ready for him. 

Alter he had sapped the King had him brought 
immediate^ to the Queen's own chamber, where she and 
her ladies were playing at the inartcaux ; and some of 
her ladies were playing at < lusheys of ivory, and dancinof, 
and some at divers other games: the which sight was 
full pleasant to them. Also, the King? danced with my- 
hndy Elizabeth, his eldest daughter. — In the moniing, 
when Matms was done, the King heard, in his own 
Chapel,^ Our Lady-Mass, which was most melodiously 
chaunted, the Lord Grautluise being j)rescnt. When 
the Mass was done, the King gave the said Lord Grau- 
thuse a cup of gold, garnished with pearl. In the midst 
of the cup was a great piece of unicom*s hom^, to my The uni 

.... IjB corn's horn 

estimation aeyen mches m compass ; and on the cover wn<* n pro^r. 

* *• . t» »t vstlve from 

of the cup a great sapphire. 

After breakfast the King came into the Quadrangle. 

** My Lord Prince, also, borne by his Chamberlain, c^ed 
Master Vaughan,^ which bade the Lord (uautliLLse wel- 
come. Then the King had him and all his company into 



Marteaux was a game played 
with small balls of different colours, 
similar to our marbles; the clo- 
sheyi were ninepins, in whidb etch 
piece sometimes represented the 
different state employments. 

' Edward seems to haye been 

particularly fond of his children ; 
the Lady Elizabeth was then only 
six yearn old, and like Henry the 
Fourth of fknace, the King did not 
suffer the presence of strang^ers to 
interfere with the endearments of 
puent and child. In the evening 

L 



the princess* uncle, the Duke of 
Buckingham, danced with the little 
*' lady," who appears to have been 
petted hoQk by father and vncle. 
In the sequel we shall see with 
what anxious care he provided for 
the education of the unfortunate 
Edward the Fifth, and die marriagea 
of his daughters. 

^ St, George's Chapei* Windsor 
Castle. 

• Sir Richard Vaughan, after- 
wards imprisoned by Richard III. 
at Fontefract Castle, where he was 
beheaded, A.D. 1483. 

2 
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A.DA49% the little Purk, whefe he made him ha^e great sport ; 
Hmit in ite ^ttm the King made him ride on his om horse, on 
a ri^ht fair hobby,*® the which the King gave him."— 

Tlio King's dinner was ordained in the Lodge (in Wind- 
sor Pnrh). After dinner then they hunted again, and 
the King shewed his guest his garden and vineyard of 
pleasure. Then the Queen did ordain a great banquet 
in her own ehamher, at which King Edward, her eldest 
dang^iter the Lady Elizabeth, the Dnchess of Exeter,'^ 
the Lady Rivers, (ami) the Lord of Orauthnse, all sat 
with her at one nieSvS ; and at the same table, sat the 
Duke of Buckingham, my Lady, his wife, with divenj 
other ladies, my Lord Hastings, Chamberlain to the 
King, my Lord Bemers, Chamberlain to the Queen, {the) 
son of Lord Grauthnse, and Master Creorge Barthe,^^ 
Secretary to the Duke of Butgwidy, Louis Stacy, Usher 
to the Duke of Burgundy, George Martigny^ {and) also 
certain nobles of the King'*s own court. There was a 
side table, at which sat a great view (ahow) of ladies, all 
on the one side. Also, in the outer chamber sat the 
Queen's gentlewomen, all on one side. And on the 
other side of the table, over against them, as many 
of the Lord Ovanthuse's servants, as touching to the 
abundant welfare {plenty)^ like as it is according to such 
a banquet. And when they had supped my Lady EHzji- 
beth, the King's eldest daughter daaeed with the Duke 
of Buckingliam and divers other ladies also.'* 
The rooms " Then, about nine of the clock, the King and the 
r&^a QI.MD, With ber bulies and gentkmomeD, bro«gfat the 



^" Hobby, or htm ting pdny. In 
Norfolk and Suffolk shooting po- 
nies are still called : hobbies. 

^ Th» DacheM of Bzeter «tt 

sister-in-law to the Queen. The 
Lady Rivers was married to the 
gallant Sir Anthony Woodvilie, the 
Qaeen's brother, wno beoune Lord 
Scales in right of hi? v^ifc, and on 
the murder of bis father in 1468, 
(see p. 25,) Earl of Rivers, and was 



executed at Fonlefract in 148S. 

The Duchess of Buckingham was 
the Lady Katherine WoodTiUe, sis* 
ter to tile Queen.— (See JSTeenwV 

Fragment f p. 16.) 

'2 This Master George Barthe 
accompanied the Lord Grautliu^, 
and Sir Frederic Maddra omijec- 

tures him to be the author of the 
interesting memoir from which we 
have so largely quoted. 



9 
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-said Lord of Grauthnse to three chambeiB of pleianoe, a.d. m 

all hangfcd with white silk and linen cloth, and all the 
fl(jur.s covered with cinpets.^^ There was ordained a bed The sute 
for himself, of as good down as could be gotten. The »cribed. 
sheets of Rennes (cloth andy^ also fine fustians; the 
oounterpaae, cloth of gold, furred with ennines. The 
tester and oeiler also ahhung cloth of goid ; the curtains 
of wlute sarcraet ; as for his headnBuit and pillows, they 
were of the Qiieen'*s own ordonnance. In the second 
chamber wab likewise another state-bed, all white. Alsa 
{in) the same chamber was made a couch with feather 
bedsy and hanged with a tent, knit like a net« and there 
was a enphoard. In the third chamber was ordained a 
-bayne (haih) or two^ which were covered with tents of 
white cloth. 

** And, when the King and the Queen with all her 
kulies and gentlewomen had shewed him these chambers, 
they turned again to their own chambers, and left the 
said Lord Grauthuse there, accompanied with the Lord 
Chamberiain (Hastings), which deqioUed (undreued) 
him, and (they) both went together to the bath. — And Refresh, 
when they had been in their baths as long as was thdr infiMMiu 
pleasure, they had green ginger, divers syrups, comfits, 
and ipocras, and then they went to bed. And in the 
^ming he took his cup with the King and (<^ueen, 



We are told by tiiose who rail 
at wlMt tiMy aJt the eitnvagance 

of the present day, '* that Queen 
Elizabeth knew naught of carpets, 
Init considered fresh rushes a lux* 
urjJ* Could she so far have de- 
generitpH «incp the days of her 
grandmother, whose luxuriously 
ftumbhed roonui would even have 
satisfied the fastkttooi teste af the 
last of the Georges ? Indeed, both 
Edward the Fourth, and George 
the Poefth Mem to have had a love 
for the elegances of life, far beyond 
any of the Other iMvereigDa of this 
country. 



Tiiese Bretagne cloths were of 
the finest tcstwre. 

i'. "Yhc vxtrcmc :ittrntion lavished 
by the Queen uj^ou the honoured 
guest of her husband, is in every way 
to her eredit. This i tmrteous de- 
meano'ir of the Royal Family hud a 
most beneficial influenoe on the 
maoners of the age, and more tiiea 
anything else, served to baniih the 
iU-blood, which had been i 
ed by the Civil Wars. 

^ Hie morning's meel was oora- 
posed of solids, and the " cup'* 
from whirh it tnnk its name would, 
uo doubt, have inghtened i!ather 
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A,D. uTi. and returned to Westminster again. — And on 8t. Ed- 
w^JSuJ ward'a day, 13th of October, King Edward kept his 
19 Oct. W2. ^ Westminster Palaoe. And about X of 

the dock, the forenoon, he came into the parliament in 

his robes, on his head a cap of maintenance, and sat in 
his must ntyal majesty, having before liini his lords 
Vote of spiritual and temporal. Also the speaker of Commons 
Quee^udto parliament, named William Allington, declared before 
ormiihiiw, the King and his noble and grave council the intent and 



creat«d Earl 
of Win 
theattr. 



desure of bis CSommons^ especially in their conmiendation 
of the womanly behaviour, and great constancy of the 

Queen, he being beyond sea ; also the great joy and 
surety to his laiui, the birth of the I*rince; and the 
great humanity and kindness ot the Lord Grauthuse, 
then present, shewn to the King when in Holland and 
Flanders; etc." 

wbote With all due ceremony the King then created Bis 
gaest Earl of Winchester,^' the King s secretary Wil* 
liam Attcliife reading aloud the letters patent. Thence 

proceeding to the Palace of Whitehall accompanied by 
the King, with the Queen, and the infant Prince borne 
in the annH of liis Chamberlain, Sir Richard Vaughan, 
they went to the Abbey and offered at the shrine of St. 
Edward. Then the King turned down the Choir, 
where he sat on his throne.'* The Earl of Winchester, 
bare his sword unto the time when they went to dinner. 
Tiie King created {Richmond) a new ]\ ing-at-arms and 
called him Guienne ;" and " Nonoy" was ealled upon 
to proclaim the largess of the new Earl, as " Garter" 
had an impediment in his speech. The day concluded 
with a " void/'i^ after which the Lord Winchester re- 
tired from the Royal presence. 

Mathew. The pegs in the tanknrd I p. 765. 

iimrked the quantity, usually a I The " void," or parting cup, 
quftrtt between each, «nd it wu not i from the verb io to depart, 

uncommon to drink from peg to ' or go away, in which sense it is 
peg at a single draught, though the used by Chaucer, was served on a 
beverage was strong ale. | tray, called an amider^ since cor- 

^ See Rjmer'e Foeden, vol. zi. I rupted into, waiter," 
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' When Edward was driyen from the throne by the a.d. 147s.' 
confederacy of darenee and Warwick he had taken 

shipping at Lynn in Norfolk, " without bag or baggage, 
without cloth, sack or mail, and l orcliance with a great !*• ^'^•^ 
purse and little treasure," and indeed in such utter 
destitution "but to have nothing to give the master of (Omjjmiiw. 
the ship for his passage, but a gown Imed with martins.^' 
At that tune the Easterlmgs^' were at war both with 
England and France, and had numerous war galleys on 
the seas. Eight of these spying the three ships which 
contained the fugitive King and his suite, bore down 
upon him, in the expectation of an easy booty, and 
chased him to the coast of Friezeland, to a little to>vn ^^q^^^*?* 
called AlcBoaer, and because the tide wouhl not allow 
him to landf he anchored in the roads in shallow water. 
The Easterlings also cast^ anchor, as near him as pos- 
sible, intending to attack him at high-water. " Happily 
the Lord of Grauthuse. Governor in Holland, for the 
Duke of Burgundy, chanced to be there, where Edward 
desired to land, and hearing who he was from the men 
who had landed, and of the danger he was in from the ^ j|Sf !T' 
Easterlings, he warned the latter not to approach him; 
and going on board the King's ship, he welcomed hhn 
and conducted him to Land, and about 500 men with 
him, amongst whom was the Duke of Gloucester, his 
brother, who was afterwards King iiichard." The Lord 
of Grauthuse then conducted him to the Hague, where 
he bore ail his expenses' till he received the Duke of 
Burgundy's orders. 

Edward's gratitude for this prompt deliverance ^^^ti^ji"^*' 
sho^Ti by inviting his preserver over to this country, ^[gJJ** 
and creatinsx him Earl of Winchester, in 1472, and to^°\:J^: 
this circumstance we are indebted for the interesting 
account from which we have given a picture of three 
days spent in the privacy of the Royal Circle. The 

The Easterliags were corsairs of the Low Countries and Germany. 
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j4ff. MMnigciipt itedf is proecrved in the British Museum.* 
(Bib, CotUm. Jul. Cm VJ.) 
gfrHowwy No prince was so heartily beloved bj his people, nor 

I.) ''^ ' was he so especially loved as at the time of his death, 
and that even some of the friends ui Henry VI. had 
The King « prrown into his favour. He was of a ffoodly personage,^ 

» Durtesy and ~ ^ J t O ^ 

and very princely to behold ; of visage lovely ; of body 
nighty ; strong and dean made. Howbeit, in his latter 
days, with over liberal diet^ somewhat corpulent and 
buriey, yet not uncomely. Albeit, all his reign he was 

with his people so benign, courteous and familiar, that 
Tid j iirt of his virtues was more esteemed, yet, never- 
theless, this quality, in the end of his days, marvelously 
^gjfcn^' in him grew and increased." In July 1481/' says 
p.m.) ' Fabyan, ^^the King invited the Mayor and part of the 
Corporation to a hunt in Waltham Forest, and feasted 
them with a rich ^nner and wine, in a bower of green 
boughs, and gave them plenty of venison at parting. 
The next month he sent two harts and six bucks, to 
the wives of the Mayor aud Aldermen, with a tun of 
wine to drink with them.*" 
(Coniin. to Sy his Queen ''he had ten childrsnn and of thon 
chruMcil were left alive behind him Edward, Prince of Wales, 
and Richard, Duke of York, (and one bastard caJled 
Arthur), and five daughters, Elizabeth, Cecily, Ajme, 



^ "This Edward was a t^oorily 
man of penonage, of statue high, 
of coanteiMucuse and beauty comely, 
of lifl^t quick, braid breaitwl, «nd 
well set, in every other part con- 
formable to his body; of a preg- 
nant iritt of ttonaeh stout, and 
bault {high) of courago ; of perfeet 
memory of such things as he con- 
onved iQ braia ; diligent in his 
offidn and weighty bufineitt in ad- 
ventures bold and hardy ; against 
his adversaries fierce and terrible, 
to hhi friends liberal and bouuteous ; 
hofiDf in aU liis wan moat proa- 



perous and lucky surce^? ; and not 
eschewing all pleasure and sensu* 
ality, to the wludi lie was by na- 
ture noat prt>ne nnto; for tba 
which raii?;f». and for the lowliness 
and homaoity, that was in him 
engenderad liy natofo moat pioi- 
tamuly, he bore hianalf homely 
amongst his private persons, other- 
wise than the degree or dignity of 
Ilia Majesty required* wherefore tho 
fame ran that he was poisoned, 
which was not true." — {Hardjp^'t 
Contin. p. 31.) 
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Kaiherine, and Bridget, which after were married all, 
eaving that Jjady Bridget was a mm." 

It was for the education of the Prince of Wales, hu famuy. 

ftnd loUcitudc 

that Edward, with the alfectionate tmlicittide of a fond forOMtowti- 

parent, drew up the following rules, which display part 
of the best customs of the gentleman of that day : — 

§ !• He shall arise every moming at a cuuvenient ruim for Um 
time, and till he be ready none but Earl wmiM*icoii. 

'.ne MS. 



Riversy his ehamberiain, or chaphun* to^^ 



Mus- 



enter his chamber, and one other chapkin ^ 

^ ' ^ ^ quoted f>v 

to sing mattine, then to go to his eh»pel or fi^arvni'ur. 

chamber to hear mass. p*9»^ 
§ 2. That he hear, every lioliday, divine service. 
§ 3. That on principal leasts, sermons be preached 

before him. 

§ ^. That he break&st immediately after masa^ and 
he occupied an hour at lua school b^ore. 
he go to meat, and to be at lus dinner at a 

convenient hour, and that to be reasonably 
served, and his dishes borne by worsliipiul 
folks, wearing our livery. 

§ 5. That no man sit at his board, but as E^l 
Bivers shall allow; and that there be read 
before him noUe atories, as hehoveth a 
prince to understand; and that ihe com- 
munication, at all limes in his presence, be 
of virtue, honour, cuimincj, \vis(l()m, and 
deeds of worship, and of nothing that shall 
move him to rice. 

§ 6. After his meat^ in eschewing of idleness, that 
he he occupied two hours at his school; 
and ailer, in his presence, to be shewed all 
such convenient disports and exercises, as 
belonGj to his estate to have experience in. 

§ 7. To go lo his even song at a convenient hour; 
and soon after that to be at his supper* 
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RuiM for the . § 8. After tapper, that he have all such honest 
wXs-a CM- disporU as may be ooQTeiiiently devised for 

his recreation. 
§ 9. That he be in his chamber, and for all night ; 

and the trav(n*s (curtahis) to be drawn hy 
nine of the clock, and all persons then from 
thence to b© avoided, except for attendance. 

§ 10. That sure and good watch be nightly had and 
kept about his peiBon for safeguard. 

§ II. That discreet and Goavenient persons be ap- 
pointed to give attendance on his person^ 

from his risini^ to his going to bed. 
Of the three sons of Kdvvard and Elizabeth, Geoboe, 
Duke of Bedford, died early and was buried at Windsor. 
The £ate of his two older brothers^ the unfortunate Ed- 
WARD TBB Fifth, and Riohabo, Dukb op Yobx» has 
Hit dftugh. already been noticed. Of his seven daughters, Marp 
rtecM. ' OABBT died young and was buried in Westminster Abbey; 

and Mary,2» who had been betrothed to the King of 
Denmark, died in her 15th }ear, before her marriage 
was solemnized, and was buried at Windsor, — Eliza* 
BETH, the Princess- Royal, married Henry VII ; — 
CioBLT, aflSanced during her father^s lifetime to James, 
Prince of Scotland, married i.) the Lord Welles, by 
whom she had two daughters, and ii.) a Commoner of 
the name of Kyme, by v> honi she had no issue. She 
was l)uried at Quarr, Abbey, near Ryde, Isle of Wight ; 
—Awn, contracted to Philip, of Austria by her father, 
married after his death, Thomas Howard, Duke of 
Iforfolk, by whom she had two sons; — Kathbbinb, 



^ In the year 1810, when the | surface. Shortly after the coffin of 
tomb of Ocof^ in. and hi« fainily the beavtiftil Princen Mary mm 



was being prepared at the East 
end of St. George's Chayiel, two 
stone cottins containing the bodies 
of the Qaeen and her aon Geoige 
were dbooTered 15 feet beknr the 



found. A curl of hair, of the most 
exquisite pale gold colour had insi- 
nuated itself through the chinks of 
the coiln. It wae eat off, and ii 
In the finett pceiermtion. 
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Intended by the King for the Infant of Spain, married 
William Courtney, Earl of Devonshire, by whom she 
had Henry, created Marquis of Exeter, in 1525. 
Bbidgbt died a nun, at Dartford. The QnitBif, who had 
Bver retained her influence over Edward, and to whose 
feminine attentions to his domestic comfort the happi- 
ness of the liLst ten years of his life must be ascribed, 
survived him nine vears, and died April 10th 1492, and Death of 

" Queen Elizj 

was buried at Windsor. The tomb of Edward thebcthWoodi 

vUlc 

Fourth is said to have been executed by Quintin Matsys. 
It has the appearance of the most heautiful bhusk lace 
of the low countries and is composed of a gothic screen 
between two towers, made of steel. On a flat stone at 
the foot of the monument is tins inscription : 

4 



CHAPTEK II. 

His Foreign Policy* 

TuE high reputation of Edward as a warrior,^ was suffi- a.d. 1478. 
cicnt to deter foreign potentates, and more particularly 
)uB powerful rival the King of France, from entering into 
open war&ce vrith him. Accordmgly we find, that when 
in 147$, subsidies on a most liberal scale had been voted 
for the purpose of enabling him to recover liis French 
no.ssessions, and tlie new financial measure, called "bene- Beneroiencw 

tint col 

YOLENcBs ''^ had filled his exchequer, Louis, the Eleventh, i«cted> ' 



1 " H« was eter vietotioiw in all 
the battles where he was preaeat."— 

. s «• xhis sort of aid levied after 
tbia manner waa called by the new 
naaie of ' BenefokBct,* inCimating 



tliat private peraona had granted 

it freely and of their own accord. 
Mean wliile. these loans raised 
without the authority of Parlia- 
ment, irere of ?ery daagenina eon- 
aeqnence t hot aa it ipaa .to niako 
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A.D. MM. employed every means to prevent the threatened san^ 
mm of Mb Territories. It is curious to obeerve tiie 
anxiety of the gentry in England to prove their loyalty, 
in eontrihnting thus volnntarily, to the resources of the 

King iui carrying on the war ; and on the other hand 
with wliat distaste they viewed the exaciiun of the sub- 
(/i'MM'ji'iM. sidles voted Ijv the Parliament. In a letter Wil- 
voLiL^tti.) liam Fasten to his brother Sir John, we have a pleasing 
aecouttt of the intended progren of the King into diveis 
Counties in 1474, the motive of which was to raise, more 
easily by his presence and eheerfol address, benevo- 
lences" upon liis subjects towards the expenses of his 
war with France. The County of Nortolk had been 
particularly pointed out to the King lor the riches and 
hospitality of it's inhabitants, and, as an inducement for 
the handsome and amorous Monarch to prohHig his stay 
^^N^rMk ^"^^"^^ them, the beauty and agreeable behaviour oi 
wMMa* the womoi had been peeniliarly commended. Thus in 
Tu«Kin«'« the letter alluded to we are told that : " on Monday {Ike 
21^^ of March, 1474) he will lie at the Abbey of Strat- 
ford, and so to Chelmsford ; then to Sir Thomas Montr- 
gomery's; then to Heveningham; then to Colchester; 
then to Ipswidi; then to Bury; then to Dame Anne 
Wingfield\ and so to Norwich ; and there will he be 
on Pahn Sunday eve (Srcf of April, 1474;) and so tarry 
there all easter, and then to Walsinghain ; ^ wherefore 
• ye had need to warn William Gogney and his felIo\\>> tu 

purvey (provide) them of wine enough ; for every man 
beareth me in hand, that the town shall be drank as dry 
as York was, when the King was there. Sir, Master 
Sampson recommends hun {self) unto you, and he hath 



war on France there were no mur- 
mun."— (iZopiii, voL y. p. 95.) 

An unheard of mode of taxa- 
tion, thnt every one by way of Be- 
nevoleuce «houid give, what he 
Ukod, or fathor whti he did not 
liket By which mettii lie ooUflctod 



such vast sums, as greatly to ex- 
ceed any thing seen before, or likely 
to be seen hereafter."— (GbiOf/. 
Contin. p. 558.) 

^ " I auppose to pay his devo- 
tioBS to die image of our I^y 
theEe."-»<«fr /eA» Fern,) 
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sent you ft ring by Edmond Donnan ; and beddes that, a j>. wa, 

he required me to write unto you, that it were best for 
you to purvey you of some gentlemanly tilings a^inst 
the King's coming, for sure he will bring you guests 
enough, and therefore purvey you thereafter, {pramde 
accordingly.) Also, he sendeth you word, that it is my 
Lord^s mind^ that my sister, witiii all goodly folks there- 
about, should accompany Dame Elizabeth Galthorp)^ be- 
cause there is no great Lady there about, against the 
King's coming ; for my Lord hatli made* ijreat lx)ast of 
the fair and good gentlewomen of the country ; and so 
the King said he would see them sure/* 

Hall and Holinshed quote a remftrkable instance of (Soumhed 
his popularity and attiactiTe manners. ** He asked a"" 
rich old lady what she would give him towards the war^ 
* For thy lovely fece,' she replied, ' thou shalt have 
twenty pounds,* being twice as much as the King ex- 
pected; whereupon ho thanked and kissed her, upon 
which she doubled the sum she had promised.'" 

These benevolences, however, impoverished the country 
for there was a spirit of emulation in taxmg themselTeB 
to the utmost, and William Paston in the letter quoted 
above, urges his brother to let the Lancashire men," 
who acconi I allied the King, "see, that there be gentle- 
men of so great substance, that they shall be able to buy 
all Lancashire/' By this method he extorted money (SirJohn 
80 plentifully, as to lower the prices of most commodi- p* m.) 
tiesy not leaving a sufficient quantity with his subjects to 
pay for them as they had done before.^ It will be seen, 
from the following letter of Margaret Paston, that this 
was the case in Norfolk; for she could not dispose of 
her wood though " before the King's coming," she 
writes, I might have had chapmen to have bought it (FemuPm. 
a gret (by the great^ or loty) for twelve score marks^ !S.«fpf%.) 



* " Widow of Sir John Calthoip, md SuaghUr of Roger Wentwortfa, 
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iLD. 1474. (160^.) and now there will no man buy it a great, be- 
cause of the great good (larg$ Mwm$) that the people is 
laid to for the King ; wherefore we are about to retail 
it as well as wo may, and as well as it can be brought 
to ; and smd ^ uu word how we shall do, as hastily as I 
may." 

L«» prioeoT As for your barley, in this country, it cannot be sold 
StD. 1474.* ahove lOd, or lid. (per eamh) that is the greatert price 
of barley here, and but (umUu) it be at a better price, I 

purpose for to do it malt (malt it) ; and as for money, I 
could not get yet of Peacock but £2. ; for he saith that 
by then that the outcluirijeB be born, and the reparation 
of the mill at Winterton, we are Hke to have little more 
money, beside the barley. Malt is sold here but for 
13d. and wheat 2b. or 26d. at thb tune, and oata 12d.« 
There is none outload suffered to go out of this country 
as yet; the King hath commanded that none should 
go out of tliis land, I fear me that wc sliall have right 
a strancjc world ; God amend it when his will is.'* 

In Qoniirmation of the distaste with which the parlia- 
mentary subsidies were viewed, an extract from a letter 
{Fen>r> Poi. of John Paaton to his brother will be sufficient : Sir, 
V. p. 49.) It IS SO that my couam John Bleverhaaset is mformed 
that for very certain he is chosen to be one of the Col- 
lectors ul tlie Task iu iS'urlolk, whereaa in very truth ho 
hath not a foot of land within the shire ; wherefore 1 
beseech you, that as hastily as ye may, after sight of this 
bill, that it naay please you to take the labour to com- 



to get here at this time." — (PoflWI 

iMlen, Tol. V. p. 107») 

* " Jolin Bleverhesset, Blenner- 

ha?set, and for shortness often 
called Harsi^et, of Ferns, married 
I. Jane, daughter of Thomas High- 
ham, Esq. ; and ii. Jane, daughter 
of Sir Thomas Tiiuhil, of Hock- 
vvoid, Kt. He died in 1510, aged 
87/*— (SSr/oilfi Am.) 



In the May foilov^ i- l-^ jinces j 
were lower atiil: " By my troth, 1 i 
wot not how to do ; the King goeth 
M» near U8 in this coontiy, both to 
poor and rich, that I wot not how 
we shall live, bat if {unle*9) the 
world amend. I neitiier can sell 
coin nor cattle to no good preve 
(proof). Malt is here but at lOd. 
a comb ; wheat a comb, 28d. ; oats j 
■ eomh, lOd. and thereof it little 
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mime with Sir Kichard Harcourt, and let him haveA.D.U74. 

knowledge that this gentleman hath nought within the 

sliire ; and that ye twain may find the meand to set him The couec- 

' . . ® ting the nib- 

out of that thankless office, for I promise you it encum- JjjjJjJjJ^ 
bereth him evil, and my mistress liis wife, and all us his 
friends here ; and if so bo that ye and Sir Kicliard Ilar- 
eourt may not find the mean betwixt you, that then it 
may please you to move my Lord Chamberlain with this 
matter, and so Master Haneet {Bkoerhaatet) prayeth 
you, and Mistress Jane his wife also, for she liketh 
nothing by the office. I pray God send you the Holy 
Ghost among you in the Parliament House, and ratlier 
the di'vil, we say, than you should grant any more tasks.** 

These, however, were not the only means adopted by other means 
the King to fiU his coffers. One of the fii-st acts of the the King^u> 
new parliament, which assembled Oct. 6* 1472, was to {Rymer, rol. 
attaint the persons and oonfiscate the estates of his'''''^* 
rebds and enemies. To gain the afiections of the Clergy, 
he pardoned several bishops who had been engaged 
against him in the recent content, iiut his expensive 
tastes, which now, that the engrossing object was a war 
with France, had somewhat abated, broke out with fresh 
force after his return from Calais ; ^' and his avarice, gsM. chy i. 
which daily increased, prompted him to employ a variety p. mi 
of methods, some of them very oppressive, and others 
(jultf uiu^oiiliy of his station to attain his object. But 
though he phmdered his subjects himself witliout mercy, 
he \^ as remarkably severe in punishing private robbers runishw 

* * * robbers an4 

and plunderers, a class of persons always numerous and piuiuteKra. 
difficult to manage after a long succession of civil com- 
motion.^ Amongst those who suffered most severely by 

the attainder, were the Archbishop of York, and the 
Earl of Oxford. The former, as has been already no- 
ticed in Dr. Warkworth's Chronicle, p. 137, was utterly (w^ariiror/A, 
despoiled and imprisoned in the castle of Guisnes, where SiJlJ^;*"*^ 
he died in want and wretehedness. The latter had***^'^ 
stipukited, when surrendering Mount St. Michael, for 
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A.D. 1474 his life ; bnt his estates wm confiscated and himself 
^*'^'*'*'Mmpri8oned in the Castle of Hammes; **whil8fc his 

Countess, sister to the late Kail of Warwick, wajs re- 
duced to the necessity of earning a scanty subsistence by 
her needle.** 

Subsidies In the same parliament the last day of NoTcmber 
linment. thc GommoDS grant to the King 14,000 Aichers,' to 

Tn,cer He. ssm tfao King at their costs, for one year, the same to 
be levied out of all men's lands, according to a propor- 
tion. The Lords Spiritual an d 'l\. inpQi al by themselves, 
grant unto the King, towards the furniture aforesaici, 
the tenth part of one whole year s revenue, of all and 

{ Prynne'i Singular theiF possessioiis.^ In the year following, April 

MfSilpSu.) the 8th 1473, the commons grant unto the King (me 
fifteen and one disme, except i^6000. to be distributed 
to certain decayed towns." Heavy as these exactions 
were felt at the moment, that they were levied, it was 
by them clnofly that Edward was enabled to recover the 
country from the exhausted state into which it's exche* 
quer had fallen, and ultimately to place it in the enviable 
position in which he left it at his death. 

His com. His Commercial Treaties were dictated by great fore* 

xnerclal 

sight and talent. He laboured incessantly to make Eng- 
land the warehouse of the World.^ The lianse towns,* 



' "The eighteentli day of Jnlj | 

1473. thf r mmori'i c:rnnt to the ' 
King, one Disnae, and one Fifteen, 
and ;e51,117. 4#. 7d. ob. q, in fuU 
paymoit of the wages for 14,000 
Archers granted before, towards the 
payment whereof every County, 
City, and Town is aeverally tazad* 
The grant is very long." — 
{Prynn*>'i> Tmrpr RrrnrdSfjp. 696.) 

• In considei aUoa of ;^3,000. 
dae by Ihe King to the Mayor and 
Merchants of the Stap'o, tli? King 
by a long act granteth to them a 
nfteen as Anno 7 E. 4. tit. 9."— 
(Tower Records, p. 692.) 

9 <t 'pjif, hostilitv nnd rnntention 
which was between the King and 



the Merchants of England of the 

one part, and the Duke of Hanse» 
or the Stilliards of the other part, 
from flie 21 at day of November In 
Anno E. 4. unto tfie 19 day of 
September in Anno 13 E. 4. are 
utterly appeased, ao as every Mer* 
diant of eUlier part to tiie aaid 19ti& 
day, may lawfully require of the 
other part his own, and a free in- 
tercourse between those Countriea 
and Merchants, for ever to be had. 

•* To which Cnf5 tlie Kinc;, bv 
letters Patents, contirmeth to the 
said Merchants of the Stilliard their 
old libortiea granted to all Mer- 
chant i5trangcrs, of every Country 
by name, by King £. I. but after 
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the most powerful league of merchants ever i'onned, a.d. 1474. 
consisted at one time of no k than 72 of the principal ?5^*J!!^ 
trading cities of Europe, whose general staples were : ^SdSu' 
London, Bruges in Flanders, Bergen in Norway, andj^jjj 
Novgorod in Russia. It originated in Bremen, in the 
year 1164, and probably at that time consisted only of 
the principal towns of Germany. When their power be- 
came at length so gi'eat as to be dreaded by the Sove- 
reigns, in whose countries they were established, tlie 
number greatly decreased, and at the period of Edward s 
reign Hamburgh, Bremen, Luebeck, Ckilogne, Dantzick 
and Rostock were the chief. During the Civil wars the 
En j^ish had injured the merchants of these towns, and 
violated their privileges several ways ; upon which having 
obtained letters of marque irom their magistrates, they 
levied war upon their opj>re8sors, which j>rnved de.sinie- 
tive to both parties. At length the Civil wai-s being 
ended the Hanse towns sent ambassadors to Edward to 
demand satisfoction for their losses, and to propose a 
renewal of alliance, to confirm thdr privileges, and to 
secure the trade and navigation of the En^ish in the 
Northern Seas. The Ambassadors were graciously re- 
ceived bv the Kinnf and all differences ultimatelv satis- 
£actorily arranged by a congress held at Utrecht for tliat 
purpose. Shortly after this, by letters patent the King 
confirmed the ancient alliance between Richard II. and Tr r ^uh 
Don John of Portugal, for them and theur successors, (iw<i.p.74i,) 
receiving similar letters from King Alphonso, bearing 
date August 30th 147 J. The differences between the The Fiemuh 
iiQnghsh merchants and the 1^ lemings were, also, ar- rtconcued^ 



granted bf especial name to the 

Merchants of the Stilliard, by E. 11. 
wherein is to be seen their Customs 
rated and the King's grant not to 
raise the same ; all which by act of 
Parliament ia eoiDSnMd."'-(/6M2. 
693.) 

**The boQse called the Style- 
iMiue, otherwise the Stilliards, in 
lof AUbaUawain Lcmdon, 



is by aathority of FurUaaient as- 
signed to the Merchants of the 
Hanse, and to their successors for 
ever, tf^therwitb other Tenements 
to the same belon^in^, yielding 
yearly to thf MrLV ir of London 
Mia, and other rents to others." — 
(iKii. 697.) 

" The renovation of the trea- 
ties of Tmce and Conmerce be* 
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JLD. W4, ranged m n^goeiftiiiig a final Peace with the Duke of 
TramiipKb Burgundy. A tmee was oonduded hetween England 
{ibfmer, and Scotland by the pk nipotentiaries of both nat ions till 

July 147'*^, to enablo tho nec^ociations to proceed. 
Sir51!?2S5» Kdward now turned his attention to the recovery of 
his French dominions. In the apeeoh from the throne 
he stated hk inteattonSf and many eloquent orations 
aHusted the warlike fever; whilst his financial measures, 
and the loyalty and liberality of Parliament opened the 
way to a lirilliant campaign. Louis XI, the crafty and 
deceitful King of France had by every means, legal and 
ill^^y diminished the power of the great vassals of the 
crowni and given the kingly office that superiority in the 
nation, which it never lost till the death of Louis X VL 
(Rfmer, His moTcments were jealously watched by hb neigh- 
^tLpMi.) jjQ^yg^ Edward and Charles of Burgundy had entered 
into a treaty, oftensive and defensive, acrainst him. In 
1472 he appears to have contemplated hoistilitiesy for in 
a letter of Sir John Paston to his brother, in communi- 
eating the news of the day, he writes : Furthermore 
' ^ tty* that the French King is with his host upon the 
water of Somme (m Pieardy),^^ a 60 miles from Calais.^ 
And in another letter of the same period : Men say 
that the French King, with a great host, is at Amiens, 
but three score miles from Calais ; and if he, or his, rode 



twcpn Rnrrlnnt^ and Bretagne, which 
were iuterrujpted dming the usar- 
pfttton of fhe Eaii of waiirlck, is 
dated Sep. 30th 1471."— (12apiV* 
Acta Regia, p. 298.) These 
ferences were, however, not com- 
pletely reeondled till July 
1478, on which day the treaty was 
signed at Lisle. '* This treaty," 
given in Rymer's Foedera, vol. xii. 
p. 67, ** might be of nngolar Mr- 
vice for merchants, or for those 
who would write a History of the 
Commerce betwixt i^ngland and the 
Netherlands ; for in it we find Hhe 
particular grievances complained of 



on both aides bj the inhabitants of | ton Lettartf vol. ii. p. 177.) 



the Netherlands, and by the English 
Merchants, who kept the Wool- 
staple of England at Calais ; toge- 
ther with the tricks and frauds 
pr!)ctised by each party."— ^^te 
Jicffittf p. 316.) 

Louis appears at the oxncfai* 
sion of the trace to have again re* 
turned to this position. *<Tbe 
Vrench lOof men aay is coming 

mVh to the water of Somme, with 
4000 Sppfirs, and some men trow 
{think) that he will, the day of break- 
ing of truce, or else before, set upon 
the Biike'a Countries here." — (J 
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before Calais, and I not there, I would be sorry." Wliat- a.d, 1474. 
ever were Louis' real intentions they were masked lor 
the tiine, for Sir John thus writes on the 16th of April, 
then on his way to Calais; there was a troGe taken at Tnue 
Brussels) about the 26th of March last past, between the m arch 30^ 
Duke of Burgundy and the French Kin^s ambassadors, 
aiid Mr. William Attclylfe, for the King here; which 

. vol. il. 

IS a peace by land and water till the 1st day of April, p. laso 
now next coming, between Jj'rauce and Knglftpd, and 
also the Duke's land." 

Towards the end of 1474 an embssi^ was sent over French em- 

from Look to Edwsrd, bat not received "into the '^'{^ 

King's presence,*^ for men say, that the chief of them is ^^'^ 

he that poisoned both the Duke ot Ikni, and the Duke 
of Calabria;" and Sir John addh : *' there iiever was 
more likelihood that the King should go over sea^ this 
next year, than was now/' 

** The war contemplated by the King was no eonmion {AetaRegia, 
mat^ or a war from motives that were trifling. He'*^'^ 
seemed determined to reconquer by the sword, what had 
been wi * sted by the sword fi oni his predecessor. With 
the assistance of the Duke of Ikirgundy, who was as The jiukes 
much concerned as himself, he at least hoped to re- «iKiBi«ugne, 

and tile Con- 

possess Guienne and Normandy, the ancient patrimony stable st.Pui 

* , r J Edward. 

4^ his ancestors. The Constable de St. Pol had pledged 



** For the better mderrtimding 

of this curious passage, which re- 
flects hononr npon King Edward, 
both as a sovereign prince and a 
man, it will be neeeuary to inform 
the reader, thnt in 1472, Louis XI. 
finding himself drawn into a war 
mrith the Duke of Burgundy, in or- 
der to bring about a marriage be- 
tween his brother, Charlr-. Duke of 
Berri and Guieuue, and Mary the 
Daughter and bdr of that Dnke, 
employed proper persons to destroy 
his brother, and by that menn'? to 
extricate him from these troubles. 
Tbtt death of tiie Duke de Ben! Wis 
eiiBDted by a thnr pdtoii, of wbidi 

M 



he died in May, 1472, aged aboot 

26 years. Mary, the richest heiress 
of her time, was boin in 1457, and 
by her father, the Duke of Burguudy, 
was promiied in marriage to Taiiona 
potentates, and amongst the rest to 
Nicholas of AnjoUt Duke of Cala- 
bria and Lorraine. This prince died 
in August, 1473, ag( I )ut 25, 
here said by poison, (lijiuni-tered 
by the same hand that took otf the 
Dnke deBerri."— (Sir.roJlN Jbim.) 
After the death of her lather at 
Nanci, in 1 1 77, she married Mazi- 
milian. Archduke of Austria, and 
died, after a fall tmm her hone, 
within 4 years afterwarde. 

2 
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A.D. 1475. himself to deliver iij) St. Quentin to the English ; and 
the Duke do BretajE^ne was persuiiJod to join the League 
against 1^ ranee. Thus Louis saw himself beset by three 
powerful enondes, at a moment when his government 
had become hateful to his meet poweffnl vaaaala." 

These arrangements being completed, Edward paaaed 
,over to Galais,^^ and entered France in Jane 1475, 
June 2u ui " attended by the flower of the English Nobility, being 
i!iJ,i475. 1500 persons in full anin)ur, and each with several 
horsemen in their retinue ; 15,000 archers on horseback, 
and a great number of infantry, with artillery. There 
was not one useless person in Uie army ; and 3000 men 
besides were to have been landed in Bretagne." 
(jtrta Rfgia, As soon as Edward was arrived at Calais, he sent a 
LndBticie- herald** to declare war against the King of France. 
iSatiXi. by Louis returned a very mild answer and bid the Herald 
SSiJ'"' tell his master, that tlie Duke of Burgundy and the 
Constable do St. Pol would infallibly deceive him. But 
before he dismissed the Herald, he asked him a gi^at 
many questions; and the Herald in his answers took 
occasion to tell him either of his own head, or irom some 
private instruction, that if he had any proposal of peace 
to make, he must apply to the Lords Howard and Stan- 
ley, who had both great interest with the King. Louis, 
who was a man of great penetration, suspected that the 
Herald did not say this without a meaning. In the 
interim, to let the English lords see how liberal he was, 
j^obMbed he ordered the Herald who came to declare war against 



IS CommliiM adds, that '* wbflst { 7 milea acro8s.'*^(p. 864.) 

Edward was with his army at Dover, i 

the Duke of Burgundy sent him 500 ■ " Commines says, "he deg- 
flat-bottotned boats, without decks, patched a single herald from Dover, 
well suited for the coiiTejrance of named Jartiere (Gar/«r) who was a 
Tmrsp'^. which boats were called n:\f"i\('' of NciT-mn'irlv. Hernnveved 
' nenttneit j' aad ootwithstaodiDg • a letter of defiance from the King 
thif greatniiniber.ftddedtoanwbicb I of Bngland, composed in beautiful 
the King, himself, could oommand, > Ungoage, and pure atyle, whidi I 
it took him three ^irks to rrofs will never believe was written by 
from Dover to Calais, which i& only Englishman." — (p. 264.) 
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him, a present of three hundred crowns for his pocket 1470^ 
and thirty eOs of velvet to make him a gown«^ 

"Edward expected the Duke of Burgundy would Fd.vmdi 
come at the head of an army to join him ; but though Buf^^undy* 
in confidence thereof he was akeady on the march he 
heard no news of him, which obliged him at last to send 
an expreae to him to know the cause of his delay* The 
Duke was still employed in the Electorate of Cologne^ 
at the sietre of Nuz^^ which he undertook in hopes of who eon. 

« , . , ttnues at thi 

makmg himself master of that jjlace time enough to wegeo* 
join the English. But the length of the siege, which 
held ten months, and his own obstinacy broke all his 
measures ; for while he was untimely bent on an affoir of 
so little consequence, he suffered very great losses else^ 
where ; the Duke of Austria took the county of Fer- and umm 
rette*^ from him ; the Duke of Lorrain ravaged Luxem- ISIo5! '"^ 
buurg and Lewis XI. seized E,oye and Mondidier. At 
last when he was just u|)on the point of being master of 
Nuz, he was so pressed by Edward's importunity that he 
consented the place should be deposited in the hands of 
one of the Pope's legates. But his army was in so poor 
a condition to begin a fresh campaign that he was 
obliged to put it into quarters of refreshment ; after vi.iui Kd- 
which he went to iind out Edward, in order to make an •**"P' 
apology for his backwardness." 

Whilst Edward lay in his camp near Peronne rumi- 
nating on the nnaocountable conduct of the Duke, ^'the 



u <* To-morrow I purpose to ride 
Into FUniden to purvey id6 Hon6 

•nd Harness, and perchance I shall 
see the siege of Nuz ere I come again, 
if I have time. God send me good 
speed to appoint vifli the King and 
my Lord, for such retinue as I should 
have now in these wars into France ; 



ton Lettertf vol. ii. p. 177.) 

Theticieof Nut lasteth still, 

and the Emperor hath besieged also, 
not far trom thence, a castle and 
another town in like wite, wherein 

the Duke's men be.''— (7^*u/.) 
"The King's Ambassador, Sir 
wherefore I pray you in ^ortoik, j Thomas Montgomery, and the Mas- 
and other places, commnne witii ter of the RoUt be ooming home* 

such as you think likely for you and j ward from Nuz, and as for rne, I 
me that are disposed to take wa^es think 1 shall be sick but if I see 
iu geutleinen's houses, etc."— (fa*- ■ it." — {li/td.) 
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A.D. 147k King of France oanaed a certain pencm of no note Q 
Louis wndl variety simple Mrvtfaifr^ belonging to the honsehold of 
tb€ K^'^^ M. de Salles, to be clothed in a Herald's tabard, and 
mi net,' having fully instructed him, despatched him to the 
* English cainj), to (ieuiaiui a safe conduct for ambassa- 
dors, desiring him to address himself for that purpose to 
the Lords Howard and Stanley. Arrived in the English 
quarters, with his tabard on his back, he wasinunediate^ 
arrested and conveyed to the Royal tent.** Upon being 
questioned as to the purport of his coming, lie replied : 
"he was charged on the part of the King his master 
with a messao^ to the King of England, and to the 
wbotofra- Lords Howard and Stanley.^ He was then hospitably 
cetmt entertained at dinner in a tent, and upon the King'a 
rising from table, who happened to be dining when the 
Herald arrived, he was admitted into the King's pre- 
Ritneccbto sence, and told him: **That he was ordered by the 
King his master to represent to him, that the war be- 
tween their two kingdoms could not but be destructive 
to both, and that the mutual commerce (intercourse) of 
the two nations was m the contrary a manifest advan- 
tage, which ought to be cherished. Then he excused 
the countenance given by France to Warwiek^ aflimm^ 
that it was not done out of ill will to Edward, but on 
account of the Duke of Burgundy liis master s irrecon- 
cileable enemy. He added that the Duke'^s insincerity 
was as apparent as the Constable's; but that it was 
unnecessary to mention this as the King himself was 
then suffering from the ill eflfects of it. By thb time he 
must see that he was come into a country where he had 
neither castles nor friends, and he left it to him to judge 
whether the conquest of Finance were as pmsv as he had 
been led to believe. The King his master, however, 
knowing so vast an armament could not be made without 
great expense, was willing to make him such amends, as 
should be satisfactory to him; and therefore he de- 
manded a safe conduct for Ambassadors with a train of 
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one hundred horse^ that ihej might inform him of his a.d. 
master's wishes; or, if more in acoordanee with the 
pleasure of the King of England, that a meeting should 
take place in some village, situate between the two 
armies, of Ambassadors from both, the King of France 
would also grant a safe conduct on his part.** 

This proposal was most acceptable to Edward under H«tadb- 
the circumstances in which he found hinw^^lf, and accor- JSaJJu^u* 
dingly the Herald was dismissed with a present of four Mdm^^ 
nobles, accompanied hy a Herald, on his party to okum a 
safe conduct similar to the one he had granted. Next 
day the King held a great council in his army, wherein 
it was determined to make a truce with France, on cer- 
tain conditions, and the Lord Howard, Sir Thomas St. TheEngUifc 
Leger, and Dr. Morton, the Master of tlie Rolls, (after' don. 
wards Abp. of Canierhwry) were iqppointed to hdd * 
ocmferenoe with the fV^neh ambassadois betwixt Amiens 
and Peronne. Their instructions were riven them in (JeiaSegia, 
writing, signed by the King and twenty two Lords, so 
that they had not power either to add or diminish, and 
the King oi rancc had nothing to do but to accept 
the terms, as offered by Edward, or else refuse them. 

There is no doubt that £dward would not have fidlen nem^ t r 
so easily into the views of the wily Louis* had the Duke 



of Burgundy kept fiuth with him and joined him upon 

his landing in J 'i :ince. To repeated messages sent hy 
the Kinof, twice by ihe Queen's l)rother, the Lord Rivers, 
he had replied that his honour was concerned in the 
reduction of the fortress of Nuz, and he could not meet 
tiie King of EngUmd as the repulsed assailant of so 
inconsiderable a fortification. When he did arrive, he 
came with but a slender retinue, and on Edward's send* The con. 
ing a detachment to occupy the town of St. Quentin the Kri*" 



Constable St. Pol, whom the Duke had represented as 
an ally, hred upon it irom the Walls. The King no (Uivard, 



longer able to check the expression of his disappointment *^ '^'^^'^ 
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A.D, 147*. exacted from the Duke a promise to return in a short 
time at the head of a nnmerous army. 

Louis Uxk advantage of this cinsmnstaDoe^ and the 
success of hk messures equalled his expectations. He 
The Wench appointed the Bastard of Bourbon, the Admiral of 
^'onV France, the Lord St. Pierre, and the Bishop of Evreux, 
siirnanied llebcrge, to meet the English Ambassadors. 
iJeiaJSegia, The Treaty was concluded on the 29th of August, on 
the tenna that Edward had proposed it, without any 
The terms altoiation. These were I. That Louis should pay the 
^zdi^i^y King, within a fortnight, 75,000 crowns, and from 
T»i.T.p.m,) thenceforward 60,000 crowns yearly,*' in two payments, 
as tribute, during the life of the two Kings. II. 
That the King of France' sliould wed his son, the 
Dauphin, to the Princess Elizabeth, the King s eldest 
daughter, and should allow his said daughter-in-law, 
60,000 livies a year. Upon these two conditions, the 
Ambassadors were empowered to promise in the King s 
name, that he would return into EngUuid with his troops, 
immediately after the receipt of the 75,000 crowns, and 
sign a treaty of alliance against the rebellious sulyjects 
of the two Kings, and also sign a truce for seven yeaia. 

Hearing of the intended peace the Duke of Burgundy 
hastened to Edward's camp to ward off the blow this 
would be to his interests. He arrived too late, the 
The Dnkes truce was siffued, and all the consolation he received was 

of Burgundy o » 

and Brt'tagne the knowledge that he was inrlu l^id in it. Not having 

iiu-luded in ^ ° 

the Tnice. bccu askcd for his concurrence by Edward, he stood out 
pufflB)"**' ^'^^ some time, but at last accepted a separate truce 
offered him by Louis, for nine years. The Duke de 
Bretagne was also included in the truce, and on the 



'7 The papers relating to this and the Bunk of the Medicis gua- 
treaty will b« found in the 12th ranteed the payment, p. 20. These 



volame of Rymer, p. 14 to 20. The 

50,000 crowns were to be paid in 
ifOttdoQ at Easter aad Michaelmas, 



paymento were regularly made up to 

1482, the last receipt bearing the 
date of August 25tb ia that year. 
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French King earnestly pressing Edward to desert his a.d. m» 
ally he replied that he woiild^ on the contrary, de- 
fend him by every means in his power." The Con- 
stable St. Pol met with a just retribution for the double 
part he had i jlayed. He was forsaken by all, and forced (^^d. p.349./ 

..1 i»iTNi i»-r» 1 Constable 

to retire into the countiy of the Duke of Burgundy, st^Poi^ii*- 
upon the faith of a safe conduct, in defiance of wliich, 
nevertheless, he vas deliTered up to Louis, and immedi- 
ately beheaded. 

The Duke of Burgundy, ever restless and greedy after Death ^ the 
fame, plunged into needless hostilities with the Swiss, and uurgwuty. 
lost in one year three successive battles, in the last of 
which, at Nanci, January 15th 1477, he was killed. The 
consequences of this event will be referred to hereafter, 
when conddering the domestic Quarrels of Edward, and 
his brothers. 

But to return to the I'roncli Treaty, Louis stipulated Lootenm- 

•' •* somH Queen 

in addition to \my Edward .jOJJOO ( rowns as the ransom Margaret, 
of the unibrtunate Q,ueen Margaret, and that all dif- 
ferences between the two Kings should be submitted to 
four arbitrators : — ^the Cardinal Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and the Duke of Clarence on the part of Edward; 
and the Archbishop of Lyons, and the Count Dunok on 
his own part ; who should be bound to pronomice their 
award, within the course of three }'ears. After the Meetinj? of 
Jreace had been signed an mterview was arranged be-wdLouuxi. 
tween the two monarchs at the bridge of Pecquigni, ~{'frrV!Sn'l 

Home oj A 'a- 

— MftTOl.lill».) 



In 1481 Edward made an al- 
liance with the Duke of Bretagae, 
OB condition of reeelTiiig from Idm 
the 50,000 crowns per annam, if 
difierenoea with Louis should sus- 
pend his payments; and he engaged 
to dtCaiii of Louis a trace for the 
Low Countries, or to make war.'*— 
{Turner, rol v. p. 387.) 

^ '* Here the monarchs met each 
otlier, shook htods tiirougii the 
grating, and swore on the Missal to 
ohserve their engagements. They 



then entered into familiar rnnvrrsa- 
tioa ; aud Louis incautiously invited 
his new acquaintance to Paris. £d>> 
ward.eager intheparsitit of pleasure, 
did not refu«e ; and it requirrd all 
the address of the French monarch 
to postpone the intended Tidt to an 
indeterminate period. The English 
Kings, he afterwards observed to 
his confidents, had been too much in 
the haUt of visiting France ; he liked 
them best on their own side of the 
water.' '^{Lmgard, voL iii. p. 5&3.) 
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un. near Amieiis. A gnted Iwrrier was ereeted on the 
middle, and two boxes nised for the purpose. Lotus, 

whose pliant genius accomnmdated its* 11' to ever}' situa- 
tion of politiop, and who thought no suluni-^sion too mean 
Tiouis Uiten for the attainment of hm views. Haltered the English 

Kdward and , ° 

Mtanto Prince, invited him with all the apparent cordiality of 
inendship to his capital, and at ihe same time secured 
by pieaents the pdneipal nobles in his interests."* 

The immediate concUtions of the treaty having been 

Kngiaiid, Ikithfully performed Edward coiimionced his march to 
' the coast, and thus ended this expedition, for the lui- 
dertaking of which he had been collecting money from 
his subjects in England, by subsidies and b^evolences 
for two years. Sir John Paston, who accompanied him, 
(Paston wvotc fWim CSshus, on the 11th of September : ^ Blessed 
p. I'la.) ' be God, this voyage of the King's is finished for this 
time, and all the King's host is come to Calais as on 
Monday last past; (Stii. Hk) and as this day many of 
his host be passed the sea into England again, and in 
eq>ecial my LiMrd of Norfolk and my brethren." 

With this expedition the Wars of Edward may be 
considered to have ended; for the rupture with Scotland 
in 1480, and the breach with France in 1483, the latter 
of which led to the ultimate discomfiture of the House 
oi York, and the exaltation of the Family of Tudor to 



^ Louis, to escape from thii dan- 
geroiii war, Meored die iniitltten 

of Edward by bribes, who did not 
Iiesitate to follow the example of 
their master. Amongst them he 
divided 16,000 orowiM per amnun 
as pensions ; anf^ Tommines men- 
tions the Lords Howard and Che- 
ney, the Marqais Dorset, the Lord 
CawBiberiain, the Chanedlor and 
Ifaater of the Rn\h, as partici- 
Mtiaf in the booty. To Lord 
Howard, besides his pension, Louis 
§K9tp in two years, above 24,000 
cromu; end lo Lord Haatinfiy 



1000 crowns in plate, and a pension 
of 2000 crowns a year. He affinni 
that Edward's Lord Chamberlain, 

Chancellor, Admiral, Master of the 
Horse, and other great Lords, were 
all pentionert at die aaaiie Ifiaie to 
the King of France. The Lord 
Hastings alone refused to give a re< 
ceipt for bis pension. " If you wi«h 
BM to reeoive it," iMiaid, ** yon aaey 
put it into my sleeve ; but you shall 
have neither letter, nor acquittance 
for it, from me." "The other re- 
ceipts," adds our anthor, " are still 
in the Offioe oi Acooonti, «t Perie." 
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the Throne, more properly bdoDg to the Reigvi of 

Kichard the Third. 



CHAPTER III. 

His Domestic Policy, 

The English is not au absolute but a limited Men- tbbE*. 
archy, arising from the free electi<m of men for their Vmmimt'-- 
own safety and convenience^ in which the King can ^u!iiub!!!^ 
neither make laws, nor take the goods of his sabjects 
without their consent.^ The Constitntional manner of 
obtainiii;:; the sanction of the country was through the 
parliament, and Kdward invariably "had thanks given (rower 
to the ( Oinmons, by the King's commandment, for the 
subsidies they granted, before each prorogation." On 
his restoration in 1471, an act was passed '^that upon ^ikuuy 
urgent cause of the King s moving, the King may at any 
time before the day appointed for the reassembling of 
Pai liaiiuMtr, call and rea-ssemble the said Parliament, 
sciidinj; inrth writs 20 days before to ])rociaini,^ We 
Lave seen in the previous chapter, that the heavy taxes, ^^J^^^^' 
subsidies and benev<dences had impoverished the country ^ [jyj^j^ 
to that degree, that no buyers could be found for the 
common necessaries of life. These taxes had been levied 
for the popular measnro, the recovery of the Frrach • 
Provinces of the crown, which had been wrested from 
the grasp of his predecessor. Great ^ therefore was the 
disappointment felt by the army and people " who openly ^^^^^^ j 
murmured at the avarice <rf the Kins:, and threatened 

ana dwoi nciv 

with public vengeance the ministers^ who had allowed 
themselves to be bribed by the French Kmg. They 



' See Liniranl's ITistory, vol. iii. I tlii?; account, admirably abridged 
p. 555, from wUom we have copi«ti \ Iram the Monk of Crojrland. 
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A.D. i47«. were, however^ carefuUy watched, and numy severely 
pumalied for the impnidenee of their hmguage. Others^ 
as soon as the army was dishanded, formed aseociations, 

extorted money by violence, and tlirew several counties 
iijniinr.i. ^ Into confiisioii by repeated robberies and murders. To 
Mp|^ed'^ suppress these disorders the King directed the laws to 
^ **^be strictly enforced, accompanied the judges in their 
circuits, and inexorably refused mercy to eveiy delin- 
quent^ whatever might have been his station or serrices. 
But the dissatisfaction of the people supplied a source of 
deej)er disquietude. It was evident that they wanted 
but a leader to guide their efforts, and that the imposi- 
tion of new taxes would intallibly goad them to insur- 
tm tumu- rection* Hence it became the great oljject of the King's 
TAxm policy to provide for the expenses of his household, and 
of the government^ without laying any additional burthen 
eiievt«d by on the nation. With this view he ordered the officers 
cuaiomsfeu! of the custouis to cxact the duties with severity, extorted 
frequent tenths from tlx* cloriry, levied large sums for the 
restoration of the temporalities oi' abbots and bishops, 
resumed most of the grants lately made by the crown, 
and compelled the holders of estates, who had omitted 
any of the numerous minutiie of the feudal t^ures, to 
compound by heavy fines, for the rents which they had 
hitherto received. Neither did he disdain the aids 
which might be derived from the transactions of com- 
•nd tfMiing niercc. His ships were annually freighted with tin, wool, 
and cloth ; and the merchandise of the King of England 
was publicly exposed to sale in the ports of Italy and 
Greece. In a diort time he became rich ; though indi- 
viduala might complain, the nation was satisfied ; and 
men grew insensibly attached to a prince, who could 
support the splendour of the throne without making any 
demands on the purses of his subjects." To understand 
the Conunercial Policy of Edward it will be necessaiy 
to consider the principal resources of the country, and 
to point out the means the King adopted in carry- 



I 
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ing out his iriewB to render London the great mart of a.d.i47». 
Europe. 

I. Wool had always been one of the staple commodi- Wooi. 
ties of England, and particiil .n ly the sheep of the western 
Provinces were considered to yield a finer quality than 
any other. In the third year of the King's reign he had 
** granted a licence for certain Gotswold ^ sheep to be (Hau^i 
irao^rted to Spain, as people report, which have there p.96<.) * 
so multiplied and increased, that it hath turned the 
commodity of England much to the Spanish profit, and 
to the no small hindrance of the gain, which was before- 
times in England raised of wool." To meet this evil 
various acts were passed, and Edward encouraged the (Croyiand 
trade himself by shipping large quantities both of the -^-^^-^ 
raw and manu&ctured article to Italy and Greece. He 
had several ships that were his own private property, 
and following the example of the p]arl of Warwick, who 
had in a great measure recovered the dominion of the 
sea, which had been lost in the long inglorious reign of 
Henry the Sixth, " he sometimes used them in the pro- iHenry, 
tection of the trade of his subjects, and at other times ^•''•P'^ ) 
employed them in trade, as a merchant, which contri- 
buted not a little to his great wealth.^ II. The Woollen 
MANUFACTURE was much unproved, and, m consequence, 
greater qnantities of woollen cloths were exported, than 
4it any former period. III. Corn had also since the cobw. 
year 1425, been largely exported, and the trade pro- 
tected by Royal privileges. In 1463, the Easterliugs,^ 



' '* Has the late Merino breed, ] 
introduced into this country and 
Fnnce from Spain, praoMded liron 
flMM."— (SniTMr, p. 310.) 

^ It is a curioQS fact here record* 
ed, that a free tnule in com had 
nearly proved the min of the Ac^H- 
cultttral interest in the fifteenth 
Century. In eoneeqnenee of the 
large importations of com by the 
Eaaterlinga ia 1463| the prices 
were :— - 



j "In London: £ s. d. 

Wheat, per quarter 0 2 0 
Barley, ditto . 0 1 10 
Peas, ditto .034 
Oata, ditto .012 

Jn Norfolk : 

Wheat, fhfto .018 
Barley, ditto .010 
Malt ditto .018 
OaU, ditto .010 
whercns in 1460, wheat was Ss.*'— 
{Fteeiwood'tt Ch.Fr, p. 112.) 
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A.D.i4ra» ar Merehants of the Steel-yard, by impcnriiog laige 
i%!ivl qvuttKiatieBy had greatly rednced the price of that oom- 
'^'^^ modity, so that the English Fanner was in danger of 
being ruined. The Country members of the House of 

ComnioiiB complained, and to prevent the serious injury 
cqui Laws thus threatened, it was enacted that when the quarter 
tcctionSftbe of whoat did not exceed the price of 6b. 8d. ; rye, 4s. and 
bariey Ss. no person should import any ci these three 
kinds of grainy upon forfeittire thereof." The average 
fS^uplaya.) ^ * quarter of wheat at this period "appears to 
have been 5s. which multiplied by 10s. produces 50s. 
which is not considered a very hig-h price at present.'* 
By the same calculation a quarter of wheat at 6s. 8d. 
would be equivalent to 3/. 6b. Sd.^ of oar money, and ail 
wheat imported when the market price was less, was 
forfeit to the crown ; and not allowed, as at present, to 
remmn tn bond, a measure which has at length proved 
itself equally ruinous to the grower and importer. In 
{I'u-citTM'rs Fleetwood's Chroiiicon l*rceiosum, p. 98 to 113, the 

C'liruntcun ^ *■ 

p.w*"iS*) ^^^^^ ^^^^ price of animal food etc. from the 

Animal ycBT 1401 to 1500, firom which the following averages 
may be drawn : — ^An ordinary cow, 7s. — a calf. Is. 8d.— * 
an ox, 13e. 4d. — a sheep, 2s. 5d. — a hog, 2s. — goose, 
3d. IV. Liquors were cheaper, in proportion, than 
AtsAMii either corn or butcher's meat, for: Ale, cost lid. ])er 
gallon, and Claret, Is. per gallon. The act which re- 
gulated the price of the former, which, before the intro 
duetion of tea and coffee, formed as necessary an article 
as bread itself, ordains that when a quarter of barley 
was sold at 2s. then Ale might be afforded 4 quarts for 



^ To uuderstand this calculation, 
we kavA only to reflect : I. that 



a year ; and, 
II. thet the Mine quantity of ifl. 



one nnininal pound sterling, in the ver, suppose a pound weight, would 
15th Century, contained as much t then have purchased as manj' of the 
silver as two pounds contain at pre- I necessaries of Ufe as hve times that 
sent ; and therefore a person, who | quantity, or five poimds weight of 
had then an incninr nf £ 10 a year, ! silver, will purchase at pKMlit*"^ 
had as much silver to expend as one j {HemTf, vol. x. p. 271.} 
who Iwtlt now ■& inoouie oi £20 ' 
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Id. And when Barley wis at 2s* 6d. then Ale was iO ajk im, 
be 7 quarts for 2d. and so to increase and decrease after 
the rate of 6d. the quarter.^ 

V. Inlakd manufactures were protected by prohi- iki,aw» 
biting the importation of siiiiiiar articles, wherever par- Tuata, pio- 
liament considered the prohibition beneficial. Thus 

A*D. 1483, upon the petition of the Manufacturers of 
London and other townSy representing the great damage 
they sustained by the importation of the articles they 
marnifactured, an act, embodying these prohilntioiis, was 
passed against the iniportation of : girdles ; harness, 
wrought for girdles ; points ; leather laces ; purses ; 
pouches; pins; gloves; knives; hangers; taylors' shears; 
fldssarsy and irons; cupboards; tongs; fire-forks; 
gridirons; stock locks; keys; hinges; garnets; ^urs; 
painted g^ass ; painted papers ; painted forcers ; painted 
images; painted cloths ; beaten gold and silv^, wrought 
in papers, for painters ; saddles and saddletrees ; horse- 
harness ; boots; bits; stirrups; buckler-chains; latten 
nails, with Iron shanks ; turners ; hanging candlesticks ; 
holy water stops; chaffing dishes; hanging-leavers; 
cnrtainrrings ; wool-cards; roan-cards; buckles for 
shoes; shears; broaches for spits; bells; hawks^bells; 
tin and leaden i^ioons; wire of latten and iron; iron 
candlesticks ; grates ; and horns for lanthorns." 

VI. In that nirioiis tract " the Proloyue of English imports. 
Policie" contained in Hakluyt's Collection of Voyages (Uakivgi.) 
and Discovones, etc., we have a contemporary account 

of the commodities imported into England by the mer- 
diants of diflferent countries, from which we gather that 
S^taifi and Portugal^ supplied us with: figs, raisins, 
wine, oil, soap, dates, liquorice, wax, iron, wool, wudmote 
(prepared woad), goatfell, redfell, saffron, and 4uieksil- 
ver : — Breta^pue : wine, salt, crest-cloth, {linen), canvass: 
-<—Qermanif9 PrumOf and the Haiue Towns 

* These articles were afterwards I to come in unless wheat was 68. 8d. 
prohibited. Com was not allowed | the quarter. 
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or Ma* 



A.0. 1439, iron, steel, copper, oantmd (a pkmi)f bowstara,^ boands, 
wax, intdi, tar, hemp, flax, peltry,* thread, fustiaii* 
buckram, canvass, and wool-cards :^ — Cfenoa: gold, cloth 

of gold, silk, cotton, oil, l)l:ick pepper, rock allum, and 
woad : — Venice, Florence iLud the rest of Italy: spices, 
aad grocery wares, sweet wines, sugar, drugs, with 

'* Apes and japes, and ciarmusits tayled, 
And lifli* and triilii that Uttlo ha^e 'vaylad." 

VII. To find employment for the poor has always 

been the most difficult task of stat^men. Throughout 
his rcigri iMlward had been popular with the lower orders. 
His a^bility and courteous demeanour to them in peace, 
his sharing their toil, perils, and rations in war, and 
above all his careless and unflinching bravery, rendered 
him the idol of the inking classes. Finding their mar 
nual labour superseded in the manufacture of an article 
of great consumption ])y the introduction of Machinery, 
an act was passed in the twenty-second year of his reign 
aaEd.iv.} prevent the employment of Fvlling MiUs, "which, 
by the subtle imagination of man, work the destruction 
of the original makers of hate and bonnets by man's 
strengtli, that is with hands and feet,** and accordingly 
the use of this mechanical contrivance in the said manu- 
facture was piuiiibited. The preamble to another act 
shows the spirit of the times in providing for the poor, 
and runs thus : And for that Artificers and other poor 
people^ labouring for their living in divers ooeupations, 
have competent gam; and to the satislhctioii of them 
and their households, live without miserable and intolle- 
rable poverty, be it enacted," etc. 

How much at variance was the public opiiiitm of that 
day with the Science of Political Economy of the 19tii 



(Statuits, 



* Osmund, a plant used in Medi- son "as things as common as the 
dne, sometime! ftrand in Englaiid." wool or hair of a aUn or hide; 
^{Milkr,) (perhaps) the refuse of askin-yard." 

It probably here meaiu merely un- 

Pdtry a interpreted bj Richard- drejMed hides. 
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Century ! Machinery, which, in its rapid strides in our A.D. 1490. 
time, promises to supersede the manual labour of the 
poor, in every occupation, from the wheeling a barrow to 
the mysteries of watchmaking and printing, and which 
daily sacrifices the in&nt of a few years and its squalid 
parent to a premature grave, was looked upon in ^ the 
croel and ferocious age ** of the Phmtagenets as the 
demon of future misery and want. 

The Merchant Kinop made trade an honourable calling, Edwani* 

nMftlHHll> 

and there are few of our proudest nobles, who do not 
trace their origin to its followers. To Edward the 
Third, who has justly been ealled the Father of English 
Conunevce," we are indebted for that sound policy, which 
enabled the merchants and mannfaeturers of England to 
amass by the silent operations of m t and trade, those 
treasures which would othrr\\i>(^ have been quite dissi- 
pated in the struggles for foreign conquest and dominion, 
in which this country had been engaged for more than a 
century. But Edward the Fourth, improving the theories 
of his ancestor, amassed riches as a trader himself, by 
which he was enabled to defkny the expenses of hia 
Government, without calling upon his subjects for fresh 
subsidies. It is in reference to this, that tlu- old Chro- 
nicler says : ** that he had left all gathering of money {Gra/im, 
(which is the only thing that withdraweth the hearts ^ 
of Englishmen fi;om their prince), nor any thing entered 
he in hand, by which he should be driven thereto*^ The 
riches of the En^^ish merchants,' m his rngn, oiabled 



' " Wffliam Taylor, late Mayor, 
gave the city of London certain te- 
nements, for the which the city is 
boond to fMiy for ever* at every Hf- 

teenth granted to the King, for all 
such as shall dwell in Cordwaincrs' 
Street Ward, rated at 12d. a piece, 
or under.'' — (Stowe, p. 183.) 

** Sir John Crosby, late Sheriff, 
built Crosby Place in London. He 
gave 300 marks to repair his Parish 
Church of St. Helens ; to poor 
hooeeboklen 30jC. mnd contributed 



to the repairs of London Wall, the 
tower on Loudon bridge, etc."— 
{Ibid. 184.) 
"Edmond Shew, late Major, 

newly built Cripplegate from the 
foundation, which g^ate in old times 
had been a prison, whereto the ci- 
tisenfl end others, as were anreatod 
for debt, and like tre*|)as8e» were 
committed."— 189.) 

** Thomas Hill, (afterwards 
Mayor) built the Conduit in Grace 
(C»iireA)Street.'Mi^^* 191.) 
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1474. them at ilidr individual oosta to erect many splendid 

-er- buildings for the use and ornament of their native cities, 
Jglto5o«'# London and elsewhere. ^V iiiiara Cannincr, who 

SlT^JSJi,) ^^'^ times Mayor of Bristol, was perhaps the first 
merduudt of the day, and a great benefactor to that city. 
For some misdemeanour in trade Edward took from him 
at onoe 2470 tons of aliippmg, amongst whidi there was 
one ship of 900 tons, one of 500, and one of 400, the 
rest being smaller. As this anecdote is inscribed upon 
his tonili, we may natuially sii[)}M)se there was nothing 
dishonourable in the act, which caused the confiscation, 
great fiyrs of Brabant were frequented by merchants 
<<(!f.p. 1970 from all parts of the world, but the Knglish were the 

greatest Imyers and^seUets. , 
c«AmKBD The HiiNffi TowNs,^ whteh had been at war witii both 
Hanm England and France, liad sent anibasv^adoi-s to Edward 
ToMTira. conclusion of the Civil wars in 1472, and all their 

gricvauces were redressed at the Congress of Utreciit in 
1474. They enjoyed great privileges, bdng exempt from 
all subsidies^ fifteenths and tenths^ and were not sub- 
jeeted to the additional duties imposed from time to time, 
on goods exported and imported, paying only the original 
small customs agreed upon at the time of their first esta- 
blisliment. They had Factorici* on the Eastern coast of 
England, besides the Steel-yard m Loudon, the principal 
of which were at Lynn, in Norfolk; and Bost<m, in Lin* 
eolnshire. 

mbrchaiitc The MncHANn ov thb Stafim, originally composed of 
stavm. Foreigners, had by degrees admitted several Englishmen 

into their corporation. They were strictly bound by their 
charter to carry all exports to the Staple at Calais ; and 
to land them elsewhere was made felony by act of FiM> 
liament. They must have been at thb period in a flon- 
vXlp.W) nshing condition, for thej paid customs in one year, 
upon wool, woolfells, woollen cloths, leather, tin and lead, 
' ■ ■- ■ 

^ See p. 160, and note ^ 
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exported, no less than £68.000, (or dPl*]f>,000 of ourA.D. 147C 
money; equivalent to ^680,000 of present value). 
The Brotherhood of St. Thoma«, established about RKOTHeR. 

% « • 1^1 aooo or St* 

the ena of tbe tturteenth century was incaqmiated by thohas. 
royal charter in 1406. OriffinaUv it was formed for the , 

exportation of wooUen cloths only ; but, being composed 
of English and Irish subjects it was favoured both by the 
crown and the nation at large, and ultimately engrossed 
the whole of the trade of the merchants of the Staple. 

These were the principal chartered Companies offi> 
Merchants in the Reign of Edward the Fourth, resident 
in London ; hut British factories were established in 
several of the principal cities of Europe. To each of 
these Factories was atta* li* d a jGTovcmor,® whose office 
and power seem to have been similar to those of our 
modem Consuls, which name they assumed in the Reign 
of Richard III. A.D. 1483, when Lorenzo Strozzi was 
appointed Englidi consttl in Pisa. 

The natural indolence and love of pleasure of the Kmg tum po«r 
led to the establishment of one of the most useful and 
beneficial institutions of civilized life. ** During the (Cnt/iand 
Scottish campaign, in order to enable the Duke ofp.*7i.> 
Gloucester to be in constant communication with his 
Koyal brother, fosib were first established in Ei^hind. 
Horsemen were placed at the distance of TkoeiU^ miles 
from each otiber, on the road from Scotland to London. 
They delivered the Despatches from one to another, 
which by this means journied at the rate of 100 miles 
per day." - 

The riffid and indiscriminate enforcement of the laws, Amom 
against all transgressOEB, of whatever rank or station^ court<« 
had become of the utmost importance to the security of 
property. For upwards of Seventy years of dvil strife. 



RBSTOR8U. 



« In tiie Notiee tor CcM 

Mansion,*' by Mons. Vnti Praet, p. 
89 , is a curious documeat dated 1469 
in which William Caxton, the first 
Eni^iih Vmtat, !• proved to have 

n2 



haUlradiaii appointment at BragM, 

being termed : " Maisfre et Gou- 
vemeur das Marchcmdi d€ U Nation 
d'Anffleterre,'* 
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A.D. 1476. persons in the upper ranks of society had been led to 
consider themselves as not amenable to the civil tribu- 
nals of the country. To check this disposition by all 
means in his power, and to restore the authority of the 
courts, Edward accompanied the judges on the circmts, 
and inexorably refused mercy to all delinquents, when 
convicted. Mr. Sharon Turner has given the following 
instances of lawless aggression conuuitted by the higher 
classes, from 1410 to 1477, which will be found in a 
note at page 418, vol. III. of his History of the Middle 
Ages. 

iD»unc«sor An abbot, having been three years in poaseesion of 
lenc« ; from his abb^, was ousted forcibly by another, who had ob- 
Roita. tained the Pope'*s grant of it over his head. The dis- 
possessed abbot, with his brother and forty friends, 
armed from head to foot, attacked the other; shot at 
him several barbed arrows to kill him, wounded him and 
three of his followers, and took away his jewels, plate 
and property. — (RoUsy Pari, 4, p. 28.) 

The prior and canons of Bemewell, claiming the 
tenants of Chesterton as their bond ceorles, who denied 
their right of slavery, six. priests and canons, at the in- 
stigation of another priest, laid in wait for one of the 
resisting tenants, on the King^s highway, beat and 
wounded him almost to death, took away his books and 
bills, and kept him in prison seven years : the marks of 
his wounds still remaining when he petitioned Parlia- 
ment for rehef. — {Ih. p. 61.) 
The Oxford Tt was statcd to Parliament, that a great number of 
i>ersuid sclicjlais and clerks of Oxford, armed and arrayed for 
war, often dispossessed and ousted many persons of the 
contiguous counties of Oxford, Berks, and Buckingham, 
of thehr lands and tenements, so that their owners could 
not live on them. — {Ih, 1S1.) 
sir John Another petition complained, that in Herefordshire, 
duct in Here- ovcn before the civil wars, besides divers extortions, op- 
pressious and murders, various persons were lawlessly 
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deprived of their lands and goods, and their women and 
children carried off and kept in dungeons, till they ran- 
somed themselves. Sir John Talbot, his brother Sir 
William, and 49 other Persons are naiued as pursumg 
these practices. — (lb, p. 254.) 

In Ciyoibiidge, its cotmty, and in Eaeex, several per- The cam. 
sons sent orders to many people, commanding them to 
put ^eat smns of money in certain places, or their mail." 
houses should be burnt. Many mansions were rubbed 
and destroyed accordin<rly. The Irish, Welsh and 
Scotch Scholars at the University, are declared to be 
the authors of these atrocities. — {lb, p. 358.) 

In 1480 the House of Commons called the attention The Midland 

Counties. 

of the government to the murders, rapes, robberies and 
burnings, that pervaded the Counties of Salop, York, 
Nottingham, Derby and Sussex. — {lb. p. 421 .) 

A lady of quality'*s house was attacked by a gentle- fom^ 
man, with an armed party, who forced an entrance at five 
in the morning, carried her away from her bed, in her 
linen and kirtle only; took her to a ehurch and insisted 
on the priest marrying her. She refused ; he menaced. 
The priest read the ceremony in spite of her resistance ; 
and she was taken to the wild and desolate part of 
Wales.— (/ft. pp. 497-8.) 

In another Uidy of distinction complained of 

her late husband's great friend, who had undertaken to 
conduct her to her sick mother. On the way, an armed 
ambush, he had secretly provided, started into the road, 
smote her on the arm, and beat down her servant. Her 
friend pretended to relieve her, but it was only to carry 
her to the marshes of Wales, where he kept her without 
any meat or drink but a little whey, till she was nearly 
dead, that she might consent to many him. On her 
refusal, she was put into a dungeon at Glamorgan and 
threatened to be transported to the Snowdon mountains. 
Though she was pregnant she was forced to a church ; 
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VorkkUra 



slie pendsted in Iier lefuMd; and notirHIisiandiiig her 

outeries was taken off. — (Rolls, Pari. 5, p. 15.) 
The Deputy 111 1 172, as the deputy of the duchy of Ck^rnwall was 
atucked in sittiiig uu the bench, holding its leiral court, a gentleman 
who had malice against him for the oifioe, auddenly with 
14 anned men attacked and grievously wounded him and 
his aenranta; tore the official rolis, and robbed and 
inq^risoned him withoni relief that he m^t bleed to 
death, till they had compelled lum to gife the release 
and pecuniary bonds which they desired. After they 
had let him go, the same person procured oth( is tu way- 
lay Mm at a fair ; kiUed him, clove his head into four 
pieees, and cut off one of his legs and arms and head, and 
stripped his body of all his mone^. — {Jb» 6, p. 85-7.) 

In the same year, as another person was trarelling in 
Yorkshire, three brothers, for some grudge, suddenly 
thrust at him with a spear; and when he had fallen 
from his horsi^, with their swords th( y smote off both 
his hands and one of his arms and hamstrung his l^gs ; 
and left him bleeding and coring, taking away his 
armour. They then endeavonred to get into the Duke 
of Gloucester's service, to haye his protection against 
all legal consequences. — {2b, p. 38.) 

About the same time as Sir John Asheton, with his 
lady and family and friends, were at his manor house, 
she then in child-bed^ a squire, at the head of 200 per- 
sons in aims and sounding their horns and trumpets at 
two in the morning attacked his fortified house ; broke 
down the walls, and, with fire that they had brought 
with them in a salette set fire to the gates. To save his 
wife's lite, and hiop the outrages, he was compelled to 
come forth and submit to them. They carried him to 
Pomfret Castle and extorted from him a bond of 
1,000X^— (i^. p. 51.) 

As a Cornish gentleman, with his wife and fiunily, 
were gomg on a pilgrimage^ they were attacked by ten 



Sir John 

Asheton's 
bouse be- 



Coniish 

aggrewou. 
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otheiB with bows and arrows, swords and bills, acting a.d. im. 
under the orden of a neighbouiing gentleinaii. They 
eecaped much wounded^ but were afterwards again as~ 

eaOed by them, when reinfbroed by 90 others, a part of 

whom afterwards assaulted and pluudered his mansion.— 
(Ih, p. 54.) 

In 1477 a gentleman headed 24 persons, by the com- ThtOtOwof 
mand of the duke of Clarence, broke into a lady's house, 
and earned her off violently to Bath; took all her jeweb 
and mmey ; separated her from all her aervanta and im- 
prisoned her ; and th«i caused her to be Indieted on an 
absurd charge of contriving the death of the duchess. — 
(lb. p. 173.) 

Even official men used their power to give effect to joim New. 
their rapacity. The inhabitants of the Isle of Wight ^uieiiie or 
eomphuned to Parliament, that John Newport, tbs^'*''^' 
steward of the isle, though he had but ten marks a year 
from his office, and had no other Uv^ood yet kept an 
household and a counteiiaiice hke a lord, with as rich 
wines as might be ; naming himself Newport the gal- 
launt, or i^ewport the rich. To maintain this style, he 
80 acted that the country daily euzaed him, that ever he 
came there.^(ii&. 6, p. 206.) 

In cases ci dieted titles to property the sword was 
appealed to in preference to the uncertainty of the law, tiue^«ra 
and as an ilhiBtratioii of the uiaiiiicrs of the period, two law. 
curious letters preserved in the Past on Correspondence, 
respecting the private siege of Caister, by the Duke of 
Norlblk for such a purpose, may not be unacceptable to 
the reader : — 



^ lb Sir John Paiton, KmgAi. 

1 greet you well, lettino^ you weet that your brother siege of 
and his fellowship stand in great jeopardy at Caister, and m amaut 
lack victuals, and Dawbeney and Bemey be dead and L«mK^ 



10 tt j^jjg John Dawbeney, whose 
death is here mentioned, was a geu- 



tleman of a good family in the 
County of Norfolk, and was pro«^ 
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divers other greatly hurt; and they fail Gunpowder, and 
Anow8» and the place (is) sore broken with guns of the 
other pai'ty, so that, Irat (unkis) they have hasty help, 

they be like to loso )K)th their lives and the place, to the 
greatest re])uke to you, that ever came to any £^entleman; 
for every man in this country marvelleth greatly, that ye 
suffer them to be so long in so great jeopardy, without 
help, or other remedy. 

The Dnke " hath been more fervoitly set thereupon, 
and more cruel since that Writtil,^^ my Lord of Cla- 
rence's man, was there, than he was before ; and he hath 
sent for all his tenants from every place, and others to 
be there at Caister, on Thursday next connng, that there 
is then like to be the greatest multitude of people, that 
came there yet ; and they purpose then to make a great 
assault, for they have sent for guns to Lynn, and other 
places, hy the sea's side ; that with their great multitude 
of guns, with other shot and ordnance, there shall no 
man dare a[>piar in the place, they shall hold them so 
busy with great (number of) people, that it shall not lie 
in their power within to hold it against them, (without 
God help them, or {they) have hasty succour from you ;) 
therefore, as ye will have my blessing, I charge you, and 
require you, that you see your brother, be holpen in 
haste, and if ye can have none mean, rather desire 
writing from my Lord of Clarence, if he be at London, 
or else of my Lord Archbishop of York,^^ to the Duke 
of Norfolk, that he will grant them that be in tlie place, 
their lives, and their goods, and in eschewing of insur- 



bably an ancestor of a family now 
residing at Coulton, in the same 
County, who write themselveft Da- 
Teney/'— John Fmn,) 

" John Pake of Norfolk, 
claimed this Manor, tnl Castle of 

Caister, under an agreement for a 
purchase which had passed between 
Uvk tad Sir W. YelTertmi, and 



j Thos. Howys, two of Sir John Fas- 
tolfTs executors." — {Sir J. Fenm,) 
^ «' Writtd was a serrant of the 

Duke of Clarence's, and appears to 
have been sent down to endeavour 
at an accommodation between the 
besiegers and the be^^ieged, during 
the short truce." — {Sir J. Fenn.) 

^ George Neville, brother to the 
Eail of Warwick. 
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rections with other inconveniences that be like to grow Siege of 
within the Shire of Norfolk, this troublous werd {tmmd- 
ituMt tDorld)^ because of such conventicles and gather^ 
ings within the said Shire, for cause ci the said place, 
they shall suffer him to enter upon such appointment or 
other like, taken by the advice of your counsel there at 
London, if ye think this be not ^ood, till the law hatii 
determined otherwise, and let him write another Letter 
to your brother to deliver the place up, on the same ap- 
pointment; and if ye think, as I can suppose, HuA the 
Duke of Norfolk will not agree to this^ because he granted 
this afore, and they in the place would not accept it, 
then I would the said messenger should, with the said 
Letters, bring from the said Lord of Clarence, or else 
my Lord Archbishop, to my Lord of Oxford, other Let- 
ters to rescue them forthwith, though the said Earl of 
Oxford should have the place during his life for his 
labour; spare not this to be done in haste, if ye will 
have their lives, and be set by (esteemed) in Norfolk, 
though ye bhould lose the best manor of all for the 
rescues.^"* I had lever (rather) ye lost the livelihood, 
than their lives ; ye must get a messenger of the Lords, 
or some other notable man to bring these Letters; do 
your (0ii)deavottr now, and let me send you no more 
messengers for this matter; but send me I 3 the bearer 
hereof more certain comfort, than ye have done by all 
other that I sent before ; in any wise let the Letters, 
that shall come to the Earl of Oxford, come with the 
Letters, that shall come to the Duke of Norfolk, that if 
he will not agree to the one, that ye may have ready 
your rescuesy that it need no more to send, therefore God 
keep you. Written the Tuesday next before Holy Rood 
day in haste. By your Mother 

Norwich, Tuesday, Margaret PastonJ^. 

I2th of September^ \m. 

^ The rei^ here alladed to wa^i I for IHU to the Earl of Oxford, if he 
the giving up the Manor of Caiiter | shoidd eiioceed in rainng the fiege. 
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Sib Jomh 
]|»ri.r. 



*' To MaTyaret Faston, 

Mother, upon Sftturdfty (thai) last woi, Dawbenej 

and Bemey were alive and merry, and I suppose there 
came no man out oi the place to you since that time, 
that could have ascertained to you of their deaths ; and 
as touching the fierceneee of the Duke, or of his people, 
shewed, since that time that Writtill departed, I trow it 
was oonehided, that tnioe and abatinence of war should 
be had ere he departed, whidh shall enduxe till that day 
sev'night after, by which time, I hope of, a good dnection 
shall be had ; and whereas ve write to me that I should 
8ue ior letters from my Lords of Clarence and York, they 
be not here, and if they wrote to him as they have done 
two tunes, I trow it would not avail ; and as for to br 
bour those letters and the rescue together, they be two 
sundry things, for when Hie reseue is ready, that the cost 
thereof is done, for if I be driven thereto to rescue it, ere 
thev come there that should do it, it shall cost a thou- 
sand scutes (i?166. ISs, 4id.) and as much after, which 
way were hard for me to take, while that I may do it 
otherwise ; but as to say, that they shall be reseued if 
all the lands that I have In England, and Friends may 
do it, they shall, and (if) God be fnendly, and that as 
shortly it may goodly and well be brought about ; and 
the greatest default earthly is money, and tionm friends 
and neighbours to help, whereof X beseech you to send 
me comfort with what money ye could find the means to 
get or chevise {bamno i^a iniemt) upon surety suf- 
ficient,, or upon livelihood to be in mortgage or yet sold, 
and ^diat people by likelihood your friends and mine 



""^ ** Osbeit Bernef, not 
killed at this siege; ha Mffvivad, 

and (lipf? without issue <;ome years 
after, when he was buried in fira- 
deslm l%mvh, in Norfolk, ibere 
being a brau plate in the Chancel, 
having the foUowi^g inacriptioii to 
his memory ; — 



JJrrnrn, "afrmig. tit S&fUf- 
^AUi, dnf. rt tie BmjtiftOfi. 

He was son of John Barney Esq. 

by Catherine, daughter of Osbert 
Mundeford, of Uocikwell £sq."-~ 

{SHr J. Fenn.) 
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could make upon a slioi t warning, and to stud me word sityt 
in all the haste as it is needful ; but, Mother, I feel by 
your writing that ye deem in me, I ihould not do my 
(«ii)deavour without ye wrote to me some heftvy tidings^ 
and, Mother, if I had need to be quickened with a letter 
in this need, I were of myself too slow a fellow ; but, 
Mother, I ensure {asaure) you that 1 have heard ten 
times worse tidiness since the siege began, than any 
Letter that ye wrote to me, and sometimes I have heard 
right good tidings both ; but this I assure you that they 
(who) be within have no worse rest than I have, nor 
essteth more jeopardy ; but whether I had good tidings 
or HI, I take God to witness, that I have done my (en)- 
deavour, as I would be dune lor in case like, and shall do 
till there he rm end ol" it. 

I have sent to the King to York, and to the Lords, 
and h<^ to have answer from them by Wednesday at 
the furthest, and after that answer shall I be ruled, and 
then send you word, for till that tSme can I take none 
direction ; and to encomfort yon despair yon not for laek 
of victuals nor of gunpowder, nor be not too heavy nor 
too merry therefore ; for and (if) heaviness or sorrow 
would have been the remedy thereof, I knew never matter 
in my life that I could have been so heavy or sorry for, 
and with God's giaee it shall be remedied well enough, 
for by my troth I had lever (rather) lose the Manor of 
Caister than the simplest man's life therein, if that may 
be his . salvation, \sherefore I beseech you to send me 
word w]Kit money and imn ye think tli:Lt I am like to get 
in that country ; for the hasty purchase of money and 
men shall be the getting and rescue of it and the salvsr 
tion of most men's lives, if we take that way* 

Also, this day I purpose to send to York to the King 
for a thing, which same only may by likelihood be the 
salvation of all ; ye nmst remember that the rescue of it 
is the la.st remedy of all, and how it is not easy to get ; 
and ah>o ye send me word tiiat I ^uld not come home 
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sisgcoT witlnjut tliat 1 come strong, but if I had had one other 
strong place in Norfolk, to have come to tliough 1 had 
brought riglit few with me, 1 should with God s grace 
have lescued it by this time, or else he should have been 
fain to have besieged both pkoes ere yet, and (if) the 
Duke had not kept Yarmouth out : but. Mother, I be- 
seech you send me some money for by my troth I ha\ e 
but ten shillings, and wot not where to have more ; and 
moreover I have been tea times in like case, or worse, 
within this ten weeks. 

I sent to Eichard Galle for money but he sendeth me 
none ; I beseech yon to guide the evidence that Peacock 
can tell you of, and to see it safe, for it is told me that 
Richard Calle hath had right large language of them ; 
I would not they come in his fingers : I have no word 
from you of them, nor whether ye have yet in your 
keeping the evidence of £ast-Beckham out of his hands, 
nor wheth^ ye have sent to my Manors that they should 
not pay him no more money or not ; also that it like you 
to ^ve credence to Rohm in othor things. 

Written the Friday next after Holy Rood day. 
London, Friday, John Paston, Knight^ 

Ibtk of September 1469. 

caisterCMtie Qaister^® is thus described by William Wyrcester. the 

built by Sir a <i ' 

johnMoir, Executor of Sir John Fastolf, the builder of the mansion, 
and friend of the owner Sir John Paston. It is a 

noble castellated house, forming a rectangular ])aralleIo- 
gram, and is entered by a drawbridcje over a moat, wliieh 
by means of a creek, communicates with the sea. At 
the north-east comer is a tower, 100 feet high.''^ This 
tower is still standing, and also part of the west and north 

'* Tliese letters having been ratirely | Chalmers, in an admirable article 

adduced to show the luwletis spirit on Sir John Fastolf iu bis Biogra- 

of the times, it would much exceed phical Dictionary, occupying twelve 

our limilB to givo the History of the closely printed pages, enters folly 

Dispute betvi-rrn the Duke of Nor- ujion flir subject, and to him thecu- 

folk And Sir . John Paston. Mr. rioui reader i8| theretore, referred. 
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walk, supposed to be the oldest specimen of a brick man- siege or 
sion in the kingdom. After the house passed into the 

hands of Sir John Paston it was twice besieged; as we 
}iav(» seen above by the Duke of Norfolk, and afterwards 
by the Lord Scales. The founder, Sir Jolm Fastolf, was 
one of the bravest oommanders in the French Wars, 
and must no account be confounded with the poetical not the str 

* John FaJsUff 

Falstaff of the immortal Shakspere. The latter is one of i>f 8h«h>p««. 
the happiest creations of the poet^s brain, who represents 

him as a man of three^score years of age at the battle of 
81irewsbur}% in 1403, when the owner of Caister waa little 
more than twenty-six. In a subsequent letter to the 
one last quoted Sir John Paston writes to his brother (^'«» ff- 

* ffTf. TOM, tft 

to encourage him to hold out Caister CSastle as long asp-^o 
he has hopes of relief. He tells him of the good opinion 
entertained of the courage of the besieged, and that the 

besiegers are represented in a very different light. Cais- c»iiter mir. 
ter, however, at lenfjth yielded to the Duke of Norfolk? thePukeof 
upon Capitulation, and the Duke s letter from Yarmouth, 
dated Sep. 26. 1469) granting honourable terms to the 
besieged, is given in vol. II. of Sir John Fenn^s collec- 
tion, page 27. In communicating to his brother this '^''>" 
result John Paston, Junr. proves himself a brave soldier p.4ii.) 
and a kind and generous nmter, and as the letter is short, 
it is here transcribed entire. 



Caister yielded. 

To Sir John Paston^ Knight, 

Kight Worshipfbl Sir! I commend me unto you, jomrFAt. 
and as for the certainty of the deliverance of Caister, 
John Chapman can tell you how that we were enforced 
thereto, as well as myself ; as for John Chapman and his 
three fellows, I have provided that they be paid each of 
them forty shillings {equal in wUue to 20£ in the pre-^ 
tent day) with the money they had of you and Daubenej; 
and that is enough for the season that they have done 
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you service ; 1 pray you give them their thank, for by my 
troth they ha?e as well deserved it aa any men that ever 
bear life ; but as for money ye need not to give them 
without ye will, for they be pleased with thdr wages. 

Writtel promised me to send yon the certainty of the 
appointments ; we were sui l lack of victuals (and) gun- 
powder ; men's hearts lack of burety of rescue, (were) 
driven thereto to take appointment. 

If ye will that I oome to you, send me word, and I will 
provide me for to tany with you a two or three days. 
By my troth the rewarding of such foUm as hath been 
with me during the uege, doth put me in great danger 
for the money. God preserve you, and I pray you be of 
guod cheer till I speak with \ou, and I trust to ixod to 
ease your heart in some things. 

S^tember, 1469. John Pastan."* 



To follow the King into the scenes and foUies of his 
youth forms no part of our plan ; we shall therefore con- 
tent ourselves with quotinf^ the words his historian places 
5 in his own jiiouth : ** that he had three mistresses, which 
^.784.) * in divers properties diversly excelled. One the merriest, 
the other the wiliest, the third the holiest harlot in the 
realm." The menieet was the beantiful Jane Shores the 
names of the others never passed the King s lips. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Literature and the Arts, in the Reign of Edward the 

Fourth. 

The Civil Wars of Yoj k and Lanca*ster were a Cfreat 
discouragement to Learning, and accordingly we hnd but 
few authors worthy of being banded down to posterity. 
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Hence likewise the few authentic records of the transac- 
tions of thelleigns of Henry V I. Edward IV. and Richard 
III. "are confused, mutilated, and disjointed ; ^"^^ ^^^^J ^^^Jjjj^ 
who mote History in those days had no talent for the ▼oti.p.M.} 
taak.'^ It Is not a little singular that our chief informa- 
tion rdating to this period is gained from anonymous 
writers, the principal of which, with the exception of the 
continuator of the Croyland History, are contained in the 
present volume. 

The principal Historians of whom we have any aecu- u-mo riann of 
rate knoidedge are» William Botoner, called Wyrcester; ^'^^ 
John Tiptoft, Earl of Worcester; John Rous, or Ross, 
of Warwick ; Robert Fabian, and John Hardyng, the 

Chroniclers; Bishop Morton, to whom the aiioii^iiioua 
contimiation of the latter is attributed; and William 
Caxton^ the tiist Jiaiglish Printer. 

WiLUAM BoTONER, fiom wEom we have quoted largely William 
under the name of Wyrcester, and who signed his letters 
frequently : WUUam BaUmer, dU WcreeMter^ was the 
son of William de Worcester, and Elizabeth Botoner. 
He was born at Bristol in 1415, and ^^as ediK ati d at 
Hart*s Hall in Oxford in 1434, at the expense of Sir 
John Fastoif, with whom he afterwards lived at Caister 
in Norfolk, and to whom he wis Esquire, Historian, and 
Exeeator* He wsa a man of great application to Leaniing, {P«nnu p<u. 
versed in various sciences, and indefat%able in the study rot. I. p. 10&.) 
of the Antiquities of the Kingdom.^ 

He wrote many books, and \s ;us alive in 1480, and is 
supposed to have died about 14^0. I. He tnmshited 



* In a letter of Henry Wyndesore, j KaroU Giles, a Lombard, from whom 
who stiles himself brother toWilliam j he appears to have taken lessons, 
Wyrcester, preserved by Sir John | every daj two times or three, and 
F«nii« vaL I. p. 170, we hsve a | had boogjit dWen books of hinL'* 

pleasing account of Willianj'e love He adds : '* I made a motion to 
for learning, poetry and books, and j William to have known part of his 
of hiti anxiety for acquiring a per- I business, and be answered and said ; 
feet knowledge of the French tongne. that he would be as glad and as fond 

Thv writer surmi-e« thrif the poor ' of a good book of French, or of 
student, in bis thirst for knowledge, | Poetry, as my Master Fastoltf would 
had put himself in danger {debt) to ! be to purchase a fair manor." 
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" Cicero de Senectute^^* fiom the French, which he ad- 
dressed to William Wainfleet» Bishop of Winchester. 
He tells ti8» himaelf, that he presented it to the Bishop at 
Esher, A ugt. 10^ 1475, but received no reward from him. 
uit f ki» He was slso the author of II. Antiguitiei of England ; 

III. Abbreviations of the Learned; IV. Medicinal 
Collections; V. De Astrolvtjia ; VI. De Astronomia ; 
VII. Acta Domini Joannis Fastolf ; VIII. The Acts 
of John, Duke of Bedford ; IX. PolyandriumOxonien" 
ftm, or Memmr9 of O^oird Students; X. Aanolei 
Benm AngUearum; XI. liinetanum Briianniae ; XII. 
Comedia ad Mcnaiierum Huhne; and Ysrions other 
minor pieces. His Annals and various Fragments, were 
printed bv Hearne, at the end of his edition of the Liber 
^iiger Scaccai'ii ; and his Itinerary, the ballad mentioned 
above as No. XII., and other minor pieces were pub- 
lished hj Mr. James Nasmyth, in 177& His tnmslaiion 
of Gioero de Senectnte was printed by Caxton, in 1481. 
Many of his Letters are contained in Sir John Fenn^s 
Collection of the Fasten Letters, from which he appears 
to lirn ( \M itten in a purer style of Fingliah than most of 
his contemporaries. 
John Tip- John Tiftoft, Earl of WoRCBmBy whohasfifequently 
orwoat'"' been mentioned in the preceding pages, wrote I. An 
HUtorg of England hithcorto unpublished, the only known 
Manuscript of which has been recently sold in the library 
of the late Jolm Hawkins, Esq.,^ where it is thus de- 
scribed : 

Hbmigib. WoBOBSTJER's (JoHN TlPTOFT, EaRL Of) ChBONICLE OF 

England, fbom Kino Bbotk to thb Sixtbbnth Year 
OF Kino Henry the Sixth. — Chronica Regum Angliie 
ex Diveisis Historiographis per Dominum Johannem 
Wigoniii Comitem sparstm coUecta. — Sheldwieh. — 

De Orbis Indagatione, Divisione, et Descriptione 



* " Catalogue of the Library of I F.S.A. sold by Mr. Fletcher, May 
the lAte J. Sidney Hewkint, Eeq., | Sthp 1843." 
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per J ttlmin Caesarem in Provincias ac Regiones facta, 
inter quas hie liber maxiine de Regno Anglorum et 
Regibus ejusdem, (scilicet de Bruto usque in Annum 
Decimum Sextum Hcnriei Sexti) quse magnai 
iamofia, et ram siint» dedarat." 
It is a small Quarto yolume of 174 leavesy containing 
little more than a chronological table of English HiBtory, 
and appears even in the latter years to be nothing but 
one of those volumes, so coramonly compiled in the loth 
Century by the more oppulent citizens lor the facility of 
reference. II. He translated " Cicero de Amicitidr 

WOf] 

published originall j without the name of the printer, and 
afterwards reprinted hy Gazton in 1481. III. ^ Two 
DeelaraHons made hy Pub. Com, Scipio, and Gayu$ 
Flamineus, competitors for the T.ove of Lucrece,''' which 
he dedicated to Edward IV. He also wrote IV. " Ora- 
tions and EpistleSy' and translated V. " CcBsar's Com* 
mentaries as touching British Affairs,** published with- 
out name of the printer, in IddO, probably by Rastell, 
with the original text in the margin. By command of 
Edward he drew up VL ** Orders for placing the No- 
bility in all proceedings and VH. " Orders and 
Statutes for JtLSts and Triumphs f* both which MSS. are 
preserved in the Cotton Library in the British Museum. 
In the Ashmolean Collection will be found VIII. Ordi- 
fumees. Statutes and RuUs; made hff John Tiptoft^ 
Earl of Worcester^ and Constable of England^ hy the 
King's Commandment^ at Windsor to be observed in all 
manner of Justs of Peers within the Realm of England;* 
which were again revised in the Reign of (.^ueen Eliza- 
beth, and published by Mr. Park in his edition ot Har- 
rington's Nuga? Antiqu£e. He is also said to have 
written IX. A Petition against the Lollards^** and X« 
An Oration to the Citizens of Padm^ Horace 
Walpole says that in the Cathedral Library of Lincoln 
is a volume of Letters addressed to the Earl of Worces- 
ter, which also contains four of his Epistles. 
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His patm. During a visit of the Earl to Rome, he is said by the 
Sxtaa. elegance of his oratofy to have drawn tears irom the eyes 

of the Pope, -/Eneas Sylvius, Pius IT., on occasion of 
visitins^ the Vatican Library. He is also said to liave 
brought over to England, and to have presented to the 
University of Oxford MSS. to the vahie of 500 Marks. 
To his Patronage of William Caxton we owe the intro* 
dnction of the Art of Printing into England, and the 
fateful heart of the printer thus records the Earl's 
merits. " /« hys tyme flowered in vertue and cmmyng 
none lyhe hym emony the lordt's of the temporaltlie in 
science and moral VLTtue^^ and again The axe then did 
aii one blowe cut off more hamyng than irns Irfte in the 
heads of aU the svrvyvyng nohilyiie" The £arl of Wor- 
cester was executed by the secret orders of the Eari of 
Warwick, conveyed to the Earl of Oxford, by whom he 
was judcfed, A.D. 1470, during the short restoration of 
King Henry the Sixth, at which time he was in liis 42nd 
year. Having already spoken of him in rei'erence to his 
political conduct, it is only necessary to refer to page 114* 
of the present volume, to prove that notwithstanding his 
devotion to literature, he had imbibed the cruel and 
ferocious temper of the times in which he lived. That 
he early exhibited a luve of learning is evident from the 
following passage in Ross of \\ arwick's History, page 
(Bmiff'arw. 5, ** / prevailed upon John Tiptojt^ £arl of Worcester 
' to visit the Holy Ltmd, a man of vast erudition, whom I 

hnew in my Hme as a fellow student in the University 
of Oxford^ 

johkrom Credulous and unsuspicious, old gossipping Jom 
Oft Roiw. j^Qug^ antiquary of Warwick must, nevertheless, be 
considted by those who seek information respecting the 
reigns of the Lancastrian and Yorkist sovereigns. In 
his History of the Kings of England, which he com- 
mences with the Creation of the World, he incidentally 
mentions many curious particulars concemmg the state 
of England, and the manners of its inhabitants in his 
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own times. The lover of early typography will be 
amused with his veneration for that splendid volume : — 

Peregrinatiooes Sanctae ad Sepulchnim Dominicum Breydenruuh 
in Hieruaalem/^ ete. by Bernard de Breydenbach^ whom So^""" 
he evidently considers of equal authority in the early 
History of the World with Moses; for he seems to 
prefer the leai'ned Dearrs account of the antedeluvian 
cities to that of the inspired writer. This singular 
History of England was edited by Thos. Heame, the 
Antiquary, and published at Oxford in 171G, the itOf 
pression limited only to 48 oopies* Its rarity induced a 
reprint in 1745, but its intrinsic mmt doe$ not appear 
to have made this second edition mnch sought after. 
He likewise wrote an History of the Earls of Warwick, 
the MS. of wliicli is preserved in the Bodleian Library 
at Oxford. He died at an advanced age» Jan. 14th, 
1491- 

Robert Fabtan, an opulent mercha|it and, alderman ^^^^^11 
of London has left us, under the title of Chnccrdanee 

of Stories,'''' a Chronicle of England mid i raiice, from 
the coming of Brutus to the 20th year of King Henry 
Vn., A.D. 1504. Though the White Kose of York 
is made to reflect the colour of it s rival, and the prin- 
ciples of Lancaster neeesaarily predominate, still it is 
viduable for the plainness and sincerity with which it is 
written, and particularly for the of local informar 
tion it affords respecting London in the 15th Century. 
He died February 28th, 1512, and lies buried in the 
Church of 6t, Michaers, Cornhill. Previous to his f t st. 
death he appears to have suffered some revereee of for- comhiu. 
tune ; for in 1502 he resigned his gown on the plea of 
poverty and retired to his mansion in Essex. The 
Mthor of the curious Fragment which we have given 
in the present volume from Ilearne's edition of Sprott, 
alludes to the circunLstance of tlie fii'st edition of Fa- Huchronicie 

burnt by 

byan's Chronicle having been burnt (by order of Cardinal ^^^Jj^^ 
Wolsey,) see pages 16 and 17* it is this circumstance «r<^r- 

o 2 
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which may acoount for the great rarity of Pynaon's 
edition of 1^6. 

j«mn The Metrical Chronicle of John Habotno as a record 

of facts is of the utmost importance to the English 
Antiquary. He was \h>vii in 1378, and brought up in 
the household of the celebrated Harry Hotspur, Earl of 
Northumberland. His accounts of the tradsactions of 
the reigns <^ the three l«ancaiitrian Kii^, H^uy IV. 
V. and VI. are therefore entitled to all the credit due to 
an eyewitnees, for he was present in many of the battles 
he records. To Sir Henry Ellis, we are indebted for 
Journal of his " Jouiiial of thc March which preceded the memo- 

Ihe iiiHrrh to i/»a« n • tt 

Agiiicourt. rable battle of Agincourt, in 1415. He appears to 
have rewritten Iiis Chronicle for Richard, Duke of York, 
after whose death he presented it to his son. King fid- 
ward the Fourth^ in 1465, when he must have been in 
his 87th year. The exact time of his death is not 

He Is em. kuown. He wa.s employed at Rome in 1424 to investi- 
gate and collect doi unients to ascertain the fealty due 
froiu tlic Scottish Kings. It was for this, which appears 
to have been a perilous service, that he was, probably, 
first rewarded by Henry VI. with a pension of ten 
pounds per annum ; which in 1457 was raised by letteis 
patent to 20iP. per annum for his life, secured upon the 
revenues of the county of Lincoln. 

Camhkal To John Morton, Cardinal Aiclibishop of Canterbury, 
the Life of Richard the Third, put out by Sir Thos. 
More has been frequently attributed. With much 
greater probability, however. Sir Henry EUis has ascribed 
the continuation of Gialton's Chronicle to his pen. 

BbMrirua. He was bom at Bere in Dorsetshire in 1410, and edu- 
cated at Ceme Abbey, whence he removed to iialiol 
College in 1446. Having entered upon Holy Orders he 
rose rapidly in the Church and Law. Alter the Battle 
of Tewkesbury his attainder was reversed and ho ac- 
companied Edward in his expedition to France in 1475. 
He vros rector of St. Dunstan's in the East in 1472, one 
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of the Prebends of St. Paiu's in the same year. Master 
of the RoUs in 1473, and Archdeacon of Winchester in 
the year following, retaining his prebendal stall in Salis- 
bury which had been ^ranted him in 1458. In 1474 he Rapidrfw 

and prefer- 

uas Archdeaoon of Cli< sfer, tlie next year Arolideacon meut*- 
of Huntingdon, and a prebend of Well's Cathedral. In 
1476 a prebend of York, and Archdeacon of Berkshire ; 
and in 1477 Archdeacon of Leicester. His great patron, 
the Cardinal Archbishop Bburchier, introduced him to 
King Henry VI. who made him one of his privy conn- privrCMm. 
cii. During the life of his sovereign he adhered entirely Ueury vi. 
to his interests with so great fidelity, that on that account 
Edward admired him the more, and sought to attach gourtej 
him to his person, and was guided b} his counseL He 
was Master of the Rolls, and keeper of the great seal in 
1473, and in 1475 was appointed one of the commis- 
sioners for carrying out the treaty with France. In 
1478 he was made Bishop of Ely and Lord Chancellor of 
England, and to mai'k his high esteem for him, the King 
appointed him one of his executors. After the death of 
Edward the Fourth he was placed in confinement byi«j^ 
command of Richard 111. along with the Archbishop li^i- 
Rotheram, the Lord Stanley and others. The Univer- 
sity of Oxford, however, petitioned for his liberation in 
a long Latin epistle to liichard, and he was, in conse- 
quence, ir\\'m in ward to the Duke of Buckingham, then 
a strong partizau of the Usurper, whom, nevertheless, 
he completely brought ov^ to the other side by his 
arguments. He was sent to the Duke*s castle in Breck- 
nockshire, whence he escaped, and joined the Earl of 
Richmond on the Continent. It was by his advice that 
the marriage of the young Earl with the eldest daugliter 
of the late King was then determined on; and to him 
therefore is due the policy of havmg thus cemented the 
interests of the White nnd Red Rose, by which those 
cruel and sanguinary Civil Wars were happily brought 
to a dose. 
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Employwl by After the battle of Boeworth-field Henry the Seventh 
' sent for Bishop Morton, and ealled him to his privy 
Council. On the death of Cardinal Bourchier in 1486, 
he succeeded to the Archbishopric of Canterbury, and 
was made a Cardinal by Pope Alexander the Sixth in 
1 493, and was elected Chancellor of the University of 
Oxford in 1494. He died Sep. 15th 1500, in his 90th 
year. 

He is considered one of the greatest statesmen of 

his time, and united in himself those great requisites, 
leaniing, i)rol)ity, liberality and s])int. The latter qua- 
lity enabled him to repress, in souie measure, the King^s 
avariOe ; lor he never lacked courage to give him his fair 
and honest opinion upon any proposal which came before 
him. The emolmnents he derived from the lucrative 
offices he held were employed greatly to the advantage 
of posterity. The famous drain from Peterborough to 
Wisbeach, a distance of 12 miles across a fenny cuuntr>% 
and htill called Morton's Leame," was completed at 
his sole expense, for the benefit of the country. He is 
said to have built the Tower of Wisbeach Church, and 
to have rebuilt Rochester Bridge ; to have repaired the 
Canon-Law-School at Osford, and to have completed the 
building of the Divinity Schools, and the rebuilding of 
St. Mary's Church. The E})isc()])al residences at Can- 
terbury, Lainljetli, Maidstone, Allington Park, Charing, 
and Furd, the latter in particular, were put into thorough 
repair at his own individual cost and charges. 
wiLtiAii William Cazton, a name not to be spoken, but with 

C4XT0N* - t » t 1 • % 

feehngs of the purest gmitude, and veneration, claims 
our notice as an Annalist of this period. It would be 

fuit of place to enter here into the controversy of the 
fit isL inventiun of Printing. The curious reader will learn 
with pleasure, that a forthcoming publication, the quiet 
investigation of a whole life, devoted to this subject by the 
late Mr. S. Sotheby, will probably put this question at rest. 
Some idea of the state of Literature, and the scarcity di 
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Books, at the period of the mtrodaction of the Art of sut« or 
Printing may be fonned from 



Utefston. 



The Inoenicry of Engluk Books, of John Paston, made {Feni^nut. 
the Bth day of November Anno IX. (1469) Regni p^soI!) 
Regis Edwardl Quarti.^ 

1. A Book bad of mj Hostess of the Geoi^. Catalogue of 

Of the Death of Arthur, begimung at CSaBttbeUui ; 
Ouy Earl of Warwick; Richard, Coeur de Lyon ; ' 

a Chronicle to Kdward tlie Tliird. 

2. Item, a Hook of Tioilus {by Chaucer) which William 

'B(otton(!)v hath had near ten years, and lent it 
to Dame Wingfield, and there I saw it. 

3. Item^ a black book, with the Legend of {the beoMiiful) 

Lady sans Mercy ; the Parliament of Birds ; the 
Temple of Glass, Palatyse and Scitaeus; The 
Meditations of (Saint Augustine); the Green 
Knight. 

4. Item^ a Book hi print of the Play of (Chess). 

5. Item, a Book lent Middleton, and therein is : 

Belle Dame saos Mercie; The Parliament of 
Birds; Bslbd of Guy and Colbrond ; (The Horse,) 
the Goose, the {Chorle and the Bird;) the Dis- 
puting between Hope and Despair; ♦ ♦ 
Merchant ; the Life of St. Cry{styne de Pisa). 

6. A red book that Percival Robsart gave me : 

Of the Meeds of the Mess ; the Lamentation of 
the Child Ypotis; a Prayer to the Vemicle, 
called the Abbey of the Holy Ghost. 

7. Item, in quires, Tully de Senectute: — in divers § 

(places) whereof there is no more clear vjritten — 

8. Item, in quires, Tully, or Cypio {Cicero) de Amicitia; 

left with William Wyrcester. 

9. Item, in quires^ a book on the Policy of I. 



' Several of these manuscripts 
were rnjiiod ♦■rpressly for Sir John 



account for tlic same is given by Sir 

John Fenn in the s^ronil volume of 
the Letters ut liic L'uaLuu i'auiily. 
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10. IteMf in qoires^ a book de Sapienti% wherem the 

second person is likened to Sapience. {Lydgatt^s 

Werhe of Sapience.) 

11. Item, a I^k de Othea {on Wisdom) text and gloss, 

iu c^uires. 

Mine old iiuuk of Hlazomiig oi Ariiis. 

Item^ the new Hook, ])t)urtraye(l and blazoned. 

Item^ a Copy of Blazoning of Arms, and the Names 

to be found by letter. {AiphabeticaU^.) 
Itemt a book with arms pourtrayed in paper. 

Memorandum, 

My Book of Knighthood; and the Manner of 
making of Knights ; of Justs; of Tournaments ; 

fighting in Lists ; paces holden by Soldiers ; 
Challenges ; Statutes of War ; and de Hegiuiiue 
Principum. 

Iteutt a Book of New Statutes from Edward IV. 

We have here the Catalogue of the Private GoQeetion 
of an ESnglish Gentleman, fond of books,* vrho had emr 

ployed persons to transcribe manuscripts for him. It is 
evidently the inventor} of the entire Collection, for he 
enumerates tliose volumes which he had lent to his 
friends. Most of the works are well known and are 
noticed by Mr. Warton in the History of English Poe- 
(.svr juhn try. Before the invention of the Art of Printing, 
M^r'-'' the immberof writers or <»pier8w»Tei7gn»t. Mort 

* We gather his love of books 
from several of his letters. In one 
dated Oct. 1474 he writes: "As 
for Sir Janei (OJMt*) boob, if it 
like 70U that I may have them, I 
am not ahle to buy them. Rut 
somewhat 1 would give, and (/or) 
tiie residue witfi a good and de- 
vout heart, by my troth, I will pray 
for his soitI. '^Vherefore, if it like 
jou, by the utxl motucn^et or c*r- 
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rier, to send them m • aay* 1 aiUUl 

have them (flrf)drpsRP(l here ; and 
if any of them he claimed hereafter, 
in fidth I wiU restore it." In the 

answer to this letter the price of the 
books is ascertained " to be 20s. and 
6d. but the best of all, and the fair- 
est if claimed.*' In reply to this 

communication the purchase is de- 
clint-fK hnt -«-ifh evident regret, as 
he was pre^sscil lur money matters. 



OP EDWARD IV.] THE RSiaN OP EDWARD IV. 



201 



Monasteries and Religioua Houses, had an office called 
a Scriptoriimif wherein aeveral writeis were almost oon- 
atantlj employed in copying Books on various subjects. 
Missals and Books of Psalms, etc. richly and elegantly 

adiiriied with llluiniiuitious. Men of Fortune and 
Learniiig likewise occasionally employed copiers to tran- 
scribe books for their hbraries." In the Paston Corre- 
spondence, vol. IL p. 11, is a letter from a person of this 
description, praying Sir John Paston for the settlement 
of his accomity which he furnishes at the same time. 
From this and another curious document, we gather e xp«*nse8 of 
that 2tl. per leaf (4(/. of our vionty^ and equivaltni Lil tion of books, 
value to I5. 8c/. of the preserit day) was the price paid to iptiDtkiff. 
copyists ; that vellum was 20d. per quire, {eqiud in value 
to 16«. %d, at present j) and that each quire consisted of 
four sheets or eight leaves. To these expenses had to 
be added the rubricating, flourishing of capitals, omar 
mental borders, and the binding. The latter appears to 
have been a moat expensive process, for a single volume Btoding v^^y 
small folio is charged at 12s. (in the present day equal to 
jP6. taking the market price of wheat as the means of 
ealeulating the relative valuer) but as the volume was 
ricUy illuminated, and ezeeated for Sir John Howard, 
afterwards Duke of Norfolk, it may have had silver clasps 
and ornaments, though not mentioned in the account. 
Such was tlio ! x|)<'nse and trouble incurred in obtaining 
even some eight! en or twenty volumes, tliat very few 
private collections were so extensive as that of which we 
have just given the catalogue. The art of printing, by 
the facility with which it multiplied books, enabled the 
higher classes to indulge in a luxury, which had already 
been enjoyed by their continental neighbours for up- 
waids of twenty years. The chief productions of the 
press of Caxton^ were : 



* A Libt of Works from the Press 
of Caxtou, taken from the Biblio* 

^raplier'* Hwital of Mr. Lowndei . 



" Fkvre, Raoul le. Recueil deft 
Histoires de Troyes. 
RutsuL, Jok. PfOfNMitiO* 
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PublkviUotu. 



I. liaoul le Fevre Recueil dee Histoires de TrojeB; 
XL an English Tnoalatiott of the same by bunaelf ; Lord 



Fevrk, Raoul le. Recnjell of 
the Uittiorjreti of Troje. 

CI16M.— ^The Gtma and Ftsye of 
theCln «c. Tu o editiom. 

Fevke, Raoul le. fioke of the 
hoole Lyf of Ju£Ou. 

FhUotopby.-- The Dictes and 
Sayengis of FhikMOplwn* three 
editiont. 

CHBiariNB of Pisa. The moral 
Pioverbes of Crittpa. 

Cordyaie* or Menonra noiii- 
sima. 

Caxton, ViDiaiDi. Tho Chro- 
tiydes of Englond. Hm Diierip- 
cfen of Britayne. 

Mirror of ihe World. — Thymage 
or Myrroor of tiie Worid. Two 
wtUtiotu. 

Reynard the Fox. — TheHiatorye 
of Reynard the Foxe. 

CicsBo. Tho Boko of Tidlo of 

old Age, ^:r. 

Godfrey of Bullogne. — The last 
Siege and Conqueste of Jheru«aleiu. 

HiODKV, lUniilph. Fblyoroni- 



QvuAviLhu, GuU. de, Pylgre* 
Bnaj^ of the Sowle. 

Fegtiva].— ^liber FaitiTalu. Qna- 

tnor Sermoru"^ TV'O edifinm. 

Gow£H, Juha. Coafessio Aman- 
da. 

VoRAOiNB, Ja. de. Tho Golden 

Legende. Three edition*. 

Cato, Dion. The Book oaUyd 
Cathoiia 

Cato. — Parvus Catho. 

Tour-Landrv, Gt-offroy de la. 
The Kuyght of the Tuure. 

.£sop. The fiibtjl Hiatoryes 
and Fables of Esope. 

Chivalry.— The Book of the Or- 
dre of Chyualry or KnygUthode. 

Royal Book.— The Ryal Book ; 

or a Book ffjr n King. 

Arthur, King of Great Britain. — 
A Book of tke nobla Hiatoiyaa of 
Kynge Arthur and of oartajn of kia 
Knyghtes. 

Charles the Great.— The Lyf of 
Ckarlei the great. 



Paris. — Thysrory of the Knygkt 
Parys aud of the lair Vyene. 

Lc Geand, Ja. The Book of 
good Maoers. 

RoTB, Guy da. I>oolriaal of 
Sapience. 

CRRiSTiNa of Rsa. He Vayt 
of Armes and of Chytiatrye. 

Gkabok, John. The Arte and 
Crafte to knowe well to dye. 

Vtmott. The Boke of Encydos. 

Ch AT TER, GeofTr< V. Tfu' Hnok 

of the Tales of Cauutyrburye. 'I'wo 
9dUkm, 

Infaneia Salfatorb. 

BoBTHiTTs, A. M. T. S. Tho 
Boke q( Cousoiacionof Philosophie. 

CBAVcra and LTOOAn'a lli. 
nor Poems. 

C H AucKE, Geoffiraj. Hie Book 
of i^'ame. 

Chaucbk, Gooffiwjr. Troylva 
and Cresiile. 

Travels. — A Book for Travellers. 

Katherink of Siena> The Lyf 
of Saint Katharine of Sone, with the 
Rcuelacyonsof Seynt Klysabeththo 
Kjoges Daughter of Hungarye. 

BoNATCNTVEK, Saint. Speen- 
lum Vitae Christi. 

Dirertrirum Sacerdotum. 

LvDbATSi John. The Werke of 
Sapienoa* 

Book.— A Boko of diaara fhiyt- 
ful (»ho9tly Matters. 

Chaatiek, Alain. The Curial 
made by Maystar Ahda Charretier. 

Lydoats, John. TheLjf ofonr 
Lade. 

Weuefrede, Sanii. — The Lyf of 
Saynt Wenelirydo. 

Lucidary. — A lytel Trf ti'^r, in- 
tytuled or named, The Lucedurye. 

Blanchardin and Eglantine. -~ 
The Historye of Kynge Blanchar- 
dyii HTii! Qt;rrn F^li^ntyne his ^Vyff'. 

Rhodes. — The Siege of the Cytee 
of Rhodaa. 

Statutaap'dWestmonasteriil edi- 
t« Anno primo Regis Ricardi tercii. 

Statutes, i. ii. iv. Henry VII. 

ChastiaiDg of God'a Childran.— 
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Rivers* Dictes and Sayings of Philosophei-s ; Lord 
Worcester's Translation of Cicero; His own Chronicle 
of £ngland ; the works of Gower, Chaucer and Lydgate; 
a translation hj himself of Viigil, from the French; 
Ovid ; Boethius ; Aesop's Fables ; Cato ; Higden^s Po- 
lycronicon ; the Legeiida A urea, or Lives of the Saints ; 
various devotional works, and a whole library of Ro- 
mances. He was, also, the King's printer, which office 
he continued to hold in the reigns of Eichard IIL and 
Henry VI I, the Acts of both sovereigns being included 
in the list of his publications given below. 

William Gaxton was bom in the Weald of Kent, about bi* btrthaid 

early life. 

the year 14-1 2. His father gave him a better education 
than usually fell to the lot of j)er»uns of his station, and 
afterwards apprenticed him to ilobert Large, a mercer 
and merchant of considerable eminence. It has been 
conjectured that his master received cooflignments of 
books, which the infant art of printing on the continent ; 
already rendered an important article of commerce. 
Hence Caxton's love of Literature, which never foi*sook 
him in after life. It is much to his credit that in his 
master's will he was remembered by a legacy of 20 
marks, a considerable sum of money in those days. 
Though a freeman of the Mercers' Company he does not 
appear to have foUowed that calling, and in 1464 we find 
him employed by the Ring, with Richard WhitehiO, as 

aiiikissadors and special deputies" to conclude a treaty f",!]Jj5JJ[^ 
of trade and commerce between Edward and Philip, "urgandy. 
Duke of Burgundy. Mons. van Pmct, in his " Notice J»- 
sur Colard Mansion," already quoted, says he held an 
office, similar to our present Consuls, at Bruges, in 1469. 
He appears to have accompanied the Princess Margaret 
to Burgundy in 1468, and from the freedom she uses in nodicnor 



The proofflteble Bok« for Manes 

Soule, — called the ' Cba«tyniig ef 

Goddes Child r<iM>, 

Love. — Tretysc of Lonei fcc* 
HeallJ>.-Goiiernale of Hdthci &c. 



Hone. 

Ballad. — A fragment of a ballad 

Srinted by CastOD is in the British 
loseam. 
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binding fault with his Engli^ih, aiid desiring him to cor- 
rect it, he was probably of her household. Tt was a 
fbrtuDste eireamstenoe for him that his Royai MistresB 
thus interested hetself in his literary pursuits* She de- 
sired to see his translation of Raoul le Feyre's French 
Histor}- of Troy, and although she pointed out the un- 
couthness of his style, she eii('*)uraut d him tu proceed 
with it, and amply rewarded him upon its completion. 
The prologues and epilogues furnish us with many par- 
ticulars of himself, for instance, that at the time of his 
finishing his kbours, his eyes ^ were dimmsd unih 
much looking on white paper ; that hie courage was not 
so prone and ready to labour as it had been ; that age 
was creeping on him daily ; that lie had practised and 
learnt^ at his great charge and expense^ to ordmn this 
eaid book in print, after the manner and form ae we 
there eee it, and not written with pen and ink as other 
hoohe he,** 

His style is, on the whole, fluent and simple ; and, 
even occasionaHy, forcible and iiiL'hjdioiis. His criticisms 
are sound, and that on Chaucer is more clearly and justly 
expressed than, perhaps, any similar production of the 
period. His want of knowledge of the learned languages 
has been fully compensated to us by the obligation he 
was thus under of confining the productions of his press 
to works, with few exceptions, written in the vernacular 
ton^e. This circumstance, no doubt, greatly encou- 
raged a taste for English Literature, and the press of 
Cazton may thus be said to have created a school ^ by 



• Ab an illustration of the grpat 
improTement in style at this penod 
tiM followinf terseit praiorped in 
tlie Faston Letters, vol. ii. p. 305, 
maybe taken. They wore a l itf ssrd 
to her lover by a Lady, during hin 
•bMoeein the wars. 

I. 

*' Myrightgood Lord, most knightly 
gentle Knigh^ 



Unto your Grace, in mj meet 

humble wise, 
I me commend, at it It due ind 

right! 

Beseeching you nf leisure to advise 
Upon this bill, and pardon mine 
emprise 

Grounded on FoUj, for lack cf 
providence, 

Unto your Lordiship to write with- 
out licenic.'* 



♦ 
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wbieh the language of his country was enabled to com- a.d, 1477. 
pete with those of Greece and Rome. Hw first produo- 

tions were completed during his resi'l ncc abroad in 
1471 ; but the exact period of his t^sLabhshiiiont in 
Westminster has never been ascertained. He continued 
to poisue his industrious calling till the time of his death 
in 1491 or 1492, having translated no less than 5000 hi* de.th 
closely printed pages, besides attendmg to the labours of 
his printmg office, and the consequent toO of compila- 
tion. 

His oricnnal works are : The Clironicles of P'np^land his < hruai- 
. . . . . ^^^^ °^ 

and the Description of Britain ; printed in the same En«»aod- 

volume in 148o. The list of his publications given be- 
low is a triumphant record of his €Mlitorial labours. Till 
of late years no monument recorded the spot where he 
first exerensed that art, 

Which breathes a soul into the silent walls,'* 

and even at this moment the few inches of white marble, 
placed by the Roxburghe Club on as many inches of the 

walls of Westminster ^Vbboy, (which were purchased, 
and not granted,) is pjissed over by the stranger who 
visits this venerable pile without noticing that it was 
here that the first printing press in England was esta- 
blished. 



Write in this wise, my ptins 

to appease." 
The entire poem conrfstt of eight 

sirnilnr verses, and embodies seve- 
ral natural, tender, and affecting 
thoughts^ which will repay the pe- 
rusal of null M are ewteos in 
tbc?e matters. The words intro- 
duced ia italics were necessary to 
render the metre eomplete, when 
copied Into modcra spelling, the 
word peynys, pains, being of two 
syUables in the 15th centnrj. 



IT. 

" But when a man doth with a fever 
•hake. 

Now hot, now cold, na lalleth by 

adventure, — 
Ho in hii mind conjecture will, 

mid take 
The nighe^t means to work (or 

md) his cure, 
Morepotiently his pains, (Jhtu) to 

endure ; 

And right ao I, io it yon not dis- 
Dleaae. 
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InMriplfoo 
in WMt. 
mioitcr 
Abbqr* 



Richard 
Abjiolo. 

HteChro* 
aklc 



I* - « 



TO THE MEMORY OF 

WILLIAM CAXTON, 

WHO FI1I8T nmiODUCED INTO GEBAT BRITAIN 
THE ABT OP PBINTIN6, 

AND WHO, A.D. 1477, OR EARLIER, 
EXERCISED THAT ABT 
IN THE ABDET OF WESTMINSTER^ 
THtB TABLET 
IN REMEMBRANCE OF ONE 
TO WHOM 
THE LITERATURE OF HIS COUNTRY 
U SO LARflBLY INDEBTED^ 
WAS RAISED 
ANNO DOMINI MDCCCXX. 
BY THB ROXBURGBE CLUB. 
EARL 8PBKCER, K.G. PRBOEOBNT. 

Another Chronicler of the period was Richard Abnolis 
who compiled a miscellain of information, undc^r ttie 
title of : ** ne Names of the Bailiffs, Custas, Mayors, 

and Sheriff's of the. Citij of London from the Time of 
King liichard the First, etc.," xvln'cli (rives no idea oi' 
its curious contents. It preserves family recipes of the 
time, the various lists mentioned on the titiepage,, 
dpal r^;ulatioD8, assizes of Bread, and that most 4iwm- 
ing piece of old poetry, ''t|^ JstttAtoiim iSblfil.^' He 
appears to have died, aged about 70 years, in 1521, and 
to have been a merchant trading to Flanders, a member 
of the Haberdasliers' Company. Tn 1488 he was con- 
fined in the castle of Sluys, in Flanders, as a spy, and has 
given in his volume, among the forms and precedeilto» 
a charter of pardon granted to him for treasonillile ^no- 
tices. The first edition of his book was printed at Ant- 
werp by John Doesborowe, about 1500. 
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Db. John Warkworth, whose Chronicle we have d», somw 
given at page 101, was Master of St. Peter's College, worth. 
Gamhridge, from 1473 to 1498« 

Though the Inns of Court and Chancery were crowded 

with law students during the reign of Edward the Fourth, 

only two names occur amongst tlieni, worthy of being 

recorded : Sir Thomas Littleton," the author of the best s** thos. 

LnriiBTOir. 

book on Land Tenures, and Sir John Fortescue, tutor sm john 
to the unfortunate Edward, Prmce of Wales, for whose 
instmction he compiled his admirable work : de Xaifdi- 
bus Leffwn AngluSy'^ during the exile of Maigaret and 

her son in France after the battle of Towton. Little- 
ton died in 1481, leaving three sons and an ample for- 
tune. Fortescue accompanied the Queen and his charge 
on their return to England in 1471, and after the battle 
of Tewkesbiny submitted to Edward the Fourth, and 
died at the advanced sge of ninety. He was the greatest 
ornament of his profession, and one of the best and most 
learned men of the age in which he lived. 

Anthony ^\ oouvillk, Lord Scales and Earl Rivers, avthont 
the Queen's brother, whose chivalrous and courteous be- eam. 
haviour, daring and invincible courage, and loyal and 
devoted attachment to his sovereign, have been akeady 
so ftdly recorded, again daims our attention as occupy- 
ii^ the highest rank in the Literature of the period in 
which he lived. Like the great Earl of Worcester he 
^^.'ls The early patron of Caxton, and hivl the additional Patron of 

' ^ , _ Cuxtoij, who 

gratification of beholding his own labours issue from that bis 
press, which his countenance had called into being, and 
which the cruelty of the times had denied to his rival* 
His irrateful printer thus notices his works : The noble {Carton's 

^ Preface to 

and virtuom Lord Anthony, Earl Rivers^ Lord Scales^ coniyait^w 
and of the Isle of Wight, Uncle and Governour to my ntmmMk,} 
Lord J^rince of Wales — notwithstanding the great labours 



' First printed in 1481 » by Lettou 
and Machlinia. 
* After wttwlnliig laog in MS. 



Ir was edited by a descendant and 

published in 1714. 
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Hia work! mid charoes that he hath had in the service of the Kina 
and the said Lord Prince^ as well in Wales as in England^ 
which haih been to him no little t haughty and fnuineu^ 
hath in $1^1 and body^ a$ the fruit thereof experiment 
taUy sheweth ; yet aver that to enrich hie virtuous die- 
poeition, he hath put him(eelf) in (en)deavour, when he 
might have a leisure , which ivas but star te-mele (at inter- 
vals) to translate divers boohs out of French into English, 
Amongst others^ passed through mhir hands^ 'the Booke 
of the Wise Sayings, or Dictes of Philosophers,* — and 

* the wke whokaome Proverbs of Ohiistine of Pka,'*^ eet 
in metre: — Over this he hath made * divers Ballads 
against the Seven Deadly Sins/ — Furthermore, he took 
upon him the translating of this present workf named: 

* Cordyale,"" trusting that both the readers arid hearers 
thereof, should know tkemselvee hereafter the better^ and 
amend their living^ 

Earl Eivers thus expresses liinisdf respeeting his 
(^faeeta Dictii OT Suynges of PhUo$opher$: When I had 
atgrngZ} heeded and looked upon it, as I had time and space, I 
prave thereto a very affection. And especially because of 
the wholesome and sweet sayings of the paynims, which 
is a glorious fair mirror to all good cliristian people to 
behold and understand. Over that (besides) a great 
comfort to eveiy well disposed souL It lauds virtue and 
science ; — ^it blames vices and ignorance/' It was this 
book that the Earl presented to the Ring, accompanied 
by Caxton. Horace Walpole has pfiven, as frontispiece 
to his Royal and Noble Authors, the iacsimile of an illus- 
tration representing this event, which contains the only 
Hi<< ati 1 - authentic portrait of Edward the Fifth. I cannot refrain 
Eft!]fwf ^ from calliiig attention to the Earl of Rivers' autograph 



" "In thiR transladon the Earl ' an instance at once of LordsM} 



discovered new talents, taming the 
work teto a poem of 203 lines, tlie 
grenteet part of which he contrived 
to nutke oondude with the letter £ : 



application, and of tlie bad taate of 
the age, wUeh had wUtiduM and 
whime to etruggle with as well Oi 
ignonmoe.** — ( Waljioie.) 
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preaerved in the volumo numbered 4431 in fJie Haridan R»iiUf«i«. 

Conection, which contains , the Works of Christine de 
Pisan, of w hich a facsimile has been given by Sir Frede- 
rick Madden in the Arclueoiogia, vol. XXVI. p. 273. 

The Earl Kiverswaa beheaded at Pontefract in 1483, Behewkdin 

14BB. 

in his 41st year, by order of Richard III. The night 
before his execntion he compoeed the foUowinff some- ^ 
what incgttlar Unea, which have been preserved bj John ^^^i^^^^^ 
Hons: — 

L Lot in this Inaice 

Now in substance 

Such is TTiy rlancp, 
Willing to die ! 



Scmewhat mining 
And more mourning 

In remembring 

The unsteaclfastness 
This world being 
Of such wheeling 
Me contrarying, 

What may I guess ! 

IL 

I fear doubtless 
RemedileflB 
Is now to see 

My woful chancel 
(For unkindness* 
Wiih(mt the less, 
Anditortdrtn 

Me doihadmce I 

III. 

With difrjjhatitnce 
To my grievawx 
Andmo'mnmee 



Verses writ* 
ten just ptc- 
Tious to 
esecatloo. 



IV, 

Methinks- truly 
Boundeu am 1 
And this greatly 

To be content; — 
Seeing plainly 
That fortune doth wry 
All contrary 

Fkom mine intent ! 



V. 

My Ufe was lent 
Me to one intent. 
It is not spent ; 

Welcome Fortune ! 
But 1 ne'er went (weaned) 
Thus to be shent {kiiied) 
But 80 it mea^ 

Such is her Won(l.) 



^'The hair shirt which he wore next his skin, shows 
that he complied with the forms of his creed ; it was 
lumg up before the image of the Holy Virgin Mary, in 
the Carmelite Friary at Doncaster/' after his execution. 
Thus by a cdmihr fate fell both the restorers of literature 
in England, "whose countenance aiid example must ( « a/y^ofc^ 
have operated more strongly in its cause, than the ^^^^'•*- 
^ttempts of an hundred professors, Benedictines and Com- 



* Supplied from Ritsou'a Songs. 
V 
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KHiBivMi. mentfttm.'^ Like Boethius of old, the £arl Riven feit 
the oonsolationt of Philoeophy and Leenung, evm in the 
hoar of an ignommioiM death, whieh by their moans was 

de})i ivod of its greatest bitterns. 

11 18 continual presence about the Kin or and Queen, 
cherished a Love for literature in the former, who feeling 
how much his own education had been neglected, had 
ahready provided that hoth his InrotheRiy Olabkncb and 
Gloucbsieb should derive all the advantages in that 
respect, which it was in hfs power to bestow. Towards 
the close of hi.s leign his anxiety was manifested that his 
son, the Prince of Wales should possess every accom- 
plishment necessaiy to qualify him for the high station, 
to which he was bom; and the rules already quoted, 
show him to have been no mean judge of the requisites of 
EtfiBivcn the Kingly office. TheEarl Rivers was appointed Cham- 
KluSKriaiii berlain to the Prince, and the Csrdina] Morton tutor, 
and in the King s will the latter was nominated one of his 
executors. 

Amongst the Clergy Archbishops Bouchier and Ro- 
theram, and Bishops Stillington, Russell, Alcock, Wain- 
fleet, Martin, Storie,^^ Peacock, and Morton deserve 
particular notice. Most of these will claim our at- 
tention in a subsequent chapter, when considering the 
state of parties in the court oi Edward, after the death 
of the Duke of Clarence. 

The revival of Letters had led to the founding and 
endo\%Tncnt of several Colleges, both at Oxford and 
Cambridge, but these owe their rise chiefly to Henry VI. 
and Queen Margaret, to whom also the eouHtfy is in- 
debted for the establishment of Eton College. Both 
Edw.LKl and his Queen, however, were munificent 
patrons to them, and the royal taste is discernible in the 



to Edward 
Prtnoe of 

WtlM. 



TflK 



ARCBITSe. 
TUJiB. 



" Edward Stone, or Story, was 
ronsfrrnred Bishop of Carlisle in 
14()8, and trau&Uted to Chichester 
in 1477* He wu ConfeMor to tbe 



Queen, and died in 1502. Tbe 
beautiful cross at Chichester 
erected by his muuiiiceuce. 
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exquisite Architecture of King's College Chapel, Cam- ahchitso. 
bridge, the Chapel of Eton College, ^nd St. George's 
dtapd at Whidaor»i' the latter of which was built by 
Edwatd the Foorth. The Divinity Schod at Oxford^ 
oompleted in 1480, the Pnblic Schools in CSambridge, 
finished in 1475, and the Collegiate Church of Fotherin- 
gay, besides numerous otln r 1 Ecclesiastical edifices, prove 
that Gothic Architecture had arrived at it's highest 
perfection during his reign. 

The piograBB made in the Art of Gnnneiy was slow e«nim«T. 
and gnduaL To Edward we are, however, indebted for 
the introduction of hand culvertneB,^* which were first 
brought into England by him on his return from Flan- 
ders in 1471, and to these he was probably indebted for 
the signal success which attended his brilliant campaign 
for the recover}' of his throne. He had paid particular 
attention previously; to the coostruetion of his field- 
pieces, introdnemg font-metal or bronie, instead of iron. 
With what advantsge he employed his odUnanoe has 
been already recorded at page 113, where he dispersed 
the Lincolnshire rebels ; and also how lie dislodged tlie 
Duke of Somerset at Tewkesbury by means of ^^his 
gun-shoty and shot of arrows." 

The numerous images which were placed in theflevtrams. 
churches, the magmfioent tombs erected to the memory 
of the great, and the employment of statues for exterior 
decoration, in the rich gothic architecture of those 
days, must have protluci d many artists, whc^se works 
and names perished at the period of the Keformatiou; 
Horace Walpole has, however, preserved a curious de- 
scription of a new Sepulchre, well gilt," made for the 



^ In Qaeen's College, Cambridge, restored. A. contemporary Portrait 

is a coeval portrait of Queen Eliza, of her is presprvpd in the College, 
betb WooUville, who was the second ^ See Pote's History of Windsor, 

ftMUidreia. JaneSliove, nnay beeon- |». He appointed the Biahop of 

sidered the second foundress of Salisbury, Richard Beauchamp, 

Eton College ; for by her interces- Master and Surveyor of the Works, 
•ion the lands of which the college See Wark worth's Chronicle, p. 

had been daqpwiled by Edward, were 121 , wharajAeyawealkd handgima. 
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Ohnreb of St. Maiy, Heddiffe, Bristol, by Master 

Cumings," in the year 1470. 

Painting. Painting seeuis to have been confined to mere lim- 
ning, with exception of the decorations employed in 
books. Many of these are exquisitely finished, and 
though somewhat stiff in the drawing, they display con- 
siderable taste in grouping, and in the disposition of 
light and shade. To usj however, they possess a vahie 

fiook luumi- beyond this in preserving portraits of celebrated per* 
sonagos, and the costume of the latter im% of the loth 
century. The Manuscript in the Library at Lanibetli 
Palace mentioned at page 208 y>! eserves portraits of 
£dwaxd» the Queen, the Prince of Wales, Uie Duke of 
Olouoester, and other members of the Courts and Mr« 
Strutt in his Regal and Ecclesiastical Antiquities has 
given facsimiles from numerous others, chiefly preserved 
in the Britisli Mus um, whilst the elegant plates of Mr. 
Shaw, taken i'rom the same source, but more accurately 
&c8imiled than those of his predecessors, show to what 
perfection the art of illuminating had arrived in the 
reign of Edward the Fourth. 



CHAPTER V. 

The Rcyai Brothers^ Edward TV, Clarence and 

Gloucester* 

Edward, whatever his other &ults may have been, 
was kind and affectionate? in his conduct to his youngei! 
Theftuniiy brothers. Richard, Duke of York had a nnmerous la- 
i>iike'^or mily, by his wife, Cicely, daughter of the. Earl of West- 
moreland, seven sons, and four daughters, who were all 
younger than Edward, with the exception of Anne, 
Duchess of Exeter, and Heniy, who died young. Of 
this large family^, Edmund, Duke of Rutland, was slain 

^ The follmving Uoyal (jciRvihiiry is translated from William 
Wyrccster, as published by Hearnc, p, 525-52;.. 
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with bis &ther in the Battle of Wakefield, Dec. 30, The Boyd 
1460, in his 17th year ; and William and John died in 
early life. Of the dai^hters, Anne was married to 

Hemy Holand, Duke of Exeter, hum whom she was 

*fThe Generation qf the most TUvsiri'ins Prince, Richard, Duke 
qf York, etc. by his wife, the most gentle Princess, Cecilia, 
daughter qf the illustrious Lord, Ralphs Earl qf 
Westmoreland^ hy his second wife the most 
Noole Lady, Joan, daughter of the 
tnost potent Prince, John, Duke 
of Lancaster, Son of 
King Edward IJL 

The Ladt Anns, the fintbom of the most Illustrious Prince, Anne. 
Bidiard, etc, wn^ born at a certain manor of the Lord Bishop of, 



Ely, called HatHcld; on the Qth of February, A. 1441»in the after- 
noon, the 1 7th hour (Jve o*clocle, a* m, Feb, 10th.).* 

[**A,D. 1441. Henry, eldest son of Rich^-d, Duke of Henry Pitiiy 
York, was 1n»b at Hatfield, on Friday, the 10th of Februaxy, at ^'^^"^^ 
five in Ihe morning." — {Annates, p. 461.)] 

The Lord Edward, the second son of the Illustrious Prince Edwtrdiv. 
Richard, was born in the City of Rouen, on the 27th of \]ml, in 
the year 1442, in the afternoon, the 14th hour and 45 minutesiy (45 
minutes past 1 o'clock, a. m. April 2S/A,).t 

The Lord Kdmund, the third son of the TlhiRtrious Prince Edmund, 

Richard, w born in the city of Rouen, on {Mowitnj) the 17th of RutiMid. 

May ill the \ ear 1443, the 7th hour of the afternoon, and was 

Christened ni tlie long font of Hollo, in which none other but him 

has been baptized from the time of the said Rollo. He was slain 

with his father in the Battle of W iikefield {Dec. 30, 1460). 

Elizabeth, the gecond daughter of the s li ] Prince, was horn Eili»b«th, 
, r i ' 1 • 1 11 l>uche88 of 

at Koucn, the 21st ot September in the year i i 44, exactly at the Suffolk. 

14th hour in the afternoon (2 o'clock, a. m. Sep. 22nd.).X 



* In his Annals Wyrcester says : 
Anne, Dndiess of Exeter, daughter 
of Riebtrd Doke of York, and 

Cicely his wife, was born at Fo- 



Monday the 28th of April, 1442, 
two hours after midnight, aud add« 
naively : pU eene^iut est i» eo» 

mera prorima capellae pt^cU de 



theringay, on Tuesday the 10th of Hntfeld." — (p. 4f^2,) 



March, 1441, between the hours of 
five aifcdaiz, in the moming.— (p. 

4 GO.) , 

t In the Annals our author 
says that Edward was born on 



X Here is a discrepancy between 
this account and bia Annals. He 

there gives Tuesday, April 22nd, at 
2 o'clock in the morning, as U|e 
time of her birth. — (p. 462.) 
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TTie Rorai dtvomd after the Battle of Bamet. and married teoondly 

Family. • 

Sir Thomas Si. Leger, who aceompanied Ednard in hk 
expedition against Louis XI.:— -Elizabeth married Wil- 

iiain dc l;i Pole, Duke of Suff'olk ; and Margaret, alLeJr 
Edward's aicession, was wedded with great jxniip to 
Charles the liold, Duke of Burgundy. Ursula the 
youngest child died young. Gboboe, at the time of his 
brother's accession was in his twelfth year> and was 
immediately created Duke of Clarence. Richabis then 
in his ninth year, was created Duke of Gloucester. 



Maigaret. Tiiio Ladv Margakkt, the third daughter of the said most 
Burg«My.^ noble Prince was born at Walthaw Abbey, on {Tuesday} the 3rd of 

May in the year 1446. 
wiui»m Tb* liOmD William, the fourth «m of the Mid Prince, was 
Btaoiagtnci. the GuliLe of Fotheringay, the 7th of July, 1447. 

John Ttaa liOED John, the ilftb son of the said Prince, was bora at 

rtentagaact. i^ezte,* near London, in the Manor of the Abbot of Weetmuwter, 

on the 7th of November, in the year of oor Lord 1448, and was 

baptised aft Chelsea. 
GMTgc, Dak* Thb Lobd Gborob, the sixth son of the said Prince was bom 
ci ciueaee. ^ ^ Dublin in Iiehmd, on the 31st of October m the 

year of our Lord 1449, at mid-day, and baptized in the church of 

St. Saviour's.'' 

[This account of the Family of Yoric must have been drawn out 

by W. Wyrceeter before the year 1452, in which year he reoords 
RIcliMdlll. in his Annak : " Or Mmiday the 2nd of October RlCHABD, {torn 

tif Richard, Duke of York) was bom at Fotheringay. 
UranlA. Anno 1455, Ursula, daughter of Ricliard, Duke of York, was 

bom on St. Margaret's day, July 20th"—{Wj/retittr Ajmakt, p. 

WO] 

Genealogy of Edward IV. 

Edward IV. The Noble Kdward, dating from tin Conquest, the Fourth 
Riigland, {of that name) King of England and France ; and true heir of 
Castile and Feon ; Dnke of Normandy, Aquitaine and Anaiers ; 
and Ford of Ireland, was son and heir of the most 111 ui mo us 
Prince, Richard Plantagenet, late Duke of York, son and heir of 



* In bis Annals he calls this place Neyte» (probably our present 
Kafghtsbridge). 
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Am the young princes af^voached towards wHmhn^, 
tiiey appear to have looked apon the Qpeen'a lelalioiia 
with a jealous eye, and to have been more frequently the 
inmates of the Earl of Warwiek's house, than of their 

brother'*s j)alace. The Eai-1 was possessed of almost ini- 
boiiiided power, and his immense wealth and lauded 
estates would devolve on his death to his two daughters, 
the ladies Isabella and Anne Neville. The vice of ayar 
rice seems to have pervaded all ruiks and ages at that 
period, and the wealthy heiresses of Warwick attracted 
crowds of Nobles to the magnificent mansion of their 
father. ** The King continued to look upon the Earl," 
says a contemporary, ** with a lurking displeasure, for 

Anne, dnighlerand heiress of Roger Mortimer, Earl of Marche,80li 
and heir of Phillippa, daughter and heiiSM oi Lionel, second son 
of Edw ard the Third, which Edward was the true and undoubted 
King of England and France, and Lord op Ireland. 

Also, this Edward was son of the said Richard Plantagenet, who K i a ^ af 
was 8on nr\(] licir of Richard, Earl of ramhrirltre, who was son and Leon, 
heir of K luiund Langley, Duke of \oik, and of Isabel, his wife, 
the daughter and heiress of Feter, the kni6 and undoubted K.ftNO OF 
Castile and Leon. 

Also, this Edward was bon of the said Richard Plantagenet, son Duke of 
of Anna, daughter of Roger Mortimer, mn and heir of Pb jllippa 
and Edmund Earl of Marche, who was son to Earl Roger, who was 
son to Karl Fflmund, wluj was son to Roger, the first Earl of 
M,ir( lie. who aon to (jiladesduy, who was daughter and heiress 
of Llewellyn, Prince of Wales, and wife of Sir iUdph Mortimer, 
Knight, who was son of Roger, who was son of Hugh de Mortimer 
and Maud^ his wife, daughter of William Longa-spata {Longsword) 
who was son and heir of RoUo, the first Dukb op Normandy. 

Also, this Edward is Dckb ov'Angisbs, through his father Duke or 
Biehard Plantagenet, who was son of Anna, who was daughter of ^"B**^ 
Soger, who waa acHU of FhiUippa, who was daughter of Iioiid» who 
was son of Edwsrd III, who was son of Edward II, who was 
son of Edward I, who was son of Heory III, who was son of John, 
who was hdr of Biehard, who was son of Henry II, who was son 
of Geoffrey Plantagenet, Earl of Angiers, who was son of Fulke, 
who was son of Geoflfrey, who was son of Fvlke, who was son of 
Bechm, who was son of Geofirey, who was son of Fnlke, the first 
EARii ov Angism* 
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he had discovered a secret betrothment between the 
Duke of Ckrence and the daughter itf the Earl» whose 
object he had long suspected was to bring about such a 

marriage. Master Lacy had been sent to Rome for a 
dispensatiun, un account of their consanguinity, so that 
this marriage might !>e accomplished, but it cuuld not be 
listened to by the Pope." £dward did all in his power 
to prevent it» for Clarence was yet next heir male to the 
crown, and he feared Warwick's ambition might seek to 
phice his son-in-kw on the throne. His eflforto, however, 
Clarence'! woro ineffectual, and the marriage took place, without 
aUHiSt, his consent , in the Church of St. Nicholas at ( alais, the 
Lisiu.p of Ikide's micle, who liad been " supei'sctled in his otHce 
tfjiSSr Chancellor by the Bishop of Hath and Wells,^ the 
p. MM.) ' Archbishop of York performing the ceremony.*' Wbero- 
^am't fore the King took a great displeasure with them, and 
p. 'ST^' thereupon were certain nnkind words betwixt them, in 
so niucli tliat after tliat day there was never j)erfect love 
causes aa bctwixt tlieni. " Tliis caused an estrangement between 
SlJSThrthe two eider brothers, and persuaded by Warwick, 
Clarence joined in the Con^iracy, then forming, to 
p.SitT'' dethrone his brother. It was about this time that a 
messenger with letters from Queen Margaret was cap- 
tured in Wales, near Harlech Castle, and was sent to 
London to tlie King, by the Lord Herbert, wlierc he 
accused many persons of treason against the King, and 
amongst others the Karl of Warwick, and stated that 
he had heard beyond seas, it implied that the Earl 
favoured the part of Queen Margaret. Wherefore the 
King sent him to the £af)» who came not now under the 
shelter of his roof, to my Lord at Middleham. In the 
sefjuel, liowever, the matter was pronounced frivolous. 
Nevei-theless the King appointed 200 well tried and 
brave English archers, with a pay of 8d. per day (equal 
in value to 7s, at present) to ride and attend upon his 
person, and thus accompanied he journeyed to Coventry. 

* Robert Stilliogton, aee Wwrkivorth'i CkmMh pi«e 106, luto 



If 
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"The King, Queen, and many noble personages kept {ibid, 612- 
Christmas in the Abbey at Coventry, and for six days 
the Duke of Clarence dissembled there." 

" And shortly after the feast of Epiphany, by the ReconcUiii- 
means of secret friends, the Archbishop of York and the putiei. 
Earl of Riven met at Nottingham, and so were recon* ' 
eiled ; npon which the Archbishop aocon^ianied the Earl 
of Warwick to the King in CouncH at Coventry, in the 
month of January, when the Earl, the Lords Herbert, 
Stafford and Audley were reconciled. And there the 
King also restored to the Archbishop the lands of Penley 
and Winstone, the grant of which he had previously re- 
sumed from him." 

Matters seemed thus again settled, and the King, 
never fond of business, gave himself up once more to 
the gratification of his personal pleasures. The Earl on 
the cont rary, still continued to foment the disaffection to- 
wards the King. Edward met his parliament in June^ 
and assured the Commons, through the Earl of Rivers, of 
the enjoyment of their liberties and privileges. He then 
addressed them himself, *^ declaring his intention to five (PorHa. 
upon his private revenues, and not to levy taxes npon his *m!^!?.b72.) 
subjects but in great and urgent cases, which would speech, 
concern their own weal, and the defence of the Kingdom 
more than his pleasure. For their good will, kindness 
and true hearts he thanked them heartily and promised 
to be a good and gracious King to them, and to reign as 
right wisely over them, as did any of his progenitoiB ; 
and also, in time of need to apply his person for the weal 
and defence of them and the realm, not sparing life or 
body for any jeopardy that may happen to the same." 
It was in the midst of this session that London was 
visited by the plague, and parliament was consequently 
adjourned till November, and again prorogued to the 5th 
of May at Reading, and eventually met on the 17th of 
May at Westminster. 

The Bishop of Bath and W ells addressed it an Clian- „ , 
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cellor, and contrasted in glowing eokran the prosperity 
of England, with its distressed state at the King's ac- 
cession. ** Then it was naked and full barren of justice; 
the peace not kept, nor the laws duly adininistered. 
War with The Duchies of Noimandy, Gascony and Guienne had 
SSJSiSl* been seized upon by France, and enemies surrounded us 
on all sides. The King on the contrary had concluded 
a perpetual peace with Spain; made Commerdal trea* 
ties with Denmark, Germany and Naples; made peace 
with Scotland for fifty years ; and had begun a treaty 
with the Kin J," of Arragon, and an amity with Bretagne; 
whilst by the mairiage of his sister with the Duke of 
Burgundy a friendship had been firmly rivetted with that 
court. In doing this he declared it was the King's 
intent to minish and Icaoen the power of his anciient 
adversary of France. He avowed his master^s intention 
of crossing the seas to ^iilxlue his gi> at and rebel adver- 
sary, Louis, ilie usurping King of France, and in cuii- 
clusion, noticed the invitations he bad received for that 
purpose, both from Burgundy and Brittany, calling uptm 
parliament for its assistance and cooperation/' A liberal 
supply was Toted by the commons, but the secret influence 
of Warwick and his confederates defeated the King's 
Pre veuufd by measures. An insurrection a.-s unlooked for, <is it was 

the rebellion •1x1x^1 , rv/\rw 

In tiie North, sudden, sprang up m the iNortn. ISo less than bO,000 
men appeared in anus, under a leader, whom they named 
Aobin of Kedesdale, and dispersing papers> specifying 
the causes of their assembling, marched on towards Lon- 
don. The result of this sudden outbreak has already 
been given in Heame's Fragment and Warkworth^s 
Chronicle,^* and the consequent Battles of i ledgecote and 
Stamford. The following proclamations connected with 
these events, lure of great importance, and give a true 
and carious picture of the times. 



' 806 Hmrae*tF; ag meat, p. 21.5 i ftadWwkwortli'i Clironlde, p. 110. 
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The Duke of darenee^ ike ArehHshop of York, and 
the JSarl of Warwick. 

Right trusty and well beloved ^ we greet you well ! Th« com* 
And well ye wit {know)^ that the King our Sovereign uuo! 
Lord's true subjeeta of divers parts of this his reahu of 
Endbuid. have defivered to us certain bills of Articles. •>> /^'^ ^«*- 
which we suppose that ye have in those parts, remem- ^'^'^^^^ 
bering in the same the deceivable covetous rule, and g^SSl^'* 
guiding, of certain seditious persons: that is to say: 
the Lord Rivers ; the Duchess of Bedford his wife ; Sir 
William Herbert, £arl of Pembroke ; Humphrey Staf- 
ford, Earl of BevcMishjre ; the Lords Scales, and Aud- 
ley; Sir John Woodville, and his brethren ; Sir John 
Fogg ; and others of their mischievous rule opinion and 
assent, which have caused our said sovereign Lord, and 
his said realm, to fall in {to) great poverty of misery, 
disturbing the 'ministration of the laws, only attending 
to their own promotion and enriching. The said true 
subjects, with piteous lamentation, calling upon us and 
other lords, to be means to. our said Sovereign Lord for 
a remedy and reformation ; wherefore we, thinking the 
petition comprised in the said articles, reasonable and 
profitable, for the honour and profit of our said Sove- 
reign Lord, and the common weal of all this his realm, 
fully purposed with other lords to show the same to his 
good grace, desiring and p»y(ta^) you to diapoee, and 
-amy yoursdves, to accompany us thither, with as many 
persons defensibly arrayed as ye can make ; letting you 
weet {know) that by God's Grace we intend to be at 
■Cantcrbur}' upon Sunday next coming. Written under 
our signets and sign manuels the twelfth day of July, 
Anno \m:' 

" In three the next articles underwritten^ are comprised a «fcwMw i 
and gpedfied the oeeaeione and very causes of the great ^^^^ 
inconvtmeneee and miscMrft that feil in this land^ in the ntim* 
,days of King Edward ike Second^ King Bkhard ike 
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Second^ and King Henry ike Sixths to the dutmctum 
of them^ and to the great huat, and impotfemhing of 
Ms ktndy 

t. *' First, the said Kings estranj^ed the great lords of 

mentor the thciF bloud, fmm tlicil' he^rct euuucil aiiu (taere) not 

Kings from ' i i # 

Jj»«j|' kitt- advised by them ; and taking about them, others not of 



their blood, and inclining only to their council, rule, and 
advice, the which persons took not respect, nor conside- 
nttioQ to the weal of the said princes, nor to the com- 
monweal of thk land, but only to their singular lucre, 

and enricliing of themselves, and their blood, as well in 
their great possessions, as in goods ; by the which 
(means) the said princes were so impoverished, that they 
had not sufficient of livehhood, nor of goods, whereby 
they might keep and maintain their honouraUe estate, 
and ordinary ehaiges, within this reahn. 

II. Alio, the siud seditious persons, not willing to leave 
the possessions that they had, caused the said princes 
to lay such impositions and rharges, as \v\.ll by way of 
untrue appeasements to whom they owed evil will unto, 

Htmj tnu*. as by dismes, taxes, and priests nobles, and other in- 
ordinate charges, upon their subjects, and commoDS, to 
the great grudge and impoverishing of them, which 
caused all the people of this land to grudge. 

III. Ajid also, the said seditious pei-sons by their mainte* 
miniBtnition nauces, wherc they have (had ) rule, would not sulier the 

laws to be executed, but where they owe(<^) favour, 
moved the said princes to the same ; by the which there 
were no laws at that time duly 'ministered, nor put in 
execution, which caused great murders, robberies, rapes, 
oppressions, and extortions, as well by themselves, as by 
their great maintenances of them to be done, to the 
great grudge of all this land. 
The private It is SO, tliat whcrc the King our Sovereign Lord hath 
^^roia^ had [a] great livelihoods and possessions, as over had 
mcxpoDMi. King of England ; that is to say, the livelihood of the 
Crown, Principality of Wales, Duchy qf Lancaster, 
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Dachy of Cornwall, Duchy of York, the Earldom of 
CSiester, the Earldom of Marche, the Lordship of Ire- 
land, and others, with great forfeits, besides Tonage and 

Poundage of all this land, graiilcd only to the keeping 
of the sea. The Lord Kivers, the Duchess of Ikdtoid, TheKing'n 
his wife, and their sons ; Sir William Herbert, Earl of 
Pembroke; and Humphrey Stafford, Earl of Devon- 
shire ; the Lord Aodley, and Sii^ John Fogg, and others 
of their mischieTOus assent and opinion, which have 
advised and caused our said Sovereign Lord to give of 
the said livelihood and possessions to thcui, above their 
desserts and degrees, so that he may not live honourably 
and maintain his estate and chaiges ordinary, within, 
this land. 

And €Uso, the said seditious persons next before ex* 
pressed, not willing to leave such krge possessions 
and goods, as they fakive of our said Severe!^ Lord's 

gift, have, by subtle and deceivable imaginations, moved 

and caused our Sovereign Lord to chanije his most rich His tamper. 

. . ^ ing with the 

coin, and minished his most royal household to the groat coin, 
abasing of his estate and the commonweal of this land. 

Also^ the said seditious persons continuing in their 
most deoeivable, and covetous disposition, have caused 
our said Sovereign Lord to ask, and charge us, his true 
Commons, and subjects, with such great impositions,^ auou. ' 
and inordinate charges ; as, by means of borrowing with- 
out payment ; taking goods of executors of rich men ; 
taxes ; dismes ; and priesto nobles ; taking great goods 
fat his household, without payment ; impeachments of 
treasons to whom they owe any evil will ; — So that there 
can be no man of worship or riches, either spiritual or 
temporal, knights, squires, merchants, or any other 
honest pei-son, in surety of his hfe, livelihood, or goods, 
when the said seditious persons, or any of them, owe 
any malice, or evil will, to the great dread, and unport- 

" The taxes voted for tlie wan with FraoM were two iifteentba and 

two tenths (dismes). 
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able chafgeft, and the utter impoverishing of us, his true 
CommoDS, and subjects; — and to the great enriching of 

themselves, the premnes amoiintiiig to two hundred 
thous4iiii(l marks (this year) and more. 
ThePope'i Also, the haitl seditious pei^uiis have caused our 
dniwucd, said Sovereign Lord to spend the goods of our Holy 
Father, the which were given hira for defence of Chris- 
tian Uithf of nuuiy goodly diiposed people of this land, 
without repayment of our said Holy Father, for the 
which cause this land standeth in jeopardy of Inter- 
dicting. 

AlsOf the said seditious persons, by their maintenances 
in the countries where they dwelt, or where they here 
rule, will not auffsr the King's laws to be executed upon 
VfOwwA. whom ihey owed &vour unto ; ^luf olio moved our said 
of the Sovereign Lord to the same ; by the which the kws be 
not duly 'ministered, nor put in execution; by the 
which great murders, robberies, rapes, oppressions, and 
extortions, as well by them, as by their great nminte- 
nances of their servants, to us daUy (are) done, and re- 
main unpunished, to the great hut and grudge of all 
this land. 

Ettrang«. AUo, tito SBid scditious persons have caused our siud 

hl« Mndmi. Sovereign Lord to estrange the tme Lords of his blood, 
from his secret Council, to the intent, that they might 
attain and bring about tlieir false and deceivabie pur- 
poses, in premises aforesaid, to the great enriching of 
themselves, and to the great hurt and poverty of our 
said Sovereign Lord, and to all us his true subjects and 
ons of this land.*** 



TbeCom- ** Tkese underwritten are the petitions of us true ami 
tion'-^^ faithful subjects^ and commons^ of this land, for ike 
^Mh^toieaii great meal and surety of the King, our Sovereign hord^ 
nni). and hu heirs, and the CemmomDeal of this land, eoer to 
ISSS&iSi)'^' be continued. After humble praying of true Lords, 
Spiriiual and Temporal^ to gvoe assistance and aid in 
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^^tf our true and goodfy denres ; for w take God to The com^ 
record, we tMtend hu ofidyfir the weal and safety of the Smu 
King^ our Sooereign Lmrd^ and the commoiMoetU of thit 

land" 

** First, that the said seditious persons above named, 
which by their subtle and malicious means have caused 
our said Sovereign Lord to estrange his good grace from 
the Council of the nohle and true lords of his bloody 
moved him to break his laws and statute^ 'minished his 
livelihood and hous^ld, dianging his [most] richest 
coin, and chargincj this land with such great and inordi- 
nate impositions, mi is above expressed ; to the great 
appeirement^ (injttry) of his most Koyal estate, and im- 
poverishing of him and all his true Commons, and sub- 
jects, and only to the enriching of themselves ; may be 
punished acoording to their works and untruths, — so 
that all others hereafter shall take example by them. 

AlsOy in eschewing the occasions and causes of the 
great inconveniences, and mischiefs, that by the same 
have £^en in the King's days, above expressed, a.s well 
upon themselves, as upon this land, and that in times 
hereafter might foil; We the King's true and foithful 
Commons and subjects of this land, meekly beseech his 
good grace, that it will like him for the great weal of 
himself, his heirs, and the couiuioiiweal of iis liis true 
subjects, and Conmions, for ever to be continued by the 
advice, and iauthority of his Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral to i^point, ordain, and establish for ever, to be The King 
had such a sufficient of livelihood and posseaEdons, by the revenues of 
which he and all his heirs after him may maintun and ^^"''^ 



keep their most honourable estate with all other ordi* 
nary charges neces^Miy to be had in this land. So that 
he, nor none of his heirs, hereafter, of necessity, need to aod thai 
charge and lay upon his true Commons and subjects such 
great impositions as before is expressed : Unless that it 

' Bet tiie word : pair, or peir, in Richardson's Dictionarj. 
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were for the great and urgent causes concerning as w^l 
the ireal of ua, as of our said Sovereigii Lord : — ^Accor- 
ding to the promise that he made in,hiB hst poriiament 

openly with his own mouth unto us. 
All persons Also^ to be establiiilied by the said authority, tliat if 
Kwti 'i«nd« any [lerson of what estate, or degiee that ho may be, 
puniihcd. after the said establishment so ordained, and made, (ex- 
cept the King's issue and his brethren,) presume, or 
take upon them to ask, or take posseasioii, of any of the 
livelihood so appointed, that by the said authority he be 
taken and reputed as he that would 'minish and appair 
(impair) the royal estate of his Sovereign Lord, and the 
conmionweal of this Land. And went (wantim^) pardon 
so to be punished. 
The revenue* Aiso^ that the revenues of Tonage and Poundage, 
anTiMnrX may be employed in the keeping of the sea, as it was 
SIT' gnnted, and to none other use, for the safety of inter- 
course of merchandize to (the) great enrichin;^ of this 
land, and also for the defence fof tlie] (against) enemies. 
KMgngof AlsOy that the laws and the statutes, made in the 
*^ days of your noble progenitor King Edward the Third, 
especiaUy for the concerning and keeping of this land in 
good health and peace, as w^ Wales as England, be 
duly kept, observed, and executed, for the conservation 
of us your true Commons and subjects in peace, and the 
comuuaiwijal of this, our land. ^ 
j^jwijpja Mr. Black, in the Excerpta Historica gives the Con- 
9. ML) ' fcssion of Sir Robert Welles. From this it appears 
that a 'squire of the Duke of Ciarenee's was in the 
Battle, and assisted Sir Robert WeHes with his advice^ 
and that the real object of the rebellion was to place the 
crown upon Clarence's head. Upon the defeat of Sir 
KHghtof Kuhcrt Welles, and his siibsenucnt confession, the Duke 

Clarence and ^ 

Warwick, of Clarencc and the Earl of Warwick tied to the contir 
nent, upon which the King issued the following procla- 
mations, addressed to the Lord Lieutenants of the 
various Counties. 
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Db Pkoclamationibus faciendis* 
Rex Vicecomiti Warwicensi et Leicestrensi salulem. (ciosenuUf. 

T>.. .>•/>... t . Edward 

Prcpcipimus tibi firmiter injungentcs, quod statim, post j^-^^^ 
rec^tionem prcesentium^ in singulis locis infra ballivam ««^) 
tiMim, tarn infra Wm-tatts quam extra^ uH magis exp^ 
diens mderis, ex parte nostra publicas ptodamationes 
fieri facias, in kmc verba : — 

Forasmuch as it hath pleased God of his goodness The King*! 

, . ProclanMU 

and ^race to send to our Sovereign Lord the victory of uon. 
his Rebels and Traitors of his shire oi Lincoln, late 
assembled in great numbers, levying war against his 
HighneaS) contrary to theb allegiance and duty ; Our 
said Sovereign Lord» therefore, not willing his sabjectB, 
other than such as now attend upon his most Royal 
l^erson, to be put to charge, labour, and business, by 
virtue of liis cctnimissions of array, and other writing, ( of) 
late addiessed to divers shires, cities, and towns, for the 
resistenco of the malicious and traitorous purposes of the 
flttid Rebels, willsy and in the most strait wise chaigeth, 
that none of his subjects presume, nor take upon him, 
to raise nor make any assembly, or gathering, by reason 
of any of the said cumuiLssions, or writings, nor by 
money, stirrino-, writinpCv or commandment made, or 
hereafter to be made, by any person, or persons, of what 
estate, degree, or condition soever he be of, less than 
it be by the King'^s commission, Privy-seal, or writing 
under his signet, of new to be made alter this the thir- 
teenth day of March. 

And if any person, or persons presume, or take upon 
them, or him, to do the rontrary hereof, our said Sove- 
reign Lord will repute, and take liim, and them so doing, 
as his Enemies and Rebels, and will proceed to their 
lawful punishing, in the [most] straitest wise, according 
to his Laws and Statutes in such i»ae ordained* . . 

a 
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Ei hoc fodlaietnu amittas. Tetie Rege apud Stamford 
snU. die MartU, 



{Omsoiu, **Pkr Imom Regem.'' 

'^'^ (Here follow the luuues of cotmtiefi.) 

De l^HOCLAMATIONIBUS FAClENDIfi. 

Rex Vicecomiti Ehorum salutem. PrcBcipimus tibi, 
quod statim post recepiionem pre&sentium, in sin^uiia locis 
infra hallivam tuam, tarn infra liber tates quam extra ^ 
wbi moffis expediens videris^ ex parte nMira pvbUcat 
procUmaiitmmJIeri fniWM ti» Kcbq verba : — 

The KiD«*s Howbeit tlie King our Sovereign Lord granted unto 
George, Duke of Oaience, and Richard, Eari of War- 

Warwtek. wick, his pardon general of all offences committ^, and 
done against him, before the feast of Christmas, last 
passed ; trusting thereby to have caused them to have 
ahewed unto him their natural love, aUegiance, and duty; 
and to have aaaisted his Higfaneaa, as wdl in subduing 
(ike) inaurrectaona and reMlioiia» late made against him 
in the eounty of Linoohi, as in all other things eon- 
ceming the surety of his person ; and, in trust that they 
80 would have done according to their promises to him 
made, his said Highness authorized them by his commis- 
■ion under hia great seal to assemble his subjects in 
certain shires, and them to have btoug^ to his said 
Highness, to the intent aforesaid ;j^yet ths said Duke 
and Earl, unnaturally, unkindly, and untruly intending 
his destruction, and the subversion of his realm, and the 
( (iiiHiiuiiweal uf the same ; and to make the said Duke 
King of tills his said lieaim, against God's law, niaus 
law, and ail reason, ^d conscience, dissembled with his 
said Highness, and, under «oknir thereof, falsely and trai- 
teroualy provoked and atirred, as well by .thrir.4m*ingB« 
as otherwise, Sur Robert Welles, kite calling himself 
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Great Captain of the Commons of the said shire of Lin- 
coln, to continue the said insurrections and rebellions, 
and to levy war against him, as they, by the same, so 
did with banners displayed, advanditg tfaj/emselves in 
plaiB battle» until the time hit odd Highness, hj the help 
cf God^ pot them to flight; wherein the said Dnke and 
Eari promised to the said Sir Rohert and Gommona to % 
have given them their assistance to the uttermost of 
their powers, and so would have done, if God haA not 
given unto him the said victory, as the same Sir Robert ^g^j^JJ"" 
Welles, Sir Thomaa De la Lande, Richard Warren, 

' ' Tho«. De la 

and oihen have openly confessed; and shewed before jgj^*^ 
Ml said Highness, the Lords of hk bkiod^ and the mul- 
iitade of Us subjects attending upon him in ha host at 

this time ; which Sir Robert Welles, and the said other 
petty captains, affirmed to be true at their deaths, un- 
compelled, unstirred, or undesired so to do ; and as by 
the confession o£ the said Robert Welles, made under his 
writing and sign mannaly it i^peareth. And after that 
the said Duke and Eari^ undeiatanding and seeing that 
Uns their said Idboms wonld not serre to the performing 
of their false and traitorous purpose, before declared, 
laboured by their N\Tit in l;s and messajifps sent into York- 
shire imto divers persons there, them straitly charfidmr 
to [do] ^ qJ. pRH.bm.donB in their oL 
withovt making mention of hm said Hig^ess, that all 
mauttfir (cf) men npon pain of death shoold come unto 
them^ and give ihem thi^ assoranee in resisting of him; 
whereupon his said Highness sent unto the said Duke 
and Earl, by Garter, King of Arms, summonition and 
warning of their said accusatioDS under his privy seal, 
atraitly diaiging- them to oome unto his said Highness, 
reaaonabljr acoompanied according to ihdr estates, and 
degrees, to answer onto thmr said accusations ; whidi 
to do they presumptuonriy refused, and withdrew them- 
selves, and fled with their fellowship into Lancashire ; so 
as his said Highness with his host for lack of victual 

q2 
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might not follow them, to the intent that they might 

gather his subjects in greater number, and to be able to 
perform their said false, and traitorous purpose, and 
intent ; for the which causes they have deserved to be 
published, as false traitors and rebels, and to have the 
uttermoflt ponition of the law ; yet never the less^ our 
said Sovereign Lord considering the nighneas of blood, 
that they he of unto him, and the tender love, whioh he 
hath afore time borne to them, were tlierefore loath to 
lose (lose) them, if they would submit tlieni {st Ires) to 
Im grace, and put him in surety of their good deuieauing 
hereafter. ; 

Offer of coa. Whorofore our said Sovereign Lord will, and in the 
[moat] straitest wise chargeth, the said iHike and Earl, 

wSSSa^ that they, in their persons, oome in humble and oheisant 
wise, and appear before his His^hness, the twenty eighth 
day of tins present month of Maix-li, Wedne?>«lay next, 
or before, wheresoever he tlten shall be, to answer unto 
the said accusations ; w hich if they vnll so do, and come 
(and) declare themselves not guilty, his Highness will 
he thereof right glad, and have them in his grace and 
fiivour; and if they refuse thus to do, then our said 
Sovereign Lord reputeth, taketli, ;in l declareth them 
as iiis rebels and traitors, willing and straitly chargino; 
all his subjects to do the same, and that none of his 

Their fellow- subjects from that time forth receive them, nor either'of 
them aid, favour, nor assist with meat, drink, nor money, 
nor otherwise, nor none other {person which, after the 
said Duke and Earl have refused to come to our said 
Sovereign Lord as is aforesaid, abideth with them, or 
aideth them, or assistetli in any wise ; but that every 
(one) of the King's subjects put him (self) in effectual 
(€ra)deavour to take the said Duke and Earl, and all others 
«o abiding with them, or aiding or aasisting them, as is 
jibovesaid, and them surely bring to his Hig^ess upon 

Bcwwdfor pain of death; — ^And he that taketh and bringeth the 
said Duke or Eail shall have for his reward ; to him and 
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hk heirs, a hundred pounds worth of his hmd of yearly bensioa or 
value^ or a thousand pounds* in ready moneys at his'^*^ 



election; and for a knight twenty pounds worth of 
land, or a hundred marks in money; and for a squire 

ten pounds worth of his land, or forty pounds in money ; 
and over that cause oui- said Sovereicrn Lord to have him 
and them, so doing, in the more tender iavour of his 
good grace at all times hereafter. 

£t hoc sub periculo incumbenti nuUatenus cmUtas* 
TetU Rege apud Ebanm 24 MartiL 

Similar Proclamations were issued from Nottingham 

and oilier towTis, and had p]dward followed them up with 
the necessary energy to give them effect, and have at- 
tended to the warning voice of the Duke of Burgundy, 
u ho had carefully watched the movements of Clarence, 
and Warwick, he would not have been subjected to the 
singular vicissitude which befel him in the September 
following, by which he lost his kingdom without striking 
a blow, and fled in so miserable a plight tliat he liad not 
whercwitlial to pay his passage." 

The i^l of Warwick on the contrary was iudelatigable Warwick's 
in his exertions to restore Henry to the crown, as will be duct ai 
seen by the following contemporary Account of 

^ Tas Manner and Guiding of the Earl of War- tsioweu 
WICK at Angiers, from the xvth day of July to the ivth ms. BoH, ' 

of August 1470, which dag he departed from Anglers.'' jj^^^ij 

" First, by the mean of the King of France,^ the 
said Earl of Warwick purchased a pardon of the Queen 

The tewird being £100 pert * *'Loide,fi1io dreaded Edmd'i 

annum in land, or .£1000 in money, military abilities, and knew that 
shows the value of land to have j he had puhlicly urged a de^rent in 



been then equal to a ten years' 
purchase. This wai a reward equal 
to jfl 0,000 of present value. 

^ See Uearne's Fragment, p. 26 
et seq., and Wark worth's Cbroni- 
cle» p. lUetteq. 



France, entered earnestly into W ar. 
wiek's plans ; and sought to effect 

a reconciliation between the Earl 
and the (^ueen, without which no- 
thii^ effectual against Edward could 
be aeconplisbed." — {T\amer») 
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Th« Earl*. MftTgaret and of her mm* Second ly, by the said mean 
pr»pa.ia<». ^ tmied (he mmiage the Mid Queen's 8011 oal^ 
Prinoe of Wales, tnd tho Eail of Warwiek*s Beeooa 
Dani^ter. 2illpc0y» there wia appoititod iqpott Us pao^ 

sage over the sea into Enghmd with a puiesance. 

Toueliiiig the first point, the said Queen was right 
difficile {difficulty) and showed to the Kiug of France, 
being present the Duke of Guienne and many others, 
that with the honour of her and hor aon, he, nei^r she, 
QoMii Mar- might [not,] norcoidd [not] pavdon the-nid Eat), which 
JScSh. haUi been the greatest causes of the (all of King Heniy, 
of her, and of their son, and that never of her own cou- 
rage she neither might be contented with him nor pardon 
him. 

Item the said Queen shewed to the King and others 
afmresaid that it should be (a) thing greatlj hmrting and 
prejudicial to the King Henry, her, and her son, to par- 
don the said Earl of Warwiek, [n]or io take party with 

him. And over this, that the King Henr^', she, aiid her 
soil had certain parties am] friends which they might 
lightly lose by this mean, and that should be a thing that 
greatly might grieve tihem, and do them more harm and 
hinderance than the said Earl and his Allies ni%ht bring 
or hear unto them profit or advantage. Wherefoce she 
besought the King that it would please him to leave o% 
or i'uriher to speak or laboui' fur the said pardon, amity, 
or alliance aibresaid." 

The Earl's Excusc and Auswer of the Earl of U^arwick 

unto Queen Margaret^ ^c, ia these two Artkies fol- 
lowing:** 

''The Earl of Warwiek, all these thin gs (hamng) heard, 

said unto the (^ueen that he cuufosscd well, that by his 
conduct and mm the King Henry and she w ere put out of 
the Kealm of England ; but for an excuse and justifica- 
tion thereof, he shewed that the King Heniyand she by 
their false Councel had enterprised the destruetiim of 
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him and his frieods in bo^ and in goods, which he never 
had deserved against ihem. And (to) him aeoned that 
for sQch eanaesy and the great evil will that they have 
shewed him he had a righteous cause to labour their 

undoing and destruction, and that therein he had not 
done but that (which) a nobleman outraged and dis- 
perrcd (impaired) ought to have done. Aiao he said 
over that, and well confessed that he was causer of the 
upsetthig (on the thrmui) of the King of En^and that 
now is; hot now, seeii^ the evil terms that the King 
hath kept (with) him, and cast him out of the Realm, 
and, as much as he hatli been with him in times past, 
now he will be as far contrary, and enemy unto him here- 
after : ' beseeching there the Queen, and the said Prince, 
that so they would take and repute hhn, and foigive him 
thait (whiei) m tim» past he had done and attempted 
against them : offering himself to be bound, by all mait- 
ner of ways, to be their true and faithful subject in time 
to come, and upon that he would set for surety the 
jbLing of France. 9 Whereunto the said King then being 
present i^reed himself to be surety for all the promises 
with good will, praying the said Queen, that at his 
request she would pardon the said^Earl of Warwick, 
shewiniBf the great lore that he had unto him, and that 
he wa8 bouiul and beholden to the said Earl more than 
to any other man, and therefore he would do as much 
and more for him than for any man living." 

*' The Earls of Warwick and Oxford pardoned o/ The Queen 
Qmetn Margaret and of her eon J^rince Edward.^'' ^lyS ckMd 

*^ And so the Queen, thus required by the King, as it 

is said, counselled also by the servants of the King of 



llcy, willingly offered himself to 
Margaret, aa the pledge of tbe 
Earl's fidelity ."—(rttrwer.) 



** '* Loiii';, who despised all feel- 
ings but those cf personal advan> 
Ufe, and who built bis reign on 
ttUbli endsi and nnpriiidpldl po* 



n 
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Treaty of 
marriage 
between the 
Prince of 
Wales and 
Aooe Me- 
▼Uk. 



Sicily her Father, after many treatiee and meetings^ 
pardoned the Earl of Warwick, and so did her son also. 

And after that they pardoned tlie Earl of Oxford being 
with the Earl of Warwick ; to whom tho Qu* ( n said, 
that his pardon was easy to purchase, for slie knew well 
that he and his friends had suffered much [thing] for 
King Henry'a Qnarrels.^ 

** Touching the manner of the Treaty of Marriage be- 
tween the Prince and the Earl of Warmek's second 
daughter^ with the Anewer of Qiuen Margaret^ 

Toucliiug the second point, that is of marriage, true 
it is that the Queen would not in any wise consent 
thereunto for o£fer shewing, or any manner of request 
that the King of France might make her. Some 
times she said that she saw neither honour nor profit 
for her, nor for her son tlie Prince. At others she (a/)- 
ledged tliat and (if) she would, she slumld Hiid a more 
profitable party and of a more advantage with the King 
of England* And indeed, she shewed unto the King of 
France a letter which she said was sent her out of £ng- 
hmd the hist week, hg the which was offered to her son 
MY Lai>t the Pbincbss ; and so the Queen persevered 
fifteen days ere she would any thing mt lud to the said 
Treaty of Marriage, the which finall) , by the means and 
conduct of the King of France and the councilors of 
the King of Sicily being at Anglers, the said marriage 
was agreed and promised; present the King of France 
and the Duke of Guienne, by means of certain articles 
hereafter following." 



^ " Tliere were no prim^sses then 

in England, butKJward'sdaugliters ; 
and of these the eldest only, Eliza- 
beth, could be thought of in such a 
project tt thia. The writer cx- 



pretses himself as if a part of her 

household; and if -n. tins wns aa 
early plan to unite the houbeb of 
York and Lancaster, though by £d» 
ward's depoiitioa."^7WiMr.} 
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** The Oaih of the Earl of Warwick at Angierg TheEnri'* 

■ oath of fealty 

iwarn to King Menry, to Henry vi. 

Firsi^ the Earl of Warwick sware upon the veir^ 
{true) Cross in Saint Mary^s Church of Anglers, that 

without change he shall always hold the party and ai- 
re! of King Henry, and shnll serve him, the (4ueeii and 
the Prince, as a true and iaithful subject oweth to serve 
his Sovereign Lord. 

" The Oath of the King of France^ and of his Brother, Theo»th.of 
and of the Queen Margaret. a^iLn m^. 

garet, etc. 

*' Item, tlie King of France, and his Brother, clothed in 
canons robes in the said Church of Saint Marv, sware 
tliat they should help, bear and sustain to their power 
the said Earl of ^^^ar^vick holding the said quarrel of 
Henry. And after this the said Queen sware and pro- 
mised from henceforth to [en]treat the said Earl as true 
and faithful to King Henry here, and the Prince, and for 
the deeds })assed never hei eaftcr to make him reproach. 

** Itejti, in treating the foresaid marriage, it wa<; pro- 
missed and accorded that after the recovery of the 
Realm of England, for and in the name of the said King 
Henrj, he holden and avouched for {as) King, and the 
Prince for Regent and Governor of the said Realm/ my 
Lord of Clarence shidl have all the lands that he had 
when he departed out of England, and the Duchy of 
York, and many others, and the Earl of Warvvick his, 
and others named in the appointment/' 



Touching the time when the Marriage shall be put inninewiMo 

the 1 • — 



tcre*^ (prtictice)" shautake 

pUce. 

'* Item that from thence forth the said daughter of the 
Earl of Warwick shall be put and remain in the hands 
and keeping of Queen Margaret, and also that the said 



*^ Ure, is need in this aignificatioa by Hooker. 
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luarriage shall not bo perfected to {till) the Earl of 
Warwick had been with an tarmj over the Sea into 
England, and that he had reoovered the reahn of £ng^ 
knd in tha moat part thereof for the King Hemy. 
Many other points were spoken of in the said Treaty of 
Marriage which were over long to {be) put in writing. 

The French *♦ Tht oid of the Freuck King, for the fOMiage of ike 

Touching the point concemmp: the £ari of Waiv 
irick'a paaaage, truth it is that the £arl every day gave 
to undeffBtand«and yet doth to the Kmg of Fruioe, that 
he hath Letters often fitnn Lords of En^and contanung 

that as soon as lie shall be landed there, he shall have 
more than fifty thousan'l fii^diters at bis commandment; 
wherefore the said Earl promised the King that if he 
would help him with a few folk, ships and money, he 
shall pass over the sea without any delay, and upon these 
his words and promises to th6 King, he hath spent and 
daily spendeth ^cat sums of money for entertaining 
the state of hiiu aiid liis*, and beside that, hath helpen 
in victual for bis ships of sixty-six thousand scutes, 
^nt^ining two thousand fiank {French) archers, 
etc . 

Of the following letter says Stowe, divers copies 
were made and set upon the Standard ill Cheap, upon 
the stulpes on London bridge, and upon divers church 

doors ill London, and in other places of England, bi fore 
the coming in and landing of the naid Duke and Earl 
out of France, to the enlarging oi King Henxy out 
of the Tower of London, and to the upsetting him 



" The origiiMl of ClwriM 

Duke of Ohaieiine's engagement to 
assist TIenry the Sixth, Queen Mar- 
garet, and Edward Prince of Wales, 
approving ■]«> of tbe nirrioge of 



tiio Priaoe with the Earl of War. 

wick's daughter, signed by himself 
at Angiers, July 30th, 1470, is still 
preserved ia the Cottonian MS. 
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again unto hia estate and dignity royal in the time of 
itidiaid< Lee, grooear, then beii^ Mayors the whidi took 
doivii the aaid letten, and would not anfiar them tp be 
o|Miilf known, nor seen to the eenmiona.^ 

George Duke of Clari^nc k ^3 and Lobd op Rich- {Siove** 

-r» T-i w CI Tramcrijtit, 

MOND, AND KlCHARI>, HiARL OF VV AJt\\ [rK AND SALISBURY, No. &43, 

Great Chamberlain of England arid Caj^tain of Calait, ^^^"'^^^ 
to the womlupfid^ duereet^ amd irus Commons of JE^^ c^me^ 
lamii griuimg. It k we doubt not niotariiy (notoriously) ^^^^ 
and openly known unto you all, how unogurteonsly that amc*. 
in late days we hare been entreated, taken and aeeepted 
for the true hearts, tender zeals, loves and affections that 
God knoweth we have ever borno and entcnd before all 
things earthly, to the weal of the Crown and the adr 
Tancing of the Common Weal of England; and for re- 
IKTOTing of fidsehood and oppiession of the poor people ; 
Ood and our deeds our Judge. Estcanged afao timre* 
fbre fipom our friends and livelihood not (a) little, and 
from the land and natural jilace of our births, by the 
false means and subtle dissimulations of such certain The King'* 

IT" -1111 favoorite* 

eevetous and seditious persons, as have guided and. been 
about the estate Royal of the Realm, which have ever 
had amore particukir zespect to their own singnlar and 
insatiable eovetousneas, and to the magnifying of their 
friends and adherents, than they have had to the Majesty 
Royal, or to the things pubiick of the true commonality 
of the Realm ; as daily and hourly is now by their deeds 
pioved amongst you by experience, to the great hurt, 
impoverishing and the utter destruction of yon and the 
Realm, like to be aliened and govenied by atnngm 
ontivard nations if the said covetous persons may rule as 



W " In this address, it ii mani- 
fest, that the; attempted to delude 
duir supporten iBto • bdief, that 
they intended no personal attack 
upon Edward, but only on his ob- 
noxious friends ; and it was this 
dneeptioBt whith dethraiMd Umt 



for they wha would have foupht 
zealoasljfor his person and crown» 
would notoppoM thote whom, they 
thooi^t, iriibed to pmteM Us 

reformation, and better 
ment.' * — ( Turner.) 
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they have done; and never liki(/^) to be recovered 
without God h help; the most lameutable and piteous 
thing to be abhorred witii every true christian man dread- 
ing God, or loving the weak of his Realm and his neigh* 
boitn, that ever waa. We, therefore, established and 
stead&stly persevering in our old customs, bearing and 
having faithfully toward the said Crown and common 
weal of England as fervent zeal, love and affection as 
ever we had, begrudging of tlie great enormities and 
inordinate impositions, contrary to law and all good 
customs, newly laid upon you, and also greatly sorrow- 
ing and abhorred of the cruel and detestable tyranny, the 
vengeful murder and manslaughter reigning among you* 
Wherefore we intend, by the Grace of God, and the help 
of every well di.sj)osed man, in right sliort time, to put 
US in deboure {endeavour) to tlie uttermost of our 
powers, to subdue and put under falsehood and oppres- 
sion ; chastise and punish the said covetous persons in 
perpetual example to all others ; and to set right and 
justice to (in) their places, to see them equally ministered 
and indifferently, without mede (reward) or dread, as 
they ought to be, and to reduce and redeem for ever 
the said liealin from thraldom of all outward nations, 
and make it as free within itself as ever it was hereto- 
fore. And for the furthering and more perfect perfor- 
mmg hereof, we call first to our aid, help and assistance 
of Almighty God, his blessed Mother and glorious Virgin 
Saint Mary, with all tlie whole Company of Heaven; 
secondly the blessed and holy Martyr Saint (ieorge, our 
patron, and every true PiUglishman dreading God, loving 
his realm and the weal of his neighbours ; and thirdly 
we shall for our discharges in that behalf both against 
God and man, put us in our uttermost duty, that we can 
or may; and thereupon jeopard (iz^) both our lives, 
bodies, and goods. Tn witness whereof to this uur 
writing we have put our bigncts, and &ubijcnbed it with 
our own hands." 
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Upon the receipt of this letter, king Edward sent 
the following suninioiis to the Duke of Clarence and the 
Earl of Warwick : 

" Brother we (Aave) been informed how ye have ^f^^'^^f, 
labouned, contrary to natural kindnees and duty of aUe- JS^f^i^] 
giance^^^ divers matters of great i^iai^ {weight) and also ^^.i .^^epi, 
how Proclamations have been made in your name and of 
our cousin of AN'arwick, to assemble our liege people, no 
mention made of Us. Furthermore letters missives sent 
in like manner for like cause. Howbeit, we will not for- 
get that i^hich)^ to us appertaineth, and that is to call 
you to your declaration in the same, and to receive you 
thereunto if ye will come, as it fitteth a liege man to come 
to hn sovereign lord in humble wise ; and if ye so do, in- 
diffcrence and equity shall be by us well remembered, 
and so as no reasonable man, godly disposed, shall more 
think, but that we shall [en]treat you according to your 
nighness of blood and our laws. Wherefore, our dispo- 
sition thus plainly to you declared. We will, and charge 
you, upon the faith and truth that ye naturally owe to 
bear unto us, and upon pain of your allegiance that ye, 
departing your fellowship iii all haste, after the sight of 
this, adres.-!* yuu to our presence humbly and measureably 
accompanied, and so as is convenient for the cause above- 



*• Com mines gives an insight I 
into the intrigues of the period, i 
*' About this time," be says, "a I 
lady of the bomehold of tbe | 
Duchess of Clarence came to France, i 
who brought secre*^ overtures of 
peace from King Edward." — ** The 
aeeret, with wideh this lady was 
entrusted, was to remonstrate with 
Clarence that he should not cause 
the destruction of his own bouse, 
hf aiding to replace tiie avtboritsr 
of that of Lancaster ; that he should 
consider their ancient enmity and 
offences ; and that he would easily 
perceive by the Earl's having mar- 
ried his daughter to the Prinrr of i 

'Wales, it was, no doubt, his i|iteu- | 



tion to make him IBog, and had 
already paid homage to him." — • 
" And 80 well did this lady execute 
her nuMloii, tint the Duke of Cla- 
rence promised to side again with 
bis brother, when he should have 
returned to England.*' — {Comn 
mines, p. 190.) This secret iinder* 
standing was kept up by the King 
and his brother during the exile of 
the former, till they were publicly 
reeooeiled at Warwielc ; for In tlie 

contemporary account, given at 
page 50, will be seen the various 
means employed during the whole 
period, to aooompUsh this ol^ect, 
by the different members of the 
Royal Family. 
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Mid; letting yoa weet (hnaw) that if je do not so, bat 

continue the unlawful assembly of our people in pertur- 
bation and contempt of our peace and corniiiandinent, we 
must proceed (that (which) we were loath to do) to the 
punishment of jou, to the grievous example of all other 
(of) our 8id)ject8. Upon the which if then foilow may 
efiiBm of Ghristiaa blood of our aobjecte of this onr 
Reahn, we take God and our bleaaed Lady, Saint George, 
and all the Saints in Heaven to our witness, that ye be 
only charged with the same, and not We. 

Given, ete. 

To our brother Chirence;^ and the 

like Letter (muiaiU nmtandU) " to 

theEntofWarwiek.** 

This Letter," says Sir Henn' Ellis, *' is again fol- 
k>wed by the Proclamation whit li was i&sued by the 
Duke and Earl upon their landing ; the form of the safe 
eondnets whieh they granted ; ihr Articles of ad- 
wtiaement aent by the Prince to the £ail of Warwick^ 
his firilier>]ii-law to be shewn to King Heniy, for e»* 
taUishing a new Oooncil and Household; the latter 
upon a reduced scale. The following is the last of these 
articles ; ' Item forasmuch as the King is now in great 
poverty, and may not yet sustain the expenses of so 
great a household m he kept sometime, nor he is yet 
purveyed of veasel and other hostlements of hoosehold 
honourable and convenient for him, and abo his costs 
now upon establishment will be greater than any man can 
certainly esteem, it is thought good that it will please his 
Hipfhness to lorbear all this first year the keepini^ of his 
worshipful and great Household ; and be in all that time 
in such a sure place or places, as his most noble Grace 
can think best for his health and pleasaace, with little 
(few) people, and without resuming and taking again in 
aJl that year of the servants of his old household, but 
such as necessity shall cause lum. For if he take witliin 
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ihat time any of them, the mmaimte (rimouufar) irill 
grudge for their aliMiice ; and alio they thai he (toAe) 

be thus taken will not leave importune {importunity) to 
}iavp uato them all, their old fellowship, which shall be 
nuytull (hurtful) and great noye (hurt) to hiniseif and to 
all those that shall be about him for that year/ . 

Having knded in August 1470,^^ Warwick threw off 
the maaky and openly prodaimed his intention nf let 
atoring Heni^ the Sixth, hia fi>rnier letter, aent .fimn 
abroad, having studiously avoided all mention of a per- 
sonal attack upon Edward. He iuuuediately issued this 
Proclamation : 



"JESVS. MARIA.. JOHANNES. 

- • . The moat noUe and Christian Prinoe, our amt (Charl. Ant. 
dread jSbmeign Lord, King Hany the Sixth, very true ^rTiio!^' 



XVII. 



nntn 



ttbted Kinip of Eniriand and of France, now beinc^ in qmtedhvMr, 

the hands of his rebels, aiid (of) grreat eneiiiv, Ldsvard, Prociamatioa 

" in f ;iv( lur of 

late the Earl of Marche, usuq^er, oppr< saor, and destroyer Heary swA. 
of our said Sovereign Lord, and of the noble blood of the 
realm of England, and of the true coannons of the aaoMy 
by hia nnaehievouB and inordinate new founded lawa and 
ordinances inconvenient, to the uttermost destruction of 
the good commons of the said realm of En^nd ; if it so 
should continue for the reldiniiition whereof, in ^special 
for the commonweal of all the said realm, the right high 
and mighty Prince George, Duke (of) Clarence, Jasper, 
Earl Pembroke, Richard, Eadl of Warwick, and 
John, Earl of Oxford, as veiy and true ftitiifid^eouBiBa, 
subjects, and liege men to our said sovereign Lord King 
Harry the Sixth, by sufficient authority committed unto 
theiii in this behalf, by the whole voice aiui assent of the 
Most Noble Princess Margaret, Queen of England, (and 
the Right High and Mighty Prince Edward,) at this 
time being Queen,^^ . unto this reahn to put them in their 



" In a letter dated kngt. 5th, 
Sir John Paston writes : ** the 
Idtrd* Qarenra mod Warwick wiU 



essay tn hnd in Eof UumL every d*j, 
as folks iear." 
^ Tbtti in the MS. 
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most uttermoBt [enjdeavour to deliver our said Sovereigtt 
Lord out of hia great captivity, and danger of his ene- 
mies, unto his liberty, and by the grace of God to rest 

him in his iioyal cstau, and crown of this his said realm 
of England, and ri'i'urm .... and amend all the great 
mischievous oppressions, and ail other inordinate abuses^ 
now reigDing in the said realm, to the perpetual peace, 
prosperity, to the common wdiiare of this realm. Also 
it is fully concluded and granted that all mail men within 
the realm of England, of what(eiwr) estate, de^ee, 
condition that they be of, l)e fully pardoned of all man- 
ner {of) trea.'^uu or troKpass imagined or done, in any 
manner of wise contrary to their legeyns, (allegiance) 
against our sovereign Lord the King, the Queen, and 
my Lord the prince^ before the day of coming and entry 
of the said Duke and Earls in this said realm ; so that 
they [>ut them in their uttermost [en]deavonr, and at 
this time draw them to the company of the said Duke and 
En l is, t o lielj) and to fort ify tliem in their purpose and 
journey; except such persons as be capital enemies to 
our said Sovereign Lord, without punishment of the 
which, good peace and prosperity of this realm cannot 
be had ; and except all such as at this time make any 
resistance against the said Duke and Earls, or any of 
them, or of their company. Also the said Duke and 
Earls, in the name and behalf of our said Sovereign 
Lord, King Harry the Sixth, charging and commanding 
that all manner of men, that be between sixteen years 
and fifty, incontinently and immediately after this proda- 
mation (be) made, be ready, in their best array defen- 
sible, to attend and await upon the said Duke and Earls, 
to assist them in their jouruty, to the intent afore re- 
heai'sed, upon pain of death and ibrlciture of all tliat 
they (may forfeit) within the realm of England, except 
such persons as be visited with sickness, or, with suck 
noune (not of) power that they may not go*^ 
(CbtMniMt, Within five or six days after the landing of the Eari 
p. iw.) Warwick, he found himseU all powerful, and within a 
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few mfles of KinjD^ Edward, who still had eonmderahle 

forces."" And furtlicr on he ^avs, "one evil is always 
followed by aiK^ther. Fifteen days ago Edward was in 
full power, and had aiiy one told him that the Karl of 
Warwick should drive him from the throne, and within 
eleven days obtain the dominion, he would have laughed 
at him, as he did at the Duke of Burgundy's expending 
his money in defending the seas against him, saying : 
let him but land, and then 1 shall Jiavc nothing to 
fear.*' Edward, however, having been forced to Hy 
to the continent, Warwick's Proclamation of the re- 
atoration of King Henry the Sixth, made Clarence 
aware of the false step he had taken, and assisted to 
p&ve the way to the ultimate reconciliation of the 
brothers. 



CHAPTER V. 

The JRmfol Brothers^ Edward IV, George, Duke of 

Clarence, and Richard the Third, 

Thk events subsequent to the flight of Edward into i>i»tjuie8bc- 

HoUand, — hia return, reconciliation with Clarence, and reocc and 

OJoQontw* 

reconquest of the country ; the Battles of Bamet, and 
•Tewkesbury ; the Deaths of Warwick, Edward, Prince 
of Wales, and Henry VL, aU followed in rapid sucoes- 
«ion, and have been ahready fully detailed.^ His nego- 

ciations for the internal welfare of the country, it's 
coniHu:rcial prosperity, and the reduction of taxes ; liis 
treaties of l^eace with Scotland and France, and of 
Alliance with Burgundy and Bretagne, have also been 
related in the preceding pages. 



> See Fleetwood's MS., wherein all fcheae eventt are detailed frith the 

uiauteaesa of an eye-witueia* 
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Richard de. Tho dfiflth of tiic EbiA of Warwiek, and the Prince of 
amI2mS?u« Wales gave rise to Edward^s youngest brother, the Duke 

of Gloucester, demanding the hand of the Lady Arnie 
Neville, the daughter of the former, and betrothed^ of 
the latter, in marriage. The immense proj>erty of the 
Earl of Warwick had been derived from two sources, 
hie inheritance from hia &ther, the Earl of Salisbury, 
and the poeeeeaknis of hia wife, Anne, sole h^reea of the 
princely eatatea and revenues of the Beauchamps. Since 
the death of her husband she had taken sanctuary at 
{j>a$t(m Let. Beverlcv, and liad been " conveyed northward by Sir J. 
p. 14ft.) * Tyrrel, men say hy the Kingi assent, whereto some men say^ 
that the Duke of Clarence is not agreed.** This lacfy was 
the undoubted heiress to the property of her father and 
late brother, and entitled to the dower settled upon her 
by her late husband. Nevertheless herclaims were entirely 
overlooked, and to obtain a portion of the immense 
wealth of the Nevilles was now the chief cause of 
Richard, Duke of Gloucester, seeking the alliance with 
the sister of his brother^s wife. Clarence, in right of his 
wife, sought to daim the whole of the inheritance ; whilst 
Gloucester determined to create as good a title to it 
by marrying the Lady Anne. To prevent this darence 
disguised and concealed her ; but Richard, having found 
^Jjj^i"* her, in the dre«s of a menial, had her conveyed to the 
{Cro^LCont, sauctuary of St. Martin's-le-Graiid, for greater security. 

The King then expostulated with Clarence on his con- 
^!?!7^a du yfihisik the latter, forgetting both equity and his 
K^i '» pro^' honour, replied : may tBtU ham my Lady^ Mfla^ 
lV2im Let. «a-^<fw» ^ 9hall part no Kffelikood/* Matters con- 

#M«pToLii. tinued in tliis state for some time, and from the Paston 
p. w./ 

Letters we glean that it was more than probable that 



' It Js clear from the MS. quoted 
at page 233, that, what is usaally 
tfirmed the, marriage of the Priaoe 
of Walei irith tlw ImAj Anne 



Neville, wai only a conditkMul 

betrothraent. See also TunMr't 
Middle Agea, vol. iu. p. 327» 
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both parties would resort to arms to bring this quarrel a.d. 1474. 
to an issue. 

In 14-73 Sir Jolui Paston writes thus: "The King EdwardukM 
hath sent for his grealrseal ; some say, we shall have a sea/wSi 
new Chancellor^ but some think, that the King doth as he (.Padm Let. 
did at the last fields, he wiU have the Seal with him> but p. w.) 
this day Doctor Morton, Master of the Rolls, rideth to 
the King, and beareth the seals with him." It was al- 
ways Edward's practice to carry the great-seal with hiiu 
in the Civil wars to prevent its falhng into improper 
hands. In the same letter the cause of his doing so on 
this oecasioii is hinted at, for the world seeing queasy 
(umeitUd) here ; for the most part (thet/) thai be about 
the King have sent hither for then* Harness^ and it (is) 
said for certain, that the Duke of Clarence maketli him 
(self) h]g in that he can, shewing that he would but 
(merely) deal with the Duke of Gloucester; but the 
King intendeth, in eschewing all inconvenience, to be as and deter, 
big as ihey both* and to be a stiffler atween them ; and ^ffleVbe.*" 
some men think, that under this, there should be some ^^"^ 
other thing intended, and some treason conspired.** 

The Duke of Glouceistor, however, uUinKiioly married Marriage of 
the Lady Anne without th(' Dukr df ("laieiice\s cun.sent, 
and by the mediation of the Kiug matters were appa> 
rently amicably adjusted, though as will be seen in the 
sequel* the brothers never after looked upon each other 
with aflhction. 

The following acts of Parliament settled the division 
of the property. **Thc King by the common consent, (/'rynn*'* 
granteth, that George Duke of Clarence, and Isabel, his ocrST)^* 
wife, and Richard Duke of Gloucester, and Anney his of the pra» 
wife, daughters and heirs to fiichard Neville, late £arl 
of Warwick, and daughters and heirs apparent to Anne 
Countess of Warwick, shall enjoy to them, and to the 
heirs of their said wives, all the hereditaments belonging 
to the said Anne, in such wise as if the said Anne were 
dead; and that their said wives should be of blood to 

r2 
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the said Anno, and enjoy all bcnofits accordingly, and the 
said A line therefore for ever barred. 

That the said Dukes and their wives, and the heirs of 
their said wivea, may make partition of the premises to 
be good in Law ; and that the said Dukes, or either of 
them, overbuying his wife, shall during his life enjoy her 
property. 

** That all alienations, diseontinuances, charges, and 
incmnbrances, suflered by any of the said Dukes, or their 
wives, to debar the other of their said properties, to be 
utterly void." 

^ 7%ai if the said Ihtke of Gloucester be at any time 
after divorced from the said Anne, after newly her mar- 
riage, and suffer any such incumbrdJices, an abovef to be 
void. And further^ if the said Duke Richard, upon such 
divorce, doth the uttermost ^ to be reconciled during his 
wife's life, that then after the eleath of his said toife^ he 
shall enjoy her property, A provision that the said 
Dukes, and their wives, might exchange with the Kin^ 
the Lordship, Manor, and Wapentake of Chesterfield 
and Scumsdalc with the a|»purtenance8 in the same.'' 

** At the Petition of Richard, Duke of Gloucester, 
the King spareth the attainting of John Neville, late 
Marquis Montacute,'^ and by authority of Parliament 
giveth to the said Duke, and to the heirs of his body, 
sundry honours, Baronies, Castles, Manors, and other 
hereditaments which late were Richard Neville's late 
Earl of W ai wiek's. 

"The like estate, by authority of Parliament, the 
King giveth to his brother George Duke of Clarence, 
of and in the Manors of Clavering with the appurtenance 



There wati some informality in 
the marriage, which may be Inferred 
frnm the whole of thle paMage 
printed in Italics. 

* •* To preclude any claim from 
4he «m of the Marquis of Monta- 



gue, Warwick's brother^ it was 
enacted that Clarence and Glon- 

cestt-r, niul flicir heirs, should en- 
joy certain latui*, the formpr pro- 
perty of the Earl, us long as there 
should exist any male iiane of the 
body oftfaeMarqnia."— (XJktpflnf.) 
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111 i^ssex, and Mantion, or Mcason called the Harher a.d, 14?4.. 
and two Houses adjoining thereto in Loadoo, which late 
were the said Earls of Warwick," 

Thus ended this pecuniaiy struggle of the brothers in {Cnyiand 
1474i, but the Croyland Doctor obexes this dissention h^o 
was an incurable aflkir.^ 

We now come to the daikust blot in the character of a.d. uic. 
Edward. He had never forgiven Clarence his treason Quarrel of 
when he joined the Earl of Warwick. The recent dis- ciweace. 
putes respecting the property of the great Earl though 
apparently settled to the satisfaction of all parties, still 
rankled in the breasts of each of the brothers. Shortly 
after his return from France, the King resumed several 
Royal grants, fornicrl} made to Clarence, upon which the 
Duke began to withdraw himself, by degrees, from the 
Jving's Court and Conncil. Being now a widower, (for 
after the birth of her third child, the Duchess fell into 
a state of debility,^ which carried her o£^ within two ^^eath of the 
months,) he resided chiefly upon his estate, attending to 
the education of his son Edward, the unfortunate Earl of 
Warwick, who was l)asely nmrdered by the heartless 
Henry, in November 14.99, after having been kept a 
prisoner in the Tower for fourteen years, his only crmie 
consisting in his being the last of the Plantagenets. 

It was at this period that the Duke of Burgundy was ciarence 
killed at tJie Battle of Nanci, and his immense posses- l!^^*hfs 
sions devolved on Mary, his only daughter. *• Her mo- of Buijundj. 
ther," says the Croyiaud Chronicle, sought to wed her 



^ Anckenett Twymlowe, one of 
her female servants, was tried, con> 
demned, and ezeented on the ehn^ 
of having administered poison to the 
Duchess. The injustic<^ of the sen- 
tence was afterwards acknowledged 
bj ParUament, for, ** at the Petition 
of Roger Twyndowe, Esquire, cou 



Anckenett, the judgement, and pro- 
cess had against the said Anckenett 
at Ware, Anno 16. E. 4. for poison- 
ing of Isabel, late the wife of George 
Duke of ClarencOf la utterly re* 
pealed." 

•* It ii to be noted, that the said 
Anckenett Fiiffered death for the act 



sin and heir of Anckeneft Twyn- aforesaid ;it Ware, whose indictment, 
dowe, late wife of William Xwyn- i aad pruceiis thereoa, is annexed to 
dowe, Esquire, deceased ; viz. son of the record.''--(i>»yitiM'« Tbwwr iZe- 
John, son of the said William and ' conb, p. 703.) 
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A.». i47i. to the Duke of Clarence, who had always been her favou- 
rite brother.'^ The Queen solicited the King to second 
her views in fovoor of her brother, the Earl Biveis, and 
Edward, jealous of the power which the poeaesBion of 
Burgundy would confer upon his brother, whose am- 
bition he dreaded, readily acquiesced, but his offer was 
repulsed with distlaiii hy Margaret. This decided oppo- 
sition to Clarence's wishes on the part of the iving led 
to a greater estrangement between the brothers, and 
from an allusion in a letter of Sir John Paston's, dated, 
Feb. 14th 1476» it is probable that it was considered 
likely to lead to an open rupture. 

(pQthn Lei. " TV John Pasttmy Etquirty ai Ncrwieh^ in haste, 

ters, vol. H. 

p. MA.) I recommend me to you, letting you weet, that yester- 
day hc<rmi the great Council, to which all the Estates of 
the Land shall come [to], but if (vnlesg) it be for great 
and reasonable excuses; and I suppose the chief cause 
of this Assembly is, to commune what is best to do, now 
upon the great change by the death of the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, and for the Keeping of Calais, and the Marches, 
and for the preservation of the Amities taken lately, as 
well with France, as now with the members of Flanders ; 

Threatened wheTcto I doubt not thorc shall be in all haste both the 
Dukes of Clarence and Gloucester, whereof I would lliat 
my brother Edmund wist. ... I hear this day great 
likelihood that my Lord Hastings shall hastily go to 

Calais with your Company It seemeth that 

the world is cUl quavering, it will reboil somewhere^ so 
that I deem young men shall be cherished, take your 
heart to you I 

I fear that I cannot be excused, but that I shall forth 

with my Lord Hastings over the Sea, but I shall send 
you word in haste, and if I go, 1 hope nut to tauy 
long 

John Paston, Knight. 
London^ Friday y Feb* 14. 1466. 
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At tbe Cknmoil alhided to in the above letter, vigorous a.d.1477. 
measures were recommended to be adopted against Louis 
tbe Eleventh, whose troops were already overrunning the 

inheritance of Edward's niece. Edward, however, had (OmmiHet, 
no mind to Involve himself in a new war. The 50,000 Artnucoa- 

d'lct of 

crowns being also punctually paid him by the French ^^•^ 
King, softened his heart, and hindered him from con- 
cerning himself in that affiur* Besides, his ambassadors 
were always bribed, entertained so nobly, and left the 
Freneh court so well satisfied, that no exceptions could 
he taken, though tlie aiL-^wer uf Louin was always uncer- 
tain, in order to gain time, assuring them, that in a few 
days he would send an embassy of his own, tliat would 
satisfy their master in every point." Accordingly we hu 
find the French King continued his conquest of ^^^^f^^^^ 
orpban'^s territory, and on the 14th of April, 1477» Sir ^f^°j- ^ 
John Pasion thus writes from Calais : ^* the French 
King hath gotten many of the towns of the Duke of 
iiurgimdy, as St. Quinten, Ahbeville, M(iiitr( nil ; and takes st. 
now of late he hath gotten Bethune and Hedynge ^j'^'^^^^^'^'Ji 
{Headen) with the Castle there, which is one of the SSSS!!!*'"** 



most regal castles in the world ; and on Sunday, at even, 
the Admiral of France, laid siege at Boulogne; and this 
day, it is said, that the French King shall come thither; 

and this night it is said, that there wa^a a vision seen 
about the walls ui' lioulogne, as it had been a woman with 
a marvellous light ; men deem that our Lady there, will 
show herself a Lover to the town : God forefend that it 
were French; it were worth 40,000i^. that it were 

English." And in another letter, from Sir 

Edward Bedingfield,^ dated Aug. 17th, "the French 
King lieth at Siege at St. Omers, on the one side of the 
town a mile off, but he liath no great ordnance there ; ('Wrf. p.m.) 
and they of the town skirmish with them every day, and 



• Sir Edn ind Bedingfield was 
created a Knight of tlie Bath, at tbe 
CorooalioBof Richard the Third. Ue 



was highly in favour with Henry VII. 
who paid him a Royal Visit at Ox- 
burgb, in Norfolk. He died in 1496. 
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A.D, im, keep a passage half a mfle without the town ; and the 
French Kmg^ hath hrenned (bwrnt) all the towns and 

fjiir aljbies, tliat were that way about St. Omers, and 
also the corns, which are there. 
Bmn^Ctn. And also, as it is said for certain, the French iiing 
hath burned Gasaell, that is my old Lady of Burgundy^a 
•Tointure, and aU the Country thereabout, whereby die 
hath lost a great part of her livelihood ; and that is a 
shrewd token tliat he nieaneth well to the King,' our 
Sovereign Lord, when he intendeth to destioy her. 
crevtecor Moreov'or Sir Philip de Crevecoeur hath taken them 
rraf. that were in Fynes within this four days to the number 
of fourteen persons, and the remanent were fled, and he 
had them to the French King, and he hath burnt all 
the place, and pulled down the Tower, and a part of the 
wall, and destroyed it. Ami as it is said, if the French 
King cannot got St. Omers, that he interuleth to bring 
his Army through these Marches into Flanders, where- 
Meamiros of fore my Lord hath do broken (ordered to be broken) 
all the passages, except Newham Bridge, which is 
watched, and the Turnpike shut every night. 

And the said French King within these three days 
railed greatly of my Lord to Tiger Poursuivant openly 
before two hundred of his folks ; wherefore it is thought 
here, that he would feign a quarrel to set upon this town 
if he might get advantage. And as I understand, the 
Archduke Enipcror^s son is married at Ghent as this day, and there 
Sobnt.*" came with him but four hundred Horse, and I can hear 
of no more that be coniiiii; in certain ; and in money he 
brought with him a hundred thousand ducats, which is but 



' " Edward, soothed with the hope ' with bini. Edward did not disdain 
of his daughter's aggraudizemeut, < the partition ; but wished Picardy, 
looked on without any other inter- \ whioli adjoined Calais, instead of 

ference than sending ambassadors to ' F!anders and Brabant, that had to 



mediate u peace fur Burgundy. Louis 
•poke kindly, andtreatM them mag- 
nifioentij; but instead of abstaining 
from the gratification of liis ambi- 
tioii,invited Edward toEhare thespuil 



be coQCj^ucred, for bis part. Louia 
prefBired Kcardy for die same rea- 
hons which made the King of Eng> 
land deaire it."— CIWtmt.) 



Digitized by Google 



OF EDWARD lY.] THB RBIGN OV BDWARD IT. 



249 



A small thing ia regard for that he hath to do ; where- a.d. 1477. 
fore I fear me sore, that Flanders will be lost ; and if St. 
Omere be won, all is gone in my conceit ; nevertheless 
they say there should come great power after the Em- 
peror's son, but I believe it not, because they have been 
so lonpr of coming." 

By her marriac^ with the Archduke Maximilian Ma ry Marriage of 
of Burgundy was provided with a natural protector, by BuSaDdT* 
whose means her country was preserved from utter anni- 
hiktion. About the same period that these events took 
place upon the continents the animonty between the ^^^riher 

* * rupture b*- 

Kinff and Clarence increased to such a decfree, as to de- 

^ . . riarence and 

stroy the slidit remains of fraternal atfcction which still ^''^ Ring — 
existed between thcni. W hile thev were thus irritated ^^"Jjfj^^. 
against each other,^ says Lingard, whether it were the 
effect of accident, or a preparatory step to the ruin of 
C]arenee» Staoey, one of lus clergymen, was accused of 
practicing the art of magic, and of melting certain images 
of lead to accelerate the death of the Lord Beauchamp. 
On the rack he named as his aecoinpHce Thomas Bur- 
dett, a gentleman of the Duke's household. They were * ' 
arraigned together before the judges and most of the 
temporal peers ; and after a short trial were condemned Execution of 
and executed. But on the 8caffi>ld both protested BunSitT 
against the sentence: Clarence® immediately professed Clarence de- 
himself the champion of their innocence : and the next 
day Dr. Goddard, an eminent divine, was introduced by 
him into the council chamber to depose to their dying 



The act of attainder, in 1477, I 
after mentionitie the previous con- ' 
doct which the Kiof; liad forgiven, 
aocQied him *'of contriving the 
destruction of tlu* Kinj;; and his is- 
SHP, to subvert the government; of 
cauitiitg his servants to sow sedition; 
of giving his reUdnera mooey to as- 
semble the people, and feast them 
on venison dinners ; and to persuade 
them that his esquirt', Bardett bud 
been wrotiKfoUy put to death ; of 



saying that the King poisoned hii 
stibj<'cts by necrom«nry ; and de- 
claring that the King wa9 illegtti' 
maUt from the iooontfaioiioy of bit 

mother, Hn«l had taVeii his livelihood 
from him, and intended to consume 
him as a candle perishes in burning ; 
of iodncing several of the King's 
subjects to swear fealty to hitnself ; 
and of attempting to get a strange 
child into his etstle to piss for his 
son/*— (7\inifr.) 
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A.P.1477. declarations. When these particulars, exaggerated per- 
haps by officious frieiids, had he^ communicatod to 
Edward, he hastened from Windsor to London, sent for 
the Duke, upbraided him with insulUng the administnir 

tion of justice, and in the presence of the mayor and 
sherifife committed him to tlie Tower." 

The bill of attainder, in the Parliamentary Kolls, a 
long and laboured document, put forth by the King him- 
self has been ahready qaoted.^ At the trial £dward 
appeared in person as prosecutor, and the peers, per* 
suaded by the eloquence of the Royal accuser, pronounced 
Clarence guilty ; and the Duke of Buckingham, who had 
been sworn in Lord High Steward for the occasion 
passed the sentence of death upon him. Immediately 
after this, the sentence on Anekenett Tvfyndowe was 
reversed,' and the Commons petitioned the Kii^ to exe- 
cute justice on his brother. In th€ Bome parlkment aU 
the acts patnd during the ihcrt restoratum of King 
lleury the Sixth were repealed ; and tlic young Duke 
of Bedford, George Neville^ son of the Marquis of 
A.D. 1471, Montague, to whom the Princess Elizabeth had been 
(PaH^'Siiu, originally affianced, was deprived of his title, on the pre- 
p? i».) tence that he had not an income equal to the support 
of it. 

Edward was averse to carry out the sentence, but the 

servile parliament, now urged on by the family of the 
Queen, represented to him " that juHticc was a virtue of 
the Most High, which the King was bound to follow, 
first, for his awn security ; secondly, for the defence of 
the Church; and thurdly for the public good.*' On the 
Eieciid«i«f 17th of February 1478 it was reported that the Duke 
iiMiS!1r4ra. had died in the Tower, and the Orayland historian, the 



• •* Whereas the King had created 
George Nevil, the son of John Ne- 
tU, late Marquess of Montacute, 
and mad« him Duke of Bedford, tbe 
King, by anUiority of Burliament, 



revoketh the sidd Creation, and all 
titles of honour, as well from t>'*» 
said George, and from the said 
John.'* — {Prynii^4 Tow«r Jte- 
eardtJ) 
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only contemporary authority at that time resident inA.D.i47«. 
England^ merely says : ^ whatever was the manner of it, 
justice was executed upon him."^<* The story of the 

butt of malmsey takes it*8 rise from a digression on 
English Affairs, in the First Book of the Memoircs of 
Philippe de Commines, from whence it was copied by (CommnM, 
Fabian, Hall and Grafton. As there is no authentic^' 
account of this execution preserved in any of our public 
documents, and as the only contemporary En^^iish Au- 
thority does not mention that such a report was in cir- 
culation at the time, we may conclude that the manner 
of his death \va^ a state secret, and gave rise to various 
conjectures.^^ Commines, who wrote in the Reign of 
Henry VII, merely recorded what was the prevalent opi- 
nion at that period ; and as well might Voltaire's story 
of the Iron-mask be adduced as veracious histoiy, as the 
Malmsey butt be considered the authentic manner of the 
execution of Clarence.*^ 
There is one circumstance to which reference haus been The csu«e of 

KfiwKrd's 

made, which probably will account for the execution of crueityand 

' *■ Injustice to 

Ciarence. Jn the parliament which met immediately ^ invtbtr. 
after the restoration of Hemry the Sixths on the 26M of 
November 1470 Edward had been declared an neurper^ 
and all his o^oods confiscated, etc. The succession of the 

crown was settled upon the Prince of Wales, Son of p-***-) 



10 «i Pactam «t id, qualemcTinque j 
erat. genus supplicii." — {Croyl. [ 
Contin, p. 562.) His body was in- 
terred by the lide of his DndieM, 
•t Tewkesbury. 

" S;hukspere represents him as 
having beeu tirst stabbed by one of 
the murderera, after which hit body 
was bi'l in the butt of Malmsey, to 
conceal the oiurder ; a story <}uite 
as probable as the other. 

^ There is another story, more in 
accordance with the spirit of the 
times, though equally improbable, 
connected with the fate of Clarence* 



I * ' Some have reported,'* taye Holins- 

I hed, " that the cause of this noble- 
man's death rose out of a foolish 
prophecy, which was that after King 

Edward should reign, one whose 

first letter of his name «honH hf G ; 
wherewith the King aad the Uueea 
were tore tnrabled, and began to 
conreiTe a grievous grudge against 
the Duke, and could not be in quiet 
till they had brought him to his 
end/' Commines says, " the Eng- 
lish were ever furnished with some 
prophecy, by which they accounted 
for every event." 
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A.D. I47& Henry the Sixth, and his issue, and in default, tqxm the- 
Duke of Clarence and his isBue. Although seven years 
had elapsed smce the passing of that act, it was still un- 
repealed, and therefore according to the constitution of 

the Kingdom^ the Duke of Clarence was now the laW" 
ful King ^ule jure,^'' th()u<rh Edward, by right of con- 
quest was King ^^de facto," That Edward must have 
had some misgivings, about this time, as to his legal 
title to the throne, is evident, for immediately after the 
conviction of his brother^ he was most careful to hope 
" all the Acts of the 49th year of the Reign of King 
ciMw»c«the Henry VI repealed," ^'-^ Clarence, after the death of 

idol of the ^ . . . 

people. AVarwick, had enjoyed great popularity N\hich brought 
upon him the envy of the King, of the Duke of Glou- 
cester, and of the Queen's faniily. On the deatii ui 
darence," says the Croyland Chronicle, *^aU the idoU 
were new exterminated, an which the eyes of the people^ 
ever desirous of novelty, were accustomed to be turned,** 
May we not, therefore, reasonably conclude that the 
otUciuus meddling of those about the King may have 
coupled i/ie popularity of Clarence^ and the danger from 
the unrepealed act of attainder of himself, together in 
the King's mind, and thus have caused Edward to com* 
mit an act of cruel injustice, which he ever after bitterly: 
repented, for ^* when any man had kneeled to him, and 
(Hardifng't askod parduii I'oi an offender, he would say : Oh I un- 
foiioL'yo' fortunate brother, that no man would ask liiy pardon!" 
ci««iice't Clarence left " two children, one the Lady Margaret, 
Marfaiec that was aftcrwards married to Richard do la Pole (Earl 

CwintCM of 

SSSiSd sfri ^ Suffolk) the other Edward, whom the Kmg made 
ofWttwfGk. Earl of Warwick, but this child following the fate and 

^ The last article in the art of I an authentic copy of the acts of 
attainder seems to refer to tliis as | [):irliament passed during the Earl 
the real cniise of the trial of ("la- of Warwick'.s xistirpatinn, whereby 
reuce; for in it he is accused " ///«/ the Crown was adjudged to him, 
he had openly tkown itif dei^ign afi:er the death of Warwick.*'— 
to dethrone the Kmff, in procuriog {Reg»m, voL t. p. 110.) 



Digitized by Google 



top BDWABO IV.] THB RGIGN OF EDWARD IV. 



253 



destiny of his father,^^ was afterwards put in prison and a.i>. 14^. 

after that put to death ; and so was the daughter sixty 

years after/*^* The rival of Ohirence for the hand of ^"'."''i!." 

J obtaio* his 

the Princess Mary of Buro^undv, Antlioiiv, Earl of conflicted 

J o w » ^ ' estate!.— 

Rivers, obtained most of his confiscated estates, thougli p^'^^* 
a few were given to the Duke of Gloucester, and to Lord 
Howard. The wardship of his heir was entrusted to the J^'^IjJ^^'^* 
Marquis of Dorset^^^ the Queen^s son* Whoever the j^^'^^jJI'^ 
parties were that poisoned the royal ears against him, J^So"^'**** 
the real murderers of the Duke of Clarence were the 

two servile houses of parliament, who tlirouo-hout the hui death « 

Ifgalmuidcr* 

struggle of the Rival Koscs a})pear only to have con- 
sulted the wishes of the party in power. 



" See p. 245. 

^ Tiiib murder took place in her 
70th year, May 27th 1541 bjr com- 
mand of her unnatural relativey the 
tyrant Uenry VI U, who to revenge 
himself ou her sun, the celebrated 
Cardinal P61e» had already exeeuted 
his brother, the Lord Montague 
in Jan. 1539, and banishet! his 
younger brother, Sir GeoflFrey Pole, ! 
who imder the infliction of the tor- \ 

ture was made to confess crimes of 
which he was guiltless, and at the 
game time to accuse his brother, the 
IjOrd Montague, the Marquis of 
Exeter, and Sir Edward Neville, for 
which be obtained his life, whilst 
they were executed Jan. 9, 1539. 

In the Parliament began, aud ; 
holden at Wettmimter tho rizth 

day of October in Anno 12 Ed. TV. 
and by sundry prorogations con- 
tinued unto the sixth of June in 
Anno 14 Ed. IV. It was enacted, 
that Katheriiie, the wife of William 
Hastings Knight, Lord Haatingg, 
■nd before the wife of BonHlle late 
Lord Harrington the younger Cousin 
and heir to William Lord Harrington 
tbeyoungerandcousiuandheirappa* 



rent of William before Lord BoaviUe 
should for, and during her life, en- 
joy the Manors of Chatou,Thurle- 

Bare, and Mariot in Soniprsetshire, 
aud ccrtuiu landii lu ir'uxhiii in De- 
▼onahire, together with the Domi- 
nion or Manor of Aldingliara, the 
Manor, or Castle of Gleston, with 
lands in sundry other Counties, to 
the value of 500 marks, parcel of 
the inheritance of the said Lord 
BouTille and Harrington and to her 
assured. And where die said Lord 
Harrington,andBonville the younger 
hnd is^ue by the ssaid Katherinc one 
only daughter called Cecil, a mar- 
riage should be had; It was accord- 
ed, that at the age of 13 years of 
till' said Cecil a marriage should be 
had between the said Cecil, aud 
Thcnnas the eldest son of the Queen, 
between whom if there were no 
mutual societv, that then the said 
Cecil should marry with Richard 
the brother of the said Thomas. 

" It is also enacted, that the said 
Cecil at the age of 14 years may as- 
sure all her hereditaments to the 
said Thomas and Richard, for, and 
during tlicir lives, as aforesaid.**— 
(Prynnc'* Tower Mecord*,) 
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A.D. 1478. 

CHAPTER VII. 

The Boyal Brothers^ ESmsasrd the Faurthy and Biehard 

JDuheof Gkmmter. 

Richard, Duke of Gloucester, alter the death of 

gIoocm- Clarence was considered the head of the ancient nobility, 
wiiu since the fall of Warwick had beconiu ahnost as 
formidable to the crown, and the Queen s family, as 
the Beauforts, Nevilles and Courtneys had been in the 
earlier stages of the King's reign. Edward steadily 
pursued his object of nusing a barrier around, the throne^ 
to emancipate it from the contronl of the aristocraej, 
by heaping titles and honours on the Queen's fainilyJ 
** In thus pursuing a wise object in an unw ise manner,** 
he left the latter and the old nobility, at his death, in as 
complete a state of hatred and envy, as had formerly 
existed between the adherents of the rival Roses. 

As the death of the Duke of Clarence paved the way 
by which Richard uHimately mounted the throne,^ it 
may be necessary here to consider the state of the 
Divi ded »u te King's Court, when that event occurred ; and by di- 
cowt. viding it into two great parties, the one headed by 
Gloucester and Hastings, and the other by Earl Bivera» 
the Queen's brother, we shall be enabled the better to 



* The favours heaped by Edward 
oa bis wife's relatives immediately 
•to Cbraoee't death have led to tlie 

supposition that they were the par- 
ties by whom he was accused. This ; 
opiaion, however, cannot be mala- I 
tained, Iw it was the poliey of the 

King, nn nW <)cra?ion?, to make their 
Bggrandizemeat a means of lessen- 
iog the power of the more potent 
aoblee, end in conferrieif Clarence's 
estates uporiLnrdc Riv<-r<!, nnd How- 
ard, and the guartiianship of hii son 
oa the Marquis of Demt, he 



merely pursuing that line of conduct 
which he thought most conducive 
to the aeoonplithineiit of hie great 

object. 

^ One of the articles laid before 
parUament at the tnai ot ( larence 
was that **he had affirnu'd, that the 
Kiiiir vras not the son of the Duke 
of York, but of au adulterer admit- 
ted by the Duchess, their mother 
to her bed." Richard afterwards 
avail i Ltmself of this suspicion 
cast upon his own parent, when set* 
ting up his driis to ttM thfooe. 
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unravel the confused web^ which obscures this portion of a.i>. i47a 

our history. 

The heads of these two great parties we are told, on (Croyi^ 
competent authority* had long existed in open hostility, t^fu,] 
Indeed to sueh an extent had this feeling of jealousy Difference* 

been carried, tliat Iklward had been prevailed upon to iSU'has- 
send his favourite, the Lord Hastings, to the Tower, on EiiiUfcra. 
the accusation of Earl Kivers, where his treatment led 
him daily to expect his death warrant. He had first 
risen into pnhhe notice under £dwaid*s father Richard, 
Duke of York, in 1455, who in that year appointed him 
ranger of Ware, in Salop. The King's favourite was 
courted b} all the nobility, who sought to ingratiate 
themselves on Edward's accession in 1461. Amongst 
these Dugdale particulaily euumerates the Duchess of 
Buckinirham, and her eldest son; the Lord Lovell, theP-***-> 
Lord Kivers, the Ihichess of Bedford, and others. The 
King himself employed him on various Emhassies and 
threw other lucrative poets in his way. He posseflsed 
the extraordinary virtue, in a courtier, of gratitude, and 
to his personal bravery Edward was indebted for his 
escape from Middleham. He shared his exile with his 
Royal Mast^, and at the Battle of Bamet commanded 
the rear guard consisting of 3^000 horsemen. Married 
to Katherine, daughter of the Earl of Salisbury, he 
became identified with the old Nobility, and the Offices 
of Lord Chamberlain, and Governor of Trilais frave him 
great po wer. When the King entered upon tlie French ^^^^ 
Expedition, the Lord Hastings was accompanied by two 
lords, nine Knights, fifty eight esquires, and twenty 
gentlemen, a sufficient evidoice of his popularity* We 
have seen that he alone, on receiving the bribes of Louis 
the EHeventh, refused to give an acknowledgement, and 
Commines who had prevailed upon him to accept a 



* In aUwiiOB to fUs GlowMiter ) *'Biit vlio eoniM bera ? the mm^ 
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A.D. I47& pensioo from the Duke of Bui^gandy of 1000 crowns 
a year says ** it was with great difficulty ftnd BolicitatioDY 
that he was made one of the French King's pensioners ; 

but Peter Cloret, beinsf privately adniiLted into his house 
in London, pre^euled hiiii 2U0U crowns in gold;** fur to 
Foreign Loixls of great quality, the King never gave 
aoy thing else." The same author haa left on record 
that he was a man of singular wisdom and virtue." 
LoBi» dTAif. Lord Stanley,' the brother-in-law of the great Earl of 
Warwick, was a staunch Yorkist, and notwithstanding 
the importunities of his wife's brothers, remained faithful 
to Edward during liis troubles. On the King s resto- 
ration he was appointed to several posts of honour. His 
i Poiffdore conduct was always honourable, and he was held in great 
^'^^*''^ esteem, which gave him a degree of inHuenoe with all 
parties, beyond that ^joyed by any of his compeers. 
DuKK or To this party belonged also, the aspiring Duke of Buck- 
ham"'"' ingham,^ then about twenty four years of age, who had 
been appuinied Lord High Steward on tlie trial of Cla- 
rence, and whose attachment to the house of York only 
Lords Lo> lasted whilst it tended to his interest; John, Lord 
HowAKD^ Lovell, afterwards created Viscount Lovell; and the 
Lord Howard,' who sealed his loyalty to the White 
Rose with his death at Bosworth Field. The events of 
the subsequent reiga fully prove that these nobles acted 
in unison to obtain the destruction of the Woodvilles, 
and that they looked upon the Duke of Gloucester as 
the natural head of their party* 
Tam EARt The Ead of Rivers, whose character has been already 

09 Bivsu, 



* See p. 170, note ^. 
' Lord Stanley haa been already 
referred to as fiivouriog the negocia- 

tions of Louis for a peace, during 
Edward's invasion of France. On 
the death of his hrtit wife, the sister 
of the Earl of Warwidk* he married 

the widowed Ducliess of Richmond, 
•nhose son was «ti!l in a state of 
liunourahle couixucmcut in Bretagiie. 



We shall see in the sequel that by 
his means this Henry of Richmond 
ultimatdy obtained the crown, and 

took the title of Henry the VIL 
^ See Turner's Middle Ages, f oU 

iii. pp. 4y7 — 4y9. 
• See ]Mkge 22» note V. He is the 

same Lord Howard, mentioned by 
Cotnmines, as favouring the secret 
negociatiouii of Louii», iu 1475. 
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sketched enjoyed the greatest influence in the Royal a.d. 1478* 

Cuuncila. His nephew the Maniuis of Dorset,® the the Marquu 

of Donctf 

Queen's son by her former marriage, a youth of the 
most aspiring ambition ; and the brother-in-law of the 
Queen, the Lord Lyle»^ together with Lord Richard ^^''J^^' 
Grey and soveial other membera of the WoodvUle family, o>«t- 
supported on all occasions the views of Elizabeth, who, 
with the most consummate skill, avoided all pubhc in- 
terference in state affairs, carrying out her plans through 
the instrumentality of her blood relations. 

The Archbishops Bouchier and Rothcram,*i and the tm 
Bishops Morton, Stallington,^^ Aleock,^^ and Russell, 
though not on all occasions to be relied upon by the 
court party, seldom interfered with the policy of the 
Earl of Rivers, whose love of literature led him fre- 
quently to enter into pursuits which called upon him to 



• He was created Marquis of Dor- 
set 18 April, 1475, long before he 
reached his majority. He was Go- 
vernor of tlie Tower at the time of 
Edward's death in 1483. 

^ See Dugdale's Buoniget vol. i. 
p. 7 19. Edward Grey was summoned 
as Lord Lisle of Kingston Lisle, in 
Berkshire, in right of his wife, EU> 
zabeth, daughter and heiress of 
Thomas Talbot, Viscount Lisle. 

» Son of the Earl of £u and Es- 
sex. He was Bishop of Woreester 
in 1433, translated to Ely in 1444, 
and to Canterbury in 1 4 r»4. He was 
elected a Cardinal, and made Cbaa- 
oellor in 1465. He crowned three 
Kings. Edward IV. Rkhard III. 
and Henry VH, 

Tiiouias Scott, sumamed Ro- 
liMnun, was Bishop of Rochester in 
14f)7, translated to Lincoln in 1171, 
and to York in 1480. He wat^ Lord 
Keeper and afterwardti in 1475 
Lord Chancellor. 

" Robert Stillington was made 
Bishop of Bath and Wells in 1465, 
and 1468 Lord Chancellor. As will 
be seen in the sequel it was this pre- 
late, who foreswore himself to assist 



the Duke of Gloucester in hh plans 
to secure to himself the throne of 

his nephew. 

^ Bishop Alcock, preceptor to the 
young Prince of Wales, Master of 
the Rolls, was made Bishop of Ro> 
cheater, in 1472, translated to Wor- 
cester in 1476, and to Ely in 1486. 
He was Lord Keeper in 1475, and 
Lord Chancellor in 1486. 

He was made Bishop of Lincoln 
in 14 80, and Lord Chancellor in 
1484. His name is eonneeledwith 
the introdnction of Ike Art of Print, 
ing into this oountry. He was sent 
as Ambassador extraordinary, to 
compliment the Duke of Bnrgnndf 
on his receiving the order of the 
Garter. His *' Proponifio" on this 
occasion was printed by Caxton in 
1470r a traoC of only ftve leaves. 
A single copy of this performance 
only is known, which is now in the 
collection of Earl Spencer. It was 
sohl by Mr. Evans, of Pall Mall, 
in the'White Knights sale for 120 
guineas, having been purchased by 
the late Duke of Marlborough for 
fifty guineas of a bookseller who gavo 
«s many shillings for it. 



r 
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A.i>. 147S. <ioii8u1t their tastes, in doing which be possessed the 

liaj)i>y art of appearing to defer to their judgment, as 
more matured than his own, and by which he conciliated 
the frieudfiiup of this influential party. 
The King From this divided state of Edward's court arose all the 
!ruHn^ro? miseries of the saooeeding reigns. The King was himself 
well aware of these differences, and sou^^t to heal them by 
a public reconciliation of the parties in his presence ; and 
to render the throne more secure by alliance with foreign 
courts, he negociated marriages for his children almost 
the moment they were bom. His eldest daughter, Eli- 
zabeth, was contracted to the Dauphin of France, during 
the n^gociations in 1475 ; Cecily to James, Prince of 
Scotland and heir to the throne; Anne, to Philip the 
infant son of Maximilian, Arehdnke of Austria; Mary 
to the King of Denmark ; and Catherine to the Infante 
Uisdisap. of Spain. In all these |)roieets his aml)ition wa-s disap- 

pointintiilt. . . 

pointed, and in the two most important lie was com- 
pletely overreached. Ilis eldest son Edward, I^ince of 
Wales was affianced to the daughter of the Duke of 
Bretagne, and Richard, the Young Duke of York, was 
married in early childhood to Anne, daughter and heiress 
of John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk/^ in ordci that he 
might become possessed of the titles and estates of the 
Duke of Norfolk, and accordingly in 147(i he was created 
£arl of Nottingham, and ui 1477, Earl of Warren and 
Surrey. 

The King, when his daughter Cecily was affianced to 



*' An act (Anno 17 Bdwardi \ said Anne should happen to die be- 
IV.) showing how the King, had ' fore issue had by the said Duke of 



created Richard his second son, 
Dake of York and Norfolk, Earl 
Marshal, and (Earl of) Warren (and 
Surrfii/) and Nottingham, and had 
appointed his said son to marry with 
Ann»t^ danghter and heir of John, 
late Duke of Norfolk, the said Anne 
being then of the age of six yram. 
Wherefore it is enacted, that if the 



York; that then the said Duke 
should enjoy during his life, sundry 
baronies, honours, castles, manors, 
knight's fees, and other !iprr(!ir:«- 
ments by name in Waleii, &;us«»ejc 
and other eountaries, parcel of the 
inheritance of the said Anne, etc. 
etc."— (Prynii*'* Tower Reeordt, 
p. 702.) 
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the Crown-prince of Scotland had agreed to pay her a.d. i48t. 
Sawry by instalments. These were regularly paid for g^J5i]J[^I 
some years, but in 1478 they were suspended and in 
1480 war was declared between Scotland and England. 
£dward had thus funushed faia enemy ^th the means 
of cwiTuig on the war, which had been promoted by 
Louis, who secretly stimulated James to break his alli- 
ance with Edward. The dissensions of the Scottish 
King and his nobles have been fully detailed by the 
Historians of Scotland, and the part taken by his 
brothers, the Duke of Albany and the £arl of Mar led Death or tht 
to the execution of the latter, who was publicly bled to 
death by the opening of a vein at the Cannongate. The nw Dnke or 
Duke of Albany solicited the protection of Edward, and udSrSi*'* 
on the plea of the illegitimacy of James,*^ he was pro- iSwid?"** 
claimed King of Scotland. Edward stipulated that he joneicim 
should hold the crown a& the vassal of England, and 
marry one of his dauffhters. The Duke of Gloucester DukM or 

Albany and 

was deqmtched with an army of 22500 men, who pro- ^^^^^'^"^ 
ceeded to Berwick on Tweed, accompanied by the Duke 
of Albany. The town threw open its gates, but the 

castle made an obstinate resistance. The Scottish King The scouwb 
liastened to its assistance, when a hudden rebellion broke 
out amongst his followers, who seized the Royal favou- 
rites, hanged them at the bridge of Lauder,^^ and con- 
veyed the King prisoner to Edinburgh. 
Upon this unexpected news reaching Berwick, the 



*• Sec Abercrombie, vol. iL p. 
446> and Buchauan, p. 234. 

His mother, Mary of Gueldres, 
seems to have beea far from aii im- 
nwcmlate pcnoib— (lf>re»l<r, p. 
492.) 

•* It was generallj daring a mi- 
litary expedition that the Scottish 
banmt made a successfol stand 
againtt the antiiority of the Sore- 



their clans and retniners ; and if they 
were united amon^ themselves, they 
always proved more tiian a match 
for the power of the crown. They 
had met to nonsuit in the Church of 
Lauder, when Cochran, the Archi- 
teetfWtraiB the infetuated Jtimt had 
ktely created Earl of Mar, faMam- 
tiousiy joined the assembly. He was 
instautly seized : six more of the 
royal favooritee were dngged from 



reign. They were then assembled in ' tlie King's tent; and all were hanged 
a body; they were aturrounded with I over the bridge." — {lattgard,) 

»2 • 
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A.D. 146S. Dnkes of Gloucester and Albany hastened to EMinburgh, 

lUcoocUU. 



an* 



to 

Bdwwd.— 

(Croytand 



1 were received with (*peii arms. Hut to the astonish- 
ment of every one, Albany signed an agreement, by 
which he obtained his pardon, and the restitution of hi3 
estates, and seizing upon the Castle of Edinburgh, libe- 
rated his brother. To satisfy Edward it was stipulated 
that the provost and merchants of the city, should repay 
all monies advanced on account of the marriage portion- 
of Cecily, which \va.s faithlully dune, and tliat he should 
J^'^j have possession of the Castle of lierwick. " The King 
was not pleased with the result of the expedition, upon 
which he had exp^ded upwards of <^100,000; for 
though the possession of Berwick was an advantage, the 
expense of nuuntaining it amounted to 10,000 marks 
yearly." The Duke of Albany shortly afterwards re- 
iH^wt'd his traitorous <]• signs, and was eoinpelled to seek 
refuge in F rance, and was ultimately attainted by the 
Parliament of Scotland. 
i^tn«-8 trc*. But the severest blow to the policy of the King was 
tpccUng tbe stin in reserve for him. According to the stipulations 
^SStT" with Louis the Princess Elizabeth was to be conveyed 
to France at the age of 12 years, previous to her mar- 
riage with the T);iiiphin, and to have the sum of 60,000 
francs per amium, settled upon her. The Princess was 
now in her sixteenth year, and though repeatedly e]q)ostu- 
Uited with, Louis always found some excuse to put off Uie 
marriage. As the tribute of 50,000 crowns was r^u* 
larly paid, Edward refused to suspect the sincerity of 
the French King, when buth he and the Queen were 
suddenly made aware of the pei*fidy of Louis by an event 
(CbmminM. as unexpected, as, apparently, improbable. The Arch- 
p. 4d4, 4ba.) ^jjj^ Maximilian, afterwards Emperor of Germany, had 
{wo children by his deceased Duchess, the niece of 
Edward, and daughter of Charles the Bold, Duke of 
Burgundy, whom she succeeded. Upon her death Louis 
sought all means to hrinir about a nuu i iage between the 
Dauphm and her daughter, the infant Margaret* Maxi-> 
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milian hesitated, but the citizens of Ohent^ to whom the jlik ubs. 
care of the children had been confided, at length ob- 
tained his consent, and the Princess was delivered over TbeiHiapiiia 
to the Duke and Duchess of Bourbon, who conveyed her M«rg«retof 
to Amboisc, where she was aihanced to the Dauphin. 
*' Notwithstanding the joy this marriage diffused on all (Cbmnwiw, 
sides, it was a bitter disappointment to the King of ^' 
£iigland, for he thought himself deluded and baffled and 
in danger of losing his pension, or *^ the tribute " as the 
English called it. He feared likewise it would render 
him eoiiLeiiiptiMo, and despised at home, and perhaps 
occasion some outbreak, because he had rejected the 
Kemonstrances of his Parliament. . Besides he saw the 
King of Fiance incroaching upon, and ready to invade 
his Dominions, with a very great force ; all which made 
such a deep impression upon his spirits, that he fell sick ■dwwi'k 
upon it immediately, and died not long after; tho' some Bummaryof 
siiy of a catarrh. But let them say what they please, wSS."*^ 
the general opinion was, the Consummati on of this mar- 
riage killed him in the month of April 1483. It is a 
great fault in a Prince to be obstinate, and rely more 
upon hLs own judgment, than upon the opinion of his 
Council ; which oftentimes occasions such losses and 
disappointments, iud are never to be repaired. Our King 
was presently informed of King Edward's Death ; but 
he still kept it secret and expressed no manner of joy 
upon hearing the news of it. Not long after he recdved 
Letteis from the Duke of Olouoester, who was made 
King» stiled himself Richard III,^ and had barbarously 
murdered his two nephews. This King Richard de- 
sired to live in the same friendship with our King, as 
bis lirother had done, and 1 b( Hove thought to have had 
his pensioa continued ; but our King looked upon him 



The provincei of Ajtois, and 
Burgundy, and the countries of Mas- 
cannois, Charolois and Auxerrois, 
were migiMd to Louis as lier msr- 



riage portion."— >(€bimiifiMt.) 

^ See the Appendix for the Tro* 
ciiBsalioiitoonMetedivitlitliisefeat. 
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A.b. MM. M an inhumui and ciii«l penon, and would neither an* 
gwer his Letters, nor give audienee to his Ambassador ; 

for King Richard, after his Brother'*s death, had sworn 
allegiance to his Aephew, as his King and Sovereign, 
and yet committed that inhuman action not long alter, 
and in fuU Parliament caused two of his Brother*s 
dangfatera, iHx> were remaining, to be degraded and de- 
clared iUegitimate, npon a pretence, which he justified 
by the Bishop of Bath, who having been formerly in 
great favour witli King Edward, had incurred his dis- 
pleasure, was cashiered, imprisoned a!ul j aid a ^ood sum 
for Ins releasement. This Bishop attirmcd, tiiat King 
£dward being in love with a certain lady, whom he 
named, and otherwise unable to have his deaires of her, 
had promised her marriage ; and had caused him to con- 
tract them, upon which he enjoyed her, though his pro- 
mise wa.s only to delude her ; but such delusions are 
danir(>rous as the effects frequently demonstrate. Tliis 
luaiicious Prelate smothered this revenge in his heart 
near twenty years together, but it recoiled upon him- 
self; for he had a son, whom he was extremely fond of, 
and to whom King Richard designed to give a plentiful 
estate, and to have married him to one of the young 
ladies, whom lie liad dcckired illegitimate, who is now 
Queen of England and has two fine children. This 
young Geutlemaa being at sea, by Commisaion from 
King Richard, was taken upon the coast of Nomiandj 
and nptm a dispute between those, who took him, he was 
broQ^t before the Parliament of Park, put into the 
Petit Chastellet, and suffered to lie there till he was 
starved to death. This King Richard himself reigned 
T\oi long, fur ( lod on a sudden raised him up an enemy 
without power, without money, without right (according 
to my information) and without any reputation, but what 
his person and dqicHrtment contracted ; for he had suf- 
fered much, had been in distress all the days of his life, 
and particularly as prisoner in Bretagne to Duke Francis, 
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horn the eighteenth year of his age, who treated him aa a.d. 
kindly as the necesBity of his impriaomnent would permit. 
The KiDg of France having supplied hmi with some 
money and about 8000 Normans, the loosest and most 
profligate Persons in all that country, he })assed into 
Wales, where his Father-iu-law, the Lord Stanl* \ joined 
him with 26,000 men, at the least; and in tluee or four 
days' time, he met the bloody King Richard, fought 
him, slew him in the field of battle, crowned himself 
King of England* and reigns at this present time.** 

But to return to King Edward. ^ One of the per- (INml ij^ 
sonal results of his voluptuous life attacked him at ^ 
Exeter, and on the 9th of April, 1483, he suddenly The King 
expired, before he had completed his 41st year, in the i&tii^ ' 
23"* year of his reign," and was buried with great uTif'^ 
pomp at St. George's Chapel, Windsor, having been 
exposed immediately aftcor his death upon a board, naked SSn^'^ 
from the waist upwards, during ten hours, that he might 
be seen by all tlie Lords, spiritual and temporal, and by 
the Mayor and Aldermen of London." 

In Edward were combined qualities of the most dis- hu cha. 
cordant nature. The greatest personal bravery and 
invincible courage brought him off victorious in every 
battle in which he commanded ; but no sooner was the 
victory achieved, than throwing aside his coat of nuul^ 
he courted tlu smiles of the fair, attired in the ^udy 
silk trappings {\iiiiisluMl \i\ his Italian Tailor.^^ Shouts 
of victory still resounded ou all sides ; crowds sought to 
pay homage to the conqueror; regal pomp and grandeur 



** Hit tailor bad a sbiliiog a day, 
■nd ftvB povnds a jwt for hit hoow. 
Hii nnne implies him to have beea 
a foreigner — * Gaillini Paalt.* " — 
{Turner, and ParL RoUtf vi. p. 89.) 
Ilia lore of tiie chaae it ofton nen- 
tlonc(l by contemporary historians, 
and i» recorded in the first verse of 
the baltad of The Tanner of Tarn- 
worth:" 



' " In sumraer time, when leaves grow 
gnen, 

I And blossoms bedeck the tree, 
< King Edward would a hunting ride* 
Some pastime for to see." 

This ballad is an agreeable illustra- 
tion of the affable miTincrs of the 
King, and is printed in i'crc)''« Rc- 
liqncif voL ii. p* 83« 
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awiHed his return ; but tearing himself from all these, 
the King hastened to jdn the hunt the meixy 
greenwood ;** to luxuriate in the enjoyments of the 

table ; or, in tlie obscurity of the house of the wealthy 
goldsmith, and the endearments of its beautiful mis- 
tress, to foi-get the cares and anxieties of his Kingly 
off! re. His indolence and love of pleasure, the moment 
he foond himself seated again firmly on the throne^ after 
'the death of Warwick, led eventually to these disastrous 
events, which placed the crown on the head of his 
brother, and set aside his own offspring as illegitimate. 
The Duke of riloiicester^^ had been too long in the 
enjoyment of .ilnmHt regal power, to resign it quietly 
into the handaof tli^ young child thus suddenly raised 
to the throne ; and acting with the most cautious dis- 
simulation, he succeeded in the object of his ambition, 
with the apparent approbation of the country. The mi- 
norities of Richard the Second, and Henry the Sixth, 
had led to the disastrous Civil Wars, which had dehi<;e(l 
the country with blood lor nearly one hundred years. 
This experience was not thrown away upon the nation, 
now recovered from it's severe losses, and willing to avoid 
similar evils, which would surely result from a contest 
between the Undes of the young King, for the guardian- 
ship of his person, it suflei ed the liiai l of Rivers '^* to l>e 
the first siieritice to the ambition of (jlloucester, without 
a nmrmur, and looked on with a kind of apathy whilst 
he removed every obstacle which impeded his way to the 
throne. The lights and shadows of the chaiacter of Ed- 
ward stand out in bold relief. He was brave and cou- 



* " Even in bis youth, while he 
WBR figJiting for the throne, he was 
always the l^tr to join his adhe- 
rents t and in manhood, when he 
was firmly seated on it, he entirely 
abandoned the charge of military 
aflairs to his brother, the Duke of 
Qlouocttor."— (Ii^M^rir,) 



^ He was executed without even 
the mockery of a trial at Pontefract 
on the 13ch of June, 1483, on the 
aame day that the Lord Hastily 
was beheaded at the Tower by order 
of the Duke of Gloucester.'— (OxN^Z* 
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ngeotts in the field, — luxurious and foppish in his court ; ^ a.d. xm. 
he was oomteouB and ai&bie in demeanour, — vindictive iHiSSi' 
and cruel in his heart ;^ liheral and ostentatious in his 
household,^^ — exacting and mean in his commercial 

LraiLsiictiuns ; affectionate and kind to the Queen and 
his children, — licentious and low in the Ratification of 
his pleasures placing his confidence without sufficient 
investigation, — ^fearful and suspicious upon slight autho- 
rity.^ Bom to he a great King, he was content to be 
a connnon one* With power and abilities to have con- 
trooled the destinies of Europe, his indolence and love 
of pleasure made him the dupe of the King ut iuance.^ 



** He gave so much attention 
tn rtrpsH, as to procure an act, making 
It a mark of every one's quality, and 
keqmiig down the inferior degrees 
from intrudinc; on the splendour of 
the upper classes. Thus it was, in 
bi« last year, enacted, tbat none but 
the royal family shuuld wear cloth 
of gold, or silk of a put] 1p colour. 
None, under a Duke, any cloth of 
gold or dnne i none nnder a Lord, 
any plain cloth of gold : none under 
a Knight, any velvet, nor dama«k, i 
nor Mtin, in their gowns ; none, 
under an eiqnire or genflenuui, any 
damask or satin in their doublets, 
nor gowns of camlet; none, binder 
a lord, any woollen cloth made out 
of England, nor fors of sables. No 
labourer, servant, or artificer, were 
to have any cloth above two shillings 
a yard ; but this Act was not to ex- 
tend to any woman, but the wives of 
the latter."--(i8l«lii<«f, toL iu p. 
469.) 

^ He never pardoned those nobles 
who fell into hb hands, after the 
battle was over, but ordered their 
immediate execution ; and in some 
eases, as at Tewlteslnurj, he fon- 
awore hi mselftSiid viohUedsanctnary 
to gratify his revenue. 

* ** To John Clytt, mareschal of 
the offioe of niinstods» he gave an 
atuMiity of ten maths* and the hhe 



sum tosixntlit r minstrels." — (7\<r- 
»er.) See the iuxnrion'? de«4eription 
of Windsor, p. 147 — 151 of the 
present vdmiie* 

^ He ordered the enstoms to he 

exacted with the utmnsf: seventv, 
and imported prohibited goods in his 
own private vessels. 

» Comliies sajs, " he indulged 

himself in a larger share of ease and 
pleastire tlian an}- prince of his time, 
and that after ihe deatii of Warwick 
he indulged himself in tbsB mora 
violently than before." 

'-"^ Thi? is particularly proved by 
his treatment of Warwidk and Mon- 
tagne, ChifeiieeandGlonoester; and 
his imprisomnaBtof Hastings on the 
accusation of Rivers. *' Affrr the 
death of Clarence he distributed in 
all parts of ^ reabn in the cus- 
todies of the castles, manors, forests 
and park«, trustworthy persons, that 
nothing might be done, even by the 
greatest, without hk immediate 
knowledge." •<-(O^JL OmUiu p. 
562.) 

30 Commiues says, his ambassa- 
dors were always bribed, **and left 

thS court so well satisfied, tliat no 
exci'j'tions rould be tnken, thoTip;h 
the answers of L<oui8, who was a 
politic King, wera alwajsnneetliiD, 
in unify iq gu fn tiiBfti** 
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A.D. 140. Guilty of the most heinous erinieB, he was strict in the 
Smlt outward observance of ceremonial religion.'^ Unsem- 
puloDs in the means employed to gain hm end, yet 

grateful and generous to those who befriended him in 
trouble.32 Coininiiies, who knew him well has left the 
following bketch of liini, which is subjoined for the grati* 
iication of the reader. 

^* £dward the Fourth, King of En^^and, was a great 
and poweilnl Prince. In his minority he saw his &ther, 
the Dnke of York, defeated and dain in battle, and with 
him the Father of the Earl of Warwick, who governed 
the Kin£,' in his youth, and managed all his affairs, and, 
to say the truth, it was the Earl of Warwick, who made 
Edward King, and dethroned his old master, King 
Hemy the Sixth, who had reigned many years in that 
kingdom, and (m my judgment and the judgment of the 
worid) was their Uiwful King. But in such eases the 
disposition of kingdoms, and great states, is in the hands 
of God, who orders them as He |)]eases ; for indeed all 
things proceed from Him. The reason of the Earl of 
Warwick's espousing the interest of the House of York 
against King Henry, who was of the Lancastrian Family, 
was upon a difference, that happened at Court betwixt 
the Duke of Somerset, and the Earl of Warwick. The 
Iviiig not having wisdom enough to compose it, it ijrew 
to that hei^jht. that tho Queen (wli ) was of the House 
of Anjou, and Daughter to lien6. King of Sicily,) inter- 
posed in it, and inclined to the Bnkc's party against the 
Earl of Warwick; for every body had acknowledged 



" Sfc his observan rr=s of Crre- 
raoniai Religion at Daveutry, (pp. 
54, 55). In 1471 we find " the 
King and Queen are gone to Canter- 
bury nn pilgrimage/' — {Past on I.d- 
iert, vol. ii. p. 83): and in 1472 
** ttte Kfaif , Queen, sad Gloucester 
are gpae to Skeen to purto."-- 



(/Ml. 91.) 

^ His iafamoua breach of faith to 
Lord Wellei, and, after the battle 
i)f Tewkesburv, to the Duke of So- 
merset and others ; and his lavish 
gifts to Lord Hastings, the Lord of 
GnathiMe and die &wl «f Riven. 
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Henry, his Father, and Grandfather, for their King. a.d. nbs. 
The Queen had acted much more prudently in endea- 
vouring to have adjusted the diapnte between them, 
thaa to have aaid ^ I am of tiM party tmd will maiatom 
U;* and it proved so hy the event; for it occasioned 
many battles in England, and a war, which continued 
nine and twenty years, and in the end all the partisans 
of bcith sides were destroyed. So that Factions and 
Partiea are still very fatal, especially to the Nobility, 
who are too prone to propagate, and foment them. If 
it be aUedged, that by this means both Parties are kept 
in awe, and the secret minds of the subject are discovered 
to the Prince, I agree that a young Prince may do it 
among: his ladit s, and it may he pleasant and diverting 
enough, and give him opportunity of finding out some of 
their intrigues ; but nothing is so dangerous to a Nation, 
as to nourish such Factions and Partialities, among Men 
of courage and magnanimity ; it is no less than setting 
one*8 own house on fire; for immediately one or the 
other cries out : ' The King is against tis,' seize upon 
some fortified town, and correspond with his Enemies. 
This King Edward was a very young Prince, and one of 
the most beautiful men of his age. As soon as he had 
overcome all his difficulties, he b^^an to give himself 
up wholly to pleasures, and took no delight in any thing 
but Ladies, Dancing, Entertainments, and such like effe- 
minate Diversions ; and in this vohiptuous course of Hfe, 
if I mistake not, he spent about sixteen years, till the 
quarrel happened between him and the h^OLri of War- 
wick, in which contest, though the King was driven out 
of the Kingdom, yet his misfortune lasted not long ; for 
be quickly returned, fought his adversary, defeated and 
killed him, and re-assuming the Oovemment, ftHl again 
to his pleasures, and indulged himself in them after a 
nioi r violent manner than before. From this time he 
feared nobody ; but liviog a luxurious life, he grew very 
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A.D. 1489. faty^ and his excess inclining him to diseases, in the ?ery 
April* mil, flower of hiB age he died suddenly, (as it was reported,) 
^ttu!^ of an i^plexy, and his Family lost the Kingdom, (as 
SSSTmat jon have heard,) as to the sucoesaion in the male line.'* 



'Mn homine tam ooipvltnto, 

tantis sodalitti^ vnnitatibus, cntfruUs, 
luzui, et cupidiutibus dedtto." — 
{Croyl, Omim. p. 564.) The anony- 
moot author of the Croyland Chro- 
niflf*. from whom we haTC borrowed 
KO largely, telU «• himself, that he 
WIS • doctor of CoBon Lav, OMMin- 



ber of the Council of King Bdwud 

the F<iurt]i. and occasionally em- 
ployed by him on foreign missions. 
— (p. 557.) He compiled his an- 
nals " without mH^ mtermixture of 
hatred, fawmr^ or fginktod" — 
(p. 6;5.) 
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PROCLAMATION ISSUED BY 

KING RICHARD THE THIRD, 

SETTING FORTH HIS RIGHT TO THE CROWN, 

A.D. U83. 
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The short reign of Edward the Fifth was comprised Evwk*9 
in the space of two months and ten days. The two docn- a.i>. I4«;i. 
ments printed here by way of Appendix., show that 
Richard^s usurpation was countenanced by Parliament^ 
and that the public having Mufferei too much in the Reigns 
of Richard the Second^ and Henry the Sixth, by long 
minorities^ preferred the warlihe Richard to the infant 
Edward, 



Anno Pbimo Ricabdi Tbrtii. 

In Rotulo ParHamenti tenti c^pud Westm* die Veneris iucba»i» 
ticesimo tertio die Jamiaru, Anno Regni Regis, Ri- a.i>. im: 
cardi Tertiiy primo^ inter alia continentur, ut sequitur. 7^!S!!r"ii'- 

Memorand. — quod qucedam Billa exhihita fuit coram^^i^jx^^^ 
Domino Jtieye in Parliamento prcedicto in hcec verba, 

Wherbab late heretofore, that b to say, before the Ron of rw- 

consecration, coronation, and inthronization of our So- 
vereign Lord, King Richard the Third, a Roll of Parch- 
ment, containing in writing certain articles of the tenor 
under-written, on the belialf, and in the name of the 
Three Estates of this Realm of England, that is to say, 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and of the Com- 
mons by name, and divers Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and of the Commons by name, and other Nobles and 
Notable Persrins of the Connnons in great multitude, 
was presented and actually delivered unto our said 8o\ e- PrMent«d t« 
reign Lord, the intent and effect expressed at large in the ggM***^ 
same roll, to the which roll, and to the considerations, 
and instant petition comprised in the same, our said 
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A.i>. i4t<3. Sovereign Lord for the public weal, and tranquillity of 

this land, benit^nly assembled. 

Xow for as much as neither the said three Estates, 
neither the said persons, which in their name presented, 
and delivered as it is aforesaid the said roll unto our said 
Sovereign Lord tlie King, were assembled in form of 
Parliament ; by reason whereof divers doubts, questions, 
and ambi^ities (have) been moved and ingendered in 
the minds of divoi*s persons as it is said. 

Therefore to the perpetual memory of the truth and 
declaration of the same, be it ordained, provided, and 
establidied in this present Parliament that the tenor of 
the said roll with aU the contents of the same presented 
as is abovesaid and delivmd to our abovesaid Sovereign 
Lord the King, in the name, and in behalf of the said 
three Estates out of l*arliaineut : Now by the said three 
•me first Estates assembled in this present Parliaiueut and by 
of Ruliird authority of the same, be ratified, enrolled, recorded, 
tiw niu'^^ approved, and authorized to the removing of the reca- 
sions of doubts, and ambiguities, and to all other lawful 
efibets that diall now thereof ensue, so that all things 
said, affirmed, specified, desired and reniendjred in the 
said roll, and in the tenour of tlie same, underwritten in 
the name of the said three Estates to the effect ex- 
pressed in the said roll, be of the like effect, virtue and 
force, as if all the same things had been so said, affirmed, 
specified and remembred m full Parliament, and by 
authority of the same accepted and approved, the Tenor 
of the said roll of parchment whereof above is made 
mention fuiioweth and is such : 

To THE High and Mighty Prince, Richard Duke of 

Gloucester. 

Pleaseth it your Noble Grace to understand the Con- 
Mderatums^ Election^ and Petition under written of ns, 
the Lards Spiritual and Temportd, and Commons of this 

Realm of England^ and thereunto ayreeahlc to r/ivc your 
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assent to the (Jotumuu and PuJillc Weal of this la/td, and 
to the comfort and gladness of all the people of (he same. 

First, we coiiBider« how that heretofore in time pa^ed The former 

. King* wtr* 

this Umd for many years stood m great prospenty, upj^e^t and 
honour and tranquility : which was caused for so much 
as the Kings reigning used and followed the advice and 

counsel of certain Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
other persons of approved sageness, prudence, policy and 
experience, dreading God, and having tender zeal and 
affection to indifferent administration of justice, and to 
the common and puhlic weal of the knd: Then our 
Lord God was dread, loyed, and honoured ; then within 
the land was peace and tranquility, and among the 
neighbours concord and diarity; then the maHee of 
outward enemies was mightily resisted, and repressed, 
and ihc land honourably defended with many great and 
clorious victories ; then the intercourse of Merchants country 

O ' was prosper- 

was hurgely used and exercised : by which things above JJJ^jJJ^ 
remembered, the land was greatly enriched^ so that as ^ployeST 
well the Merchants as the Artificers, and other poor 
people, labouring for their living in divers occupations, 

had competent gain, to the satisfaction of them and 
their houseliolds. livinir witliout miserable and intollerable 
poverty. But afterwards, when as such had the rule in the 

* • , « . reign of thm 

and governance of this land, delighting in adulation, and 
flattery, and led by sensuality and concupiscence, ^^Slll^t^ 
lowed the counsel of persons insolent, vicious, and of 
inordinate avarice, despising the counsel of persons good 

virtuous and prudent, such as above be remembered ; 
the prosperity of this land decreased daily, so that our 
felicity was turned into misery, and our prosperity into 
adversity, and the order of policy, and the Laws of God 
and man confounded, whereby it is likely (far) this ererything 
Realm to fell into great misery and desolation, (which 
God defend) without due provicdon of convenable remedy 
be had in this behalf in all godly haste. 

Over this, among other things more special, we con- 

T 
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A-D. 1483. sid^r how that the time of the reign of Edward the 
m^Milll^'difl. Fourth late deceased, after the imgraeious pretended 
ptt^* marriage (as all England hath cause to aay) made be- 
twixt the said King Edward and Elizabeth, sometime 
Wife to Sir John Grey Knight, late namin g her self and 
iiianv yeai*s heretofore, Queen of England, the order 
of politique rule was perverted, (the laws of God, and of 
God's Church, etc. also the laws of nature and of 
England, and also the laudable customs and liberties of 
the same, wherein eyery Englishman is inheritor,) is 
brokai, sttbverted, and contenmed, against all reason and 
justice, so that the land was ruled hy self-will, and 
pleasure, fear and dread, all manner of equity and law 
laid apart and despised, whereof ensued many inconve- 
niences and mischiefs, as nuu ders, extortions and oppres- 
iMceiui^of flioDs, namely of poor, and impotent people: so that no 
pwtr. ^ man was sure of his life, land, or livelihood, nor of his 
wife, daughter, or servant, every good maiden, and 
woman, standing in fear to be ravished and deflowered. 
And beddes this, what discords, inward battles, effusion 
of Christian men's blood, and iianielv, by the destruction 
civil du- of the nobles' blood of tiieir land, was had and committed 

CMQI* 

within the same it is evident, and notorious through all 
this realm, unto the great sorrow, and heaviness of aU 
Elisabeth true English-men. And here also we consider, how 

and her • . •« 

mother that the said pretended mamage betwixt the above- 

brought * ^ 

j^^jj^e^ named King Edward, and Eliaibeth Grey, was made of 

wftetacraft. great presumption, without tlie knowing and assent of 
the Lords of this land, and also by Sorcery and \Vitc}i- 
craft committed by the said Elizabeth, and her mother 
Jacquetta, Duchess of Bedford, as the common opinion 
of the people, and the public voice and fame is through- 
out all this land, and hereafter if the cause shall require, 
shall be proved sufficiently in time and place convenient. 
ThcmarrUgc And here also we consider, how that the said pretended 
soiMDDiMd. marriage \\;is made privily, and secretly without edition 
(pubiis/iin^) of banns, in a private chamber, a profane 
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place, and not openly in the face of the Church, after the a.d. i4as. 
law of God*8 Church, but contrary thereunto, and the 

iaudabie custom of the Chui eli ()f Enc^land ; and how also 
at the time of tlie contract of tlie s;ime pretended mar- 
riage, and before and long time after, the said King Ed- Edvard pn> 
ward was and stood married, and trothpli&^ht to one Dame rted to Eunor 

Butler 

Elinor Butler, daughter to the Earl of Shrewsbmyy with 
whom the said Kmg Edward had made a pre-contract of 
matrimony, long time before he made the said pretended 

marriage with the said Elizabeth Grey, in niaiiuer aiid 

form aforoftnid. Which premises heivg true^ (is in very 

truth they be true, it appeareth, and followeth evidently, 

that the said King Edward during his life, and the The Kin^ 

said Elizabeth, lived together sinfully and damnably >>cth live.r 

in adulteiy, against the law of Ood, and of his Church ; Mum- 

and therefore, no marvel that the sovereign lord and 

head of the land being of such ungodly disposition, 

and provdkiii!^ the ire and indignation of onr Lord 

God, such heinous mischief and inconveniences as are 

above remembered were used, and committed in the 

realm amongst the subjects. Also it appeareth evidently, "^^^^^ 

and followeth, that all the issue, and children of the ^ -^'^f < 

' ' not inherit. 

said King Edward he bastards and unable to inherit, or 
claim any thing by inheritance by the law and custom 

of England. 

Moreover, we consider how that afterwards by tlie 
three estates of this realm assembled in Parliament, 
holden at "Westminster, Anno XVII. of the reign of the 
said King Edward the Fourth, he then being in pos- 
session of the Grown, and royal estate, by act made in 
the same Parliament. George Duke of Clarence, brother ti» duIw <rf 

. , Clarence 

to the King Edward now deceased, was convicted, and having been 

~ ' _ convicted of 

attainted of Hiofh Treason, as in tlie said act is contained trwwon.hi* 
more at large ; because and by rea«son whereof, all tlie f^ll^f^-J^^^l''^ 
issue of the said Geoige was, and is disabled, and barred 
of all right and chum, that in any case they might have, 
or challenge by inheritance, to the Crown and Dignity 

T 2 
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Ihrrrforc the . - . _ 

rigbtfui heir, heir of Kicnard i 



Singly 



1489. royal of this reftlm, hy the ancient laws and costoma of 
ibis flame realm. 

Over this, we consider, that vou be the undoubted 

ukc ot N rn k. \ oT-y inhoritor of the said 
Crown, and diguity royai, and an in right King of Eng- 
land by way of inheritance ; and that at this time the 
premises duly considered, there is none other person 
living bat you only, that may claim the said Crown and 
dignity royal, b} way of inheritance and how that you 
be bom within this Land; by reason whereof, as we 
deem in our minds, you be more naturally inclined to 
the prosperity and common- weal of the same, And all 
the three estates of the land have and may have more 
certain knowledge of your birth and filiation aforesaid. 
We consider abo the great wit, pmde^pe, justice, 
princely courage, and the memorable and laudable acts 
in divers battles, which as we by experience know you 
heretofore have done, i'or the defence, and b^ilvation of 
thifl realm, and also tho pfreat nobleness and exceUency 
of your birth, and blood, as of him tliat is def^cended of 
the three most royal houses of Christendom, that is to 
say England, France, and Spain. Wherefore these pre- 
mises duly by us considered, we desiring effiBctually the 
peace tranquillity, and weal public of this land and the 
reduction of the same to the ancient honourable estate 
and pros|>erity. And havintif in your great prudent jus- 
tice, princely courage, and excellent virtue, singular con- 
fidence have chosen in all that in us is, and by that our 
t^S^tSng ^^^S choose you, high and mighty Prince, our King 
Mtli^^'** and Sovereign Lord etc. to whom we know of certain, it 
appertaineth of inheritance so to be chosen. And here- 
upon we humbly demre, pray, and require your most 
noble Grace, that according to this election of us, the 
three Estates of your land, as by inheritance you will 
accept, and take upon you the said Crown and royal 
dignity with all things thereunto annexed, and apper- 
taining, as to you of right bek>nging, as well by inherit- 
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anee as by lawful election ; and in case you so do, we a.d. i48t. 
promise to assist and serve your HighnesSy as true, and ^pnaom 

faithful subjects and liege-men and to live and die with uux m^ 
you in thib matter, and in every otlier just quarrel ; for 
certainly we be determined rather to adventure and 
commit us to the peril of our lives, and jeopardy of death, 
than to live in such thraldom and bonda^ as we have 
done long time heretofore, oppressed and injured by ex- 
tortions, and new impositions, against the law of God, 
and Man, and the liberties, and old policy and laws of 
this land, whcitin every I'^ngHshman is inherited. 

Our Lord (iod. King of all Kings, by whose infinite Prayrfor 
goodness, and eternal providence all things {have) been ^ 
principally governed in this world, lighten your soul, and 
grant you grace to do as well in this matter as in all 
other, that which may be according to his will and plea- 
sure, and to the common and public weal of this land. 
So that after great clouds, troubles, storms and tempests, 
tlie sun of justice and of grace may shine upon us, to 
the joy and comfort of all tmo-hearted Englishmen i 



Albeit that the right> title, and estate which our So- His right to 
vereign Lord King Richard the Third hath, to and in just and 
the Crown and royal dignity of this realm of England, 

with all things thereunto within the sauie realm, and 
without it annexed aud appertaining, beincr just and 
lawful, as grounded upon the laws of <jiod aad nature, 
and also upon the ancient laws and laudable customs of 
this said E.eahn ; and also taken, and reputed by all such 
persons, as (have) been learned in the above-said laws 
and customs. 

Yet nevertheless, for as much as it is considered, that And revog- 
the most part of the people is not sufficiently learned in Parliament 
the abovesaid laws and customs, whereby the truth and ' 
right in this behalf of likelihood may be hid, and not 
clearly known to all the people and thereupon put in 
doubt, and question. And over this, how that the court 
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A.D. 148B. of Pariiament k of saoh authority, and the people of 
this hmd of such a nature and disposition as experience 

teacheth, that manifestation and declaration of any truth 
or right, made by the three Estates of this realm as- 
sembled in Parliament, and bv aiitlioritv of the ^aiiie, 
maketh before all other things most faith, and certain 
quieting of men's mindS) and removeth the occasion of 
douhtSy and seditious language. 

Therefore, at the request, and hy the aasent of the 
three Estates of this reahn, that is to say, the Lords 
spiritual and temporal, and Comiiiuiis of this laud as- 
sembled in this present Parliament, and l»y authority of 
the same, be it pronounced, decreed, and declared, that 
our said Sovereign Lord the l^wv^ ^vas and is the very 
undoubted King of this reahn of England, with all 
things thereunto within the same realm, and without it, 
by ccmttn- united annexed and appertaining, as well hy right of 
KrtSttce coixsanmnnit> and inheritance, as by lawful election, coii- 
^Uitimi. secratioii and coronation. 

And over this, that at the request, and by the assent 
and authority above said, be it ordained, enacted, and 
established that the said Crown, and royal dignity of this 
reahn, and the inheritance of the same, and idl other 
things thereunto within this realm, or without it, united 
and annexed, and now appertaining, rest and bide in 
the person of our said Sovereign Lord the King, during 
Th«BiioGc*. his life, and after his decease in his heirs of his body 
upon bis son, begotten, in especial at the request, and by assent and 
£b bdn.*^** the authority aforesaid, be it ordained, enacted, esta- 
blished, pronounced, decreed and declared, that the high 
and exceUmit Prince Edward, son of our said Lord the 
King, be heir apparent of the same our Sovereign Lord 
the King, to succeed to him in the abmcbaid Crown 
and royal dignity, with all things (a-, is aforesaid) there- 
unto united, annexed and appertaining, to have them 
after the decease of our said Sovereign Lord the King, 
to him, and to the heirs of his body lawfully begotten. 
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QucB quidem Billa Chmmunilnu Regni Anglics indicto 
ParUamento exittentHm trantportata fitUp ad quidem 
BiUcB idem Cammunei astensum suum prmbuerunt tub hi 
if verbis: A cesie BiOe leg Commuiis aont aasenteB; 

qmbus quidem Billa et assensu coram Domino Rege in 
Parliamento "pradicto, lectis, auditis, et plene intellectis^ 
et de assensu Dominorum Splritualiain et y c/nporalium 
in dicta Parliamento eimiliter existeiUium, et Communi- 
toHe prtedicUB ; neenum authoritate ^usdem Parliamenti 
fjrmumeiatum^ deeretumf e$ deelaraium existU^ ommaf et 
singula tn BiUa prmdieta eontenta fore vera et indMa^ 
ac idem jDomifMS Bex, de assensu dictarum trium 
tuum Hegniy et authoritate pr^dicta, omnia et sinyala 
prfBmissa in billa prcEdJcta eontenta concedity et ea pro 
vera et indubio promnciat, decernitf et declarat* 



PROCLAMATION. 

Tn>v against 

Richard f etc, wisheth health, we command i/ou, etc. fp^^i'p^ 

Forasmuch as the King, our Sovereign Lord, liathvot.iLp.ai9o 
certain knoA^ ledge that Piers, Bishop of JBxeter, Jasper 
Tydder (Tudof^f mm of Owen Tydder, calling hinudf 
Earl of Pembvoke, John, late Earl of Oxfbrd, and Sir 
Edward Woodyille, with othen diverBe» hia Rebels and 
Traitors, disabled and attamted by the authority of the 
High Court of Parliament, of whom many be known for 
open Murderers, Advowterers {Adulterers) and extor- 
tioners, contrary to the pleasure of God and against all 
truth, honour «id nature^ have forsaken theur natural 
country, taking ihem first to be under the obeysance of 
the Duke of Bretagne, and to him promised certain 
things, which by him and his Council, were thought 
things too greatly unnatural and abominable for them to 
grant, observe, keep, and perform, and therefore the 
same utterly refused. 
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A.D. 14BI. The said TVaitois seeing the said Dake and his Coun- 
cil would not aid nor auceour them nor follow their ways, 
privily departed out of his country into France, and to 
abuse and blind the Commons of this siiid Keahn, the 
said Rebels and Traitors have chosen to be their Captain 

Bichmo^ one Henry Tydder (Tudor), son of Edmund Tydder, son 

2^tiM of Owen Tydder, which of his ambitious and insatiable 
covetise (Covetimsness) eneroacfaeth and usnrpeth upon 
him, the name and title of Royal Estate of this reahn of 
England; whereunto he hath no manner of interest, 
riglit, title, or colour, jus every man well knoweth ; for he 

ne is (le- ig descended of bastard blood, both of father's side, and 

M t-nded of ^ ' 

bMurd blood of mother's aide ; for the said Owen the Grandfather, was 

on both ' ' 

bastard bom ; and his mother w<is daughter unto John, 
Earl of Somerset, son unto Dame Katherine Swynford, 
and of their indouble avowtry gotten ; whereby it evi- 
dently appeareth, that no title can nor may vest in him, 

which fully intcndcth to enter this realm, proposing a 
conquest; and it he should atchieve his false intent and 
pur})ose, every man's life, livelihood, and goods, shall be 
in his hands, liberty and disposition; whereby should 
ensue the disheriting and destruction of all the noble and 
worshipfiil blood of this realm for ever. 

And to the resistance and withstanding whereof every 
iruc- and natural EnglL-.liiuau burn, mubt lay tu his liaud^ 
for his own surety and weal. 

And to the intent that the said Henry Tydder might 
the rather atchieve his false intent and purpose by the 
aid, support, and assistance of the King^s ancient enemy 
ms^t^itr^ of France, (he) hath covenanted and bargained witii 
him, and all the Council of France, to give up and re- 
lease in perpetuity all the right, title, and claim, that 
the King of England have had, and ought to have, to 
the Crown and Realm of France, together with the 
Duchies of Normandy, Anjou and Mayne, Gascoigne 
and Guisnes, Cassell, and the towns of Calais, Guianes, 
Hammes^ with the Marches appertauiing to the same, 
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and exclude the Arms of France out of the Arms of a*d, i48s. 
England for ever. 

And in more proof and shewing, of his said purpose of 
conquest^ the said Heniy Tydder hath goven (given)^ m ^^^^^l^ 
well to divers of the said King's Ennemies, as to his ^^^Jl^*^ 
said Rebels and Traitors, Archbishopricks, Bishopricks, 
and. other Dignities spiritual , .ind also the Duchies, Earl- 
(l<»nis, Baronies, and other pubbehbioiiis and inheritances 
of Knights, esquires, gentlemen, and other the King's 
true subjects within the realm ; and intendeth also to 
change and subvert the Laws of the same^ and to enduce 
(introduce) and establish new laws and ordinances 
amongst the King s said subjects. 

And over this, and besides the alienations of all the 
premises into the possession of the King*s said ancient 
enemies, to the greatest angutishment, {disAonour) 
shame, and rebuke, that ever might fall to this said land, 
the said Henry Tydder and others, the Kinff^s rebels cvn 

Inteiitioiis 

and Trutors aforesaid, have extended (intended) at 
their coming, if they may l>e of power, to do the most 

cruel murders, slaughter, and robberies, and disherisons, 
that ever were seen in any Christian realm. 

For the which, and otln r inestimable dangers to be 
eschewed, and to the intent that the King s said Rebels, 
Traitors, and ennemies^ may be utterly put from their 
said malicious and false puipoee, and soon discomforted, 
if they enforce (endeavour) to land. 

The Kin^ our Sovereign Lord willeth, chargeth, and xiDfttiiM 
commundeili, all and every of the natural and true sub- Wi^ubjecii 
jects of this his realm, to call the premises to their 
minds, and like good and true hjigiishmen to endow 
(Jvmish) themselves with all their powers for the de- 
fence of them, their wives, children, and goods> and 
hereditaments, against the said aadent enemies have 
made with the King's said Rebels and Traitors, for the 
final destruction of this land, as is aforesaid. 

And our said sovereign Lurd, as a well willed, dili- 
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A.D. 1483. gent, and courageous Prince, will put his most royal 
Till taktMhe pcFBon to ail labour and pain necessary in this behalf, for 
the radstance and aabduing of hia eaid enemies, rebels, 
and traitors, to the most comfort, weal, and surety of all 
his tme and faithftd Uege men and subjects. 
AO nm to And over this, our said Soverciffn Lord willeth and 

be mdy to ' , O 

doMTTice. coniin.'indcth all his said subjects, to be ready in their 
laust defonsiblc array, to do his Highness service of war, 
when they by oi)en proclamation, or othenvise shall be 
commanded so to do, for resistanoe of King's said rebels, 
tmitofs, and enemies. 

Witness mifulf at Wtiiminiter, tke iSrd day of June 
in ^^e second year of our Reign, 
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Abbevillb, 247. 
Abingdon, II 6, IMi 
Albany, Duke of, 259, 2ML 
Alcmar, 30^ Ihl. 

Alcock, Bishop of Rochester, 210. 257 n, 

Aldgate, 90, 9L 122. 

Alfrey, Peter, 103 il 2L 

Allington, William, 1^ 

Alnwick, Siege of, 12^ 103^ IQA n- 4—6. 

Alsford, William, 2fi n. 23. 

Amiens, 162, 167. 

Angiers, the manner and giiiding of the Earl of Warwick at , 229 ; the excuse 
and answer of the Earl of Warwick unto Qu^n Margaret, 230 ; 
the Earls of Warwick and Oxford pardoned of Queen Margaret 
aiid of her son Prince Edward, 2il ; treaty of marriage between 
the Prince of Whales and Anne Neville, 232 ID ; oath of the 
Earl to King Henry, 233 ; oath of the King of France, his bro- 
ther, and Queen Margaret, ib. ; time when the marriage shall 
take place, ib. n. 11 ; the aid of the French King, 23i n. 12 ; 
Clarence and Warwick's letter from France, 23^ n. 13; Ed- 
ward's reply, 232 n* li* 

Angus, George, 11 n. IL 13 a. 12. 

Aigou ceded, xri. 

Anne, daughter of Edward IV., 152^ 154^ 258. 

Architecture, Improvements in, 21iL 

Arnold, Richard, 20fi. 

Arthur, son of Edward IV., 1^2^ 

Arundel, Sir John, Ixxxv, 71. 

Asheton, Sir John, 1S2. 

Astley, Sir John, bxxviiL 

Attainders, List of, 102 il 2, 2iO IL 8. 

▲tteUffe, William, 150, 103. 

Aubrey, Lord, iflft- 

Audley, Lord, Ixviii, Ixxiii, 28^ 217, 212. 
Audley, Sir Humphrey, 127. 
Austria, Duke of, lfi5. 

A>Taucbes, xxL 

Bamborough Castle, Account of the siege of, Ixxxvi, 13. 14. 103 n. 2. lOi 
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B*nbury, 110, LIS. 

Banbun , Battle of, 24^ ^ 

Bardolf, Lord, ^ 

Barnet, 62 il 3L 62 n. 39^ 12i, 

Barnet, Battle of , 63, 32. 

Barthe, Master George, 118 12. 

Basset, John, 122^ 

Bath, n IL 4, Zi. 

Bath, Earl of, &jL 

Bath, Knights of the, 12 ii. li, 

Bayeux, xxi. 

Baynard's Castle, Ixiii. 

Beauchamp, John Earl of, xxxtu. 

Beauchamp, Richard, 2fi 7^ 22- 

Beaufort, Cardinal, xiii, xiv n. 3, xv n. 4. 

Beaufort, John, Earl of Somerset, xxxv. 

Beaufort, John, 24 il fi. 

Beaulieu Abbey, 2Q ik 3. 

Beaumont, Lord, xiv, lix, Ixxvii, 24 n, 6» llfl. 

Bedford, Duchess-dowager, mother to the Queen, 16^ 18^ 219, 255. 

Bedford, George Neville, Duke of, lOTj 250. 

Bedingfield, Sir Edward, 242 il fi. 

Bergavenny, xxxvii. 

Bergen, 161. 

Berkeley, 76^ 76. 

Berkshire, 74. 

Bemers, Lord, 123i 125^ 148. 
Bemewell, Prior of, IfllL 
Bemey, 183, 186 n. 1^ 
Bern, Duke of, Uiii a. 12. 
Berwick, 13^ 259^ 260. 
Bethune, 242. 
Beverley, 40, 242. 
Bisham, 1211 n. 57. 
Bishopsgate, 9^ 90. 
Blackfriars, 120iL 46i I3L 
Biackheath, xxx, xxxi, xlii, 92, 130, 13L 
Bleverhasset, John, IM n. 6, 159. 
Bloreheath, Battle of, Ixviii. 
Blount, Sir Thomas, Ixxviii. 
Bodrigan, Sir Henry, 139. 
Boleyn, Sir Godfrey, buv. 
Bolingbroke, Usurpation of, xiii. 
Bonville, Lord, xxxvii, Iviii. 
Booth, Lawrence, xxx\'iii, Iviiii. 
Bosworth Field, Battle of, xiii. 
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Boston, Hanse Town Factory, 178. 
Botoner, William, see Wyrcester. 
Boulogne, 247. 

Bourbon, Charles, Archbishop of Lyons, 28* 

Bourbon, Duke of, (Bastard,) Admiral of France, sent as Ambassador to 
England by Louis XL, 21 il 2£ ; receives Clarence and Warwick 
at Honfleur, 2fi ; meets the English Ambassadors, 1£& ; besieges 
Boulogne, 247. 

Bourchier, Cardinal, Archbishop of Canterbury, xxx, 50i 67i 123, 169. 

197. 210^ 2^ n. ]SL 
Bourchier, Edward, Ixxi. 
Bourchier, Sir Humphrey, fifi il SS^ 125< 
Bow Bell, Ixi. 

Brabant, Great fairs of, 178. 

Bracy, Sir P. dc, xxviii, bdii, 12^ 13 n. 13, 103 n. 2^ 104. 
Bremen, Ifil- 

Bretagne, Duke of, 164i IMi IM n. 18, 212^ 

Bridget, daughter of Edward IV., 153, IM^ 

Bridgewater, 24, LLL 

Bristol, 75, LUL 

Brooke, Sur George, 12SL 

Bruges, i&L 

Bruton, 7A± 

Buckingham, Anne Duchess of, 6« 
Buckingham, Duke of, 148, 250^ 2M fi. 

Buckingham, Humphrey Stafford Duke of, xiii, xxxviii, li, lii, Ixi, Ixiv, 
Ixxvii. 

Buckingham, Katherine Duchess of, lig n. 2i^iL 

Bungay, Friar, n. 33^ 

Bungerley stepping stones, IM n. liL 

Burdett, Thomas, 219. 

Burgh, Richard, A2. 

Burgh, Sir Thomas k, i5 n. 12, LL3. 

Burgundy, Bastard of , 18, 12 n. 21. 

Burgundy, Philip Duke of, dies at Bruges, 2iL 

Burgundy, Charles Duke of , 18, 2Q n. 2^ 36i 162i lfi3 n, 12^ 167, 168i 

169. 229, 241 ; killed at the battle of Nanci, 215. 
Burgundy, Duchess of, her marriage, 20, 50, 214 n. Ij 246; called the 

Old Lady of, by Sir John Paston, 21H. 
Burgundy, Mary of, only daughter of the Duke of Burgundy, 2i& ; marries 

the Archduke Maximilian, 249^ 2^ 
Burgundy, Margaret of, daughter of Mar)' and Maximilian, affianced to the 

Dauphin, 2fil 19. 
Bury, xiv a. 2,3, 4fi n- 13, Ufi. 

Cade's Rebellion, xxx a^, Ih^ 
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Caen, xxi. 

Caister, Siege of, ISS, l&i n. IL 12 ; yielded to Duke of Norfolk, 188. 
189. 

Calabria, Duke of, IM n. 12. 

Calais, xxi, xxvu, Ixii, 53^ 86, 92, 129» 130, 137i 178. 

Calle, Richard, IM. 

Calthorpe, Dame Elizabeth, 152 n. Am. 

Cambridge, Queen's College, 128 n. 63, 211 n. 12j King's College, xv ; 

Chapel built by Edward IV., 211. 
Cambridgeshire, ifi. 
Canning, William, 128^ 
Cannon, or the King's great guns, Ixxxvii. 
Canterhunr, 95^ 129, IM. 

Canterbury, Arcbbuihop of. Cardinal, «ee Bourchier, Iviii, Ixiv, Ixv, Ixxvi, 

Ixxvii. 
Cantlow, WilUaui, li. 
Carlisle, Alexander, 29^ 3(L 
Carpets in use, 118 il. 12.. 
Cary, Sir William, 122. 
Cassell, 2t8. 

Caxton, William, the first English Printer, 198; scarcity of books, 199; 

expense of producing MSS. of binding, 2Sil ; list of the Produc- 
tions of his press, ib. ; his own publications, 202 ; his birth and 
early life, 2fl3 ; fireeman of the Mercers' Company, ib. ; sent as 
special deputy to <»nclude a treaty of commerce with Bnrgimdy, 
f^. ; Consul at Bruges in 1469, t^. ; Margaret of Burgundy 
his great patroness, 2M; his patrons, John Uptoft, Earl of 
Worcester, IM ; and Anthony Earl of lUvers, 201 ; his eyesight 
fails, 2QA. ; his style, id. ; his original Works, 2Sih. ; his monu- 
ment, 206; his praise of the Earl of Worcester, 194 ; and 
of the Eari of Rivers, 201 ; his want of knowledge of the 
learned languages beneficial to English literature, 2i)^; his 
death, ib. 

Cecily, Daughter of Edward IV., 152^ 154^ 248, 

Ceme Abbey, 10 3, 196. 

Chabanes, Marshal, xliv. 

Chamberlain, Sir Robert, ^ 

Charing, Ixiii. 

Charles of Anjou, xvi. 

Charles VII. of France, xx, xxi. 

Chatillon, xliii, xliv. 

Cheapside, Ix. 

Chelmsford, 156. 

Cheltenham, 79. 

Cherbourg, xxi. 

Chertsey, 94^ IM^ 
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Cheshire, 73, 
Chester, lix. 
Cirencester, 74. 

Clapham, 24^ 29 n. 37i lli IL 35. 
ClareU, 24. 

Clarence, George Duke of, bcxviii, 5, fi ; created Duke, lOj 23 IL 29, 21i 
1 ; his marriage, 110. 21fi ; conspires with Warwick, 26^ 110, 
112. 113, 216 ; his treason detected, flies with his wife into 
Normandy, 26^ 114 n. 33j welcomed by Louis, 27^ 115; re- 
turns to England, 11& ; intrigues against Warwick, 50^ 122 n. 
52; reconciled to Edward IV., 51^ 12^ a. 53i attempts to reunite 
Edward IV. and Warwick, 52 ; battle of Tewkesbury, 79 Ifi ; 
arbitrates between Edward IV. and Louis XI., I£9 ; encourages 
lawless violence, 1£3 ; interests liimself in the siege of Caister, 
184 iL 12 ; disputes with Gloucester, and conceals Lady Anne 
Neville from him, 212 ; settlement of property by act of Par- 
liament, 243 ; the Manors of Clavering, Mantion, and two houses 
in London belonging to the Earl of Waryrick, are g^ven him by 
the King, 244 ; his treason never forgiven, gives rise to his 
quarrel with Edward IV., 215 ; death of the Duchess, ib. 5 ; 
seeks to marry his niece, Mary of Burgundy, 2i6 ; opposed by 
the King, which leads to an open ruptiu^, ib. ; defends Stacey 
and Burdett when under sentence of execution, ZAil 8 ; com- 
mitted to the Tower by order of King Edward IV., 2hii ; sentence 
of death passed upon him by the Duke of Buckingham, ib. ; his 
execution, 351 n. 11, 12j interred at Tewkesbury, ib. n. 10; 
reasons for the King's injustice, 252 n. 13 ; his family, ib. ; his 
estates confiscated, 253. 

Clarence, Lionel Duke of, xxxvi. 

Cleret, Peter, 25fi. 

Clergy, The, 211L 

Clermont, Count de, xx. 

Clermont, Count, xxviii. 

Cletherwood, lUfi. 

Clever, John, Ixxvii. 

Clifford, Lord, h, lii, bdii, Ixxi, Ixxxiii. 

Clifford, Robert, 42. 

Clifford, Tliomas, 121, lAiL 

Chfton, Sir Gervase, 83^ 199 21, 127. 

Ctinton, Lord, Ixxi. 

Cobham, Lord, xxxvii, 1, liii. 

Coin^e, Change of the, IL 107. 

Colchester, 156. 

Cologne, 161. 

Comets, 109,115, 132. 

Comines, Philip de, his character of Edward IV., 266. &c. 
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Commerce encouraged, llfi il Li treaties formed, Ififi. 
Corners, James, 111. 

Corners, Thomas, Recorder of York, 41j 12. 
Conyers, Sir John, bud. 
Conyera, Sir William, llfl. 

Cooke, Sir Thomas, Mayor of I>ondon, 18, IM n. 21^ 122. 

Com exported, 123 il Cora laws enacted, 174. 

Corawall, TOj ZL 

Cotswold, 6, 76f 18 9. 

Cotswold sheep sent into Spain, 173. 

Coiurtenay, Harry, 109. 

Courtenay, Sir Hugh, TT, 24 IL 6^ 12L 

Courtenay, Walter, 12iL 

Courts of I^w, 123. 

Coutour, John, 1 11. 

Coventry, Ixii, 46, 48, 84, 85^ 86, 8S, 

Creations of Peers, lill a. L 

Crcvecceur, Sir Philip de, 24h. 

Cromer, 37. 

Cromer, Sir James, xxx. 

Cromwell, Lord, xxxvii, Ivi ; slain at Barnet, 66. 125. 
Crosby, Sir John, ^li n. 19^ UT, 177 n. 7. 
Croydon, Spring at, 134. 

Croyland, character of the anonymous writer, 268. 

Dacres, Lord, 9 n. 8^ 1115 n. 8. 
Damprierre, Castle of, 128 il. 63. 
Dauesmoor, UH n. 25. 
Dantzick, 161. 
Danvers, Thomas, IM n. 21* 
Daventry, 54. 

Dawbeney, John, 183 n. 10, ISGi 132* 
Dean, Forest of. 111. 
Debenham, Sir Gilbert, 37. 
Delalande, Thomas, 112j UAi 226. 
Dclvis, James, 128. 
Dclvis, Sir John, 122. 
Devizes, Castle of, xiv. 
Devonshire, 70, 21. 
Devonshire, Countess of, 12S. 

Devonshire, Thomas Courtency Earl of, xxix, xxxvii, Iviii, 9. 56 n. 24. 71j 

24 n. 6,29 n. 10, 82, 126. 127. 
Dimmock, Sir Thomas, 25, 113, 114^ 115. 
Dinham, Lord, Ixxi, buui, Ixxiii, 132. 
Doncaster, 45. 

Donne, Harry and John, 111. 
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Dorman, Edmond, 1^ 

Dorset, MarqaiB, lii, liv, tee Lord John of Somerset. 

Dorset, Marquis, son of the Qaeen, appointed Guardian to Clarence's son, 

2^ n. 16^ 2^2 n^a. 
Dorsetshire, ISL 
Dover, xxvii, xxviii, xxix. 
Dublin, budii. 
Dudley, Lord, liv. 
Dudley, Oliver, IIL 
Dumas, Lord, IR. 
Dunchurch, 1^ 
Dunois, Count, xx, IfiS. 
Dunstonbrough Castle, 103, IM ^ 
Durham, 10. 

Easterlings, 151, 174. 
East Beckham, 188. 

Edgcotc or Hedgecote, buxvi ; near Banbur) , Battle of, 24 n. 30, 21fi^ 
Edinburgh, 259^ 2fiiL 
Edward 1^ xxxv. 

Edward IL, xxxv ; troubles resulting from the reign of, 219. 
Edward IIL, xxxv, xxxvi, 121 ; his laws, 224. 

Edward IV., Pedigree, xxxvi ; flight from Ludlow into Devonshire, Ixx, 
5 ; attainted as Earl of March, Ixxi ; seeks refuge in Guernsey, 
and proceeds to Calais, Ixxi ; personally abuses the Earl Rivers, 
and his son, Ixxii ; reasons for the enmity of the Nevilles and 
Woodvilles, Ixxii; enters London in 1460, Ixxvi; Battle of 
Northampton, Ixxvii ; murder of his godfather, the Lord Scales 
Ixxvii; places his brothers and sister in the house of John 
Paston, Ixxviii ; after his father's death marches fr-om Glou- 
cester to London, Ixxxiv ; Battle of Mortimer's Cross, Ixxxiv ; 
enters London and is proclaimed King, Ixxxv, 7j 8; bom 
at Rouen, 5^ 21si n. 1 ; departs into Devonshire, and from 
thence to Guernsey, Calais, &c., ib.; arrives in London, 7^ 
and n. 5 ; chosen King, g ; Battle of Touton, 9 ; visits the 
North, 10^ IM ; crowned at Westminster, ib. IQl ; first 
speech from the throne, U n^ 8^ his marriage, Ib^ 105 ; 
changes the coin, ITi 107. 221 ; quarrels with Warwick, 23 ; 
Lose-cote Field, 26^ 114 ; hu escape from the Palace of the 
Moor, 26j meets parliament in June, 1469, 217 ; rebellion in 
the North, 29^ 116, 213. ; warned by Carlisle and Lee, ib. 117; 
his escape from Lyme into Flanders and return to England, 30^ 
36f 37i 112 n. 39, 151^ 229 ; lands at Ravenspurne, 31^ 121; 
marches to York, 39^^ 121 ; claims only to be Duke of York, 40^ 
121 ; arrives at York, £1, 122 ; departs for Tadcaster, 42^ issues 
a proclamation at Nottingham, 1^0.12^ 122 n. il ; goes to 

V 
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Leicester, 47^ 122 ; issues proclamations at Warwick, 48, 50. !13 ; 
reconciled to Clarence, 5L 122 m 53i 211 ; offers terms to the 
Earl of Warwick, 52i marches with his army towards London, 
^ ; reaches Daventry, hA ; procession to the parish church, hA ; 
proceeds to Northampton, h& ; continues his journey and sends 
messages to the Queen at Westminster, il ; arrival at St. Alban's, 
M ; reconciled to the Archbishop of York, 59^ 212 ; the Tower 
of London secured in his name, ^ ; rides to St. Paul's Church, 
fid ; his meeting with the Queen, ; lodges at Baynard's Castle, 
&1 ; meets Wamv-ick at Barnet, 63^ 12i ; Battle of Bamet, 63^ 
I2i I gains the victory, 65^ 125 ; thanksgiving at St. Paurs, 67i 
leaves London for Windsor, 22 ; issues a proclamation at Abing- 
don, Zi n^ (i ; marches with his host to Sodbury, Z5 ; secures the 
town of Gloucester, 76^ 127 ; crosses Cotswold Plains to Chelten- 
ham, 73. ; Battle of Tewkesbury, Z9 n. 10, 122 m ; thanks- 
giving for the victory, 82 ; departs from Tewkesbury to Wor- 
cester, S2 ; takes Queen Margaret prisoner, 8i ; goes to 
Coventry, &i ; his policy with regard to Falconbridge, n^ I6x 
89 n. 18i 122 ; returns to London, 24n.20,88, 93iLl9ilil; 
pursues the rebels into Kent, 95, IM. ; thanksgiving at Canter- 
bmy, 9h. ; attainders in his first parliament, 1112 n. 2^ ULi ; taken 
prisoner at Olney, 111 n. 29^ 112 il his escape, 112 ; levies 
a property tax, 112 ; his treachery to l«ord WiUoughby, 113 ; 
goes to Southampton, 114 ; at York when Clarence and War- 
wick landed, llfi n. ^2 ; his unpopularity, 118, 119 !i3 ; his 
acts annulled, 119; takes prisoner Archbishop of York and King 
Henry, 121 tL. 54, t^. ; his perfidy after the battle of Tewkesbury, 
127. mn, 6L62,lMiL66ilMiL25; makes out commis- 
sions, 131 ; general resumption of all royal grants, 133. 142 ; taxes 
for the war with France, 134. ib. n- 72, 221 n. 4 ; arrest of 
Archbishop of York, IM. a. 75, 27 ; confiscates all his posses- 
sions, 137. 152 ; puts down Oxford's rebellion, 139. lAQ. il fil ; 
grants a general pardon and reverses attainders, 142; end of the 
civil war, 11^ His domestic habits and love of his children, IM 
Hi L 3, i ; reception of Lord Grauthuse, lifi n. 5 ; keeps royal 
state at Westminster Palace, and creates Lord Grauthuse Earl of 
Winchester, IhQ. ; his courtesy and personal beauty, n^ 20 ; his 
rules for the education of the Prince of Wales, 1^ ; his daugh- 
ters' marriages, IM ; benevolences first collected, 1^ n. 2, 157; 
his progress through Norfolk, 153, 157 ; the low price of food, 
1^ n. 5 ; adopts other means to raise money, 1^ ; his commer> 
cial treaties, Ififl n. S ; peace concluded with the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, lfi2 lOj truce with Scotland, lfi2 a. U ; prepares for 
war with France, ]£2 ; truce concluded, 1^ ; receives an embassy 
from Louis XL, 1£3 ; reasons for the war, Iii3 ; goes to Calais, 
IM iL. 12 ; declares war, Ifii li ; disappointed by the Duke 
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of Burgundy's delay, I£& ; remains at Peronne, 1£5 ; receives a 
Herald from Louis XI., IM ; a meeting arranged between the 
French King and himself by the Herald, 1C2 ; treachery of the 
Constable de St. Pol, 162 ; treaty concluded, IM rx. H ; stipu- 
lates for the ransom of Queen Margaret, IM ; meets Louis at 
Pecquigni, 162 n. 19i returns to England, 170: termination of 
the wars of Edward IV., 170; his domestic policy, HI ; remis- 
sion of taxes, 172 ; trades with his own ships as a merchant, 
172. 177 ; imports wool firom Spain, 113 n, 2^ trades with Italy 
and Greece, 173; com exported, 112 a.3j regulation of the 
prices of animal food, ale and wine, 12A a. i ; his popularity 
with the poor, and discouragement of machinery, 176 ; makes 
trade an honourable calling, 177 ; establishes British Factories 
abroad under Consuls or governors, US n. establishes the 
Post, 113 ; accompanies the Judges on the circuits to repress the 
lawless violence of the times, 180 ; encourages architecture, 
210 ; introduces hand culverines from Flanders, 1471, 211 n. 
14; employs font-metal or bronze, instead of iron, in his field 
pieces, 211 ; his affectionate care of his younger brothers, 
212 ; Royal Genealogy translated from William Wyrcester, 212. 
n. 1 ; Genealogy of Edward IV., 214 I ; original cause of 
estrangement between him and Clareuce, 216 ; his treaties with 
foreign powers recapitulated, 218 ; expostulates with Clarence 
on his conduct to Lady Anne Neville, 212; carries the great 
seal with him in the civil wars but now entrusts them to Dr. 
Morton, Master of the Rolls, 2i^; divides the property of 
Warwick to the exclusion of the Countess, between her daugh- 
ters Isabel and Anne, 243 ; cause of quarrel with Clarence, 
245 ; jealous of his brother's power and influenced by the 
Queen, be opposes the marriage of Clarence with Mary of Bur- 
gundy, 246 ; Louis XI. overruns her territory, but Edward is 
too well satisfied by the payment of 50,000 crowns to risk a 
war vrith France, 241 ; soothed by the kind words of Louis XL, 
2i8 n. 1 i increased animosity with Clarence, 2i2 ; imprisons 
him in the Tower, 250 ; appears in person as the prosecutor of 
Clarence, t^. ; repeals all the acts made during the restoration 
of Henry VI., ib. ; cause of his injustice and cruelty to Cla- 
rence, 251 ; his grief and repentance, 252 ; emancipates the 
throne from the control of the aristocracy, 2M. n. 1 ; division of 
parties at court, 255 ; seeks to reconcile their differences, 25B ; 
allies his children with foreign powers to strengthen his throne, 
ib.', war with Scotland, 252; the Duke of Albany solicits his 
protection, ib. ; Berwick is ceded, 266 ; his disappointment at 
Louis' treachery, 2^ ; his fears, illness, and death, 2iLl ; buried 
at St. George's Chapel, Windsor, 263; his character, ib. 21t 
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22; its Ught> and shadows, 2fiiiL2i,25, 26^27^28, 29^30, 
continued iifiii il 3L i2 ; 26L ii. 31 ; the legaUty of his 
marriage disputed, 274 ; his children declared illegitimate, 22Il 
Edward, Prince, (son of King Edward,) bom in Sanctuary at Westminster, 
fiD n. 30^ 12Q n. 42 ; carried by Sir Richard Vaughan to West, 
minster Abbey, IhQ ; rules for his conduct, lh2 ; affianced to the 
daughter of the Duke of Bretagne, 2hB. ; his reign, Appendix, 
271. 

Edward, Prince of Wales, (son of King Henry,) buudv, Ixxxv; bom, xlvi; 

created Prince of Wales, xlviii, Ut, Ixxix ; accompanies Mai^;;aret, 
his mother, to Amboise, 21 il 35j stands godfather to Louis' 
son, Charles VIII., 28; marries Anne, daughter of the Earl of 
Warwick, 28 a. 36^ 115 ; windbound at Harfleur, 56^ 126 ; 
lands at Weymouth, 69^ 12& ; proceeds to Bristol and Exeter, 
70. 127 ; proscribed by Edward's proclamation, 24 n. 6i Battle 
of Tewkesbury, Z9 iL lO^ 122 ; slain in the field, 82 13^ 122 ; 
interred, 83^ 212. 

Egremont, Thomas Percy Lord, xxxvii, Ixiii, Ixxvii. 

EUzabeth, Queen of Edward IV., lA n. 12 ; her marriage with Edward IV., 
Ifi and n. 6, 105; crowned at Westminster, 12 ; birth of the Prin- 
cess Royal, 18 ; goes to Sanctuary, 120 u. 42 ; receives the King in 
Sanctuary at Westminster, fill 29 ; returns with him to Bay- 
nard's castle, &1 ; remains in the Tower during the insurrection 
of Falconbridge, 82 ; entertains the Lord of Grauthuse at Wind- 
sor Castle, 112 6j her courtesy, 149 n. ISj retains her 
influence over Edward, whom she survived nine years, IM; 
buried at Windsor, 1^ 

EUzabeth, daughter of Edward IV. bom, 18 ; christened at Westminster, 
lb. ; betrothed to the Duke of Bedford, 107. 2511 ; joins in the 
amusements at Windsor, 147. 148 ; betrothed to the Dauphin, 
168, 2M; deceived by the perfidy of Louis IX., 2fiQ; married 
to Henry VII., 154, 19L 

Eneand, John, 111 il 2fL 

Essex, 46i 132^ 

Essex, Earl of, LL 50, 9<L 123, 12^ 

Eton College founded by Queen Margaret, xv, 21Q ; Chapel of, built by 

Edward IV., 2LL 
Exeter, 70, 7L 126, 142, 21A. 

Exeter, Duke of, Ixi, Ixiii, 2(lii.22,46,53,fiiik37, US, US, U9^ 124^ 
125. 

Exeter, Anne Duchess of , 50 il 19, 148 il H, 212, 211 a. L 
Exeter, Piers Bishop of, 279. 

Fabyan, Robert, 1^1 ; his literary works, 13IL 
Factories, British, established abroad, 129 n. 2. 
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Falconbridge, Lord, xxxvii, liii, Ixxi, S 8 ; created Earl of Kent, LL 
Falconbridge, the Bastard, afiiLl6i8L88^a2iLl8,90,92»95j 129^ 

IMiL 66, 132. 
Fastolf, Sir John, xxxi, xxxii, Ixiv, Ifii IT, 18a, 189. 
Faunt, Nicholas, mayor of Canterbury, 130. iZl il. 
Ferrette, county of, IfiS^ 
Ferrybridge, Battle of, Ixxv. 
Fielding, Sir WUliam, 127. 
Fitzharry, Sur Thomas, 121. 
Fitzhugh, Lord, 22. 

Fitzwalter, John RatcUff Lord, S n- L 2fi n. 25. 

Fhmders, 

Fleet Street, Ixiv. 

Fleetwood, Mr. Recorder, end of Manuscript, 96. 
Florentines, Ix. 
Florey, John, 
Flusliing, ^ 

Fogg, Sir John, IM n. 21^ m iL 70^ 212. 
Fortescue, Richard, 130, UO^ ML 
Fortescue, Sir John, 129^ 142i 207 8. 
Fotheringay, 211. 
Fougeres, xvi. 
Fourmigny, xx. 

France, King of. See Lewis XL 

France lost to England, 118. 134. 

Frost, Great, lilS. 

Fulford, Edward, LiiL 

Fulford, Sir Baldwin, 12, 

Fyndeme, Sir Thomas, 14. n. IS^ 102 n. 11. 

Gascoigne, Dr., Chancellor of Oxford, xv. 
Gascoigne lost to England, 118, 134 . 
Gate, Sir Jeffrey, 29^ 122. 
Gaunt, John of, xxxv, xxx\i. 
Ghent, 248^ 2M. 
Glastonbury, 24^ 7L 13* 
Gloucester, 73, 75^ 76^ 7L 127. 
Gloucester, Abbot of, xrii. 

Gloucester, Humphrey Duke of, xiv, xxvi, Ixxv, llfi. 

Gloucester, Richard Duke of, Ixxiii, created Duke of, 11, 214 lu 1 ; 

accompanies Edward IV. in his flight to Friezeland, 30, IM ; 
returns to England, ^ ; reconciled to Clarence at Banbury, 51^ 
123 ^ ; Battle of Bamet, £i u. 34 ; Battle of Tewkesbury, 
22 10^ an ; sent by the King to receive the submission of 
Falconbridge at Canterbury, 25 ; causes Iiim to be beheaded, 
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130 ; present at the death of Henry VI., IM u. ii2 ; to facilitate 
his communication with Edward IV. during the Scottish cam- 
paign, the Post was established, 179 ; demands Lady Anne 
Neville in marriage, 2i2 n. 2 ; his marriage, 213 ; settlement of 
property by act of parliament, ib. ; provision made in case of his 
divorce, 2AA n. 2 ; obtains part of Clarence's estates, 2^ ; his 
increase of power, 2hA n. 2; despatdied with an army to 
Berwick-upon-Tweed, 259 ; joyously received with Albany at 
Ediubui^h, 260; nyton the death of Edward IV. writes to Louis 
XI., styling himself Richard III., 261, 262 ; his usurpation, 
(Appendix) 211 ; the roll ratified by parliament, 272, 273, ; 
issues a proclauiation against the Tudors, ib. ; Henry of Rich- 
mond asserts his claim, 280 ; calls upon his new subjects to 
resist this claim, 231 ; takes the command in person and orders 
all men to do him service, 282. 

Goddard, Dr., 242. 

Gogney, William, 

Gough, Matthew, xxx. 

Gower, James, L2& 

Grafton, Manor of, LiL 

Grauthuse, Lord of, IA&. a. 5, 

Gray, Bishop of Ely, Ixxvi. 

Greece, 123* 

Gremyby, Sir William, 127. 
Gresham, James, xxxviii. 
Grey Friars, Ixiv. 

Grey, Elizabeth. See Elizabeth, Queen to Edward IV. 

Grey, Sir John, Ixixv, r5, IQ^ 

Grey, Lord Richard, 257. 

Grey, Lord de Ruthyn, xxxiv, Ixx, Ixxvii. 

Grey, Sir Ralph, Governor of Bamburgh Castle, Ixxxvi, li n* 15, 104 1* 
Gtdenne lost to England, xxi, 118, 134, 163. 
Guildhall, Ix, Ixi, Ixii. 
Gunnery, Art of, 2LL 

Hall, The Chronicler, 6. 
Hamburgh, l£lx 

Hammes Castle, 137, IMo. 81, 141, 142, 1£SL 
Hampden, Sir Edward, 127. 
Hampshire, 23* 

Hampton, Sir WUliam, 23 u. 19, 131. 
Hanse Towns, IM n. 9, 161, 111* 
Harcourt, Sir Richard, 159. 
Harding, John, ]M ; his literary works, 196. 
Harfieur, 2IL 
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Harlech Castle, siege of, 105^ 

Harrington, Sir James, ih n. 12. 46, IQS n. 19. 

Harring:ton, Sir John, verses, lA il 1Q. 

Harrington, Sir Thomas, Ixxi. 

Hastings, Lord, xvii, L 

Hastings, Lord Sir William, Ixxi ; besieges Alnwick, 12^ IM tL i ; flies with 
Edward IV. to Friezeland, 30^ HI n. 39i returns to England, 
38. 121 ; reconciles Edward IV. and Clarence, 50^ ^1 ; Battle of 
Bamet, fia zl 32^ 2^ ; Battle of Tewkesbury, ZS Ifi ; with 
the King at Windsor Castle, LIB ; marries Calherine Bonville, 
2hl n. Ifi ; committed to the Tower by the King on the accusa- 
tion of Earl Rivers, 2^ ik 3 ; his honesty, bravery and grati. 
tude, 2hh ; beheaded at the Tower by order of Richard III., 
2Mn. 23. 

Heberge, Bishop of Evreux, Ififl* 

Iledynge (Ilesden), Castle of, 247. 

Henry III., xxxv. 

Henry IV. BoUngbroke's usurpation, xiii ; his pedigree, xxxv. 
Henry V., Ixxx, Ixxxi. 

Henry VI., marriage with Margaret of Anjou, xiii ; declines the bequest of 
Cardinal Beaufort, xv; his marriage unpopular, xv; progress 
through Kent after Cade's rebellion, xxxi ; encamps on Black- 
heath, xiii ; pardons the Duke of York, xliii ; summons a parlia- 
ment, March 6th, 1452, xliii ; his illness, xlvi ; visited by the 
Peers, xlvii ; his recovery, xlviii ; his character, xlix ; his spirited 
reply to the rebels at St. Alban's, li ; taken prisoner by York, 
lii ; his second illness, Ivii, Iviii ; recovers and dismisses York, 
lix ; his progress into Warwickshire, Ixii ; his endeavours to re- 
concile the rival parties, Ixiii ; public procession to St. Paul's, 
Ixv ; assembles his forces in Leicester, Ixviii ; offers terms to the 
rebels at Ludlow, Ixix ; addresses his followers, Ixx ; takes Lud- 
low, Ixxi, & ; he is taken prisoner at Northampton, Ixxvii ; de- 
fends his title to the crown, Ixxxi ; restored to his family at the 
second battle of St. Alban's, bsxxv ; dethroned by Edward IV., 
Ixxxv; seeks refuge in Scotland after the battle of Touton, 2; 
his grant to the Earl of Angus, 12 ; prepares an army to re-enter 
England, 14 ; taken after the battle of Hexham, li n. Ifi, 17. 
lOH iL 1 ; attainted 1112 n. 2 ; restored to the throne, 3ii 112 
tt. 40^ 41 ; holds a parliament, 112 ; constitutes Warwick Lord 
Lieutenant, 17 IL li ; is paraded through the city of London, 
^ IL 27i 123i betrayed by Archbishop of York, 60 n. 28^ 123 
IL 56i carried prisoner to Bamet Field, 62 30i 1^ a- Mi 
imprisoned again in the Tower, from whence the ^stard Fal- 
conbridge endeavours to rescue liim, 87i 126. 129 ; his deatli, 
03 iL 20, Lil iL 62 ; his body exposed at St. Paul's, 111 ; buried 
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honoorably in Chertiey abbey, 92 n. 20i IH ; his body rein, 
terred by Henry VII., at Windsor, xc ; troubles caused by his 

reign, 220^ 2fii. 

Herbert, Lord, Earl of Pembroke, Uxxvii, 24^ 105^ 110, UL 216, 213. 

Herbert, Sir Richard, ILL 

Herbert, Thomas, 111. 

Herbert, William, LLL 

Hervey, Sir Nicholas, 127. 

Heveningham, ISfi. 

Hexham, Battle of, Ixxxvi, 14, 106, 

Hill, Thomas, 177 n. 7. 

Hobby {riffht fair), HE n. liL 

Holand, ftO. 

Holand, Henry. See Duke of Exeter. 

Holdemess, 12L 

Hot summ^ and dearth, 134. 

Howard, Humphrey, 108. 

Howard, Lord, 164, 166, 167, 253, 2fifi n. 7. 

Hnmber-head, 38, aS. 

Hnngerford, Robert Lord, 11 n. 15, IM. 

Hungerford, Sir Thomas, 109. 

Hnngerford, Thomas Lord, Ixxvi, Ixxrii, UtS. 

Hunger-well, in Staffordshire, 135. 

Huntingdonshire, 46. 

Hnntingford, Lord, Li. 

Huntley, Earl of , 13 il 12. 

Imposts, 115 n. 5^ 

Insurrection in the North, Ixxxii, Ixxxy, 25, 104. 113, 21R. 
Ipswich, 156. 

Ireland, Sir George, 19, 93, IM. 
Isabel, Countess of Essex, LL 

Isabel, daughter of Warwick, marries Clarence, 23, 215. 

Isabell, sister of King Harry of Castile, married unto Ferdinand Prince of 

Arragon, 1^ 
Italy, bt, 123, 

Jackson, Robert, 128. 

James, King of Scots, 17, 258 ; breaks his aUiance with Edward IV., 

252 ; the Scots revolt, ib. u. IS. 
Johns, Sir Lewis, 66 8&. 

Josselyn, Ralph, IS. 
Julius Caesar, 44. il LL 
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KAtheiine, daughter of Edward IV., 152. 154. 238^ 

Kemp, Cardiual, Archbishop of Canterbur)', xxx, xlvii. 

Kent, 86. 129. 1^ 

Kent. Edmund Gray Earl of. 1112. 

Kent, William NeviUe Earl of, 1112. 

Kentish memorial, Ixxiv. 

Kidwelly, John Done of. 111. 

Kingston Bridge, 88^ 90. 129. 

Kingston-upon-HuIl, ilL 

Kyme, Earl of, William Talbois, li 15^ 

Kyriel, Sir Thomas, xx, xx^. 

Lacy, Master, 21fi. 
Lancashire, 73^ Z2* 
Langley, 2&± 

Langley Park, Kent, spring near, 1^ 

Laon, Bishop of. Ambassador from Lewis XL, 21. 

Latimer, Harry, 111 n. 2L 

Latimer, Lord, xxxvii, 24^ iOh IL ^ 

Lee, Alexander, 29 n. 38, 30, UTi \1L 

Lee, Sir Richard, 23 m 19, 23^ 

Leicester, xxiii. xxiv, xxix, xHx, 47^ 122. 1^ 

Leland's Transcript necessary to read the names in Warkworth's Chro- 
nicle, ILL 
Leukenor, Sir John, 127. 
Lewis, Henry, IM fi. 

Lewi* XI., King of France, 18, Ufi, 128 il 63, lfi2 il LL 163, 164, 165. 

159 IL 18, 110 iL 20, 222 n. 8, 233, 247, 2iS L 
Lewisham, Well at, 135. 
Limerick, Davy ap Jenkin ap, ILL 
Lincolnshire, 25, 39, 46, 113, 111. 

Literature and Fine Arts encouraged, lifi n. 1 ; state of, 190. 12^ il 3, 

201. 

Littleton, Sir Thomas, 202 iL 7. 

London, xxx ; Edward lY. triumphal entry, IQ. ; his return after his flight 
into Holland, 57j besieged by Falconbridgc, 90, 129; relieved 
by Edward IV., 92; general staple, IM; the great mart of 
Europe, 11^; visited by the Plague, 217; serious riots, Ix. 

Lorrain, Duke of, 16^ 

Losecote Field, 25, HI 3i 

Lovell, Lord, 255, 256. 

Lovelace, Lord, deserts the Earl of Warwick, 6 il 4± 

Luccaens, Ix. 

Lucy, Sir WilUam, Ixxvii. 

Ludlow spoiled by Henry VI., Ixxi, ^ 
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Luebeck, IM. 

Luxembourg ravaged, 165. 

Lyle, Lord, xxxix, 2hl a. 9^ 

Lynn, 112 n- 39, (Hansc Town Factory) US. 

Lyons, Archbishop of, 169. 

Machinery repressed, 177. 

Mackerel, Dr., 129* 

Male Castle set on fire, 20. 

Mallery, William, slain at Edgcote, 111. 

Malraabury, 75. 

Manufactures, Inland, 175. 

Mar, Earl of, 259 n. 18. 

March, Roger Mortimer Earl of, xxxri. 

Margaret of Anjou, Queen to Henry VL, xiii il 1 ; unp(^ularity of her 
marriage, zv ; her conduct in the quarrel of the Duke of Suffolk, 
xxiii ; her distress on learning his murder, xxix ; welcomes the 
return of Somerset, xxxiv ; suspects the true motives of York, 
xxxviii ; her progress through Norfolk, xlv ; birth of the Prince 
of Wales, xlvi ; accompanies the King to Hertford, liii ; her en- 
deavour to break up the Yorkist confederacy, Ixii ; walks hand 
in hand with York in the procession of Concord and Unity, Ixv ; 
seeks to arrest Warwick, Ixvii ; seeks refuge after the battle of 
Northampton at Eccleshall, Harlech, and in Scotland, Ixxii; 
Ixxix ; on York's being appointed Lord Protector, and heir to 
the throne, she raises an army in the North ; Ixxxii ; Battle of 
Wakefield, Ixxxiii ; proceeds to York, Ixzxiv ; reaches St. 
Alban's, Ixxxiv; Battle of St. Alban's, and recovery of the 
King's person, Ixxxv; her bad policy in allowing the town to 
be plundered, Ixxxv ; wins the battle of St. Alban's, & ; sends to 
London for victuals, which are stopped by the Commons, I ; 
retreats to York, 1 ; attainted by parliament, ]Si2. n> 2 ; escapes 
to Scotland, 9^ IQA her unpopularity, Z n. 5 ; returns into 
Scotland from France, 13^ 12 ; meets Clarence and Warwick at 
Amboise, and is reconciled, 22 n. 35; 115 ; detsuned on the 
French coast by contrary winds, 5^ il 35i 1^ : lAuidi at Wey- 
mouth, £9 Ha L 12fi ; proceeds to Bristol and Exeter, 70^ 12£ ; 
she sends out emissaries to mislead, 13 ; proscribed by Edward's 
proclamation, 2i fi ; returns to Bristol, Z& ; changes her pur- 
pose and travels to Berkeley and Gloucester, 7&i arrives at 
Tewkesbury, 22; her troops exhausted, ZB n. &; Battle of 
Tewkesbury, 22 ii. 10, 122 ; taken prisoner, £3 15, 128 il 
63 ; conveyed to Edward IV. at Coventry, 8i ; iraprisoned at 
Wallingford, 112 ; ransomed by Lewis, 1^ ; incidentally men- 
tioned, 229—239. See Anglers. 

Margaret, sister to King Edwaid IV., 19* See Duchess of Burgundy. 

Margaret, daughter to Edward IV., 154. 
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Market Street, 1^ 
Mamey, Sir John, 2fi il 23, 
Martin, 210. 
Martigny, George, 118* 

Mary, daughter of Edward IV., Uii il 31^ 2^ 
Mary of Geldres, 17. 
Merchants, English, 121 n. L 178. 
Merchants of the Staple, 178. 

Merchants of the Stilliard or Steelyard, Ifil 9^ 114 n. i 

Merrick, Yvan ap John ap, 1 1 1- 

Michel's Mount, Cornwall, 138^ lAJ- 

Middle classes, rise of, 11^ 

Middleham, Ixii. 

Mile End, xxx. 

Minories, The, Ifi. 

Miracle of St. Anne, ^L. 

Moleyns, Lord, xxxvii, LDIfi n. LL 

Molins, Ad., Bishop of Chichester, xri, xxi il 7^ xhni. 

Mondidier, Ifii. 

Montacute, Earl of, Ixxxt. 

Montague, Marquis of, created Earl of Northumberland, 102 ; besieges 
Bambui^h Castle, Ixxxvii, 14 ; marches with Henry VI., 14 ; 
made Warden of the Marshes, 14 n. 14; continues in the 
North, 15 ; his treason, 29, 30^ 1 16 ; abides in Pomfret Castle, 
43 Q* 9 ; joins Warwick at Coventry, 53 ; slwn at Bamet, 65, 
124, 125 IL 5i5 ; his dead body exposed at St. Paul's, fiZ jl. 40^ 
126 ; buried at the Priory of Bisham, ib. n< 51 ; his property 
given to the Duke of Gloucester, 244 4* 

Montgomery, John, 12 n. 10^ 13. 

Montgomery, Sir Thomas, 156, 165 16. 

Montlhery, Battle of, IS, 

Montreuil, 247. 

Moore, Manor of the, 26, 136j 137. 
Mortimer's Cross, Battle of, Ixzxiv. 

Morton, Dr., 142^ 167^ 101 ; Cardinal Archbishop of Canterbury, 136 ; 

sketch of his rise and progress, 101 ; his character, 1^ ; ap- 
pointed tutor to Edward Prince of Wales, 210 ; made Executor 
to Edward IV., 2111 ; his influence at Court, 257. 

Mountford, Osbert, Ixviii. 

Myles, Louis, 12& 

Nailboum, 13^ 
Nanci, Battle of, ]M. 
Nawarth Castle, 103, 11)5 il fi. 

Neville, Anne, (betrothed to Edward, Prince of Wales,) 128, 215, 232, 
242 rL2i marries Richard III., 243- 
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Neville, Charles, 112. 

NeTille, George, lUshop of Exeter, IM n- LL See Archbishop of York. 
Neville, George, Duke of Bedford, 2^ n. ^ 
Neville, Isabella, Duchess of Clarence, 23^ 21iL 
Neville, Sir Henry, 111^ 2L 
Neville, Sir Humphery, Ixxxvii, 112. 

Neville, Sir John, Ixxi, 9 n. 8 ; made Lord Montague, 11 il 9^ IM n. 11. 

See Montague, Marquis of. 
Neville, Thomas, uxvii. 
Newark, 4ii il LL 
Newburgh, Sir William, 128. 
Newham Bridge, 248. 
Newport, John, 183. 
Nicholas, Capt., xxiii. 
Norfolk, 46, 12L 1^ 
Norfolk, Duchess of, 2(L 

Norfolk, Duke of, John Mowbray, zzxvi, liii, Ixxxv, 8. 

Norfolk, Duke of, John Mowbray's son, LL 37^ 1^ IL \Mi IB^ 

Norfolk, Duke of, Thomas Howard, 22 n. 2L See Lord Howard. 

Normandy lost, xvi, xxxi, 118, 134, 163, 2filL 

Norris, Sir William, 4^ il 12, 122. 

Northampton, 56, 111. 

Northampton, Battle of, Ixxvii. 

Northumberland, Earl of, li, Ixiii ; slain, 9^ 107. 

Northumberland, Earl of, Ixxi. 

Northumberland, Henry Percy, Earl of, 42,130.10^44,85, min.15, 

116. 121. 
Norwich, IM^ 

Nottingham, Earl of. See Richard, Duke of York. 
Nottingham, 45n.l2,46,47,122ii.5U 229. 
Noi^rod, 1£L 

Nuz, Siege of, 1115 IL 15, 16^ 16L 

OldhaU, Sir William, liv, Uxi. 
Olney, 111 IL 22. 
Organ, Harry, 111 n. 2£. 
Ormond, the Earl of, 119. 
Ormond, Thomas, 129^ 
Oxfordshire, 74. 

Oxford, Twelfth Earl of, beheaded, 12, 108. 

Oxford, Thirteenth Earl of, committetl to the Tower, 2^1 il 22 ; flies into 
Normandy, 29 ; opposes Edward IV. landing, ^ ; proceeds to 
Newark, i6 il 11 ; his partial success at Bamet, 6i a. 34, 124 ; 
his escape into Scotland, 66, 125. IM n. 73. i letter to his 
Countess, Z2 n. 5 ; proscri])ed by proclamation, Zi u. 61 arraigns 
the Earl of Worcester, 120 ; enters Mount St. Michel, US !L 79i 
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is besieged, 1^ fill ; his garrison bribed, 139, 111 ; yields 
himself to the King's grace, IM 81 ; attainted, IM n. 
279 ; imprisoned at Hammes, Ltl il t » his escape, 141 ; his 
estates restored under Henry VII., Ill ; died in the reign of 
Henry VIII., 111. 

Packenham, 1112 n. 21. 
Painting, 212. 

Pardon, general, xxx, 112. 112^ 
Parker, John, 122. 
Parliaments, xxi, xxiii. 

Parliaments, First, Un.8,a&ii.L^Ji-5^1fi2iL2iHliin.7i 119, 133, 

142, 160, 162i 243—245, 251, 222. 
Parr, Sir Thomas, Ixzi, 45 n. 12. 
Parr, Sir WUUam, 46, UL 

Paston, Sir John, Battle of Tewkesbury, 29 n. 10, 111; Letters, 184—190 

n. Ifi ; contents of his hbrary, 199i 2QQ n. 1. 
Payn, John, Letter respecting Cade's Rebellion, xxxi— xxxiv. 
Peacock, 211L 

Pecquigni, Bridge of, 1£9 n. 12j 

Peers, Creation of, 101. 

Pembroke, Earl of. See Lord Herbert. 

Pembroke, Jasper Tudor Earl of, xlviii, li, Ixxxiv, 73, 77, 22 Hl^ Ul± 

142, 222. 
Penley, 21L 
Pentheviere, Count, xliv. 
Percy, Sir Ralph, IM n. 6. 
Peronne, 165, 167. 
Petition of the Commons, 219—222. 
Philip, Sir Matthew, 18, 2a n. 19, IM. 
Philip, son of the Archduke Maximilian, 2^ 
Pigot, Sir Roger, ILL 
Pikton, Harry Done, 111 n. 26, 

Plantagenet, Henry, eldest son of Richard Duke of York, 212 ii. L 

Plantagenet, William, the fourth son, 211 u. L 

Planti^enet, John, the fifth son, 211 n. L 

Plantagenet, Edward, Earl of Warwick, last of the, 245^ 21^2, 

Plummer, Sir John, 108. 

Pomfret, Castle of, 12 n. 9, lfi2. 

Pomiers, Count de, Ixiii. 

Pont de rArche. xx. 

Pontefract, 1& il 12. 

Popaurcote, Sir John, 22. 

Portsmouth, 02. 

Portugal, 8£. 

Portugal, Don John of, IM. . . 
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Post, The, csUblished, 
Powis, Lord, Uxi. 
Powle, 38. 

Poyning, Sir Edward, Ixxxiv. 

Poyntz, John, 211 n. 23* 

Printing, invention of, liiL 

Procession of Concord and Unity, 1458, Ixvi. 

ProcUuuations, xvi, 225, 226, 229, 238—240, 279. 

Quarr Abbey (Rydc, Isle of Wight,) Cicely, daughter of Edward IV., 
buried at, IM. 

Ravenspurn, 38, 121m 
Reading, 74. 

Reddesdale, Robin of, 2S n. 32, m n. 23, 2m 
Ren^ d'Anjou, xvi. 
Rennes cloth, L12 il 14. 
Ribaire, Sir Bartelot de, Ifi. 

Richard 11., 38^ 1^ ; troubles resulting from the reign of, 219, 2SiA. 
Richard III., ttee Gloucester. 

Richmond, Henry Tudor Earl of, 142, 197,262, 263, 220- 
Richmond King-at-Arras, UiiL 

Rivers, Anthony Woodvillc (Lord Scales) Earl of, Ixxii, 30, 38, 51, 90, 
114, 129, 153, 167_i his patronage of learning, and of Caxton 
the first English printer, 2Q1 ; his works enumerated, 208 il 9 ; 
beheaded at Pontefract, 209 ; his love of literature, 2111; iuci-' 
dentally mentioned, 246, 253i 255^ 256, 257^ 2li4 il 2iL 

Rivers, Earl of, Richard WoodviUe, Ixxi, Ixxii, 16, IM ; beheaded, 25, UJ ; 
incidentally mentioned, 219. 

Rivers, Lady, US il 21. 

Rochester, Li£L 

Roll, The, to the High and Mighty Prince Richard Duke of Gloucester, 
(Appendix) 212 ; retrospect of former Kings, 223 ; Edward's 
marriage disputed, 224 ; his children therefore illegitimate, 225 ; 
Clarence being attainted of treason, his children disabled from 
inheriting the Crown, ib.; Richard the rightful heir, 276 ; 
chosen king, ib. ; his right recognized by parliament, 222 ; the 
succession settled on his son Edward and his heirs, 278. 

Roos, Sir Henry, 129. 

Roos, Thonuis, Lord, Ixxxiv, Ixxxv, 14, IM n. 11. 

Ross or Rous, John, of Warwick, 1^1 ; his literary works, IM. 

Rostock, 1£L 

Rotheram, Archbishop, 197, 210, 257 n. 11. 
Rouen, xx. 
Rous, Oliver, 22- 
Roye, Ifii 
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Russell, Bishop of Lincoln, 210^ 2hl lA. 
Rutheland, 12b. n. 

Rutland, Duke of (brother to Edward IV.) Ixx, Ixxi, 8 il L 212 ; slain at 
the battle of Wakefield, Ixzxiii, 

Salisbury, 73, 

Salisbury, Countess of, Ixxi, Izxiii. 

Salisbury, Richard, Earl of, xxxvi ; quarrels with Lord Egremont, xxzv ; 

joins the conspiracy with York and Warwick, xlviii, 1 ; after the 
first battle of St. Alban's, made Lord Chancellor, liii, liv, Ivi ; 
resigns the seals, liz ; accepts the King's invitation to Coventry, 
bdi ; proceeds to Middleham, Ixii ; attends the assembling of the 
rival Peers, Ixiii ; walks with Somerset in the proceesion, Ixv, 
Ixvi ; conspires again with York and Warwick, Ixvii ; gains the 
battle of Blorehcath, Ixvii ; accompanied Edward (the Fourth) 
into Devonshire, Ixx, 5; attainted of treason, Ixxi; proceeds to 
Calais, Ixxi ; his personal abuse to Lord Rivers, Ixxii ; enters 
London, 1460, Ixxvi; besieges the Tower, Ixxvii ; Battle of Wake- 
field, Ixxxii ; beheaded at Pontefract, Ixxxiii. 

Sandal, lix, 

Sandwich, 95. 130. 

Say, Lord, beheaded by Cade, xxx. 

Say, Lord, escapes with Edward to Flanders, 117, 118. 121 ; slain at 
Bamet, 66, 12h. 

Scales, Anthony Lord, xxx, Ixxi, Ixxvi, Ixxvii, 13 n. 2L 28^ 219, See 

Rivers. 
Scarborough, 2^ 
Scotsburgh, Jenkin Perot ap, LLL 
Scrope, Lady, 1211 IL 
Sculpture, 2LL 
Sea, Martin of the, iQ. 
Sendal, Castle of, lix, 
Sentlow, Sir John, 122. 
Shaftesbury, 73. 
Shaw, Edmond, 111 n. L 
Sheen, Palace of, lix. 
Shore, J^ne, 190. 

Shrewsbury, Earl of, xxxviii, Ixxvii, Uxxv, 9 n. 8^ 117 il 41. 
Sodbcrry, 75^ Zfi, 

Somerset, Edmund Duke of. Lieutenant of France, xni ; lus credence for 
succours, xvii ; surrenders Rouen, xx, and Caen, xxii ; returns 
from France, xxxiv; his pe<Ugrec, xxxv; his differences with 
the Duke of York, xxxvii; Council at Coventry to reconcile 
them, xxxviii ; affiray at Coventry, xxx\iii ; York's letter to the 
citizens of Shrewsbury against him, xl; ordered into custody, 
xlii ; but still retains his ofi^ce, xliii ; recommends the placing of 
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York in custody, xUii ; he is sent to the Tower by York, xlvii ; 
released upon the King's recovery, xlix ; supersedes York in the 
govemment of Calais, xlviii ; accompanied t}ie King i^ainst the 
rebel Lords, li ; slain at St. Alban's, lii, 17^ 18, 19 n. 22, 20, &fi 
n.23,7LZln-6,Zan.lO,80,&3n.l4, 115, 119, 12^ 
Somerset, Henry Duke of, outlawed, Ivi ; attends the meeting of the 
peers in 1457, Ixiii ; walks hand in hand with the Earl of Salis- 
bury in the procession to St. Paul's, Ixr, Ixvi; appointed to 
supersede Warwick in the command of Calais, Ixxi ; the ill 
success of his attempts to take it, Ixxi, Ixxiii ; retures to Dieppe 
after the battle of Northampton, Ixxix; assembles the royal 
forces at Ponte^ct, Ixxxiii ; he defeats the Duke of York, who 
is slain at Wakefield, Ixxxiii. iv ; at the second battle of St. 
Alban's, Ixxxiv ; submits to Edward IV., 13, li 15^ IQh a. 6, 

Somerset, Lord John of Somerset, ITi 56^ 72 n. 10^ 82^ 119^ 126, 127. 

2R0. 

Somersetshire, 70^ ill. 
Southampton, 69. 114. 
Springs, swelling of, 1M< 
St. Alban's, 58, 

St. Alban's, battle of, li ; second battle of, Ixxxt, 6. 

St. Dunstan's in the East, 196. 

St. George's Fields, 89. 

St. John, Lord, 79 il 10, 12L 

St. John of Jerusalem, Prior of, (Sir John Longstrother,) 56. 69. 83 IL lA. 

St. Katherine's near the Tower, 88^ 

St. Leger, Sir Thomas, 167, 211. 

St. Loe, Sir John, I2S> 

St. Martin's-le-Grand, 70, 242. 

St. Michael's Mount, 138^ 39, 40, 41. 

St. Osyth, 111. 

St. Omer's, 217, 248, 242. 

St. Paul's, xliii, 58^ 60, 6L 

St. Pierre, Lord, IfiS. 

St. Pol, Constable de, 163, 164^ 167, 152. 

St. Quentin, 164, 1^ • 

St. Quentin taken by Louis, 247. 

St. Thomas, Brotherhood of, Charter, 179. 

Stacey, 24& 

Stacy, Louis, 118. 

Stafford, John, Ixxvii. 

Stafford, Lord Humphrey, xxx, U, m,lxiv. 24, 102 a. 22. 110. Ill, 217. 

219. 2AiL 
Stafford, Sir |L, xxx. 
Stair, xxvii, Iviii. 
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Stalbroke, Sir Thomas, 33 19^ IM. 

Stanley, I^rd, Ixxvii, 112 IL 164, Ititi, 19L 2afi il 5^ 2filL 
Stanley, Sir William, Ij ii. 12, 122. 
Steers, Richard, 211 il 23. 

Stillingtou, Robert, Bishop of Bath, lflfin.lL 210, 21fi ru 2^ 21L 2hl IL 

Stoker, Sir John, ii. 19^ LLL 
Stokton, Sir John, 22 liL 
Stony Stratford, Ifi. 

Stone, Edward, Bishop of Carlisle, 210 LL 

Stowe, John, Chronicle of, ^ 

Stratford, Abbey of, 1^ 

Strozzi, Lorenzo, Eng. Consul at Pisa, 179. 

Sudeley, Lord, lii. 

Suffolk, Ifi. 

Suffolk, William de la Pole, Duke of, negociates the marriage of Henry 
IV. and Margaret, ziii ; his unpopularity in consequence, zvii ; 
defends himself in parliament, xxi ; his character, 21 ; he is 
impeached and banished, xzii ; his murder, xxii, xxvii, xxix ; 
buried at Wingfield, xxviiL 1 IH. 

Suffolk, Elizabeth Duchess of, 51)ii.l9,12BiLC3,213n.L 

Sufl'olk, Earl of, 2h2. 

Suffolk, Margaret Countess of, 2^ IL 15. 

Sussex, 1^2. 

Swynford, Dame Katherine, 280. 
Tadcaster, 12^ 

Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury, recovers Bordeaux, Bordelais, and Chatillon, 

xliii ; his death, xliv. 
Talbot, Sir John, Lord Lisle, accompanies his father, xliii ; his death, 

xUt. 

Talbot, John, of Salisbury, 108, IfiL 
Talbot, Sir Edmund, UUL 
Talbot, Sir Thomas, IQB n. L 
Taunton, 73. 

Taylor, Sir WiUianj, Ixiv, 23 n. 19, 131, 112 il L 
Tempest, Sir John, of Bracewell, lfl& il L 
Temple Bar, Ixiii. 

Tewkesbury, 73. 76, 77. 25 ii. 10. 83. 127. 122. 
Tewkesbury, Battle of, Sfl u. 122 n. !i2* 
Thames, River, 8& 
Thanet, Isle of, ML 
Tliomhill, John, 28. 
Thorpe, Mr. Speaker, Ivi. 
Throgmorton, John, Ixxxiv, 129. 
Tiptoft, John. See Earl of Worcester. 
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Tonnagp an(l Poundag*', 221. 
Tournament at Sniithiield, HI il 2L. 
Tourer of London, 
Towton, Battle of, Ixxxvi, 
Tresham, Harry, 12& 

Tresham, Sir Thomas, arrested, 2fl uu 22 ; beheaded, 83i lllL 

Tresham, William, xxxiv. 

Trevylian, Daniel, 118. 

Troloppc, Sir Andrew, Ixxix. 

Tudenham, Sir Thomas, 12 n. lOi U0& 

Tudor, Owen, Ixxxiv. 

TunstaU, Sir Richard, 1115. 

Turner, Sharon, vi. 

Tutbury, liz. 

Twyndowe, Anckenett, 21ii ii. 5^ 2hiL 
Tyrrel, Sir J., 242. 

Tyrrel, Sir WUUam, 12n,10,13,Cfiii-38il^ 

Ulston, Rise ap Morgan ap, 111. 
Ursewick, Sir Tliomas, 23 n. 19^ 123—131. 
Ursula, daughter of Richard Duke of York, 21i il L 
Utrecht, 6, Ifil ; congress of, 128. 

Valanges, xxi. 

Vane, Dame Katherine, 12& 
Vaughan, Sir Richard, 15Q. 
Vaughan, Sir Roger, 111. 
Vaughan, Thomas, 137. 
Vaughan, Thomas ap Richard, III 2fL 
Vaughan, Watkin Thomas, 111 n. 26. 
Vaux, Sir WilUmn, 12L 
Venables, Sir Hugh, Uviii. 
Venetians, Ix. 

Vere, Henry Lord Aubrey, accuses his father of treason, 11 ; l>eheaded, 

12^, 108. 
Vemeuil, xx. 

Vemey, Sir Ralph, 23 19, 13L 
Void, The, Ufi n. Ifi. 

Waddington, Hull, 14 n. 16^ m 
Waffir, (Waver) Harry, Ifi, 
Wainfleet, WUUam, 117^ 211L 
Wakefield, 43, Ah. 
Wakefield, Battle of, Ixxxiii. 
Wakes, Thomas, ILL 
Wales, 23. 
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Walis, John, 
WaUingham, ]M n. ^ 
Warlieck, Perkin, fil n. 20. 
Warkworth Castle, 1113. 

Warkworth'g, (Dr. John) Chronicles, 101 ; end of, 140; sketch of his 
life, 2112. 

Warren and Surrey, Earl of. See Richard Duke of York, son of Edward IV. 
Warren, Richard, 227. 
Warwick, 48^ 5(L 
Warwick Castle, 112. 

Warwick, Countess of, 56^ fi9 IL 2^ 242, 243. 
Warwick, Edward Earl of, miurdered by Henry VII., 2ii 
Warwick, Richard Neville, Earl of, at Leicester with 400 followers, in 
1450, xxix ; supports the Duke of York, xxxvii ; enters into the 
Yorkist conspiracy, xlviii ; marches towards London, I ; Battle 
of St. Albans, li ; appointed to the gOTemment of Calais, liii ; 
goes to Hunsdon, liv; his quarrel with Lord Cromwell, Ivi; 
retires into Yorkshire, lix ; accepts the King's invitation to 
Coventry, Ixii ; proceeds to Calais, Ixii; attends the assembling 
of the rival peers, Ixiii ; appointed to keep the sea, Ixv ; walks 
with the Duke of Exeter in the procession to St. Paul's, Ixv, 
Ixvi; attacked by the blackguards, Ixvii; proceeds to Calais, 
Ixvii ; Warwick's articles of justification, Ixviii ; reasons for 
declining the King's pardon, Ixix ; accompanies Edward (the 
Fourth) into Devonshire, Ixx, 5 ; attainted of high treason, Lxxi ; 
escapes to Calais, lxxi ; retains the place against the efforts of 
the Duke of Somerset, Ixxii; crosses the sea to Ireland and 
to Calais, Ixxiii ; lands at Sandwich, Ixxiv ; arrives in London, 
Ixxvi ; Battle of Northampton, Ixxvii ; second Battle of St. 
Albans, Ixxxv ; meets Edward IV. at Cotswold, fi ; proceeds to 
London, 1 ; at the siege of Bamburgh, Ixxxvi, li ; sent into 
France to demand the Princess Bona in marriage for Edward IV., 
IQh n. ^ ; continues in the North, Ih. ; godfather to the Princess 
Royal, IB ; cause of his quarrel with Edward IV., IB n. 20, 23, 
106 ; conducts the Princess Margaret to Bruges, 20 ; sent 
ambassador to Louis XL, 21 n. 2i and 25^ 23 ; remains twelve 
days and returns to England, ib. u. 2fi ; his vast power, posses- 
sions, and titles, 23 n. 28^ IQ& ; gets the King into his power 
at Iledgecote field, 21 n. 30j conspires with Clarence, 262 112 
IL 3(1, 113 ; his treason detected, he flies with his wife into 
Normandy, 26, 114 n. 33i 224 ; treats with Margaret, lli ; goes 
with Clarence to Amboise and welcomed by Louis, 27, 116 ; 
returns to England and raises an army, 116 ; opposes Edward IV.'s 
return, 32 ; restores Henry VI., 40^ 41 ; proceeds into Warwick- 
shire, il ; made lieutenant of England by Henry VL, 41 a. 
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14j refuses to fight Edward at Coventry, 4fi il 51 il 22, 
122 ; rejects his overtures, 50^ 228; gathers his party round 
liini, 53 ; his popularity at Calais, 53 n. 21 ; sends letters to 
London and Archbishop of York, 52 ; pursues Edward IV. 
through Northampton, fil ; meets Edward at Barnet, 62 31. 
124 ; his defeat and death, 65 n. 25 and 36, 125 ; hia body 
exposed after death, 62 40, 126 n- 57j the manner and 
guiding of the Earl of Warwick at Angiers, 229^ 211^ 

Warwickshire, 42± 

Water, Robert, 1116 a. LL 

Wells, ZiL 

Welles, Lord, son of Richard Lord Welles, 25 33^ 112 n. 31, 113 n. 32. 

ILL 

Welles, Richard Lonl, Iviii, Ixxxiv, 2 u. 8. 
Welles, Sir Robert, 112 n. 3L 224, 226, 22L 
Welshmen slain at Edgecote, 24 n. 30, LUl n. 24^ 
Wemere, 134 n. 73. 

Wenlock, Lord, Ixxi, buiii, 56, 69, 22 10, 82, 127. 

Wentworth, Sir Philip, liv, IM n. LL 

Westerdale, John, 28 n. 3, 40, LLL 

Westminster, 60, 88, 112, 117. 

Westminster, Abbot of, 12a ti. 41^ 

Westaiinster, Prior of, 120 47. 

WestmoreUmd, Earl of, siain, «L 

Weymouth, 69, 126 il 58. 

Whittingham, Sir Robert, 122. 

Wight, Isle of, 183. 

Wigmore, Ixii. 

WiUoughby, Lord, Iviii, Ixxxiv, 112, ILL 
Wiltshire, TSL 
Wiltshire, Earl of, 2. 
Winchester, Bishop of, 117, 211L 
Winchester, Hospital of St. Cross, xiv. 
Winchester, Earl of, IhSL 
Windsor, 26, 2A. 

Windsor Castle, description of, 147. 
Windsor Castle, St. George's Chapel, 21, 
Wingfield, Dame Anne, 1A6. 
Winstone, 217. 
Wolvesey, Palace of, xv 4^ 
Woo<lville, Sir Edward, 222. 

Woodville, Sir John, brother to the Queen. IS; beliraded, 25 IL IL 212. 
Wool, staple commodity, 113 2. 
Woollen goods, 173. 

Worcester, 73, 83, 84, Ui il 34 ami 35, Ui, 
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Worcester, John Tiptoft Earl of, xxxvii, Ixxxviii, 211 ii. 37^ 3fi ii. L IMi 
m n. 45^ 191 ; list of hh works, m il 2, 193 ; literary 
character, 194. 

Writtil, IM 12i ISfL 

Wrottesley, Russell, Sir Walter, 12L 

Wyrcester, William, 188, 133 n. 1 ; list of his works, 132. 

Yclverton, Sir W., Ifii u. LL 
YeovU, 24, 

Yonge, Thomas, xxxvi. 

York, City of, 39^ 40^ 41^ 44, 85^ 112 ; proclamation, llfi n, 37^ 

York, Duchess of, taken at Ludlow, 5 ; sent to her sister, 6 ; stands god- 
mother to the Princess Royal, 18i mediates between Edward IV. 
and Clarence, ^ n. 19i fil ; her large family, 212 n. L 

York, George Neville, Archbishop of, Ixx, Ixxvi, Ixxviii ; invites Edward IV. 

to the Palace of the Moor, 211 il 34j 1^ 30j takes his seat 
in the parliament of Henry VI., 119 ; opposes Edward IV. entry 
into London, hi nx2&; conducts Henry VI. through the city, 
aa n, 27^ 133 ; his double dealing, 59^ 12;i IL 54^ 1^ ; delivers 
Henry VI. up to Edward IV. COj visits the King at Windsor, 
13fi ; purveys for the King's visit to the Moor, IM ; his posses- 
sions confiscated, 137, 159 ; arrested liiii n. 25 ; imprisoned and 
liies in the castle of Hammes, 137. 142, 159. 

York, Richard, Duke of, xxiii. ; personal hatred of Suffolk, xxiv; cause of 
liis murder, xxv; arrives with an armed force from Ireland, 
xxxiv ; enters London, xxxiv ; his pedigree, xxxvi ; his chief 
supiwrters, xxxvii ; differences with Somerset, xxxvii ; goes to 
Ludlow, xxxix ; his petition to the King, xxxix ; letter to the 
citizens of Shrewsbury, xl ; marches to London and into Kent, 
xlii ; submits, aud is pardoned, xliii ; he assumes the reigns of 
government on the King's illness, xlvi ; made Lord Protector, 
xlviii ; and governor of Calais, xlviii ; he is disgraced, ib. ; forms 
a conspiracy, xlix ; he commences the Civil War, and marches 
towards London, 1; first battle of St. Alban's won by him, lii; 
he is made Constable of England, liii ; he takes a fresh oath of 
allegiance, Ivii ; he is api)ointed Lord Protector, Iviii ; creates 
peers, Iviii ; discharged from his office, lix ; supposed to have 
causcil the riots, in 1456, Ix ; invited to meet the king at Co- 
ventr)', but suspecting the object of the Queen, retires to Wig- 
more, Ixii ; arrives in London to attend the meeting of the rival 
peers, Ixiii; leads the Queen in the procession to St. Paul's, 
Ixv ; he prepares for war, Ixviii ; assembles his followers at 
Ludeford, Ixviii ; his disgraceful conduct, and flight from Lud- 
low, Ixx, 5; he is attaiuted, Uxi; well received in Ireland, 
Ixxii ; retmus front Ireland, and employed in punishing loyalty 
to the King, as a crime against the i»eople, Ixxviii ; advances his 
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claim to the crown, Izzli; bk haughty and tfCMOoaUe bdia- 
vkwr. Ins; he if prodained heir to the thrane, and made Lord 
Protector for Vit, Uaam ; fpendt hit ChiiateuM at Sandel Castle, 
Izzaitts dealb at Wakefield, Ixniii, 6; hit head placed on the 
ptte at York, Ixzziii ; incidentally mentioned, 38, 40, 41,42; 
his large family, 212, 213. 

York, Richard Duke of, son of Edward IV., 152; married in childhood to 
Anne, daiightcr of tlic Duke of Norfolk, 258 n. 15; £arl of 
Warren and Surrey, and £arl of Nottingham, i^. 

Vurkiiliirc, iitanrrcctiou of, 110 n. 23. 

Young, Sir John, 93 n. 19, 131. 

Zeiand,36. 
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THE FOLLOWING VOLUMES ARE IN THE PRESS. 

WILLIAM of MALMESBURY'S ACTS and DBBDS of tbe KINGS of 

ENGLAND, and MEMOIRS of TIIS OWN TIME, 8vo. 
WILLIAM of MALMESBURY'S ECCLESIASTICAL BIOGRAPHIES, 
8vo. 

WILLIAM of NEWBURGH'S HISTOKY. , Pvo 

The SAXON CHRONICLES, now iirsi |uil*li»lu'd,aauiiguiiiUyc«ia|>iieil,Hv(i. 

ASSER'S LIFE of KING ALFRED; >*ith Extracts from other Couiem- 
porary Saxuu Writers, 8vo. 

BADMSR'S mSTORT of HIS OWN TIME, 8vow 

HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS and FRAGMENTS; INGULPHUSi 
OESTA 8TBPHANI; SPROTrS CHRONICLE $ Extncto team aOnet 
Minor Hiitoiiun; Chiondopcal TMm of Bnfy Britiah Hiafeocy. 



THE SECOND SERIES WXXiI. CONTAIN: 

ROGER OF WENDOVER, MATTHEW PARIS, WILLIAM 
RISHANGEU, AND MATTHEW OF WESTMINSTER, 
FORMING A COMPLETE HISTORY OP 
ENGLAND, FROM THE YEAR 447 
TO THE DEATH OF KING ED- 
WARD IIL» A.D. 1377. 



" As in every Monastery there was some CQlioiii mind fond of noting the 
great incidents of the day, every country of Europe has such Chronidea; 
but I ihitik\\ith T)r, Henry, that, i;pfin ilie whole, ourannr^!i^t>.- arf^ -.ti{>frif>r 
to thoiic ol any other nationat this period. StrcH a Skriks or rkuulak 
CbRONOLOGT, and thus nf01]»SlfT,<— OVCH FAITHrVI^ GLSAR, AMD 
AMPLn MATBUALS FOR AUTHKHTIO HitTOEY, — HAVE aOAnClLV AP- 
MtASW nSfOU THE P1JSI.IC." 
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THE MONKISH HISTORIANS 

OF BRITAIN, 



omriom of thb prsw. 



MOBNINO HBEALH. 

** This admirable publication appears to be carried on ttetdily towards 
its rnmy>l<*fTnii. In plarinp tliiis witliin the rf.idi of iho c:f»neral reader, 
and in the attractive guise of well-executed and inexpensive versions, ike 
wnrki ot the Old Chranielm of Britain, the Editor has opened to the 
general refreshment those ancient sjirings of historic lore, >^liich have 
hitherto hem kept scaled and secluded for flic sole use of the antiquarian 
student and book-worm. Dr. Giles has acquitted himself of his editorial 
diitf with much judgment and care. The manner In which the Pobliaber 
has done his part in producing this National Work of the Hooklah His- 
torians, is also in every way much to bis credit*" 

ifOBNiiro CRnoiricuE, 

<* We sincerely hope that tbe success ol these publications will be such as 
to induce the BdHor to main the Series complete. It is really a matter 
of national interest that the eeriy Historians (and eapecially those who 

wrote of contemporary evenf'^^ vl,<)uld he made accessible to EngHsh 
readers. No modem work, however superior in accuracy from the colla- 
tion of diiRwent aooounta, can give auch virid impressions of a distant age, 
as a eniifeini>orary w riter does unconsciously. The present series is well 
entitled to the attention and favour of Eng^ybhmcn. It ifl edited with 
judgment, and got up with elegance." 

TRS SRA. 

" It is scarcely credible, that whilst the press has continued to produce 
numerous re-irapreiaiona cf the Histories of Hume and Smollett, Henry and 
Goldsmith, those preat sources of information, the Monkish Chroniclers, 
h&ve been suffered to remain entombed in the obscurity of a dead language. 
How fonSbly they depict tbe passing occurrences which they namte, 
carrying the reader bade with ttiem to tibe time in which t1ie> lived, and 
introdtirinsr him personally among the scenes they deseribe '. The trans- 
actions 01 our ancestors must always i>ossess greater interest i'orus,as Knglish- 
men, than the hiatory of any foreign nation. We hail, then^re, with 
plca.sure, these Monkish Historians, translated from tiie Latin* and wish 
every success to this spirited undertaking." 
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